











receive the education of His teachings ere it is too late and
the corrosive aspects of that civilization have educated them
in ways that lead away from God rather than towards Him.
May not, in the mysterious workings of God’s Plan so far
above the capacity of our finite minds to grasp, this process
of conversion on a large scale of the peoples of the Pacific
islands, the heart of India, the African continent, and the
descendants of the aboriginal population of the Americas
now taking place, release forces which will have wide
repercussions in these venerable strongholds of both Eastern
and Western culture whose people, overcome by spiritual
lassitude, disillusioned and cynical, find themselves indiff-
erent for the most part to the redemptive Message of
Baha’u’llah 9

Let us ponder these words of the Guardian and seek out
in the light of present events, their implications : “ As the
Plan bequeathed by ‘Abdu’l-Bahda unfolds, through
successive decades of the present century, its measureless
potentialities, and gathers within the field of its operations
nation after nation in successive continents of the globe, it
will be increasingly recognized not only as the most potent
agency for the development of the World Administrative
System, but also as a primary factor in the birth and
efflorescence of the World Order itself in both the East and
the West.”

Nation after nation has been swept into the orbit of the
Faith since 1921. The believers, acting for thirty-six years
under the direct guidance of the Interpreter of the Teachings
of the Baha’i Revelation, have been laying the foundation
and erecting the framework of the Administrative Institutions
of this Faith. How can we fail to perceive that the taber-
nacle having been raised, the people are now seeking its
shelter ?

Fifty-six great administrative institutions now exist in
the Baha’i world. Were such wonderful institutions as
these fashioned to administer the affairs, for the most part,
of a handful of believers? Or are they to be regarded as
mighty doors flung wide to the world and designed to enable
its spiritually hungry multitudes to enter into the stronghold
of Almighty God ? ¢ The fundamental purpose of the
Baha’i Administration at this time is to teach the Faith.
Administering it is only to coordinate its activities and to
safeguard it,” wrote Shoghi Effendi, four months before he
passed away, to one of the new European Regional Assem-
blies. He informed the Bahd’i World, that same year,
that “the preeminent task of teaching the Faith to the
multitudes > was * the bedrock on which the solidarity and
the stability of the multiplying institutions of a rising Order
must rest.” In other words these institutions as they grow
and consolidate must be outgoing and not ingrowing in their
action. *““ Nothing could be more tragic,” he wrote, * than
if the establishment of these great administrative bodies
should stifle . . . the teaching work.” ‘ The purpose of
the new National Assemblies . . . and the purpose of any
administrative body, is to carry the Message to the people
and enlist the sincere under the banner of the Faith.” Ina
letter written as late as July, 1957, to one of the Regional
Assemblies he said : . . . The friends should be very
careful not to place hindrances in the way of those who wish
to accept the Faith . .. The essential thing is that the
candidate for enrollment should believe in his heart in the
truth of Baha’u’llah. Whether he is literate or illiterate,
informed of all the teachings or not, is beside the point
entirely . . . ” In another of his letters he said : ““ The
early believers, both in the east and the west, we must
remember, knew practically nothing compared with what the

average Bahd’i knows about his Faith nowadays, yet they
were the ones who shed their blood, the ones who arose and
said ‘I believe ’ requiring no proof, and often never having
read a single word of the Teachings. Therefore, those
responsible for accepting new enrollments must be sure of
just one thing—that the heart of the applicant has been
touched with the spirit of the Faith. Everything else can be
built on this foundation gradually.”

“1In the world today a two-fold process,” the Guardian
wrote, “ can be distinguished, each tending, in its own way
and with an accelerated momentum, to bring to a climax the
forces that are transforming the face of our planet. The
first is essentially an integrating process, while the second is
fundamentally disruptive. The former, as it steadily
evolves, unfolds a System which may well serve as a pattern
for that world polity towards which a strangely disordered
world is continually advancing ; while the latter, as its
disintegrating influence deepens, tends to tear down, with
increasing violence, the antiquated barriers that seek to
block humanity’s progress towards its destined goal. The
constructive process stands associated with the nascent Faith
of Baha’w’llah, and is the harbinger of the New World
Order that Faith must ere long establish. The destructive
forces that characterize the other should be identified with a
civilization that has refused to answer to the expectation of
a new age, and is consequently falling into chaos and
decline.”

