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SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE
NATIONAL SPIRITAL ASSEMBLY
CONVENTION 116 (1959)

Since the main report was written about a month
later than usual, the supplementary report is not very
long.

V%’e have gained four new assemblies this Ridvan.
One or them, Bangor, is one of our goal towns and
was made possible by a declaration and a removal at
the last minute. Another, Glasgow, is the restoration
of an assembly which lapsed when the civic limits rule
came into force, and two, Hove and Cheadle, take the
places of two others, Brighton and Stockport, which
lapsed at the same time and of which the areas of the
new assemblies until then formed part.

With the help of pioneers we hope we have main-
tained the three Local Assemblies which were below
numbers, but there are housing difficulties.

Since the main report was written there have been
10 more declarations so far as the N.S.A. has been in-
formed. The declaration of Miss Mary Newman at
Pontypridd makes it possible to form a group in this
goal town.

Regarding our search for a piece of land on which
ultimately to build a Temple, we have been using the
services of a firm of town planning consultants. They
have checked with local authorities in the Thames area
about various pieces of land on which we could get
permission to build a Temple and two sites in this
category at Shepperton have been inspected and
approved. The consultants are now enquiring whether
the owner will sell. We are also at present investigat-
ing some other sites further up the river.

The directors of the Great Northern London Ceme-
tery at Southgate have offered to reserve for Bah4’s a
piece of land adjoining the Guardian’s grave. It would
be sufficient for about twenty-five graves. We shall not
own the land, but on payment of a retaining fee the
cemetery people will undertake only to sell these graves
to BahZ’fs.

The N.S.A. has decided that in view of the urgent
need, a new edition of the Kitab-i-Igan must be printed
straight away. Since the Publishing Trust could not
finance this until next year, the N.S.A. will make funds
temporarily available from the John Mitchell bequest
so that printing can go ahead. Until the British edition
is ready, the N.S.A. will subsidise sales of the American
edition so that they can be sold at 15/- per copy, which
is approximately what the British edition will sell for.

With regard to translations, the manuscript in
Nubian has now been received and sent to the printer
and Shilluk is promised for next month. The Afrikaans
proofs have been sent out to Southern Africa for

checking.

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY YEAR 116
(1959)—
The following were elected :

Hasan Balyuzi, Chairman
Ernest Gregory, Vice-Chairman
John Ferraby, Secretary
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Dorothy Ferraby, Assistant Recording Secretary
David Hofman
Marion Hofman

John Long
Betty Reed
Ian Semple

Election of the Treasurer was deferred until the next

meeting when members’ other commitments will be
better known.

RESULT OF VOTING FOR THE NATIONAL
SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY

votes
John Ferraby .. 53
Hasan Balyuzi 50
Marion Hofman 46
Dorothy Ferraby 43
Ernest Gregory 42
Ian Semple 41
David Hofman 34
Betty Reed 30
John Long. :or -« 27
Louis Ross-Enfield ... 72
Adib Taherzadeh ... T
Charles Macdonald ... ... ... 16
Owen Battrick 15
John Wade ... 12
Eruch Munsiff : 6

4 votes each: Gladys Backwell, Habib Habibi, Joan
Gregory, Kathleen Hornell.

3 votes each: David Lewis, Marina Nazar, Donald
Millar, Terry Dunne.

2 votes each : H. Nahai, Vera Long, Jeannette Battrick,
Bobbie Kamming, Bobbie Leedham, Gladys Prit-
chard, Abbas Afnan.

1 vote each: Dick Lancaster, Ernest Miller, Prudence
George, David Mumford, Ian Sinclair, Madeline
Hellaby, Henry Backwell, Rose Wade, Micky
Mihaeliff, Audrie Rogers, Dr. Naji, Emily Eastgate,
Rustam Sabit, Mehrangiz Munsiff, Herbert Conder,
Marion Mihaeloff, Kianoush Kouchekzadeh.

MEMBERSHIP OF NATIONAL COMMITTEES

Archives
Hasan Balyuzi, Abbas Dehkan, Dorothy Ferraby,
Joan Gregory.

