
















MESSAGE FROM HASAN M. BAL YUzt 
REVERED HAND OF THE CAUSE 

TO CONVENTION 118 
Beloved Friends, 

This year I shall be at two of the twenty-one his­
toric Conventions of Latin America and the Antilles, 
and cannot be with you at your Convention, which is 
indeed also historic. Please pray for me, and I shall be 
remembering you. Just before leaving for Quito I was 
given some very good news-wonderful and soul­
uplifting. I was told there was every reason to hope 
that all the existing Assemblies would be maintained, 
and in addition to those Assemblies scheduled to be 
formed this year, Canterbury would also attain 
Assembly status. Some weeks ago the situation seemed 
bleak. But this is what the followers of Baha'u'llah, 
His heroic army, can perform. All over the world, it 
is the same story. The same resounding victories are 
being won in the name of our most beloved Guardian. 
The Message of the revered Hands of the Faith in 
the Holy Land gives you a stupendous record of 
achievement. Take heart and know for certain that 
Baha'u 'llah will come to your aid, that He will never, 
never fail you, and resolve to get all the remaining 
Assemblies this year. Resolve that never, never, never 
again shall Assemblies be maintained by last minute 
moves of self-sacrificing pioneers. Resolve to lay at the 
very start a firm unshakeable found ation in every 
goal town, and by incessant, constant, never-wavering, 
never-faltering effort to swell the army of teachers who 
shall bring aid all the year round to. the pioneers in 
the goal towns. Resolve to make mass conversion a 
fact in these Isles. Remember and take to heart these 
weighty words contained in a letter from the beloved 
Guardian to this Community, dated August 1955: 

'Undoubtedly the most important task facing the 
British Community at the present time, is to in­
crease its membership. It has performed miracles 
during the past ten years, through shifting around 
devoted volunteers from one centre to another, in 
order to maintain or to create Spiritual Assemblies; 
but, efficacious as this has been in the past, it is 
certainly not a permanent solution to the problem. 
The only solution is to bring in more Baha'IS. This 
requires patient, prayerful, ceaseless efforts on the 
part of, not only the Baha'i teachers and pioneers 
but every single member of the Community. The 
British people are traditionally slow to move. For­
tunately, once they do. move, it's almost impossible 
to stop them; but to overcome the inertia requires 
great effort. In bringing new people into the Faith, 
the friends always come up against this problem. 
He urges all the Baha'is, however, not to become 
discouraged, but to persevere and redouble their 
efforts, knowing that they can and must succeed in 
the end.' 

We need pioneers right now who will go out de­
termined to settle for good in the goal towns of their 
choosing, to throw down firm roots in these towns, to 
become the bedrocks of the future communities. 
Families can render this invaluable service best, but 
this does not preclude any other devoted soul. We also 
need pioneers with no attachments, who can move 
from place to place, staying at each locality for a 
prolonged period, teaching all the while, broadening 
the basis of the community. 

. (Continued at foot of next column) 
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JOYFUL NEWS OF RIDV AN GOALS 

6 NEW ASSEMBLIES 
2 Assemblies regained 

The Pivotal Centre of Belfast and the Leeds 
Assembly achieved incorporation. 

On April 21st we received the following cable from 
the revered Hands of the Faith in Haifa: 

'Delighted victories praying all beloved 
Guardian's plans British Community. Hands Faith.' 
This was in reply to our cable, sent alter theN.S.A. 

meeting on April 16th, which read: 
goals six Assemblies achieved two extra 

assured including Canterbury striving . maintain 
Hove incorporate seven Assemblies seek prayers.' 
The National Assembly is now deeply movel to be 

able to announce the heart-warming tidings that all 
the Assemblies have been maintained, new ones have 
been formed in the goal towns of Chester, Ponty­
pridel, Watford, Wokingham Rural District, and 
Epsom, and an additional important victory has been 
won-the £Ormation of ,the fi\st local Spiritual 
Assembly of Canterbury! Beloved friends, this is a 
supreme moment in the history of . the Faith, a 
moment of thanksgiving and -rejoicing; we are sure 
that our beloved Guardian is also rejoicing with us all 
as he keenly desired that a local Spiritual Assembly 
be established in the city which is the seat of the 
Primate of the Church of England . 