Concomitant with the forces of integration working
inside the Faith and those of disintegration working outside
it is another process which he many times called to our
attention; the chain reaction of victories and crises. Who
can doubt for a moment that as the institutions of our Faith
in land after land, gathering strength and being epitomized
through the election of Independent National Bodies,
responsible, in conjunction with the present Regional
Assemblies, for the election one year from now of the
Supreme House of Justice, are raised, forces will be released
of such spiritual power as to galvanize the body of the
Faith throughout the world with a new life and enable the
Cause to sweep forward on its course and enter a new era
in the process of its propagation to the masses of East and
West, as well as its recognition and official acceptance as an
independent World Religion. Who also can doubt for a
moment that this very process of consolidation taking place
during this last year of the Crusade, when the goals of the
beloved Guardian, susceptible of accomplishment within
the present framework of world affairs, are for the most part
either won or within our reach, must inevitably unleash
fresh trials and tests, challenging the devotion and tenacity
of the friends and driving the roots of both the new believers
and the national communities deeper into the soil of faith,
as well as sifting out the weak and raising up the strong in
that constant purification of the ranks of the faithful which
takes place in the course of the growth of this World
Community.

Whatever the immediate future may hold in store, either
for us or for our fellow-men, the path of action we must
tread lies clearly before us.  Ours,” Shoghi Effendi
pointed out, ““is the duty to fix our gaze with undeviating
attention on the duties and responsibilities confronting us
at this present hour, to concentrate cur resources, toth
material and spiritual, on the tasks that lie immediately
ahead, to insure that no time is wasted, that no opportunity
is missed, that no obligation is evaded, that no task is half-
heartedly performed, that no decision is procrastinated.”



“The Kingdom of God,” the beloved Master assured us,
““is possessed of limitless potency. Audacious must be the
army of life if the confirming aid of that Kingdom is to be
repeatedly vouchsafed unto it . . Now is the time to reveal

he force of one’s strength, the stoutness of one’s heart and
¢he might of one’s soul.”

On the occasion of another Centenary, over eighteen
years ago, the Guardian, in never-to-be-forgotten words,
called upon us to arise and fulfil the work entrusted to our
keeping. These words are as applicable, as deeply moving
and passionate in their appeal, as if he had meant them for
this present fate-laden hour. Let us open our hearts to their
message of love and of the longing they convey : * . to
all, without distinction of race, nation, class, colour, age,
or sex, I feel moved, as the fateful hour of a memorable

Centenary approaches, to address my plea, with all the
fervour that my soul can command, and all the love that
my heart contains, to rededicate themselves, collectively
and individually, to the task that lies ahead of them . . . I
direct my impassioned appeal to obey, as befits His
warriors, the summons of the Lord of Hosts, and prepare
for that Day of Days when His victorious battalions will, to
the accompaniment of hozannas from the invisible angels
in the Abh4 Kingdom celebrate the hour of final victory.”

Ruhiyyih Paul Haney
Leroy Ioas Jalal Khazeh
A. Furatan A. Q. Faizi

April, 1962.

NEWS LETTER

Dear Friends,

As we write this letter the Festival of Ridvan approaches,
the greatest of all Bah4’i festivals, when we do well to ponder
the words of Baha’u’lldh which reveal the potency of this
day and of the age in which we live : *“ This Day a door is
open wider than both heaven and earth. The eye of the mercy
of Him Who is the Desire of the worlds is turned towards
all men.” “This is the Day whereon the unseen world
crieth out * Great is thy blessedness, O earth. for thou hast
been made the footstool of thy God, and have been chosen as
the seat of His mighty throne .’

We stand on the threshold of the year which will precede
the Most Great Jubilee, the hundredth anniversary of the
Declaration of Baha’w’lldh; the year in which the remaining
goals of the Ten-Year Crusade must be attained and the
final sustaining pillars to take part in the first election of
God’s mighty House of Justice must be raised and firmly
established. It is a year of precious, of awe-inspiring
responsibility; a year which should see the Cause of God
spreading with unprecedented rapidity in every corner of
the globe : “ This is the day in which to speak,” proclaims
Baha'w’llah. It is incumbent upon the people of Bahd to
strive, with the utmost patience and forbearance. to guide the
peoples of the world to the Most Great Horizon. Every
body calleth aloud for a soul. Heavenly souls must needs
quicken, with the breath of the Word of God, the dead bodies
with a fresh spirit.” Let us strive with the entire devotion
of our hearts to ensure that at the end of this year we may
celebrate the glorious Centenary with the clear conscience
that we have not neglected the precious charge which God
has laid upon us.

The preparations for the World Congress to be held in
London are now well under way. The Congress Arrange-
ments Committee met at the end of January and the most
urgent decisions have been communicated to the National

ISSUED FROM THE WORLD CENTRE

Spiritual Assemblies. The holding of the Congress was
announced to the world at large through a press conference
held in Haifa on Monday, 5th March, and increasing
interest in this event is being shown in many quarters. Some
fifteen reporters attended the conference, and the press
release was communicated to all the major international
wire services. Since then we have been receiving a series
of articles which have been appearing in newspapers in this
country. The news was also broadcast.

