






View from Mount Carmel showing the Shrine of the Bab and the International 
Archives Building. 

Masa'il 14, 120. No. 1. 
December 25, 1963. 

MOROCCO: ALL PRISONERS FREED 

The wonderful news has flashed around the world bringing 
joy and a sense of awe to every Baha'i heart. Some of the 
human story of this heroic episode of the Formative Age 
is now shared with you. 

For nearly five months from the time they were cast into 
prison- three under sentence of death and five of life 
imprisonment-these men had virtually no Baha'i contact 
except amongst themselves. Every pressure was brought on 
them to renounce the Faith and return to Islam. Freedom, 
acclamation of non-Baha'i relations, safety for their families 
-only sign a paper! It is to their undying credit that they 
held firm during those first five terrifying months when 
they had no guidance from outside. Imagine how their 
hearts leapt when one day a young man appeared and said 
" Allah-u-Abha " ; he was the Baha'i lawyer with authority 
to represent them. 

The mother of one went to the prison to persuade him 
to give up this Baha'i religion. She returned home and 
said: "I did not see my son. I saw an angel, and I want 
to follow in his footsteps and to give my life for that religion 
too." 

One wrote to his young son: "One day you will know 
why I am in prison. It is for the happiness of mankind 
and I hope you will be proud of that." 

When they understood what wide publicity had come to 
the Faith because of their suffering they" jumped with joy." 

Some day this whole story will make glorious reading. 

Each of the" prisoners," now restored to freedom and 
the comfort of his family, has received a letter of love and 
gratitude from the Universal House of Justice. 
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NEWS FROM THE 
WORLD CENTRE 

A SELECTION OF NEWS ITEMS FROM 
THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
AND HANDS OF THE CAUSE, RESIDING 

IN THE HOLY LAND. 

WORLD CENTRE 
We are just now receiving the third group of pilgrims 

from both the East and the West, and are delighted to say 
that the new arrangements for housing all the pilgrims in 
one Pilgrim House are working out very well indeed. The 
power of the blessed Shrines seems to grow ever greater, 
as our beloved Guardian told us would be the case, and the 
pilgrims feel this and reflect it in the spiritual inspiration 
and joy which they derive from the pilgrimage. 

The task of .preparing sixty-nine National Teaching 
Plans as the substance of the mighty Nine-Year Plan to be 
launched next RiQvan is constantly before the World Centre. 
These plans will be integrated into one overall global plan 
so that each National Community, and the Cause of God 
throughout the world, will surge forward in the further 
unfoldment of the Divine Plan. 

ALASKA 
The National Spiritual Assembly has undertaken an 

interesting venture in public relations. Letters were written 
to all Alaskan Legislators congratulating them on the passing 
of a Bill which resulted in the appointment of a Human 
Rights Commission. The Governor and members of the 
commission received such letters. With each one, the 
National Spiritual Assembly enclosed the pamphlet" Man 
One Race." The answers thus far received have been 
heartening. 

FAITH PENETRATES AMAZON REGION 

Recent reports indicate that several hundred Indians in 
the jungle areas of Brazil , Colombia, and Peru have been 
enrolled under the banner of Baha'u'llah, including about 
250 Amazon Indians in the remote corner of Brazil near 
Colombia. One of the Auxiliary Board Members states 
that the whole Amazon area appears to contain a vast 



hidden treasure of receptive souls for Baha'u'llah's Kingdom. 
In many areas Christianity has not yet penetrated or is only 
now reaching these virgin areas of such great promise. 

CANADA 

Another step forward in official recognition of the Faith 
is the recent action of the Department of Citizenship and 
Immigration, in Ottawa, defining the status of Baha'i 
pioneers as " representatives" of the Baha'i" organization" 
in foreign lands, and consequently exempting them from 
automatic loss of citizenship after prolonged absence from 
their home country. 

CENTRAL AND EAST AFRICA 

We have just received word from the National Spiritual 
Assembly that since Convention the number of centres 
throughout that region has increased by 300, and during 
these seven months they have accepted 7,000 new believers 
into the Baha'i fold. Advanced training courses have been 
organized in English, Swahili, Luganda, Ateso and Acholi, 
for those believers who have already received the National 
Assembly's elementary training course. 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF EQUADOR REPORTS 
DRAMATIC EXPANSION OF FAITH 

November 12th 
"Two weeks ago we had eleven Groups in Ecuador, 
and now we have thirty-two. In the new Groups-
134 new believers-all Indians of the Imbabura and 
Pinchincha provinces .... " 

November 25th 
" The number of Groups has grown to fifty-six, nineteen 
of which have more than nine members, one having 
forty-eight. The number of believers has more than 
doubled during the month." 

