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TEACHING CONFERENCE 1962

Teaching Conference, which was held at the Midland
Hotel, Manchester, on the weekend of January 6th-7th,
opened with a feeling of hope, determination, and expec-
tancy. Nearly two hundred and fifty friends from all
parts of Britain—the largest Teaching Conference ever
held here—crowded the room to the doors. There were
many new faces, a tangible proof of the steady growth of
the Faith. After the opening devotional programme
arranged by Manchester, Mrs. Betty Reed spanned the whole
course of the Ten-Year Crusade, from its first announce-
ment by Shoghi Effendi in October 1952—during the Baha’i
Holy Year which commemorated the revelation of
Baha'vw’lldh’s mission in the Siydh-Chdal prison—until the
present time. She traced its progress through all phases,
from the sending out of the first pioneers—the Knights of
Baha’u’llah—to the dedication of the Mother Temple of the
Antipodes, and the news of mass conversion in three
continents. This account was, for all of us, an exciting
experience of living history, in which we had each been
privileged, however humbly, to take part. Mrs. Reed
assured us of the beloved Guardian’s confidence that the
British Baha’i Community would win its goals on the home-
front, as it had done in distant lands.

A session conducted by the Secretary of the National
Teaching Committee, Miss Elizabeth Chapman, followed.
The factual position on the homefront was presented to us
in a visual form which inspired the imagination. A partly
demolished wall, the bricks of which represented the gaps
to be filled by Ridvan, was obscuring the sun behind it.
Our duty is to demolish the wall and release the sun ! At
the time of Teaching Conference, twenty-eight places
needed to be filled in the goal towns and Assemblies below
number ; over a score of offers to pioneer and teach were
received.

The evening session was introduced by our beloved Hand,
Hasan Balyuzi, who read prayers for Mrs. Amelia Collins,
Hand of the Cause in the Holy Land, the news of whose
passing on January 1st had just reached London. He
spoke of her devotion to the Cause, of her many and
diverse services, including the purchase of the Temple land
on Mount Carmel, and her support for the pioneers, who
will still go out sustained by her sacrifice. Mr.- Balyuzi
then spoke to us of teaching ; he said he would begin with
it because it was so much in his mind ; and at the end of the
Conference he spoke again, and again it was of teaching.
He told us that when he came to a Baha’i gathering such
as this, he found himself wondering what we were doing
in that place, instead of being busy teaching the Cause of
God. He emphasised that teaching was the paramount
duty of each one of us, all the time. It was something we
could do without interfering with, or needing permission
from, anyone. Let nothing divert us from our course,
let nothing divert us from teaching ! He spoke of the

stagnation that had existed in India, until one Baha’i, Mrs.

Shirin Boman, arose and set forth on her own ; now in
India they are seeing new Bah4’is come in tens of thousands
—the rich, the poor, the cultured, the illiterate. Schools
are being built and land purchased for Haziratu’l-Quds.
Charles Macdonald then spoke on behalf of the National
Spiritual Assembly. He reminded the Conference of the
tremendous thrill and uplift we used to feel on receiving
the messages from the beloved Guardian. We had been
inspired and activated by them because we knew that they
came to us from the Dayspring of Divine Guidance. Today,
it is the Chief Stewards of the embryonic World Order—

the Hands of the Cause appointed by Shoghi Effendi—
who, from Bahji after their experiences at the Holy Shrines,
have sent the message we are now studying, which radiates
such a powerful spiritual energy. If there is guidance in
the world today, it comes from the full Conclave of the
Hands. The message they have now sent is a call to the
entire Baha’i world to arise for a last supreme effort, and
with the sacrifice of time, money, material resources, pet
extravagances, indulgences, everything, to win the goals
of the Crusade. What does it matter if we have nothing
left at the end, if we emerge into complete victory ?