In the Holy Land, the passing of the dearly loved Hand
of the Cause, Amelia Collins, was a great loss to the World
Centre of the Faith. For many years she had been in con-
tinual pain, but in spite of this had continued to serve the
Faith with an indomitable courage which was a challenge
and inspiration to her fellow-servants in the Cause of God.

In our last News Letter we mentioned the visit of the
International Council to the President of the State. In a

- series of visits to Jerusalem some of the Hands introduced

the President and Secretary-General of the Council to a
number of officials of the State, and the Council is now
continuing with these courtesy visits. In response to
invitations given on such visits, the Minister of the Interior
and the Minister of Justice both visited the Shrine of the
Bab during February. We have also received a visit from
a delegation of prominent parliamentarians of the recently
formed African Republic of Niger, accompanied by the
acting Ambassador of the Cote d’Ivoire ; these being part
of the continual stream of visitors to the Shrine.

On the 14th February the Council gave a reception in the
Western Pilgrim House to over 150 of the prominent
citizens of Haifa.

In these ways the cordial relations between the World
Centre of the Faith and the State in which it is situated,
which were so assiduously built up in the lifetime of the



THE BELOVED GUARDIAN’S CRUSADE

On April 21st we cabled the Hands in Haifa :—

12 Assemblies formed 36 maintained Beloved Guardian’s
goal 48 Assemblies achieved Cardiff Cheadle Norwich in-
corporated loving Ridvan greetings Bahad’i London.

In answer we received the following message from the
Hands:—

Confident outstanding victory won through devotion
faithfulness British Baha’is Beloved Guardian presages
opening new epoch Faith community he greatly loved and
admired. Handsfaith.

Received April 24th, 1962.

From Convention to the World Centre.

With inspiring aid Hand Cause John Ferraby British
Convention deeply appreciates comprehensive message
stimulating deeper understanding Guardian’s guidance
leading fervent endeavour adults youth towards effective
consolidation homefront reinforcement Northern Islands
stop implementation plans rapid increase numbers focussed
on Wales Ireland Scotland simultaneously British Pioneers
Australia achievement our remaining goals deepest love
British Convention.

April 29th, 1962.

And back to Convention from the World Centre came this
fresh encouragement for the ensuing months.

Greatly encouraged program activities contemplated stop
fulfilment these objectives crown labours devoted persevering
vital British Baha’i community praying fresh triumphs final
year Beloved Guardian’s Crusade. Handsfaith.
Received May 2nd, 1962.

BY THE INTERNATIONAL BAHA’f COUNCIL

beloved Guardian, and developed subsequently by the
Hands in the Holy Land, are being continuously fostered.

From many parts of the Bahad’i world we continue to
receive news of interesting and thrilling developments. In
the Central and East Africa Region, during the five and a half
years since the formation of their National Spiritual Assem-
bly, the number of tribes represented in the Faith has been
quadrupled, there are five and a half times as many centres,
seven times as many Local Spiritual Assemblies, and
fourteen times as many Baha’is. In November that
Regional Assembly reported that following a special training
course attended by twenty-one believers, two of them
travelled, often on foot, in the Sudan and Congo. They
suffered great hardships due to the hostility, suspicion and
superstition of the people, and had difficulty in finding food
and places to sleep. They contracted serious dysentery
from having to drink swamp water, and became critically
ill owing to the complete lack of medicine in the dispensaries
of the Congo. But despite these difficulties they persevered,
using first one method, then another, to convince the people
of their sincerity and the true purpose of their visit. They
held a number of meetings in an area which had not been
reached before, and were able to leave a nucleus of strong
believers well able to carry on the activities there.

In South and West Africa two first historic Baha’i Summer
Schools were held, one in Malkerns, Swaziland, from 23rd
to 26th December, and one in Mulungushi, Northern
Rhodesia, from 24th to 26th December. The holding of
these schools is a momentous step in the progress of the
Faith in this Region, both for the present consolidation of the
Cause and as the laying of foundations for the future. The
running theme of the Malkerns School was mass conversion
and how to attain it. It was the expressed desire of all who
attended that this should be achieved in Swaziland before
the end of the Crusade. To follow up the work of this

school, an all-day teaching meeting was held in Mbabane on
January 14th, and immediately afterwards three African
teachers went out to one of the remote areas of Swaziland
and brought in nineteen declarations.

The flame of teaching is still spreading in India, as you will
have learned from the announcements of the Hands, and
the new believers are showing exemplary devotion and en-
thusiasm in the path of the Cause. In one place a crippled
teacher is carried in his cot from village to village spreading
the Word.