Audio-Visual Aids
Gitta Chaplin, Clifford Johnson, Dorothy Morrissey,*
Nuri Sabit, Dennis Smith,* Mimi Smith.*

Bahd'i Journal
John Morley, Valerie Morley (Editors), Prudence
George, David Hofman.

Bahd't Publishing Trust
Reginald Coulson, John Ferraby, Marian Mihaeloff,
Rustom Sabit, John Shortland.

Bahd’i World Representative
Jean Pitcher.

Child Education
Lilo Jessen, Louis Ross-Enfield, Pamela Sabit,*
Margaret Shanks.

Europe and Asia Teaching
Jeanette Battrick, Jean Campbell, Egon Kamming,
Charles Macdonald, Marcel Mihaeloff, Betty Reed.



Hagiratu'l-Quds
Dorothy Ferraby, John Ferraby, Bobbie Kamming,
Donald Millar, Rose Wade.
Public Relations
Owen Battrick, Evelyn Chilvers,* Janet Coppen,
Habib Habibi, Kathleen Hyett, John Long.
Reviewing
Louis Ross-Enfield, Isobel Slade, Walter Wilkins.
Summer School
Abbas Afnan, Dorothy Ferraby, Joan Gregory,
Bahadur Hagjoo, Vera Long, Ian Sinclair.
National Teaching
Gladys Backnell, Ernest Gregory, David Lewis,
Marina Nazar, Ian Semple, John Wade.
Regional Teaching
NORTHERN IRELAND: David Brown, Billy Glass, Lis-
beth Greeves, Kathleen Hornell, Jane Villiers-Stuart.
scorLanp: Molly Hughes, Svend Kamming, Eliza-
beth Laidlaw.
NorTH-EAsT: Matthew Hall, Kiapoush Kouchik-
zadeh,* Phoebe Jay,* Marian Mihaeloff.
NorRTH-WEST: Audrie Rogers, Pauline Senior, Harold
Shepherd.
MIDLAND : Emily Eastgate, Vera Long, Vera Rate,
Tan Sinclair.
EAST ANGLIA
Bob Cheek, Joan Gregory, Peter Vuyiya, Walter
Wilkins.
souTH-EasT: Owen Battrick, Betty Chapman, Amir-
Farhang Imani,* Bobby Leedham, Dr. H. Najy,*
Evelyn Rouse.*
soutH-wEsT: Willy Blum, Alma Gregory, Barbara
Lewis, David Lewis.
Youth
Farhang Afnan, Geoff Bridle,* Ida Kouchikzadeh,
Margaret Higden, Jacqueline Thomas, Christine
Wade,* Iraj Zamiri.
*Signifies a member who served part of the year.

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER FROM HAIFA
TO A BELIEVER

It is the Guardian’s considered view that the time
has come when Bah#’is should establish the Bah#’{
way of life, independent of any of the former attach-
ments which individuals may have had, particularly if
these attachments contain teachings or methods of
operation which are contrary to the teachings of
Bah4’u’llah.

The Guardian feels, therefore, that membership in
Masonic Lodges is not consistent with the pure teach-
ings of the Faith, and that the time has now come
when the believers should separate themselves from
such membership. The instructions contained in the
message to the British N.S.A. and the United States
N.S.A. apply universally.

The teaching of Bahd’uw’llih will establish a new life
for humanity. Those who are Bah4’{s must endeavour
to establish this way of life just as rapidly as possible.
Now that the hour has arrived when the Bah4’{ Faith
is gaining prominence, and is being reviewed by so
many peoples, it is necessary that the adherents of the
Faith should live up to high ideals in every way. In
this way they can demonstrate that the Bah4’{ Faith
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does create a new way of life, which brings to the
individual a complete association with the will of God,
and thus the establishment of a peaceful and universal
society. Divisional attachments are of men, while uni-
versal service is of God.

The Guardian is now anxious that all the friends
achieve a universal consciousness and universal way of
life.