THERE ARE NOW THIRTY-SIX LOCAL SPIRITUAL ASSEM­
BLIES. 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

ELECTION OF NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY 

Betty Reed. 
Johri Long. 
Adib Taherzadeh 
Marion Hofman 
John Wade. 
David Hofman . 
Owen Battrick . 
Ian Semple. 
Ernest Gregory . 

47 
45 
43 
43 
38 
34 
31 

31 

31 

Let this Convention be made truly historic, let it 
shine as a beacon not only through the next two most 
precious years, but throughout many years to come, by 
making this high resolve to lay that very fum and 
abiding foundation now, right now; to step out into 
this highroad of pioneering; to forge ahead unflinch­
ingly and establish the remaining Assemblies of the 
Crusade by 1962; to put every Baha'I Com­
munity in these Isles on a firm well-assured founda­
tion; to make mass conversion take shape before our 
eyes. These things are possible to us, if we let 
Baha'u'llah use us as His servants. Our beloved 
Guardian expected much from this Community. 

With deepest love to you one and all, 

(Signed) HASAN M. BALYUZI 
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TIm MOTHER TEMpLE OF AFRICA 

BRITAIN'S DELEGATES TO THE DEDICATION OF THE MOTHER TE.MPLE OF AFRICA 

From right to left: David Hofman, England, representing the National Spiritual Assembly; James Robertson , 
Scotland; Mrs. Lizbeth Greeves, Ireland; and Miss Beatrice Newman, Wales. On the left is Ursula Saman­
dad, English Knight of Baha'u'llah in Somaliland. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE AFRIC~ PROJECT 

IN THE WORDS OF THE BELOVED GUARDIAN 

'Indeed the birth of this African enterprise, in the 
opening decade of the second Baha'i century, coin­
ciding as. it does with the formation of the Inter­
national Baha'i Council, should be acclaimed as an 
event of peculiar significance in the evolution of our 
beloved Faith. Both events will, no doubt, be hailed 
by posterity as simultaneous and compelling evidences 
of the irresistible unfoldment of a divinely-appointed 
Administrative Order and of the development, on an 
international scale, of its subsidiary agencies, herald­
ing the establishment of the Supreme Legislative body 
designed to crown the Administrative Edifice now 
being- laboriously erected by the privileged builders of 
a Divine order. ... 

'OUR STAGGERING RESPONSIBILITY ' 

'To be singled out as the chief agency in the prose­
cution of a task of such dimensions, such significance, 
and the harbinger of events so glorious, is indeed at 
once an inestimable blessing and a staggering re­
sponsibility with which the British Baha'i Com­
munity, emerging triumphantly in rapid succession 
from the ordeal of a world war and the struggles in­
volved in the prosecution of a historic Plan, has been 
honoured at so critical and challenging an hour in 
the fortunes of mankind.' 

-To the British National Spiritual Assembly 

February 25th, 1951. 

;to 

KAMPALA TEMPLE 

CABLE FROM HANDS OF THE FAITH 

A wonderful message from the Hands in the Holy 
Land announced yet another objective attained in the 
World Crusade: 

'Joyously share (with) Baha'i world (the) news (of) 
completion (and) dedication (of the) Mother 
Temple (of) Africa marking significant milestone 
(in the) development (of the) institutions ( of our) 
Faith (in) that richly blessed continent stop Mem­
orable dedication cerem::my (was) attended (by) 
'Amatu'l-Baha Rul;llyyih Khanum and nearly five 
hundred believers representing nineteen countries 
stop Presence (of) more than (one) thousand visitors 
(at) inaugural service (of) public worship (and) wide 
publicity (in) press (and) radio attest (to the) grow­
ing recognition (of the) importance (of the) African 
Baha'i community stop Urge (the) friends 
everywhere (to) join (in) prayers (of) thanksgiving 
(for the) attainment (of) this cherished goal (of the) 
beloved Guardian's plan.' 

