














PEOPLE AND PLACES 

Mehrangez Munsiff with the Mayor of Stockport on her extreme left and Louis Ross-Enfield on her right and 
other friends 

A CONDENSED REPORT FROM NORTH-WEST REGIONAL TEACHING COMMITTEE OF THE 
BAHA'fS OF THE BRITISH ISLES 

THIS COMMITTEE IS NOW SUPERCEDED BY THE NORTHERN TEACHING COMMITTEE 

This report tells us in full of all that led up to the historic occasion, when our beloved Faith was men­
tioned on television for the first time. 

At our Regional gathering we realised that the date 
of our Week-end School coincided with the Declara­
tion of the Bab, 23rd May, and we thought such an 
occasion required a special effort. We decided that 
having heard of the successful Indian dinners which 
Meherangez organises in London to help the London 
fund, might be a way of getting some publicity for the 
Faith in the North. Possibly there may be an oppor­
tunity, a very remote one, of getting publicity on the 
television or B.B.C., and we resolved to ask Meheran­
gez if she would do this for the Northern area. Natur­
ally, Meherangez was most helpful, as usual, and sug­
gested that as she had had a wide publicity in 
America, and been awarded the Award of the Ameri­
can Red Cross, we might use this in our publicity 
efforts, which we did. She suggested we arrange a Cos­
tume Display of national costumes from all countries. 
We did just this. The British Council was most helpful 
and we contacted various models. Then we invited the 
Mayor and Mayoress of Stockport, the adjoining town 
and they kindly accepted our invitation, we wrote to 
all sorts of people in Granada, and eventually on 
WednesdaY-lalmost 'D' day-we received a letter ask­
ing us to contact the producer of 'Peoples and Places' 
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and they asked us to try to organise to have the Cos­
tume Display included on the Thursday programme. 
Frantic 'phoning to Meherangez who had not even 
met the models and who was in London 3 p.m. Wed­
nesday. She gathered together the ingredients for the 
Indian dinner which was to be cooked for Lyme Hall, 
caught the 5.30 trains and was in Manchester 8.30 p.m. 
the same evening. 

How Baha'u'llah worked for us in this was fantastic! 
Everything worked out without a hitch, even to the 
fact that the previous act scheduled for the programme 
did not come up to the producer's expectations, and 
was cancelled at the last moment and Meherangez was 
allowed 4t minutes instead of the 3 minutes originally 
planned. Even the fact that the Persian costume was 
not completed in time and Golrokh Sabet not able to 
attend, gave Meherangez opportunities to mention the 
Faith; was not the hand of Bahd'u'ltah in this? 
Meherangez told me she spent the morning of Thurs­
day in most humble Prayer and Supplication for help 
and inspiration, and even complete strangers have told 
me how impressed they were by her presentation. This 
-our first opportunity to present the Faith on Granada 
was dignified, humorous, and very effective! We went 
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on to Lyme Hall with confidence and rejoicing. But 
greater things were to come in this memorable week­
end-historic events-the Mayor and Mayoress in their 
address told us how thrilled they were with our work. 
They had worked all their life for Moral Re-armament 
and were keenly intereste9. in every type of Inter­
national work. When they found our work had a 
spiritual basis as well, they were delighted and we feel 
a wonderful foundation has been laid for our Public 
Relations work. 

The dinner, thanks to Meherangez and some of the 
Persian ladies who helped, was a huge success (the 
Mayor had three helpings). Following this we had an 
International Costume Display, with some 130 guests 
present. It was in fact 'standing room' only, the room 
was packed. After this we had the reception with the 
Mayor and Mayoress, and a Social, with some enter­
tainment arranged and performed by members of the 
Blind Institute, a voluntary collection was taken for 
this Institute. 

The Press photographers attended and photographs 
taken; they are in the Stockport papers thiS week-end, 
and one paper asked for a written report of our Week­
end School which we have sent. 10 date I have no 
knowledge whether this has been published or not. 

The whole week-end was a huge success. We had 
decided to devote the sessions to learning about differ­
ent Faiths and we studied Judaism, Buddhism, Zoro­
astrianism (having Meherangez was a wonderful 
opportunity tor this), Christiamty, Islam and the know­
ledge we gained from these seSSIOns was very valuable 
for our teaching work. 