Note (hand-written): The adjustment should be
wisely and cautiously made, not arbitrarily and dras-
tically. My Bah#’i love to you. LeRoy Toas

November 1956

UNITY—TENDER AND COMPASSIONATE—

—An extract from an article by U.S. Spiritual
Assembly, which appeared in Bahd'i News (No. 336).

In the Faith of Bahd'u’lldh the nature and purpose
of religion is for the first time completely unveiled.
We who recognise in Bahd’u’lldh the Word of God
are called upon to demonstrate what faith in God actu-
ally means at this stage in the evolution of man and
society.

For Bah#’fs not only have access to truth; we not
only have before us supreme examples of heroism
and sacrifice; we not only stand obligated to exercise
certain virtues and qualities; above all we are spiritu-
ally obligated to establish the new world order, with
its local, national, and international elective institutions.

It is through the Bah#’{ community that the bless-
ings of the new day are poured forth. The more unified
and active our community, the greater the bounty re-
ceived in terms of assurance, justice, peace, brother-
hood, and true progress.

Beloved friends! Your National Spiritual Assembly
appeals to every individual believer to realize that our
first and most important Bah4’{ obligation is to take an
active part in the life of the Bah4’{ community. Let us
each resolve to attend each Nineteen-Day Feast with a
heartfelt devotion to our fellow-believers. Let us share
our resources with the local and national Bah4’{ Funds.
Let us open our homes for teaching inquirers. Let us
realise that from day to day our individual lives, un-
assuming though they may outwardly appear, contain
the germ of superhuman quality and influence be-
stowed upon us by our Creator. The buried seed cannot
yield up its treasure in cold, hard earth, nor can our
latent virtues and capacities manifest their powers in
an indifferent personality.

It is not for any of us to cherish indifference as a
reaction to what other believers do or fail to do. We
each stand forth in the eyes of God as His creation,
meriting His blessing or His condemnation, as weighed
in the scales of perfect love and justice. As others join
us in our effort to create unity, the rivulet of individual
resolve becomes the irresistible torrent.

Upon the Bah#’fs of the world rests the future destiny
of mankind. We who call ourselves Bah4’is, let us dis-
close the mystery of faith to our fellow men. This is the
eloquence which surpasses the powers of speech, the
understanding which human education can never be-
stow. Unity, tender and compassionate, can alone sur-
vive the imminent perils of our day.



NEWS FROM THE BRITISH BAHA’f
COMMUNITY

PORTSMOUTH

Our greatest and most joyful news is the latest
declaration of Trevor Bower, who first read of the Faith
in ‘Prediction” and wasted no time in finding out from
27 Rutland Gate as to the nearest Portsmouth Bah4’i.
Finding the Secretary he very soon attached himself to
the friends, read diligently, and is now one of our
most active believers. We feel that with four new be-
lievers in one year, we are well on the way to incor-
poration, and hope to fulfil the beloved Guardian’s
wishes. The Week-end School was well advertised, and
although the crowds didn’t turn up, it was a spiritual
feast for all present. With our Hand of the Cause, John
Ferraby, and Member of the Auxiliary Board, Marion
Hofman, expounding as they always do when talking
of our beloved Faith, we, the believers of Portsmouth,
felt that, in the words of Olive Long, it was indeed a
Spiritual Feast for the friends. Geoffrey Riddell of
Reading attended the youth session on Sunday morn-
ing and we had the added pleasure of seeing the
coloured slides of the Holy Shrines in Haifa, and a
very lovely one of the Temple at Willmette together
with the inspiring commentary. Visits to the pioneer
in Winchester are made frequently and we soon hope
to tie up with Brighton and Hove also Bournemouth.
We are happy to report the return of Selah Ali who has
been visiting his parents in Baghdad. Patricia Green
(née Pennington) is now living in Luton, Bedfordshire;
we are hoping for some good news from that area
shortly.
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From the Nottingham Bahd’t Newsletter.

‘O people of God! Be not occupied with your-
selves. Be intent on the betterment of the world and
the training of nations.’—saHA ULLAH.