' HANDSFAITH' 
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THE DEDICATION OF THE MOTHER 

TEMPLE OF AFRICA 

When it became apparent to our beloved Guardian 
that it was not possible to build a Temple in kin 
during the Ten-Year Crusade, he . immediately 
reached 'the historic decision . . . to raise the Mother 
Temple of Africa in the city of Kampala' as a 
'supreme consolation' to the Persian Baha'Is and in 
recognition of 'the marvellous expanslOn of the 
Faith' in Africa. 

Built in three years under the supervlSlon of the 
National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'IS of Central 
and East Africa, the Temple was formally opened and 
dedicated, by 'Amatu'l-Baha RUQIyyih Khanum, dur­
ing the week-end of January 13th-16th, 1961, before 
several hundred Baha'IS, representing nineteen coun­
tries, and the. representatives of the Kabaka of Bu­
ganda and the British Government, the Mayor of 
Kampala, the press and religious leaders of Uganda, 
and many local people. 

This was a proud day for the British Baha'IS, for it 
was our own daughter community, founded and nur­
tured under our guidance and sustained in its infant 
days by the British Africa Committee, which now 
stood in the limelight of the world Baha'I stage. 
'Qualified' and 'empowered' by our victJfY in the Six­
Year Plan, we were launched by the beloved Guardian 
into the Africa Campaign, the first international ad­
ministrative undertaking in Baha'I history, uniting 
five National Spiritual Assemblies under:, the 'chief 
responsibility' of the British National Assembly. It 
was eminently fitting that we should be represented on 
this historic occasion by a believer each from England, 
Scotland, Ireland, and Wales, for it was the Six-Year 
Plan which spread the Administrative Order of the 
Faith of Baha'u'llah from England to the other coun­
tries ot the United Kingdom. Equally befitting this 
great achievement of our vigorous daughter was the 
gift which we were able to make: the original letter 
from our beloved Guardian, setting the seal of history 
and his divine assessment on the Six-Year Plan, and 
inaugurating the Africa Campaign, designed to open 
the Dark Continent to the holy illumination of 
Baha'u'llah. 

The Kampala Temple is the seal of victory on that 
campaign; it is the symbol of the new cycle of human 
power, the promise of God to Africa that 'all are His 
servants' and all 'are gathered at Thy table of bounty'; 
'all mankind is sheltered beneath Thy Tabernacle'. It 
is the assurance of peace, brotherhood and the King­
dom of God to this new, illumined continent. 

The Temple itself owes nothing to decoration or 
other embellishments. Its beauty is of form and pro~ 
portion and fitness to its setting. It enshrines the holy 
dust from the Shrine of Baha'u'lhlh, sent by the ber 
loved Guardian, and placed beneath the Boor by the 
great door which faces the Qiblih. The other eight 
doors are thrown open by day to the breezes of Africa. 
On its hill right in the centre of the landscape, the 
Mother Temple of Africa is a jewel on the heart of 
this great continent, and is. aptly called 'the Queen of 
Africa.' 

DAVID HOFMAN 

II 

OUR EUROPEAN HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

URGENT APPEAL FROM HANDS 

'Announce joyous news (that) cornerstone (of the) 
Mother Temple (of) Europe (was) laid (in) impres­
sive ceremony attended (by) nearly one thousand 
Baha'IS (and) guests (and the) sacred dust (from the) 
Shrine (of) Baha'u'llah placed (in the) foundation 
by beloved Hand (of the Cause) Amelia Collins stop 
Excavations, foundations (and) walls (are) being 
rapidly completed (and) plans laid (for) early con­
struction (of the) superstructure but (the) actual 
beginning (of) this work (is) dependent (on the) 
availability (of) sufficient funds stop Heavy increase 
(in) building costs during (the) unavoidable seven­
year delay (in) overcoming serious obstacles now 
requires (a) steady, uninterrupted Bow (of) contribu,­
tions stop Completion (of) this historic structure 
during (the) Crusade now necessitates fulfilment (of 
the) beloved Guardian's stirring call for (a) great 
outpouring (of) treasure by believers throughout (the) 
world stop Request all National Assemblies immedi­
ately inaugurate (a) special fund (for the) construc­
tion (of the) Mother Temple (of) Europe (and to) 
urge all (the) friends (to) support this fund liberally 
(and) continuously stop Attainment (of) this vital 
goal (of the) Ten-Year Plan will release untold 
spiritual power and prestige (for the) Faith, demon­
strate (the) vitality (of an) ever victorious world 
Baha'I community (and) attract (the) divine con­
firmations (and) blessings promised by 'Abdu'l-Baha 
to all those who sacrifice for (the) House of the 
Lord.' 