We had an N.T.C. session on Sunday morning, and 
Meherangez enthralled us with stories of her American 
experiences, and gave us many ideas. Everyone con­
cerned with the venture worked so hard and in .a har­
monious and happy unity that this fact alone is worthy 
of special mention because it was the major factor in 
our achievement, and I would like to record the thanks 
of this Committee to each and every one concerned for 
this help. 

NEWS FROM THE BRITISH BAHA'1 "COMMUNITY 

REGIONAL NEWS 

POINTS OF SPECIAL INTEREST DRAWN FROM THE NORTHERN IRELAND REGIONAL TEACHING COMMITTEE REPORT ON THE 
LONG WEEK-END SCHOOL, 12TH-15TH JUNE, 1959 

This School was held at the Redcliff Hotel, Bangor, 
Co. Down, which proved a most excellent house for 
such a function. The management and staff showed us 
kindly consideration, and were very willing and oblig­
ing. 

The friends from overseas and Eire were all so happy 
to be with the N. Ireland friends. It was like one long 
Unity Feast. The ages ranged from babyhood to over 
80. The group of youth between 15 and 25 was a live 
element, that took part in the discussion on the lectures 
very ably. There were no youth or children's classes­
the school was too short to allow for such, the lectures 
were of a high standard, yet simple to follow. This 
was the desire of the Northern Ireland Community. 

Mr. and Mrs. Villiers Stuart organised a wonderful 
trip for the friends who were free to "take advantage of 
it. One afternoon, in glorious sunshine, they went to 
Greenisland. Half the party sailed in the yacht Winifred 

across the Belfast Lough, the others going by car, re­
turning vice versa. There were also car runs into the 
country, bathing, and rowing during free time. 

On the third day a Teaching Conference of two 
sessions was held. The teaching in both Northern Ire­
land and Eire was discussed. It was pointed out by our 
Board Member Marion Hofman that Eire and N or­
thern Ireland were spiritua:lly one and the North 
should help the South to gain its goals in the ten year 
Crusade. Dublin had to be built up with Irish-born 
believers and become incorporated. Cork had to be 
raised to Assembly status. The work in Eire was 
different from Northern Ireland. The Cause needed 
guarding, and protecting, and not proclamation at this 
time. Personal teaching, and small firesides were pos­
sible. Marion Hofman affirmed that the E.A.T.C. and 
the N.S.A. need to be in constant touch with the work 
in Eire. 

FROM THE LOCAL COMMUNITIES 

LEICESTER 
Heavenly confirmations have followed the departure 

on fresh pioneering of Pat and Ian Sinclair from the 
" Leicester community! 

Although going with their full backing the Leicester 
Assembly was keenly aware that this reduced the com­
munity to less than 9, while not all of those remaining 
were able to be active. 

Since the approval by the N.T.C. of the Sinclairs 
moving to Loughborough to support the two youth 
pioneers there, there have been two declarations in 
Leicester restoring its numbers. 

Is this not an example of how the heavenly confirma­
tions Row from pioneering? 
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LIVERPOOL 
Since our W orId Religion Day meeting in January, 

when 125 people were present, we have entered upon a 
period of considerable activity. In April we had a 
follow-up meeting at the Adelphi Hotel (dear to us 
be: ause of its associations with 'Abdu'l-Baha's visit tJ 

Liverpool in 1913). David Hofman spoke on the Baha'i 
Faith to about 65 people, most of whom were not 
Baha'is, which was very encouraging. 

We have lost one of our members in Terry Dunne, 
who volunteered to pioneer to Cork at Teaching Con­
ference and has now established herself there. Our 
prayers go with her. In her place we have a new 
declaration from Mrs. Ursula Pullen, whom we are " 
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delighted to welcome into our community, particularly 
because she is German. Shomais Afnan, with her two 
little children, has also joined her husband since our 
last report, and we are so happy for them that they are 
a united family once more. The Afnans have got them­
selves a very nice flat and are now holding regular fire­
sides on Sunday evenings. 

