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TEACHING CONFERENCE

Tue Last THIRTY-NINE MoNTHS OF THE CRUSADE
This Urgent and Pressing Hour

Few non-Bahd’is can appreciate the thrilling urgency
with which Bah#’is set forth for Teaching Conference
—this year the sense of anticipation with which the
Bah#’fs arrived at Sheffield grew into an atmosphere
of hope, and determination during the two days of in-
tensive work, when the room filled and re-filled with
Bah4’is who had travelled many miles to be there even
for a few hours. The Programme was planned to call
forth the utmost resolve on the part of all of us. The
letter from the Hands set the pace. Of their determin-
ation, clear as a flash of light, to establish the Universal
House of Justice in 1963 we were left in no doubt, of
our part in that collossal, and awe-inspiring work we
were soon to be assured.

No time was wasted, gone was the pleasant if dilitory
gathering together for a start, each session pressed for-
ward, and emphasised the extreme urgency of the hour,
and as the Conference ended we were conscious of a
deep sense of acceptance of individual responsibility.

The plan presented to us by the National Teaching
Conference, a plan to speed up the work of the teach-
ing both in the British Isles, and in Europe, is reported
in ‘Home Front’. It is a plan that makes the task ahead
crystal clear. This task which must become ‘the dom-
inating passion of our lives’—a call to each and every
believer to allow no opportunity to be missed.

There were many great and moving moments during
the Conference. Perhaps one of its greatest was the
moment when John Wade rose to leave the Conference
to go on his pilgrimage to Haifa—it happened sud-
denly—there was no time to prepare a message to send
by him to the Hands of the Cause—he took it verbally
—our pledge that we would implement the letters from
the Hands. John Wade left the room to take our words
to Haifa—now we must translate those words into
deeds, that is our task in the next thirty-nine months.

There were many tremendous words spoken during
those two days—in the farewell message from our
Beloved Hand Hassan Balyuzi, and in that of our
auxiliary Board Member Dorothy Ferraby, and in the
talk given by our auxiliary Board Member Marion
Hofman, who reminded us that in completing the
Crusade we have a special mission—‘we can never
again so serve the Beloved Guardian—in that we are
so blessed’.

Yt

OUR INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY

‘To be alone . . . where there are no other Bahd’is
. . . that is really to pioneer . . . then one is by oneself
with Bah4’u’ll4h.’

These words in a pioneer’s letter ring in our ears as
insistently as the words of the Beloved Guardian, re-
called afresh for us in the letters from the Hands of
the Cause in Haifa. Because, as assuredly as the fact
that we must labour unceasingly for the success of the
Crusade, is the fact that we are, each one of us, where
ever we are, alone with Bah4’u’lldh in our individual
responsibility for the spread of the Faith.

The words of the Guardian leave us in no doubt, no
measure of doubt. . . . So much depends upon us, so
pregnant with possibilities is the present stage in the
evolution of the Plan, that great and small, individuals,
groups and Assemblies, white and coloured, young
and old, neophytes and veterans, settlers, pioneers. . . .

The pioneers have gone forth—seventy-two pioneer
movements since last teaching conference—they have
shouldered their responsibilities, made their sacrifices,
are now facing their tests. They need the support of
our love, and our prayers, the sacrifice of our lives—
not to be laid down, as in the heroic age—but to be
used, our bodies to strive with, our hearts to love with,
our minds to propel those bodies forth to serve the
Cause—to Teach! Unceasingly to teach! We must
love, and teach, and draw the souls to the love of
Baha'u’llah.

How can we do it? Time is short—there is the daily
bread to be earned, how can we give all the time the
Faith needs?

Surely we can only do it by obedience to His behests,
through the strength of His prayers, through the in-
stitution of the Nineteen Day Feast, which the Bib
inaugurated for us, and Bahd’w’lldh implemented for
us. The Feast wherein we gain added strength through
our love for each other, to do the tasks we are called
to do.

How can we perform these tasks?—we are poor, in-
adequate—others seem so much more fitted to teach, to
talk, to write. We cannot escape that way. It depends
upon cach one of us, NOW |—not tomorrow, or next
week, or ‘when things are easier for me at the office’ or
‘in the factory’ or ‘at home’. The task must be per-
formed now, and by us.

‘The task summoning us to a challenge, unprece-
dented in its gravity and force, is too vast and sacred,
the time too short, the hour too perilous, the workers
too few. ...