MASS CONVERSION IN HAITI 

Many new believers have entered the Faith in recent 
months in Haiti. These new recruits have immediately 
entered the field of service and are doing exemplary and 
heroic work as native pioneers and teachers. Mass con­
version has been well under way since March amongst the 
country people and continues to gain momentum. There 
are about one thousand new Baha'is and thirteen Local 
Assemblies in these areas, all since last March. The people 
are Negro with some mixture of French. 

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 

As has already been announced, the friends of Hawaii 
are due to have their own National Spiritual Assembly next 
RiQvan, where our beloved Faith is established, not only 
on the big island of Hawaii, but on four other islands as 
well The number of friends is approaching 400, and three 
Ba{:iratu'l-Quds have been acquired. How gratified must 
be the spir it of our immortal Martha Root as she sees, from 
the Abha Kingdom, such victories won on the island that 
was destined to witness the last exploits of her heroic life! 
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INDIA 

The teaching work continues without interruption. The 
National Spiritual Assembly has adopted a One-Year Plan 
of extension and consolidation. On November 12th 
celebrations were held by the friends to mark the enrolment 
of more than 100,000 believers. The number of centres in 
India has reached 4,729. In addition to the Teaching 
Institute in Indore, three more buildings for similar 
institutes are being acquired by the friends, whilst the number 
of local Baha'i Schools has reached twenty-one. 

NEW ZEALAND 

The first legally recognized Baha'i wedding between two 
Baha'is took place in the I:Ja?:iratu'I-Quds of Auckland in 
August. The bride is also the first Maori to marry in the 
Faith. The subsequent reception held in Albany, the 
Maori settlement where the family and friends of the bride 
reside, forged new links with the Maoris of that area. 

SWITZERLAND 

Three Baha'is have presented the Fiith-its history, its 
relationship to Christianity, and its structure-to the Centre 
for Ecumenical Studies of the World Council of Churches. 
The talks were very well received, and a group has been set 
up to study the Faith in detai1. 

I I 

BAHA'I COMMUNITY OFFICIALLY REGISTERED 
IN FINLAND 

The National Spiritual Assembly writes: 

" The Ministry of Education has on September 18th, 
1963, made its decision for entering the Baha'i Com­
munity of Finland in the registry of religious communities 
and given the order to print this in the code of laws 
('5tatute book) of Finland. This printing was done on 
September 30th, 1963 in the code of laws No. 452. 

Ya-Baha'u'l-Abha ! " 

FOR MEDITATION 

be thou so steadfast in My love that 
thy heart shall not waver, even if the swords 
of the enemies rain blows upon thee and all 
the heavens and the earth arise against thee. 

Be thou as a flame of fire to My enemies 
and a river of life eternal to My loved ones 
and be not of those who doubt. 

And if thou art overtaken by affliction in 
My path, or degradation for My sake, be not 
thou troubled thereby. 

Rely upon God, thy God and the Lord of 
thy fathers. 

Baha'u'llah. 



SUMMER SCHOOLS 1963 
(1) DALSTON HALL CARLISLE JULY 13th-27th. 

Those who attended said "It was the best Summer School 
ever !" The historic Hall amidst beautiful grounds and 
countryside was an excellent setting for a School the quality 
of which enriched us and proved a graduation from 
" Kindergarten" to " -High » School" stage. 

The spirit of the School was greatly enhanced by the 
presence of two Hands of the Cause of God, Dr. 
Mlihlschlegel for the first weekend, who brought to us the 
loving greetings of the friends at the Continental Summer 
Schools he had recently attended and John Ferraby who 
was at the School until the middle of the second week and 
took part in the talks and discussions. 

The morning sessions of the first week were devoted to an 
excellent presentation by several speakers of the history 
of the Faith. All gave of their best and encouraged lively 
discussion and questions. Evening sessions were used to 
present the "Creative Words of Baha'u'llah" and the 
inspiration of the words of 'Abdu'l-Baha. 
, The morning sessions during the second week dealt with 
aspects of individual awareness and response in a world 
society . . _ Evening sessions developed the theme of the 
World Oiderof Baha'u'llah. 

