


























THE PHONE RANG AGAIN 
I 

LIFE AT THE I:IAZlRAT'UL-QUDS, BEFORE AND AFTER THE CONGRESS. 

Could any outsider have imagined, from the and 
stately exterior in Rutland Gate, the intense activity going on 
inside the British I:Iazirat'ul-Quds in London? For 
months the preparations for the World Congress had kept 
the 'phone ringing and the mail pouring in. However, 
all that paled when the first Friends from faraway places 
began to arrive, and the Congress was only " the week­
after-next. " 

Betty Reed, Secretary of the British N.S.A., with the 
help of Marion Mihaeloff, had to cope with a super­
human amount of preparations, problems and sorting of 
queries. Early in April Mr. Sana from Oxford came to 
the Hazira at the invitation of N.S.A. to help the growing 
number of Persian visitors and Friends. Soon after, May 
Faizi and Jan Coppen arrived, and Joan Gregory, Protection 
Board Member who was to help with the work of the 
National Office whilst the N.S.A. members were in Haifa. 
Bridget Ferraby, some of the London Friends and visitors, 
also stood by to help, and Jean Campbell looked after us all 
with meals ready and waiting for us at almost all hours. 

Not a mealtime passed without the 'phone ringing, and 
the doorbell ringing-several times. Not a day passed 
without some crisis and/or catastrophe to be overcome, 
innumerable questions to be answered : 

" We've just flown in from the Azores, do you know of 
a hotel . . .. ? " 

" I've just found these two friends at London Airport, 
they speak very little English, and .... " 

" My uncle is arriving from Teheran .... " 
" Would you like to leave a note. ?" 
" Have you any letters for . . . . ?" 
" Piccadilly line to Arnos Grove . 
"I have a contact who .... " 
"Royal Hotel, Woburn Place .. 
" Can you help me . . .?" "Have you seen .?" 
" Any books . . . . ?" 
"Bali" 
" Yes." 
"AIl<ih-u-Abha, Allah-u-Abha ..... " 
Dear Friends, how wonderful it was to see you all , and 

what a joy it has been for all of us who have been able to 
help at the Hazira. 

* * * * 
We saw the N.S.A. members meet, and depart for Haifa 

in the early morning sunshine. We welcomed friends from 
Australia, Bankok and Chichicastinango, friends we 
hadn't seen for years, friends we'd only heard about, from 
the hearts of other continents. 

The cable came, announcing the election of the Universal 
House of Justice. 

Our own N.S.A. came back again, wide smiles and 
shining faces, from that glorious Convention. 

The members of the Universal House of Justice arrived, 
and met all day prior to the opening of the Congress. 
(We served them tea from a golden teapot ... ). 
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And then ..... 
We put notices up on the door. 
We moved to the Royal Albert Hall. 

For five days NOBODY answered the 'phone or the 
doorbell at the I:Jazirat'ul-Quds. 

* * * * 
No sooner was the Congress over, however, than chaos 

broke loose once again. The 'phone rang . . . and rang. 
The doorbell rang ... and rang. We started off with a 
Press Conference that same Thursday evening; Baha'is 
attended in National Dress. Would there, would'n't there 
be a T.V. programme the following evening? A strike of 
television engineers answered the question, there would 
not. 

The Universal House of Justice met all day for several 
days. The Hands of the Cause arrived to continue the 
Conclave; they met several times with the Universal House 
of Justice. The great work of guiding and protecting the 
Cause of God went on- right here, in the ljazirat'ul-Quds. 

A team formed to help to serve them tea- or coffee­
both morning and afternoon. Mrs. Anna Grossman and 
Roy Massey, among others, became indispensible; we 
were most grateful for their help. The kitchen, too, became 
quite a meeting place .. for wives .. and families 

And the 'phone kept ringing, AND the doorbell. 

Mr. Sana became the trusted receiver of money, jewelry 
and Persian carpets brought by the Friends, and gifts, 
contributions to the Funds. 