GENERAL NOTES

We have now started another year of our great
Crusade, the goals that have to be attained are many,
but I feel that at the moment it would be well to look
back at the events of the past year.

The year has scen the number of members in Not-’

tingham increase, Robert Morrell joined us as did Mr.
and Mrs. Mehnoush, though we appear to be going to
lose them to Sheffield. On the other hand Mrs. Beale
left us, she is now in the United States; we were happy
to hear that she is doing well after her recent illness.
Meetings at the centre have been fairly well attended
and our speakers have included a number of non-
Bahd’is, among these was Prof. C. C. Price of Pennsyl-
vania University, U.S.A.

Perhaps the most outstanding event of the past year
was the week-end school at the Andrews Hotel, there
were 11 non-Bah#’{s present; the school was a great
blessing to our community. Another ‘event’ was John
Long’s address to the ‘Cosmo’, there were over 125
people present. The year’s work has been one that all
members helped in and we face the new year as one of

challenge.
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CHICHESTER

Cherry Viveash, always interested in meeting various
groups with the hope of spreading the Cause, recently
spent the week-end in Ventnor, Isle of Wight, with a
party of youthful vegetarians, and promptly sent for
Baha’{ literature, with the words, ‘Don’t delay because
I want them all to know of the Message before they
leave’.

BOURNEMOUTH

We had a very inspiring talk by Owen Battrick of
Reading on March 2gth. We were glad to welcome
Helen Bailey, also from Reading. Mr. L. Chapman of
Leicester arrived too late for the meeting, but was able
to meet four of the Friends on Easter Monday. Stuart
Sweet, recently arrived from Libya, where he has been
for some considerable time, and served on the L.S.A.
whilst he was living there. He is at present at Bos-
combe Down, Wilts., and will soon be moving to Salis-
bury. We are very happy to report the declaration of
Susan Sweet, who is the mother of Stuart and his
sister Christine. Mrs. Aileen Beale, who has been visit-
ing her daughter in the U.S.A. for the past six months,
will return to her home Community of Bournemouth
on 11th April. Mrs. Elsie Cranmer has had an article
published in the March edition of the Forum, organ
of the World Congress of Faiths. This article contains
a reference to the Bah4’{ Teachings on the immortality
of the soul. This is only one more of the many articles
that Elsie Cranmer has had published in reference to
the Faith, in magazines and periodicals read through-
out the world.

We have had an interesting letter from Mrs. C. P.
Vanston who lives in South Croydon, Surrey, who
seems to be an ardent contact worker for the Faith, and
reports interested enquirers from Woldingham. The
Rev. A. W. Rainbury, Vicar of Emmanuel Church,
South Croydon is reading The Bahd'i Revelation. Mrs.
Vanston encloses an article entitled ‘People in the
News’.

LEICESTER

In a recent letter to all Assemblies and Groups, the
Public Relations Committee put forward the idea that
Naw-Ruz was a good time for Bah4’{s to hold a cele-
bration party to which non-Bahd’s could be invited.
The Leicester friends thought this a good opportunity
to have a children’s party and this was carried out.
Twelve children attended with their parents on Satur-
day, 21st March in the Bah4’{ Centre, gaily decorated
for the event. After starting with children’s prayers,
various games were organised and prizes given to the
winners. Although the party involved much organising
it was very rewarding. In the evening a Unity Feast
was held, nineteen friends and contacts attending. The
devotional was followed by a short talk on the reason
for the celebration and many questions were put by the
contacts. The friends afterwards gathered for the social
part of the celebration when refreshments were served.
This was indeed a happy New Year’s Day.

We recently held a Thanksgiving Feast, originally
planned as a naming Feast for baby Jane Sinclair, to
which we invited two non-Bahd’{ families to bring



their babies, while four other young children attended,
two of whom were from non-Bahi’{ families. The
mothers all joined in reading appropriate Bahd’f
prayers and the non-Bah4’{ parents greatly enjoyed the
whole occasion, including the subsequent Feast. In all
there were 22 people present.