A letter from the National Spiritual Assembly of Brazil
dated 18th February reported that four of the believers
had just returned from their bi-monthly trip to visit the
Indians high in the mountains above the little town of
Itariri on the south east coast of the state of Sao Paulo and,
their faces aglow, had announced that all of the nineteen
adults who comprise that village had that day registered
as followers of Baha’u’llah.

In many localities in Mexico there have been rapid gains
and the number of believers has risen by over seventy per
cent since last April. Already a fifty per cent increase in
the number of Local Assemblies is assured for this Ridvan
and believers are spreading out to take the Faith to new
areas of the country.

From New Zealand comes the long-awaited and wonderful
news of the declaration of the first Maori believer, on 15th
January in Auckland. Also the report of the celebration
of the first Baha’i marriage legally recognised in that country,
on 29th January, in the Haziratu’l-Quds in Auckland.

Perhaps one of the most encouraging signs is the new life
shown on many of the Homefronts. Canada reports in the
December News an unprecedented number of believers so far
this year. Twenty people who became Bahd’is in the
Yukon have spread to such widely scattered places as



Alaska, British Columbia, Alberta, Ontario, Quebec,
Nova Scotia, England, Germany, Washington, California.

Both the United States and the British Isles likewise
report unprecedented numbers of declarations, and the
rate of increase seems to be rising.

Progress on the Mother Temple of Europe is also con-
tinuing. The 27 lower rib-sections are now erected, and
the concrete ring joining them is complete. The work
of erection had to be suspended until frost-free weather
returned, but in the Netherlands, where the sections are
being prefabricated, 17 out of the 18 middle sections of the
intermediate ribs are complete and work on casting the
upper sections of the ribs has begun.

As we rejoice in the roll-call of victories from every part
of the world, let us recall the words of our beloved Guardian,
written at the close of his message to the Baha’i world in
Ridvén, 1957, and determine that we will, to our utmost
capacity, rise to his high expectations and achieve the
triumph for which he so fervently strove :

“1 appeal, as I close this review of the superb feats
already accomplished, in the course of so many campaigns,
by the heroic band of the warriors of Baha’u’llah, battling
in His Name and by His aid for the purification, the uni-
fication and the spiritualization of a morally and spiritually

bankrupt society, now hovering on the brink of self-
destruction, for a renewed dedication, at this critical hour
in the fortunes of mankind, on the part of the entire company
of my spiritual brethren in every continent of the globe, to
the high ideals of the Cause they have espoused, as well as
the immediate accomplishment of the goals of the Crusade,
on which they have embarked, be they in active service or
not, of either sex, young as well as old, rich or poor, whether
veteran or newly enrolled—a dedication reminiscent of the
pledges which the Dawn-breakers of an earlier Apostolic
Age, assembled in conference at Badasht, and faced with
issues of a different but equally challenging nature, willingly
and solemnly made for the prosecution of the collective
task with which they were confronted.

“ May this Crusade, on which the privileged heirs and
present successors of the heroes of the Primitive Age of our
Faith have so auspiciously embarked, yield . . . such a
harvest as will amaze its prosecutors, astonish the world at
large, and draw forth from the Source on high a measure of
celestial strength adequate to insure its triumphant con-
summation.”

Ll
INTERNATIONAL BAHA’I COUNCIL

World Centre of the Faith,
5th April, 1962.

New Believers

In a letter from the Hands to the National Spiritual
Assembly in March they said, “We are delighted to hear
that the inflow of new believers continues and pray that the
increase may become still more rapid until the trickle
becomes a torrent and believers enter the Cause in troops.
We are particularly glad to see that the British Bah&’i
Community has at last succeeded in becoming self-support-
ing, a goal at which the Guardian had so long urged them to
aim. Achievement of this goal must have profound
spiritual repercussions upon the work in the British Isles.”

Victory on the Home Front

“The news of the victory on the Homefront caused us
the greatest joy. It amply vindicated the confidence our
beloved Guardian always had in the British Baha’is, and his
great admiration for their tenacity and determination. We
feel sure that both your Assembly and the friends in the
British Isles are not only intensely relieved but uplifted
by this triumph on the Homefront, which cannot but release
great spiritual forces, and usher in a new period in the
unfoldment of the Faith in Great Britain. We congratulate
you all from the bottom of our hearts, and assure you we
will pray in the holy Shrines that unprecedented progress
may be made during the last 12 months of the beloved
Guardian’s Crusade.”

Letter from the Hands, April 23rd, 1962.

The National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is of Great Britain.
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