January 12th, 1961. 'HANDSFAITH' 

OUR EUROPEAN HOUSE OF WORSHIP 

FROM TALK GIVEN BY MRS. AMELIA COLLINS 

When the cornerstone was laid many memorable 
words were spoken about this 'silent teacher' now to 
be raised in our midst. 

' ... Our beloved Guardian in his infinite wisdom 
chose the very heart of Europe as the site of this 
Temple. It will be the fifth Mashriqu 'l-Adhkar to be 
erected by the Baha'IS of the world, and froOm it will 
stream forth special grace and blessings upon this 
continent, the cradle of Western civilisation, so war­
torn, so in need at this time of the spiritualising forces 
latent in the teachings of the Manifestation of God for 
this day. 

' ... BoOth 'Abdu'l-Baha and Shoghi Effendi re­
peatedly pointed out that these Baha'I institutions are 
the great silent teachers of the Faith; they not only 
enhance its prestige in the eyes of the people of the 
world, but from them stream spiritual power and 
blessings upon believer and non-believer alike. This 
Mother Temple of Europe is not only unique, but is 
distinguished by the fact that the beloved Guardian 
himself specified that it should receive the infinitely 
precious gift of some of the sacred dust from the 
Shrine of Baha'u'llah .... May his ardent hopes be 
fulfilled, and this House of Worship, so dear to his 
heart, be speedily completed, a testimonial of the love 
of not only the European believers for their Guardian, 
but the Baha'IS of the entire world.' 
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NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
BAHA'IS OF THE BRITISH ISLES 
SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT TO 

CONVENTION II8 
First of all, we should like to express our heartfelt 

gratitude to the revered Hands of the Cause Mr. 
Shua'u'llah 'Ala'i and Mr. 'All Akbar FUflltan whose 
visits in March and April were such a sourc~ of in­
spiration and stimulation to us all. Mr. 'Ala'i, who 
was here for the longer period, visited the North of 
England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and Eire, and 
Mr. Funltan visited Wales, the South and the Mid~ 
lands, as well as holding a special meeting in London 
for fran ian friends from all over the country. In 
every place the Hands visited, there were wonderful 
gatherings of Baha'Is and close contacts, and before 
each of them left the National Assembly had the 
privilege of consulting with them. 

In one respect, however, as their visits came to an 
end, we became a little sad. Immediately before Con­
vention we had three Hands of the Cause in this 
country, Mr. 'Ala'f, Mr. FurMan and Mr. Balyuzl., but 
all of them were struggling to get to South America 
for Conventions at which the new National Assem­
blies were to be formed, and it looked as though we 
should be left without the blessing of a Hand of the 
Cause at our OWI1 Convention. But then came the 
good news from Dr. Miihlschlegel that he would be 
with us, and we are especially glad to welcome him to 
this truly historic gathering. For this is a great mom­
ent in the history of the Faith in the British Isles. 

When the Annual Report of the National Spiritual 
Assembly was written, on March 16th, we were in­
tensely worried; although it wa~ probable that five 
new local Assemblies would be formed and two which 
had lapsed in previous years would be re-established, 
nine other Assemblies were below numbers and in 
grave danger of lapsing this Ri<;lvan. The number of 
declarations during the year had been very low, only 
forty including seven youth. The picture was, particu­
larly grim. 

Since then the scene has completely changed, and 
this morning the National Assembly is deeply moved 
to be able to report that the goals for this Ri<;lvan have 
not only been achieved, they have been exceeded. 

On April 121St not five but six new local Spiritual 
Assemblies were formed, in Chester, Pontypridd, Wat­
ford, Wokingham Rural District, Epsom and Can­
terbury. TwoO of these merit special mention, Ponty­
pridd and Canterbury. 