WOKINGHAM RURAL DISTRICT GROUP

At the time that Wokingham R.D. Group decided to
offer at Teaching Conference an attempt to attain
Assembly status the group of three Bahd’fs and one
youth were keenly joining with the Bah4’s of Bradfield
R.D. Group and Henley R.D. isloted believer in a new
co-ordinated teaching effort which has resulted in the
formation of a Rural Teaching Committee. Greatly
excited by the declaration of Helen Bailey to swell their
numbers, Wokingham R.D. held their first public
meeting in Wokingham Town Hall aided by the Rural
Teaching Committee on 18th March. Sending out over
300 cards with also newspaper and poster advertise-
ment. The meeting was well attended by 22 non-
Bah#’fs, 6 Bah&’s being present. David Hofman gave
an outstanding address and the question time was
enlivening. The whole atmosphere being greatly
assisted by a delightfully rearranged room and very
eye-catching book and poster display arranged by John
Morley of Bradfield R.D. The believers are in close
touch with most of the non-Bah4’{s who attended and
are actively following them up.

This was followed by a Nawruz party held at the
home of Jeannette and Owen Battrick to which 28 non-
Bah#’{s came, the party being 35 in all. We were grate-
ful for the support from American Sally True and
Nigerian Peter Kabisa from Oxford to give the party
an International flavour. The whole company present
sincerely wished the Bah&’{s well for their New Year
and there was a most happy and friendly atmosphere
which everybody enjoyed. The success of this delight-
ful evening was felt to be a landmark in publicising
the Faith in view of the fact that the Town Clerk ot
Reading and his wife, a County Councillor and a J.P.
(who asked for a book on the Faith as she departed)
were amongst the guests.

Another venture of this community is the display for
one year of two of the large posters by Willy Blum.
One situated on Wokingham Station, already in situ.

Cardiff
Extract from a letter from Marian Hofman

... I have just come from Cyme Park School. It
has been a great week-end for the Cause. The R.T.C.
arranged five minutes on television, ‘People and Places’
—for Mehranguiz Munziff’s costume show, and they
asked her what the Cause was, on the air! The Lord
Mayor of Southport and the Lady Mayoress attended
the Indian dinner officially, and were happy and
friendly. On Sunday night Margaret Shanks shared a
pulpit with the Unitarian minister and a Rabbi, and
did very well, to a full church. ...~

WEEK-END SCHOOL IN WALES
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On April 18th and 19th, thirty-eight Bah4’{s met at a
week-end schoo! in a small hotel. Visitors were wel-
comed from Bristol, Edinburgh, Hove and New-
market.

Dr. Ernest Miller gave the opening talk, “The essen-
tial verities of the Bahd’{ Faith’. Ian Semple spoke on
the relation of the Faith to other religions. In the
evening a party was held, at which slides were shown
with commentary on the Temple in Wilmette.

Philip Harvey, who had only just returned from
Haifa, gave a thrilling account of his most wonderful
pilgrimage.

On Sunday, Alma Gregory and Marian and David
Hofman gave a series of inspiring talks on the central
figures of the Faith on the Covenant.

Most of those who attended the school were Welsh.
At all devotionals, Mrs. Newman, an old lady of 86,
read Bahd'{ prayers in Welsh. Children also took part
in the readings and prayers. Delyth Jones, a talented
schoolgirl, contributed musically.  Since the school,
two of the Welsh ladies present have become Bahd’is.

ADDRESSES

National Secretary :

Joun FERRABY,
27 Rutland Gate, London, S.W.7.

National Treasurer:

Joun Long,
126 New Walk, Leicester.

National Teaching Committee Secretary :
Ian SEMPLE, ’
c/o Mrs. Crombie, 4 Melgund Terrace,
Edinburgh 7.
Editors Bah4’{ Journal:
VALERIE MorLEy (Secretary)
Joun MoORLEY

News Gatherer:

PrupENcE GEORGE, .
291 Hawthorne Crescent, Cosham, Portsmouth.
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