N.S.A members milled and thronged. The 'phone 
rang. The doorbell rang. More people arrived. Books 
were sold by the guinea's worth. 

Through it all the Hands upstairs continued to consult; 
so did the Universal House of Justice; quietly and calmly 
the work went on, the spiritual forces gathered. In the midst 
of seeming chaos there was an oasis of tranquility . . . 

We thought that when the Hands' meeting ended the 
Congress really would be over. How wrong we were. 
Many Friends still remained in London. A record number 
of books were sold; even non-Baha'is came to call on us. 
The 'phone still rang .. and the doorbell still rang . . . 
simultaneous translation sets surreptitiously appeared, the 
batteries, then the ear-phones, in brown paper bags. . . . . 

The Thursday Public Meeting was a complete sell-out. 
Not even the stairs could accommodate the multitude, and 
small groups formed with Contacts unable to get into the 
meeting room. The second week, too, saw activity every 
evening; the Australian Friends put on an excellent slide 
show ; we enjoyed the stories of some of the early believers 
told to us by Mr. E. Khavari and translated for us by 
Hand of the Cause, Mr. Faizi. 

We even had a wedding, the lovely young bride, radiant 
in white, and her husband were blessed by the presence of 
Ruhiyyih Khanum. 

(continued on next page) 



A CHILD'S IMPRESSION OF CONGRESS 
The Congress was a week, we went to it, and we are staying 

in the Cranley Gardens Hotel. The grown-ups go to the 
Royal Albert Hall but the little ones are not admitted so 
they go to a place called Alexandra House. I was one of 
the children who went to Alexandra House, and so were 
my brothers. 

The Congress was because it was the hundredth anniver­
sary of Baha'u'llah and they were going to elect the Universal 
House of Justice. 

At Harlech I had some friends called Balsam and Goli, 
I found them both but I only played with Balsam because 
Goli was playing with the girls. There was nothing to do 
but romp around. We had some refreshments, then 
Mummy and Daddy came in and took us to see the great 
crowds of people come out of the Albert Hall. I shook 
hands with an Arabian, a Mexican, an American and a 
Bolivian Indian lady. 

Another day Mummy said this afternoon we are not 
going to Alexandra House but to the Albert Hall for a Feast. 
When we got there there were about six thousand Baha'is 
and that was only a few of them (i.e., of the world total-Ed.). 
When the Feast began prayers were chanted and said in 
different languages. The Feast ended in six Mricans 
singing Allah-u-Abha. When the song had ended we went 
into a cafe and drank some pineapple juice and ate a piece 
of cake. There was a piece of paper on which we had to 
sign our name and address, I signed mine. This piece 
of paper was to go in the Archives Building so I felt very 
proud. 

THE 'PHONE RANG AGAIN 

(Continued from page 14). 

That same evening, the London Community shared their 
Feast with many welcome guests from overseas, including 
some of the Hands of the Cause still in London. 

The National Office worked through it all, in spite of the 
doorbell ... and the three telephones-two on the National 
Secretary's desk, the editing had been done, despatch of the 
tape-recordings had to be organised. Sets of photos 
were chosen, negatives were processed; all to be done in 
time for Conventions and sent off to all N.S.A's. Many 
enquiries poured in, pamphlets were mailed out. 

And so it went on. 

But one by one the Friends and helpers dispersed again, 
and are now scattered over the globe. Little by little the 
activity abated, but none too soon. We wish it could have 
gone on longer. Imagine... 

In a quieter I:Iazila we look at each other: 

Is it really over? 

Shall we ever forget it? 

Wasn' t it wonderful? 

JAN COPPEN. 
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In Alexandra House I played with an American boy 
called Stephen and a boy called Olinga chased me all over 
the place. On Tuesday I made friends with a Persian boy 
and another English boy. Then we saw films. 