Our members go over to Southport regularly to help 
and support Margaret Shanks and ten of u~ attend~d 
the memorable Service of Three Faiths (JewIsh, Chns­
tian and Baha'i) held in the Unitarian Church on 24th 
May, in which Margaret took part. No ~OU?t. she her­
self has reported on this, but it was a~ mspInng oc~a­
sian for all concerned and an expresslOn of the deSIre 
for mutual understanding between religions. 

At the moment we are glad to have Aldy Robarts 
amongst us, on leave from Africa until July. We have 
al s~ had a visit from Ernest Miller, who left us to 
pioneer to Cardiff a few years ago. Ian Semple has re­
cently paid us a visit and we were glad of the. oppor­
tunity to discuss our plans and problems with our 
Board Member. Ian also gave us an extremely interest­
ina talk at the Centre the following evening on the 
Se~rch for Truth. In spite of short notice, we managed 
to collect a number of friends to hear him, and all 
found his lucid, sympathetic approach very helpful. 

As this goes to press we expect .a visit from the repre· 
sentatives of the newly-appointed Northern England 
Regional ' Teaching Committee to discuss teaching 
plans for the future. Conscious of t~e. great task that 
devolves upon all of us in the remammg years of the 
Crusade, we look forward to a period of unprecedented 
activity and expansion in Liverpool as a result of this 
conference. To this end, each month one of our regular 
Wednesday evening 'public' meetings will be devoted 
to prayer and meditation. 

LONDON 

London continues to hold Thursday public meetings 
which are well attended and at which lively discussion 
takes place, but the most memorable rec~nt occasion 
was when we were addressed by Mrs. Louhe Matthews 
from the United States. In her ninetieth year she gave 
a most stimulating talk on 'East and West', largely 
drawing upon her own experiences over .three decades 
-her early days in Paris when she receIved a Tablet 
from 'Abdu'l-Baha in which He said 'Do thou go 
home and be humble and by and by thou wilt become 
'Abdu'l-Baha's lion and roar across the seven seas'. 
This in fact she is still' doing and spreading the Faith 
of Baha'u'llah. Her book Not Every Sea Hath Pearls 
is obtainable from America and should be well worth 
reading. . 

There are three firesides held each week m and 
around London, and two other areas have been selected 
for study classes to be held weekly where there are 
sufficient Baha'IS in one area. 

On 9th June Mr. Egan Kamming, who has recently 
been on pilgrimage to Haifa, showe? slides h~ had 
taken in the Holy Land and told fnends of hIS ex­
periences. Hand of the Cause of God Mr. John Ferraby 

TO 

explained in some detail the work which has to be 
done at the World Centre. 

Several London Baha'IS went to a gathering in the 
home of Mr. Torrey Pilgrim and his wife where, 
among forty guests we discovered there were fiftee~ 
different nationalities and many of them were told of 
some of the basic teachings of our Faith. 

The Environs of Reading Committee 

Some of the members of the above Committee de­
cided to visit the Guardian's Memorial in North 
London, ~t a time when some of the Reading Assembly 
could join us-from a distance-to pray for the 
Pioneers. 

Those of us who were there on August 13th carried 
a sheaf of deep red roses to lay at the foot of the marble 
steps, we did not lay them on the steps for fear ?f 
aaining the marble, but after a night of heavy ram 
there was a pool of water on the path, into which we 
laid the stems of the roses. One of us had not stood 
upon that spot since the day we laid Shogi Effendi to 
rest-when the most beautiful Persian woman knelt, 
like Niobi-all tears, and had then flung herself weep­
ing upon the Guardian's flower-laden casket. Then we 
had been a little conscious of the significance of that 
blessed spot-now, as we gazed up, and up the slender 
white column to the lightly poised eagle on the top of 
the world, we could not think of it as a grave. It 
seemed to us like a beacon, a lantern, filled with the 
blessed light of Truth. 

The whole cemetery garden was deserted that morn­
ing, and the warmth of the red walls of the Baha'I 
sanctuary glowed through the light mist, giving an 
added beauty to the gateway, and as we mounted the 
steps to the inI,ler court to pray, a gentle noon-day sun 
struck golden fire from the Eagle's wings. 