One could not single out any of the speakers for special 
mention. All presented their subject with enthusiasm 
'and knowledge. Lively discussion followed each session 
and all benefitted in the sharing of the knowledge and 
experience of the friends from Switzerland, New Zealand 
and Africa. 

High-lights in the programmes of both weeks were sessions 
organised and carried out by the youth. Their enthusiasm 
and eagerness to play their part in encouraging the under­
standing of the application of the Faith to their problems 
of life in this modern world was amply demonstrated not 
only during the sessions but throughout the whole school. 

The ,children were not forgotten. They so much enjoyed 
the morning classes that they asked that future schools 
should be similarly organised. 

The excellence of the lectures and discussion groups was 
balanced by joyful and care-free social activity during 
afternoons and evenings~ Excursions were arranged 
during the first week to Keswick in the Lake District and 
during the second to Gretna Green and Dumfries. Each 
day the friends explored the surrounding countryside and 
during the evenings laughter and fun prevailed. 

Several visitors from nearby Dalston village and from 
Carlisle enjoyed an evening recital of music and song. The 
pianist was Sylvia Schulman from Rhodesia, now settled 
in this country, and she accompanied Lois Hainsworth 
who gave a selection of songs and arias. The recital 
concluded with Lois giving a most beautiful rendering of 
the prayer "From the Sweet Scented Streams" set to 
music by Dan Jordan. 

It was good to have with us Hasan and Isobel Sabri, 
Philip and Lois Hainsworth from Africa; Hugh Blundell, 
Linda Hight and Kitty Carpenter from New Zealand; 
Joan Featherstone from Australia; Marjorie Giorgi, 
Irene Bennett and Mary Hardy from Switzerland. 

The joy, happiness and inspiration of the Centenary 
Celebrations had spilled over into the year and pervaded the 
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two weeks of the School. N.S.A. Sessions presented by 
Adib-Taherzadeh, Betty Reed and John Long, and the 
session given by the Auxiliary Board Members Hugh 
Blundell, Ernest and Joan Gregory gave to us all a soul­
stirring vision of the growth and development of the Cause 
in retrospect and prospect. 

The time of the end is always a moment for regret-we 
were all loth to leave but part we must and we shall each 
retain a memory of a happy time spent together. We shall 
recall the happiness of the three declarations; or the ebullient 
and indefatigable Philip Hainsworth, Chairman of the 
School, rounding up his "flock" by the clanging of a 
cow-bell and with vociferous cajoling which ensured a 
remarkable punctuality in attendance at Sessions! Our 
thanks to all who organised the School, not least to the 
Warden of Dalston Hall, who without stint sought to do 
everything to make our stay a happy one. Finally we 
recall the words of the Vicar of Dalston who attended the 
farewell party and in accepting a gift of a book said" I hope 
that the Baha'i spirit will infuse this area and that we shall 
have you with us again." 

(We are indebted to Betty Shepherd, Gitta Chaplin, and 
Joe and Mary Jameson for this report). 

(2) COLEG HARLECH, AUGUST 24th-31st. 
(From a new believer). 
It was barely five months since I had declared my faith in 

Baha'u' llah when I attended Summer School. I am an 
isolated believer. The number of occasions on which I had, 
before the School, ever been able to actually meet Baha'is, 
could be counted on one hand. With this background, the 
week I spent at Harlech, even though it was not possible for 
me to attend as many as half of the meetings, was for me a 
tremendous spiritual experience and one that I shall never 
forget. 

" Love Me that I may love thee" was the theme of the 
School. 

A wonderful spirit of happiness and friendliness emanated 
from the gathering present at the Coleg, a group of about 
130 people of all ages and twelve nation.alities and I was 
inspired by the love which shone forth from many faces. 

The talks which were given in the mornings carried on 
one from another, beginning with a most fascinating study 
by Tom McArthur of how man's first awareness of God 
came into being, and developed, and we learnt of the 
significance of cave paintings, magic, dancing, and the 
possible development of the priesthood from the leadership 
of the dance, alchemy, spells, sunworship, etc. On the 
second day we had a talk from John Long about the 
Messengers of God and their Holy " Books." From there 
on to what is revealed by the Messengers and why we need 
a new revelation (two talks by John Wade), how the Faith 
works (Marion Hofman) and lastly Joan Gregory on what 
we as Baha'is can and must do to carry forward the Faith 
of Baha'u'llah. 