On Wednesday after breakfast we did not go to Alexandra 
House but went to the Albert Hall. There is a Post Office 
and a Bookshop in it. Mummy bought lots ·of postcards to 
send to people. Then we went in and found our seats. 
We went in a box. I liked it best on top because it was very 
high and we could see down on everyone. I had brought 
this diary I am writing in with me to finish off yesterday's 
work. I had also brought with me Treasure Island to read 
while the talks were going on. I finished my work before 
the session had begun. The session began with five prayers 
so I did not read Treasure Island because it would be rude. 
Even when the talk was going on I didn't read. Later on 
we went to Alexandra House because Charles and Julian 
wriggled so much we had to go out. We arrived in the 
middle of a film . 

On Thursday afternoon we went to Alexandra House of 
course and there was nothing to do except watch films. 
Mter the refreshments we watched films again until Mummy 
came and took us to the Albert Hall. She took us to the 
Albert Hall because she wanted us to hear R(lhiyyih 
Kbanum, the Guardian 'S wife. I liked it when the 
Guardian'S wife spoke. I liked it because she said she was 
untidy and when the Guardian was angry it was horrid. 

MARK HELLABY, aged 8! years. 

TELEGRAM OF GREETINGS TO THE QUEEN. 
The British Royal Family has been blessed by having 

several significant links with the Faith; not the least of these, 
perhaps, is that the present Queen's birthday falls on the 
first day of Ridvan, April 21st. On the occasion of Her 
Majesty's birthday this year, the N.S.A. sent to her the 
following greetings telegram: 

"The National Assemby of the Baha'is of the British 
Isles offers Your Majesty warmest greetings felicitations 
occasion Your Majesty's birthday stop April 21 st 1963 is a 
particularly joyous occasion for Baha'is throughout world 
marking centenary founding Baha'i Faith stop Members 
from Commonwealth countries and over 160 centres 
British Isles Your Majesty's loyal subjects participating 
centenary celebration~ Royal Albert Hall and on their 
behalf the National Assembly tenders to Your Majesty 
heartfelt wishes long and prosperous reign" (signed) 
National Spiritual Assembly Baha'is British Isles 27 Rutland 
Gate SW7, 

The following reply was received, dated April 25th : 

" Sir, I am directed by the Secretary of State to say that 
the telegram which was sent to The Queen by the National 
Assembly of Baha'is of the British Isles on behalf of mem­
bers at home and overseas has been laid before Her Majesty, 
who was graciously pleased to receive their loyal greetings 
and good wishes on her birthday. I am, Sir, your obedient 
Servant ... " (signed by an Officer of the Home Office). 



The grave of the beloved Guardian whose glorious Ten Year Crusade culminated in the celebration of the 

MOST GREAT JUBILEE 

April 28th- May 2nd, 1963 

" Salutation and praise, blessing and glory rest upon that primal branch of the Divine and Sacred Lote-Tree, grown 

out, blest, tender, verdant and flourishing from the twin Holy Trees; the most wondrous, unique and priceless pearl that doth 

gleam from out the twin surging seas; Well is it with him that seeketh the shelter of his shade that shadoweth all 

mankind." 'Abdu'l-Bahd. 
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FIRST STATEMENT from the UNIVERSAL HOUSE of JUSTICE 
Presented by David Hofman on April 30 at the World Congress 

" All praise, 0 my God, be to Thee Who art the Source 
of all glory and majesty, of greatness and honour, of 
sovereignty and dominion, of loftiness and grace, of awe 
and power. Whomsoever Thou wilIest Thou causest to 
draw nigh unto the Most Great Ocean, and on whom­
soever Thou desirest Thou conferrest the honour of rec­
ognizing Thy Most Ancient Name. Of all who are in 
heaven and on earth, none can withstand the operation 
of Thy sovereign Will. From all eternity Thou didst rule 
the entire creation, and Thou wilt continue for ever­
more to exercise Thy dominion over all created things. 
There is none other God but Thee, the Almighty, the 
Most Exalted, the All-Powerful, the All-Wise." 