'0 Beloved of All Hearts.' 

Everywhere the pioneers are going ou~ to their po~ts , 
in joyful anticipation, in humble lonlllless, returmng 
to a vast and deserted outpost, or facing the antagon­
isms of the big city. Overseas, or on the Home Front, 
we prayed for them, the Knights and the Pioneers-
' ... in the wilderness, the mountain, the valley, the 
forests, the prairies, and the . seas, be Thou their con­
fidant .. .' 
And for those who are but now arising, and making 
ready to leave their homes, those who. are receivin~ 
the tests which are the bounty of all plOneers-for It 
is necessary they become as tempered steel if they are 
to bear the Knightly sword of Truth. 
' ... Thou whose tests are the healing medicine to such 
as are nigh unto Thee, whose sword is the ardent desire 
of all them that love Thee ... ' 

For those who remain at home, we prayed that we 
might with loyalty serve the Pioneers, and in serving 
them, serve God. 

'0 God! 0 God! Cause us to drink from the cup of 
Thy bestowal. Illumine our faces with the light of 
guidance; make us firm in Thine ancient Covenant. 
Suffer us to become Thy sincere servants .. .' 
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MANCHESTER 

We have just presented to the Manchester City 
Library, three new copies of Portals to Freedom. 
These are to be donated on our behalf, to the libraries 
of three of the largest hospitals in this area. Together 
with these books we sent along quite a number of good 
fiction books (second-hand copies which the friends 
could spare) as we felt that such a gift should have a 
general appeal, but should include the key to real free­
dom. Weare allowed to leave a slip in the books, in­
dicating the identity of the donors. 

Our Baha'i Youths are very active and are hoping to 
form a Baha'i Society at the University during next 
term. They recently arranged a picnic in Chester, with 
several contacts. It was most enjoyable and blessed as 
they were fortunate in having with them Paul Adams, 
the Knight of Baha'u'IIah to Spitzbergen. (Later on 
Paul dispensed to everyone spiritual exilaration and 
good humour in rich quantities.) 

We feel that picnics 'of this kind, arranged from 
time to time, in the districts of small groups or isolated 
believers, can become, both good aids to teaching, and 
provide relaxation at the same time during the summer 
months. . 

Furthermore, this community is trying to 'bridge the 
gap' for non-Baha'i friends who may shy away from 
an invitation to 'firesides'. We have arranged, there­
fore, once a month so far, informal evenings of play 
and poetry readings, and musical programmes, .at 
which direct teaching does not take place, but at which 
non-Baha'IS may meet believers and at a later stage, 
through personal acquaintanceship may be asked, with 
some confidence to 'come along to a fireside'. So far 
we have had only two such evenings, but they have 
brought · forth several interested people who wish to 
attend such informal gatherins. A couple who had 
previously been very reserved, now felt so welcome, 
and attracted, they offered to hold a fireside at their 
home with the help of some Baha'is. 

NOTTINGHAM 

When Afagh gave a partly recently, to celebrate her 
birthday, some nurses who were present showed a 
great interest in the Baha'i pictures on the walls of 
the temporary Baha'i Centre, where the party was 
being held. Brian Dilworth-another guest-gave 
them an introduction to the Faith. 

At the Centre recently, Marion Hofman paid us a 
visit, and spoke on 'The Path to Peace'. 

PONTYPRIDD 

On Saturday, 14th July, Pontypridd Baha'is held 
their first social function at Wig-Fash, Porthcawl. A 
picnic was arranged, but, indifferent weather necessi­
tated an indoor tea. A bungalow had been loaned by 
good friends Mr. and Mrs. Williams, and they gave 
everyone a warm and generous welcome. 

Twenty-seven people were present, seven of these 
were minors. We were given that wonderful feeling 
one gets on greeting old and new friends. A new one, 
when Paul Adams came, and fitted immediately into 
our circle. He gave an interesting and enjoyable talk 

on his recent journeys. Old friends, when Alma 
Gregory and her daughter from Bristol, and John and 
Greta Fozdar came from Gloucester. John and Greta 
held a very special place in Pontypridd as they gave 
us all instruction in the Faith, and followed it up with 
a ' great deal of encouragement, imd a great example. 