Three evening sessions were devoted to a study of 
" 'Abdu'l-Baha-the Teacher and His Writings," under the 
leadership of John and Rose Wade and through these 
everyone must have come to understand more of the great­
ness and supreme wisdom of the Master. 



As the week passed I came to appreciate for the first time, 
something of the great wonder and privilege of living so 
close in time to Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha and I was 
moved by the several stories which I heard told about them. 
I came away more thoroughly understanding the great 
responsibility which rests upon us all. 

I have brought home with me a rich wealth of spiritual 
experience which will carry me forward in the Cause of 
God in the days to come. 

NORA MAUDE. 

(b) From a member a/the Balui'i Youth. 

Harlech Summer School this year had that spirit of unity 
and love present at the Congress. We were privileged to 
have Dr. Miihlschlegel with us for the first three days. 

My immediate reaction on the first evening was, time and 
again "Who's that?" About two thirds of the Baha'is 
present had been less than two years in the Cause. This 
brought home to us the rate of growth of the Faith in 
Britain, emphasised by the number of Baha'is there. 130 
Friends attended the school over the whole week. At the 
beginning of the Six-Year Plan the number of Baha'is in 
Britain totalled about 130. 

The Summer School Committee deserved all the thanks 
we could give; the programme was well arranged and 
carried out on time, thanks to John Morley's efforts with 
percussion! It was generally felt, though, that with the 
predominance of young people (about 50%) a Youth 
Committee was needed. The more formal entertainments 
were all successful, such as the social evening on the last 
night, with such varied items as Indian and Persian dancing, 
a Yoga demonstration, national songs, cartoons and com­
edians ; the dramatic act presented by the children who had 
been working hard all week and the " Words and Music " 
programme, by now a favourite at Summer School. There 
was, however, a noticeable lack of organisation from the 
standpoint of informal Youth activities. This undoubtedly 
led to more spontaneity, but this did not always manage to 
make the informal social activities a success. The planning 
of a barbecue, parties in the gym, walks on the beach and 
social evenings, fell very largely on a few people at extremely 
short notice. We all felt that a Youth Committee could 
organise and co-ordinate ideas to advantage. 

At the same time it was suggested that we tend to segregate 
the British Community into sections: "Youth " and 
" Adults." This was corroborated by many people who 
felt that too much emphasis was placed on the youthfulness 
of the younger people. 

Some German Friends commented on the friendly 
relations between the generations of Baha'is in Britain. 
They do not have this unity in Germany, but it was certainly 
an important factor of Summer School this year. We felt 
this unity was indispensible, and should be fostered, since 
the young benefit from the experience of the adults, and the 
adults from the energy and drive of the young. 

The discussions were the focal point of interest this year. 
Their great success carne as a surprise to some of us, as the 
discussions have been the weakest part of past summer 
schools. The discussions this year were organised on a new 
method, with four groups discussing different questions­
in this way we covered more ground. We discussed modern 
and everyday problems, with the accent on the young people 
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of today. This included present-day morality, the attitude 
of parents towards children, and vice-versa, the effect of 
Baha'i teachings on the world and how we could make them 
universally appreciated. Our theme in all the discussions 
turned out to be "What can we do?" Eventually we 
always arrived back at the conclusion that the best thing 
to do was to live the life first and to teach as much as 
possible. At first we found it hard for everyone to be 
entirely frank, but when we were, ideas and results tumbled 
over each other. Unfortunately we found that it took 
about twenty seven minutes out of our precious thirty to 
break down the barriers, and only in the last three minutes 
did we make any headway, which is one reason for the need 
for longer discussions ! 
i More discussions was only one of our requests-we really 

wanted more of everything ! At the end of the week we 
felt that Summer School fifty two weeks of the year would 
not be a bad idea. It was a wonderful week, and as we left 
we could only pray that the marvellous spirit there would, 
continue to strengthen and unify the believers until next 
year. MAY HOFMAN. 

MESSAGES AT HARLECH 

Letter from Harlech Summer School Committee to the 
Universal House of Justice, and their reply. 