After the devotional readings on Sunday morning, the
Chairman and Auxiliary Board member, Ernest Gregory,
spoke of the spiritual maturity shown by the friends in the
Conference. There had been no wasted time, no wasted
words, he said. The first session that morning was a
concise and careful one, in which Owen Battrick stressed
the importance of the election procedure, while pointing
out that we should not be pedantic over petty details.
Instruction had been given to us by the Guardian and
compiled in Principles of Bahd’i Administration, to which
book we should all turn before the fateful elections this
coming Ridvan.

Next followed a session on * Forty-eight Vigorously
Functioning Assemblies > conducted by John Wade. The
main point of his talk and the following consultation was
that teaching should be at the forefront of all Assembly
business. To be a vigorously functioning Assembly means
to teach and advance the Cause of God. Referring often
to the Writings, Mr. Wade reminded us of the spiritual
significance of the Assembly, and that we must have
confidence in the Divine guidance which overshadows it.
The nine members should work together as a channel through
which the spirit flows ; to do this they must unite in love
and harmony, subordinating their own personalities. The
Assembly is a decision-making body. In the advice of the
Guardian : “ Pray, meditate, reach a decision, have
complete confidence, ACT.” The Assembly members have
a responsibility to God, to the Faith, and to their fellow men
in the town in which this spiritual channel has been opened.
The need to keep the life blood circulating between local
Spiritual Assemblies, the National Assembly, the Inter-
national Baha’i Council, and the Hands of the Cause and
their Auxiliary Board members, was emphasized. We
were encouraged to look out from our local communities to
the world horizons of the Faith, to become less parochial.
Mr. Wade spoke also of the significance of the Nineteen-Day
Feast, bidding us remember that while attendance is not
obligatory, it should be the urgent need of every one of us
to attend, to be revivified and to share in the spiritual life
of the community. In consultation the vital importance
of prayer was spoken of again and again. Many instances
were given where prayer was the only means to teaching and
progress. The striking growth of a community in Burnley
in the last nine months was also noted, to which friendliness,
audacity, simplicity of teaching, and hospitality were the
keys. Said Abbas Afnan: ‘ ‘Abdu’l-Baha taught simply ;
let us follow Him.”

The next session, ““ A Generation with a Cause,” showed
us something of Baha’i youth in action. Under the chair-
manship of Tom McArthur, reports were given by Malcolm
Lee, Joy Card, and Tony McCarthy, representing the
three area Youth Committees ; and the two youth who
accepted the Faith at the Winter School in York were
introduced. Bahd’i youth, these spokesmen told us, are
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anxious and willing to serve, and it is fitting that they should
serve a young Cause. There emerged from these reports
a picture of dedicated young Bahd’is carrying the Message
of Baha’u’llah to the disillusioned young people around
them. That they found listeners was demonstrated by the
stories they told of the interest aroused in dance hall and
coffee bar. One suggestion was that a panel of speakers
be formed for the universities.

The first afternoon session was on the theme : ** Our Last
Possible Chance to Consummate the Beloved Guardian’s
Plan.” Marion Hofman, who was unable to attend, sent
a loving and inspiring letter, together with the News Letter
from the International Bahd’i Council just received.
(Reprinted on pages 4-5). David Hofman read this message,
which was full of heart-stirring and glorious news of the
sweep of Bahd’u’llah’s spiritual armies across three con-
tinents. We must strive to bring about the same thing in
Europe, he said, beginning with Britain. Mr. Hofman then
reminded us that our Faith has at its centre—as well as the
sublime Figures of the Bab and Baha’u’llah, and the mystery
of ‘Abdu’l-Bahi—the beloved Guardian, one unique
in the history of mankind, entirely a man, and yet described
by the Centre of God’s Covenant as “‘the most wondrous,
unique and priceless pearl that doth gleam from out the
twin surging seas.” ** Well is it with him that seeketh the
shelter of his shade that shadoweth all mankind.” And for
a few months more, we, and we alone, a little band of
brothers all over the world, have the priceless privilege of
serving him, as we can never serve him again. No Baha’i
of the future, however blessed, can ever do this in the same
way, nor have the privilege of helping to bring this Divinely-
conceived, world-embracing Ten-Year Crusade to a com-
pletely triumphant close.