Beloved friends: On this glorious occasion, the cele­
bration of the Most Great Jubilee, we raise our grate­
ful thanks to Baha'u'llah for all His bounties showered 
upon the friends throughout the world. This historic 
moment marks at one and the same time the fulfilment 
of Daniel's prophecy, the Hundredth Anniversary of the 
Declaration of the Promised One of all ages, the termi­
nation of the first epoch of the Divine Plan of 'Abdu'l­
Baha designed to establish the Faith of God in all the 
world, and the successful conclusion of our beloved 
Guardian 's world-encircling Crusade, enabling his lov­
ers and loved ones everywhere to lay this glorious 
harvest of victory in his name at the feet of the Blessed 
Beauty. This Most Great Jubilee is the crowning victory 
of the life work of Shoghi Effendi, Guardian of the 
Cause of God. He it was, and he alone, who unfolded 
the potentialities of the widely scattered, numerically 
small, and largely unorganized Baha'i community 
which had been called into being during the Heroic Age 
of the Faith. He it was who unfolded the grand design 
of God's Holy Cause, set in motion the great plans of 
teaching already outlined by 'Abdu'l-Baha, established 
the institutions and greatly extended the endowments 
at the World Centre, and raised the Temples of America, 
Africa, Australasia and Europe, developed the Adminis­
istrative Order of the Cause throughout the world, and 
set the Ark of the Cause true on its course. He appointed 
the Hands of the Cause of God. 

The paeans of joy and gratitude, of love and adora­
tion which we now raise to the throne of Baha'u' llah 
would be inadequate, and the celebrations of this Most 
Great Jubilee in which, as promised by our beloved 
Guardian, we are now engaged, would be marred were 
no tribute paid at this time to the Hands of the Cause 
of God. For they share the victory with their beloved 

commander, he who raised them up and appointed 
them. They kept the ship on its course and brought it 
safe to port. The Universal House of Justice, with pride 
and love, recalls on this supreme occasion its profound 
admiration for the heroic work which they have accom­
plished. We do not wish to dwell on the appalling dan­
gers which faced the infant Cause when it was suddenly 
deprived of our beloved Shoghi Effendi, but rather to 
acknowledge with all the love and gratitude of our 
hearts the reality of the sacrifice, the labor, the self­
discipline, the superb stewardship of the Hands of the 
Cause of God. We can think of no more fitting words to 
express our tribute to these dearly loved and valiant 
souls than to recall the Words of Baha'u'llah Himself: 
"Light and glory, greeting and praise be upon the 
Hands of His Cause, through whom the light of long­
suffering hath shone forth, and the declaration of authority 
is proven of God, the powerful, the mighty, the independent ; 
and through whom the sea of bestowal hath moved, and the 
breeze of the favour of God, the Lord of mankind, hath 
wafted." 

The members of the Universal House of Justice, all 
being in Haifa at the time of the election, were able to 
visit the Holy shrines of Baha'u'llah, the Bab and of 
'Abdu'l-Baha where they prostrated themselves at the 
Sacred Thresholds and humbly sought strength and 
assistance in the mighty task before them. Later in 
London they have paid homage at the resting-place of 
Shoghi Effendi, the blessed and sacred bough of the 
Tree of Holiness. 

As soon as the House of Justice is able to organize its 
work and deploy its forces it will examine carefully all 
the conditions of the Cause of God, and communications 
will be made to the friends. At this time we call upon 
the believers everywhere to follow up vigorously the 
opportunities opened up by the World Crusade. Consoli­
dation and deepening must go hand in hand with an 
eager extension of the teaching work so that the onward 
march of the Cause may continue unabated in preparation 
for future plans. Now that the attention of the public 
is becoming more and more drawn to the Cause of God 
the friends must brace themselves and prepare their institu­
tions to sustain the gaze of the world, whether it be friendly 
or hostile, eager or idle. 