PORTSMOUTH 

Despite the illness of several members, this Assembly 
is planning the Teaching Programme for the Ninth 
Session. It is our hope that World Religion Day will 
attract many seekers and with the co-operation of the 
various representatives of many religions, the unity of 
the Baha'I Faith will be demonstrated to all. Several 
groups are opening -doors to Baha'i speakers. Invita­
tions have already been accepted from the Secretary 
of Toe H, and the Community Centre of Portsmouth. 
In August Prudence George has been invited to speak 
for a Theosophist group at Bognor. 

Sohul Bushun from Khartoum has been accepted by 
the University of Southampton in October, where, for 
the next three years he will study for his Doctorate in 
English Literature. -Sohul will be of valuable assistance 
to the Faith in this area, we hope to introduce him to 
many groups and clubs. His knowledge of conditions 
in the Middle East may help introduce the Faith. We 
had several Baha'is visiting recently, Irene Bennett 
from Nairobi gave an excellent talk and an intimate 
picture of the work in Kenya. Paul Adams was greatly 
appreciated, all those who met him, realised the cour­
age, and deepened Faith of this splendid Baha'i, who 
spoke with a maturity gained by his service in an iso­
lated part of the world. 

WOKINGHAM RURAL DISTRICT GROUP 

Those of us who have been fortunate enough to 
attend Baha'i schools are aware of the tremendous 
feeling of loving unity that pervades such gatherings. 
Wokingham R.D. Group held a one-day school, which 
we believe to be unique for a group in this country, 
on July 19th. 

The importance of visibly demonstrating to our con­
tacts that we can enjoy ourselves besides busily teach­
ing the Faith is not alway's sufficiently emphasised, and 
yet it is a teaching medium in itself. To this end the 
'school' commenced on the Saturday evening with a 
barbecue. 

The weather was glorious and the pungent smell of 
burning charcoal in our home-made barbecue of old 
bricks, with two shelves from the kitchen oven on top, 
from which drifted ' a tantalising aroma of sizzling 
sausages, encouraged an air of complete informality. 
Here was indeed a human herbaceous border of 'har­
mony in diversity' set in a village garden. Many con­
tacts who had shyly agreed to attend the barbecue, but 
made 'no promises' for the following day, were so 
moved by the atmosphere, that they not only came to 
the school, but they stayed longer than they intended. 

The success of this week-end is due in on small part 
to the wonderful support from the Baha'IS who 
attended from London, Gloucester, Oxford, Salisbury, 
Reading, and Wraysbury, and the team work of the 
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three groups who make up the Rural T.C. and the 
Wokingham group is extremely grateful to the~ all. 

The talks on the Sunday, all given by members of 
the grQups, were most successful. The youth, amongst 
whom were two very recent declarations, not only 
spoke well in their session on the Youth Forum, but 
their knowledge and sincerity greatly impressed non­
Baha'IS. The total attending the school, 21 non-Baha'I 
and 18 Baha'IS. 

THE CRUSADE IN EUROPE 

On June 20/2ISt the Hands of the Cause in Europe 
called a Conference in Copenhagen, to which were in­
vited the members of the Auxiliary Boards for Protec­
tion and Propagation, and a representative from each 
National Assembly in Europe. The Conference was, 
moreover, much honoured by the presence of Amatu'l­
Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum, representing the Custodians 
in Haifa. At the request of the four European Hands 
present (Ugo Giachery, John Ferraby, Hermann Gross­
mann, Adelbert Muhlschlegel) she was asked to act as 
chairman and during the two days she guided the 
friends present in a very precise and careful assessment 
of the goals of the Crusade still to be ac~ieved in 
Europe and the resources and plans and needs. Above 
all, she wanted to obtain for. the Custodians the exact. 
situation in · each country and what the Custodians 
could do to help. The emphasis throughout the Con­
ference was on the terrible shortness of time left-each 
day past is one less in which to achieve the goals, and 
on .the need to concentrate on the Crusade goals and 
not to be diverted to anything else, however important 
or attractive it may seem. 