The National Treasurer began his talk by reading from
the Conclave message of the Hands the main requirements
for the last months of the Crusade, and in particular, the

To teach, and teach, unceasingly to teach.
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pivotal one : the * inescapable duty of every single believer
to assist in providing an uninterrupted and greatly amplified
flow of that ‘life blood’ of material resources without
which the construction of the Mother Temple of Europe
and other vast undertakings now gaining momentum all
over the world, in old and new communities alike, will
either cease to go forward, come to a standstill, or, in
important areas of mass conversion, stand in danger of
losing the precious ground won through so much heroic
effort and sacrifice.”

John Long then told us, simply and emphatically, the
present position of our finances. The target for contri-
butions for the year is £7,700. Last November funds were
so low that he could not draw a cheque. But since then
the situation has improved, bringing the total of contribu-
tions to £5,300, with just £2,400 to go to make our target
by Naw-Ruz. These donations have come chiefly from
individuals ; on the whole, Assemblies and groups have
not responded so well. Less than a quarter have doubled
their contributions, more than half are down on last year.
The International Fund is in grave need, likewise the
Continental Fund for the Institution of the Hands. The
British goal of becoming definitely self-supporting is in
sight, but the challenge is more severe than ever before.
We have risen to the emergency, but a sustained and con-
tinuous effort is needed, and the believers must realize the
importance of regular contributions. In the words of the
Hands of the Cause, *“ Undoubtedly one penny, freely and
lovingly laid on the altar of sacrifice now, for the successful
conclusion of this divinely-conceived Plan, will be equal to
thousands in the future.”

We went to Teaching Conference to view the remaining
work of the last months of the Crusade, and to explore the
means by which it is to be done. We came away inspired,
with certain things crystal clear. Above all, our duty is :

To teach simply, lovingly, looking always towards the pattern of our beloved Master.

To pray with ever increasing intensity.

To sacrifice time, money, ambition, indulgences, extravagances.

To unite our- Communities, our Assemblies, so that they will function vigorously and harmoniously.
To love and uphold the new believers, and ignite in their hearts the flame of the love of Bahd’u’lldh.
To contribute regularly, and as freely as we can, to our funds in the loving spirit of sacrifice.

““ As ye have faith so shall your powers and blessings be.

This is the standard—this is the standard—this is the standard.”

(‘Abdu’l-Baha)



EUROPEAN CONFERENCE

The city in which ‘Abdu’l-Baha resided just fifty years ago,
and where the first Bah4a’i community of Europe was born,
was the scene of the gathering of nearly fifty Bahd’is from
twenty-two European countries. This conference, called
by the Hands of the Cause in Europe, met in the
Haziratu’l-Quds in Paris on the weekend of January 13th-
14th, 1962, heralding the consummation of valiant Baha’i
effort from the inception of this century, and the fulfilment
of the European Teaching Project launched in 1946 by the
American Baha’i Community. It was the last such
conference before the election this coming Ridvan of eleven
National Spiritual Assemblies in Europe, bringing the
number of N.S.A’s in this continent to fifteen. This great
event will qualify the Baha’is of Europe to exercise a weighty
share—second only to Latin America’s—in the birth of the
Universal House of Justice.

The conference was conducted by Dr. Ugo Giachery,
Mr. Hasan Balyuzi, and Dr. Adelbert Muhlschlegel, and was
attended by fifteen of the eighteen members of the Propaga-
tion and Protection Boards, and by members of the National
and Regional Assemblies of Europe.

Consultations, conducted in the spirit of a true Baha’i
family, ranged over many vital issues now confronting the
Faith. Means were sought to emulate in Europe the
inspiring victories of mass conversion being won in India,
the Philippines, Vietnam, Africa, and Bolivia. It was cause
for satisfaction that the foundations of the coming European
National Assemblies are nowhere in jeopardy—it is expected
that all local Assemblies will be maintained—and plans for
eleven Conventions were reviewed. The increase of Baha’is
in Europe since June, 1961, by 200 to a total of 3,000, and of
native Bahd’is by 300 to a total of 2,000, was gladly noted.