The Universal House of Justice greets you all lovingly 
and joyfully at this time, and asks you to pray fervently 
for its speedy development and the spiritual strengthening 
of its members. 



NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
OF THE 

/ / 

BAHA'IS OF THE BRITISH ISLES 
27 RUTLAND GATE, LONDON S.W.7. 

Message from the Universal House of Justice to the 
/ / 

Annual National Conventions of the Baha'i World 1963 

(CONVENTION 120) 

Beloved Friends: 
The marvellous happenings which have transpired during 

and immediately after the twelve days of RicJvan attest the 
greatness of the Cause of God, and fill every Baha'i heart 
to overflowing with joy and gratitude. It was in obedience 
to the summons of the Lord of Hosts Himself that the 
elected representatives of the fifty-six national and regional 
communities of the Baha'i world were called to elect, in the 
shadow of God's holy mountain and in the house of the 
Center of His Covenant, the members of the Universal 
House of Justice. It was the Sign of God on Earth, the 
Day-Spring of Divine Guidance, the Guardian of the Cause 
of God, who gathered more than six thousand Baha'is from 
all parts of the earth to the celebration of the Most Great 
Jubilee in London. 

The first of these historic occasions was marked by events 
of extreme spiritual and administrative significance at the 
world centre of the Faith. The daily visits of large groups of 
believers, of many varying backgrounds, to the sacred shrines 
in the twin holy cities; the holding of the First International 
Baha'i Convention and the successful accomplishment of 
its main task; the celebration of the Rigvan Feast by some 
three hundred believers in the company of the Hands of the 
Cause of God in the precincts of the l]aram-i-Aqdas, are 
events of unique character and untold significance in the 
history of our beloved Faith. 

The celebration of the Most Great Jubilee in London must 
be described elsewhere. Suffice it to say now that this 
greatest gathering of Baha'is ever held in one place, was 
permeated by a spirit of such bliss as could only have come 
from the outpourings of the Abha kingdom. The review of 
the progress of the Cause, the presentation of believers from 
the new races and countries of the world brought within 
the pale of the Faith during the Beloved Guardian's Ten­
Year Crusade, of the Knights of Baha'u'liah, those valiant 
souls who carried the banner of Baha'u'llah to the unopened 
and often inhospitable regions of the earth, the spontaneous 
outbursts of singing of "Allah-u-Abha," the informal 
gatherings, the constant greetings of Baha'u'llah's warriors 
known to each other only by name and service, the youth 
gatherings, the unprecedented publicity in the press, on 

radio and television, the daily stream of Visitors to the 
beloved Guardian's resting place, the radiant faces and 
heightened awareness of the true and real brotherhood of 
the human race within the Kingdom of the Everlasting 
Father, are among the outstanding events of this supreme 
occasion, the crowning victory of the life work of Shoghi 
Effendi. 

The Universal House of Justice wishes to reaffirm at this 
time the tribute which it felt moved to pay to the Hands of 
the Cause of God at the World Congress, those precious 
souls who have brought the Cause safely to victory in the 
name of Shoghi Effendi. We wish also to remember the 
devoted work of their Auxiliary Board members, as well as 
the services of the Knights of Baha'u'llah, of the army of 
pioneers, the members of the national and regional spiritual 
assemblies, the services and prayers and sacrifices of the 
believers everywhere, all of which in the sum total have 
attracted such bounties and favours from Baha'u'llah. 

The Universal House of Justice, in several sessions held 
in the Holy Land and in London, has been able to initiate 
its work and to make arrangements for the establishment 
of the Institution in Haifa. It has no officers and hence­
forth its communications to the Baha'i World will be signed 
Universal House of Justice over an embossed seal. 