We cannot ignore those words, with that call in our
ears we must go forth on each and every day, to pioneer
in the material world, and teach the Cause of God !

O My God, permit me to be entirely Thine, occupied
only with thoughts of Thee, inflamed by the fire of
Thy love and separated from all except Thee, so that I
may work in Thy Cause, spread Thy wisdom, transmit
Thy knowledge and impart the joy of knowing Thee.

From a prayer revealed by ‘Abdu’l-Bah4



NEWS FROM THE BRITISH BAHA’{
COMMUNITY

BrackrooL

We continue to hold our weekly firesides, which are
well attended. The majority of our contacts, unfortun-
ately, live outside the city limits, but willingly travel
quite a distance each week to attend in all weathers;
which greatly heartens us. In the past few months we
have had quite a few outside speakers, B. Shepherd,
I. Bennett, K. Kouchekzadeh, B. Dillworth, L. Ross
Enfield. It was lovely to see them all again. We have
just had a visit from Mrs. Prudence George (Ports-
mouth) over Christmas and New Year, and in spite of
the holidays, and the terrible weather she managed to
get quite a lot of teaching done here, also travelling to
Blackburn, visiting contacts of ours there.

We also helped with the first Public meeting in
Blackburn last month, making them a large poster
which was outside the Y.M.C.A. with a photograph of
the Shrine of the B4db. A car load of us went over to
support them. Let us hope that great things will come
of it.

BirMINGHAM

We have three recent declarations in Birmingham.
They are all young people, over twenty-one, so they
will be full voting members! They were accepted at
our last Nineteen Day Feast on January 20th. They are
Mr. John Humphries, Miss Brenda Brazier, Miss Tess
Chinn. These three young folk attended our weekly
firesides started in September 1959, they were the only
enquirers attending. We are now planning our weekly
fireside with new Enquirers.

World Religion Day was held on January 1oth at
the Imperial Hotel. This was only a small gathering,
but quite a lot of interest was apparent by new En-
quirers. Miss Audrie Rogers Baha’i, and Dr. Krishna
Nair a Hindu of India, shared the platform as our
Guest Speakers.

BourNEMOUTH

Our Sunday meetings at our centre are interesting as
many as nineteen and twenty-four people. Those who
are drawing nearer to the Faith we have on a prayer
list, hoping they will bring our numbers up to in-
corporation.

World Religion Day Meeting was held at the Devon-
shire Hotel, the weather was intensely cold, but forty-
five courageous people came to support our panel of
speakers.

Susan Jeffries from Talbot Heath School gave a very
clear account of the Hindu Faith.

A Jewish Rabbi seemed to create great interest
from our audience. The Zoroastrian Faith was given
by a lady who also organised the meeting held by
Brother Manders—the Spiritual Healer. The Buddhist
Faith and the Christian were given by Bahd’i. We
were fortunate in having a young student to give his
Faith on Islam. Mrs. Susan Sweet, a comparatively
new Bah#’{ gave a concise talk on the Faith that unites
all Faiths.

A Weekly Fireside is held at Mrs. Beale’s home every
Friday, she hopes to get to know her neighbours in her
residential area by a house to house, or flat to flat visit,
as she interests people in the Save the Children, and
Refugee effort.

Our Bournemouth and Christchurch community
attend the International Fellowship Club. Bournemouth
are attending Firesides weekly at Christchurch and
Winchester.

PorTsmouTH NEws

The Faith has had much publicity in the Evening
News during January. We held World Religion Day
on January 17th, at the Portsmouth Brotherhood
Meeting with Soheil B. Bushrui speaking on World
Unity. He gave a wonderful talk which was greatly
appreciated. The chairman’s remark when closing this
meeting “was ‘Do not forget that we are all in the
brotherhood of mankind’. Trevor Bowen was chairman
of this meeting and was able to include the Prayer for
All Nations. A good write-up was given of this meet-
ing in the local paper.

Our advertising has brought in 3 new contacts who
are now reading and studying the Bah4’i Teachings.
Another contact has renewed her interest in the Faith
after 5 years, and has become very close.

Prudence George has returned from visiting the
friends in the north, where she gave talks and met
several contacts, since then she has spoken at a Bah#’
Meeting in Hove, and to the Portsmouth Theosophists.