The four Regional Spiritual Assemblies in Europe 
have, as goals of the Crusade, to be developed into 
National Spiritual Assemblies for each component 
country, and for the goals to be fully achieved by 
1963, these new N.S.A.s must be formed in 1962 so 
that they can during the ensuing year become incor­
porated. That means that the local Assemblies on 
which they will be based must be formed at Ridvan 
1961, less than two years from now. This is a tre~en­
dous task and there are ways in which Britain can 
help, in spite of ou'r own tre~endous task, because we 
do not have to achieve all our local Assemblies quite so 
quickly. 
S~me British teachers will be .asked to visit Europe 

from time to time. 
All the British friends are asked to pray for the 

work in Europe, both individually and at each I9-Day 
Feast. 

Any British friends going abroad for holidays or 
business are asked to get in touch with the N.S.A. 
before going, as they can probably help in the country 
they are going to. 

The situation in the various countries is as follows­
BENELUX 

Belgium Goal 

H olland Goal 
Luxembourg 

4 L.S.A.s Have 2 Need 2 + 
7 centres 

8 L.S.A.s Have 2 Need 6 
4 L.S.A.s Have Need 3 

SCANDINAVIA / FINLAND 
Sweden Coal 

Norway Goal 

Finland 
. Denmark 

4 L.S.A.s Have 2 Need 2 + 
IS centres 

4 L.S.A.s . Have 2 Need 2 + 
12 centres 

4 L.S.A.s Have I Need 3 
4 L.S.A.s Have 2 Need 2 

IBERIAN PENINSULA 

Spain Goal 
Portugal. Goal ... 

hALO' SWISS 
Switzerland Goal 
Italy Goal 

FRANCE Goal 
GERMANY Goal 
BRITISH ISLES Goal 

8 L.S.A.s 
8 L.S.A.s 

12 L.S.A.s 
12 L.S.A.s 

8 L.S.A.s 
30 L.S.A.s 
48 L.S.A.s 

Have 9 
Have 3 Need 5 

Have 5 Need 7 
Have 5 Need 7 
Have 7 Need I 

Have 18 Need 12 
Have 26 Need 22 

Anyone who can .attend any of the European Sum­
mer Schools will also be helping the work over there. 

We give a list below of those known to us : 

Scandinavia. Fana, near Bergen, Norway. July ·2ft/ 31. 

Be~elux. Vianden, Luxemburg. July .25 / Aug. '2. 

International Youth School.' Echternach, Luxemburg. 
Aug. I/ra. 

France. Beaulieu-sur-Mer (Alpes Maritimes). Aug. 29/ 
Sept. 3. .. 

Austria. Srjach, Karnten. AQg. 23131. 

Germany. Bad Arolsen (Waldeck). Sept. 13/20; 
!talo/ Swiss. Bex-les-Bains. Sept. 19/26. 

We have re-printed the abov.e .report already issued 
by the National Spiritual Assembly of the .Baha'is of 
the British Isles, so that the friends in all Communities 
canmedita~e and discuss the importance of the Crusade 
in Europe, of which the British. Isles is a part, consider 
the part the British Baha'IS must play in it, and pray 
for its ultimate victory. 

ADDRESSES 

National Secreta~y. John Ferraby, 27 Rutland Gate, 
Lond.on, S.W.7. 

Assistant Secretary. Dorothy Ferraby, 27 Rutland Gate, 
London, S.W.7. 

National . Treasurer. John Long, 126 New Walk, 
Leicester. ... 

Secretary National Te'aching Committee. John Wade, 
14 Northumberland Road, New Barnet. 

Edito1's Baha' i Journal. Valery .Morley, John Morley, 
15 Langley Hill Clo·se, Calcot, Berks. 

Liason Baha'i Journal Committee, and the Local 
Communities. Geoffrey Bridle, cj o Mr. and Mrs. 
O. Battrick, Field House, Longfield Road, Twyford, 
Berks. . 

~nLVWElL rRES~ ALFRED STREET, OXFURU 
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