Pontypridd is the first all-native Assembly toO be 
formed in the British Isles, it is composed entirely of 
Welsh believers and they had to have an election as 
they have a community of ten Baha'is. They 
,established another record too, for all this work has 
been done without at any stage sending in a pioneer. 
Beatrice Newman was the first Baha'I in Pontypridd 
and it has not been necessary to send a pioneer there. 

The sixth Assembly to be formed is an important 
victory for the whole community; indeed, this Ri<;lvan 
would have been a supreme moment in the history of 
the Faith for the one ,factor alone, that a local Spiritual 
Assembly has been established in Canterbury, the seat 
·of the Primate of the Church of England. The Can­
terbury press seemed to recognise something of the 
importance of this step, for the Kent Gazette devoted 
almost seven inches of space to publicising the news. 

The two Assemblies which were re-established were 

Torquay and Glasgow; counting youth there are 
fifteen Baha'IS in Torquay and ten in Glasgow. 

All the remaining twenty-eight Assemblies were 
ma~ntain~d, including both Hove and Brighton, 
whlCh glves us a total of thirty-six local Spiritual 

, Assemblies now existing in the British Isles and Eire.­
We have just twelve more to achieve in order to reach 
our Crusade goal of forty-eight local Assemblies. 

Concerning declarations: at the March meeting of 
the N.S.A. one new believer was · accepted; at the 
April meeting there were twelve and since then there 
have been a further three declarations in places where 
already there had been new believers-Cambridge, 
Burnley and Northampton. This brings the total 
to fifty-five. 

Coming to incorporations, we were delighted to 
receive news, on the evening of April 20th of the in­
c~rporation of Belfast. This had been particularly 
~hfficult a~ the laws ,in Northern Ireland relating to 
mcorporatlOn were dlfferent from English laws, and 
the Belfast Assembly are to be congratulated on their 
good work. The incorporation of Leeds is complete, 
and BournemoOuth, Cardiff, Cheadle, Norwich and 
Portsmouth, although not yet completed are well in 
hand. This will bring the total number of incorpora­
tions to eleven, leaving eight more to be done to 
reach the Crusade goal of nineteen. 

So we noOw stand at the cross-roads. For the first 
time in three years we have achieved our goals at 
Ri<;lvan. Let us make no mistake, there is a lot of 
consolidation to be done, but the account is now 
square-we have thirty-six Assemblies and there are 
twel ve more to be won to finish the job. Weare 
moving rapidly towards the end of the Ten-Year ­
Crusade. Is this not the period of which the beloved 
Guardian wrote in his last letter to the British Baha'I 
community, on August 30th, 1957? In that letter he 
said: ' 

'The historic process originated as far back as 
the year which witnessed the centenary of the 
Declaration of the Bab in Shldz, which gathered 
momentum as a result of the inauguration of the 
Two-Year Plan which followed, which received a 
tremendous impetus, in consequence of the launch­
ing of the Ten-Year Crusade commemorating the 
centenary celebrations of the birth of Baha'u'llah's 
Mission in TiQ.dn-such a proOcess must, as the cen­
tenary celebrations designed to commemorate the 
Declaration of that same Mission in Baghdad 
approaches, be so markedly accelerated and yield 
such a harvest as will astonish the entire Baha'I 
world .... ' 
May we all gathered at this Convention, unitedly 

with enthusiasm and determination, ensure that the 
British Baha'I community will justify the Beloved 
Guardian's confidence and the harvest he foresaw will 
be reaped. 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Meeting of the Hands and the NatioOnal Spiritual 

Assemblies in Frankfurt on June 25th. 
Harlech Summer School, July 9th-22lld. 
Irish Summer School, August 26th-September 5th. 
MEETINGS OF THE NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 

June 16th-18th; July 28th-30th; August 18th-20th; 
September 15th-17th; October 13th-15th; November 
17th-19th; December 15th-17th; January 19th-21St; Feb­
ruary 16th-18th; March 16th-18th; April 13th-15th. 

HOLYWELL PRESS, ALFRED STREET, OXFORD 
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