Soheil Bushrui gave an inspiring talk to the Cosham
Townswomen’s Guild, this too was greatly appreciated,
and was followed by a write-up in the same local paper.

We were so pleased to see Lady Hornell again, her
visits are such a delight renewing us with calm confi-
dence and inspiration. She was able to meet some of
our close contacts too.

We hold regular Sunday and Tuesday meetings, a
study class, and other firesides during the week. The
friends are regularly supporting Winchester and are
preparing a programme together for a week-end School
in March.

REeapING

A Teaching Committee has been formed in Reading
and their first task was to organise a One Day School
for February 28th, at which John Wade will be the
speaker in the morning, and in the afternoon there will
be a Brains Trust under the Chairmanship of Harmut
Grossman, who is visiting the Reading Community
just now. In the evening we hope to have music and
films. A public meeting is scheduled for March 22nd
when Tan Semple is speaking. We celebrated World
Religion Day with a full meeting of speakers on all
the World Faiths. Our audience was small, but we felt
a genuine interest had been stirred in some of the
people present.

TwYFORD

We are running a second series in our Wednesday
Study Course. This teaching is supplemented by our
Sunday evening talks and discussions. We feel a great
need for more contacts in our area—we hope that the
public meeting towards which we are now working
will achieve these. To this, Twyford’s first public
meeting, we are inviting the entire population of Twy-
ford! Remembering the Guardian’s injunction that
Bah&’fs should be audacious we decided we had nothing
to loose and everything to gain by inviting 3,000. This
we shall achieve by a door to door invitation. A mass
distribution carried out with the assistance of Reading
Assembly. This is a part of our 1009’ introduction to
the Faith in our village.



THE BAHA’f FAITH REPRESENTED AT UNIVERSITY ‘SOCIETY’S’ FAIR IN CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE NEWS

This year the Cambridge Bahd’is were again invited
to hold a stall at the University’s ‘Societies’ Fair’,
which resulted in a great many enquiries—nearly two
hundred—and much publicity for the Faith. Willy
Blum designed a colourful, yet dignified stall, using
his poster as part of the ‘back-cloth’, and ours was un-
doubtedly one of the most attractive stands at the Fair.
David Hofman and Ian Semple came to Cambridge
specially for the occasion and their help in answering
some of our more intellectual enquirers was very much
appreciated ! The photograph shows Ian Semple at the
stall with (left to right) Mahin Tofigh, Ida Kouchek-
zadeh and (standing) Peter Vuyiya.

Since the Fair many successful meetings have been
held, almost all of which have been attended by one or
two people who were attracted by the Bah4’{ stall. In
November, Ian Semple opened our new Centre, which
all the friends had helped to furnish and decorate.
Meetings are held there every Wednesday, study classes
on alternate Mondays and devotionals on Sunday
mornings.

Among the recent speakers we have welcomed from
outside Cambridge are Vivian Isenthal, Marina Nazar,
Willy Blum, Philip Hainsworth, Meherangiz Munsiff,
Torry Pilgrim, Ray Humphrey. Special meetings were
a public meeting at a café, when Philip Hainsworth
spoke, and on World Religion Day visitors belonging
to the Hindu, Christian and Buddhist faiths read pas-
sages from their scriptures at the Centre, after which
Meherangiz Munsiff gave a stirring talk on the Faith.

Miss Homayoun Dastan (from Iran and Leicester)
and Mrs. Lamee Nikanpur (Iran and London) have
now settled happily in Cambridge and it is a great
joy to have them, also Lamee’s two lovely children.
It was hard to say good-bye to our vivacious Secretary,
Jan Coppen, who has pioneered to Portugal, but she
writes that she is very happy and teaching the Faith
energetically wherever she goes. As her addresses
change from one letter to the next sometimes, we ex-
pect the country must be well on fire by now! In
spite of having had four pioneers since Summer School,
Cambridge still needs some more, as they seem to
have a habit of moving from here to more distant goals.

WORLD RELIGION DAY AND FOLLOW-UP
MEETING AT MANCHESTER

The celebration of World Religion Day in Man-
chester took place, as in previous years, in the Town
Hall. Altogether there were about 70 people present,
25 of whom were contacts.

The meeting was introduced by the Lord Mayor—a
leading Methodist of the City. The panel of speakers
consisted of two students from the Technical College,
one representing the Students’ Christian Movement
and the other a Persian, speaking on Isldm.