The grave financial needs of the Faith on a world basis
were underlined by the Hands. Areas in which progress
is most swift are the least capable of supporting themselves,
while North America and Europe, where growth is slow, are
economically the most flourishing. Thus the believers of
Europe and America are challenged to meet this financial
need, to contribute their full share to the onward march of
the Faith.

The building of the Mother Temple of Europe must also
be speeded. Photographs showed the Temple about half
erected. When finished it will have a beneficent influence
upon the entire continent, the beloved Guardian stressed.
Indeed, contributing to the International Fund, the
European Temple Fund, and the Continental Fund for the
work of the Institution of the Hands, is a privilege bestowed
upon every Baha’i, and is the most vital factor to bring the
Crusade to a triumphant close.

Above all, a closer relationship between the Hands of
the Cause and their Auxiliary Boards, on the one hand,
and the National Assemblies and their Committees on the
other, was sought—** a perfection of cooperation absolutely
indispensable to the progress of the Cause,” in Dr. Giachery’s
words. Without doubt the spirit of unity and collaboration,
fostered by these European conferences, was measurably
strengthened in Paris.

In Memoriam

Ann Johnson June 19th, 1961 Edinburgh
Herbert Stone June 4th, 1961 Bradford
Constance M. Glover September 5th, 1961 Hove
Herbert Condor September 27th, 1961 Sheffield
Elaine Rogers October 26th, 1961 London (of

Newmarket)
Lavinia Tibbs November 8th, 1961 Bristol

Elizabeth Rate January 9th, 1962 Northampton
Alice Grimshaw January 10th, 1962  London
Henry F. Backwell January 19th, 1962  Canterbury

“As to those that have tasted of the fruit of man’s earthly
existence, which is the recognition of the one true God,
exalted be His glory, their life hereafter is such as We are
unable to describe. The knowledge thereof is with God,
alone, the Lord of all worlds.”

Baha’u’llah.

The National Spiritual Assembly advises that a ** notice of
burial >’ can be required for the use of the Baha’i service in
churchyard or cemetery, and a copy of the required notice
with details is obtainable from the National Office.

Area Consultations

This autumn has seen the inauguration of a new type of
Baha’i conference in Britain, in the series of consultations
arranged between representatives of the National Spiritual
Assembly and members of all local Assemblies. Between
October and December eleven half-day conferences were
held in Edinburgh, Leeds, Blackpool, Liverpool, Leicester,
London, Bristol, Oxford, Brighton, Belfast, and Bourne-
mouth, to which members of nearby Assemblies were
invited. The subjects discussed in each meeting included
Baha’i consultation ; the authority, responsibilities, and
relationships of a local Spiritual Assembly ; and the
Nineteen-Day Feast. Points raised by local Assembly
members were discussed, and an evening session was held
for all believers.

The conferences were everywhere lively and valuable, and
the National Assembly plans to hold them twice a year.
Already they have proved themselves a vital instrument for
the strengthening of the growing assemblage of Spiritual
Assemblies in the British Isles.

Treasurer’s Report

Amplifying his report to Teaching Conference, John
Long has underlined the failure of local Assemblies and
Groups, as a whole, to meet the goal of doubling contri-
butions. Their total donations this year, to January 15th,
are £1,031, a mere 3% increase over last year. Ten
communities have doubled their gifts or more, and nine
have increased to a lesser extent ; but twenty-two have
decreased donations and three have given nothing at all.
There are eleven new community contributors this year.



	UK Journal No 150001
	UK Journal No 150002
	UK Journal No 150003
	UK Journal No 150004
	UK Journal No 150005
	UK Journal No 150006
	UK Journal No 150007
	UK Journal No 150008