The Cause of God, launched on the sea of the Divine Plan 
of 'Abdu'l-Baha, has achieved, under the superb leadership 
of its beloved Guardian, a spread~thrDLTghouCfne world and 
a momentum which must now carry it forward on the next 
stage of its world redeeming mission, the second epoch of 
the Divine Plan. The Universal House of Justice, in close 
consultation with the Hands of the Cause, is examining the 
vast range of Baha'i activity and growth in order to prepare 
a detailed plan of expansion for the whole Baha'i community , 
to be launched at Rigvan, 1964. But there are some 
objectives to be achieved at once. 

The consolidation of the goals and new communities of the 
Baha'i world is an urgent and immediate task facing the 
fifty-six national spiritual assemblies, and an essential 
preparation for the launching of the new plans. Pioneers 
must be maintained at their posts and all the local spiritual 
assemblies strengthened through a fum establishment of 



Baha'i community life and an active teaching programme. 
Those national spiritual assemb1" es which rc·st on the basis 
of a small number of local spiritual assemblies must make 
great efforts to insure that this number will be increaseda:t · 
Ric;lvan 1964. Pioneers ready to go to consolidation areas, 
as well as those eager to open new territories, should make 
their offers through their national spiritual assembly. 

The great work of teaching must be extended, not only in 
those areas where mass conversion is beginning, but every­
where. The high intensity of teaching activity reached at 
the end of the World Crusade, far from slackening, must 
now be increased as the friends everywhere draw on the vast 
spiritual powers released as a result of the celebration of the 
Most Great Jubilee and the emergence of tI-:e Universal 
House of Justice. 

The Ten-Year Crusade witnessed the completion of the 
structure of the Mother Temple of Europe. It is now 
imperative to complete, without delay, the interior decoration, 
to install utilities and lay access roads, to landscape 
grounds and to construct the caretaker's house. This work 
will cost not less than $210,000 00, but if delayed it will 
cost considerably more. The House of Justice calls upon 
the national spiritual assemblies to allocate substantial 
budgets for the immediate completion of this work. 

The plan to be embarked upon next Ric;lvan, the details of 
which will be announced during the coming year, will 
include such projects as the extension and embellishment of 
the endowments at the World Centre; collation of the 
Writings of Baha'u'llah, 'Abdu'l-Baha and Shoghi Effendi; 
continual reinforcement of the ties binding the Baha'i 
World to the United Nations; formation of many more 
national spiritual assemblies, both by division of existing 

regional spiritual assembli(s and the development of new 
Baha'j communities, together with the purchase of national 
F;laziratu'l-Quds, temple sites and national endowments; 
the opening of new territories to the Faith; detailed plans 
for national spiritual assemblies involving, in some areas, 
consolidation goals, in others the multiplication of Baha'i 
institutes and schools, in others a great enrichment of 
Baha'i literature, and in all a vast increase in the number of 
Baha'is, and the holding of oceanic and intercontinental 
conferences. 

All such expansion and development of the Faith will be 
de~endent upon the Baha'i Fund. The Universal House of 
Justice calls the attention of every believer to this vital and 
pressing matter, and asks the national spiritual assemblies 
to pay special attention to the principal of universal partici­
pation, so that every siegle follower of Baha'u'llah may make 
his offering, however small or great, and thereby identify 
himself with the work of the Cause everywhere. It is our 
hope that a constant flow of contributions to the Inter­
national Fund will make it possible to build up sufficient 
reserves for the launching of the new plan in 1964. 

Beloved friends, we enter the second epoch of the Divine 
Plan blessed beyond compare, riding the crest of a great 
wave of victory produced for us by our beloved Guardian. 
The Cause of God 'Lnow-firmly rooted in the world. 
Forward, then, confident in the power and protection of the 
Lord of Hosts, who will, through storm and trial, toil and 
jubilee, use his devoted followers to bring to a despairing 
humanity, the life giving waters of His supreme Revelation. 

(signed) THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE. 

London, 
May 7, 1963. 
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