[World Religion Day in Manchester—continued |

Owen Battrick represented our beloved Faith. He
and his wife had motored across the Pennines to par-
ticipate. Owen’s talk swept like a fresh breeze through
the Town Hall and was enjoyed and appreciated by all.
The title of the talks was ‘My Religion and its Teach-
ings’.

The Jewish representative was the Rev. Dr. Slotki,
M.A.Litt.,, Prof. Emeritus of Manchester University
and eminent education specialist for the Jews of Man-
chester and Salford. He encouraged everyone to visit
the Shrine of the B4b, which he himself had visited.
He spoke of its beauty and that he was very impressed.
His talk revealed the innumerable rituals which seemed
to surround orthodox Jewry like a strait jacket. And
the Chairman afterwards befittingly spoke of orthodox
Jews enjoying their deprivations.

The Christian student was preoccupied with sin and
not at all with the Law of Love, while the Moslem
wanted to repudiate the reputation for warfare
attributed to the followers of Muhammad. One suc-
ceeded in casting gloom and the other elevated warfare
to holiness.

It fell to the Bahd’i speaker to give a glowing con-
tribution that was the highlight of the evening. It
shone like a brilliant star in darkness.

There was no time for discussion but the Chairman
invited all questions to be brought to the follow-up
meeting at the Midland Hotel a week later. This was
a public talk given most ably by John Long and at
which a number of non-Bah4’i friends from the Town
Hall were present.

A visual display of pictures and posters had been
mounted at the Town Hall by the National Visual
Aids Committee. Our Librarian displayed Bahd’i
books and a week prior to World Religion Day, fifty
Corporation buses had mounted inside downstairs a
notice 24 in by 11 in. advertising World Religion Day
in the Town Hall, sponsored by the Bahd’i Com-
munity of Manchester.

Both occasions were enjoyable and relatively suc-
cessful. They helped to draw several contacts very close
to the Faith and to further consolidate the community.

ERRATA

The letters from Lord Samuel, and Arnold Toynbee
printed in Bahd’i Journal of November, 1959, have
not apeared in the National Press as stated but were
written in explanation, and defence of the Faith during
the trials in Turkey last year.

ADDITIONS TO THE COMMUNITY
[ Continued from last issue]

From [uly 1958

Margaret Harvey Birmingham
Foad Mahbouby (from Iran) Southsea
Aramesh Mahbouby (from Iran) Southsea

Sepehr Mahbouby (from Iran)  Southsea
Irene Robinson Swannington
Brian Dilworth Altrincham

Farzaneh Hemmaty (from Iran) Corby
Natimba Lubwama

(from Uganda) Eristol
Parviz Mohandessi (from Iran) London
Delphine Gibson Leeds

Matthew Frere-Smith Stalham
Hooshang Cohan (from Iran)  Stretford
Abbas Afnan (from Iran) Liverpool
Susan Jeffery (youth) Bournemouth
Ingrid Miiller Manchester
Ferdosieh Nickbin (from Iran) London
Alkert Robinson v . Swannington
Qudratullah Jamshidi

(youth from Pakistan) Dunmurry
Beman Khosravinezhad

(from Pakistan) Belfast
Mustapha Sosseh Belfast
Hardy Fye Belfast
Margaret Sinclair Bellshill
Edward Sinclair Bellshill
Ursula Gehrlein (youth) Cambridge
James McLellan ; Ashton-under-Lyne
Pearl Boyett Portsmouth

Alice Bryden Portsmouth
Ziaollah Nikubonyad
* (from Iran) London

Mitra Rezvani (youth from Iran) Northampton
Parvin Vatanparasti

(youth from Iran) Northam
Maurice Stothert Chester
Edith Stothert Chester

Maringeh Milani
(youth from Iran) Poole

Mary Hayward Mountsorrel
Nergez Aftabi (from India) Edinburgh
Mehraban Firoozmand

(from Turkey) Edinburgh
Parivash Firoozmand

(from Turkey) Edinburgh

Mehrassa Khorassani (from Iran) Southwick

Dorothy Kennedy Bangor (N.I.)
Trevor Bowen Portsmouth
James Coady Motherwell
Awa Sosseh (youth) Belfast
Beatrice Newman Pontypridd
Dorothy Dewhirst Bournemouth
Kathleen Abbott London
Phyllis Pilgrim London
David Solomon (youth) Cardiff
Colin King Belfast
Helen Bailey Reading
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