August 29th, 1963. 
Beloved friends, 

The members of the British Community gathered at'the 
Harlech Summer School send their warmest Baha'i 
greetings and assure you of their steadfast prayers -in the 
coming months of the new epoch. Numbering 130, includ­
ing many Baha'is of recent declaration and overseas visi,tors, 
the School has been blessed with the presence: 'of Hand of 
the Cause Dr. Adelbert Miihlschlegel for the first pilrt of 
the week. There has developed a special loving and creative 
spirit of Baha'i unity manifested in greater general partici­
pation during sessions, a wider field of cultural and social 
activities and a unique sense of punctuality. 

The National Spiritual Assembly directed originally that 
this Summer School be designed to appeal to the large 
numbers of young people in the British Isles, who constituted 
50% of the attendance here. 

We earnestly request your prayers at the Holy Shrines to 
assist our efforts in furthering the teaching work in this 
country. 

With warmest Baha'i love, In His Service, 
HARLECH SUMMER SCHOOL CTE. 

To the Harlech Summer School Cte. Sept. 11th, 1963. 
Dear Baha'i Friends, 

We were delighted to learn of the success of your Summer 
School and to note the large attendance. You will be glad 
to know that we have also received similar encouraging 
reports from Summer Schools in such places as Luxemberg, 
Switzerland and the United States. You can well imagine 
how great is our joy in being able to read so many encourag­
ing reports about the success of our Summer Schools. 

You may be assured of our prayers for divine confirmation 
and assistance when we visit the Holy Shrines. 

With warmest Baha'i love and greetings, 
Sincerely, 

THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE. 



Letter from Harlech Summer School Committee to the 
Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land, and their reply. 

August 29th, 1963. 
Dearly Beloved Hands, 

Loving Baha'i Greetings from the friends gathered at 
Harlech Summer School to consider the theme" Love Me, 
that I may love thee," and the Master's teaching methods. 
The dedication of the one hundred and thirty friends has 
produced that same glorious spirit seen at the Centenary 
Celebrations. 

We were blessed for much 'Of the School with the presence 
of Hand of the Cause Dr. Adelbert Miihlschlegel, who 
linked us spiritually with the other European Summer 
Schools. 

Amongst the outstanding features of the Summer School 
have been the preponderance of recently declared believers, 
the large numbers of younger people and the increased 
participation and punctuality highlighting all activities of the 
School. 

On behalf of the British Community, we earnestly request 
your prayers at the Holy Shrines that the spirit generated 
at Congress may continue to enliven the teaching work in 
the British Isles. 

With warmest Baha'i love, 
In His Service, 

HARLECH SUMMER SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 

To the Baha'is who attended the Harlech Summer School. 
9th September, 1963 

Dear Baha'i Friends, 
Your letter of August 29th was much appreciated. 
We were surprised and delighted to note that so many 

of the friends have gathered at the Summer School this year, 
and that so many new believers as well as young people 
were able to participate. 

The repeated demonstrations of the vitality of the British 
Baha'i Community is a source of pride to all the friends. 
We feel sure that they will continue to go on from victory 
to victory. 

We will certainly pray for the progress of the teaching 
work when we visit the Shrines, and that the spiritual 
impetus released by the World Congress will continue to 
be felt throughout the British Isles for a long time to come. 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 
In the service of the beloved Guardian, 

HANDS OF THE CAUSE IN THE HOLY LAND. 

(Signed) Ruhiyyih. 
Leroy Ioas. 
A. Q. Faizi. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Will the friends please note that the address of the BaM 'f 
Journal Committee (Secretary: Mrs. E. M. Hellaby) is now 
31 Croslands Park, Barrow-in-Furness, Lancs. (Tel: 
Barrow 2997). 
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CONTRmUTING TO THE FUNDS 
Continued from page 1 

It should therefore be the aim of every local and national 
community to become not only self-supporting, but to 
expend its funds with such wisdom and economy as to be 
able to contribute substantially to the Baha'i International 
Fund, thus enabling the House of Justice to aid the work 
in fruitful but impoverished areas, to assist new National 
Assemblies to start their work, to contribute to major 
international undertakings of the Nine-Year Plan such as 
Oceanic Conferences, and to carry forward the work of 
beautifying the land surrounding the Holy Shrines at the 
World Centre of the Faith. 

Nor should the believers, individually or in their Assem­
blies, forget the vitally important Continental Funds which 
provide for the work of the Hands of the Cause of God and 
their Auxiliary Boards. This divine institution, so 
assiduously fostered by the Guardian, and which has already 
played a unique role in the history of the Faith, is destined 
to render increasingly important services in the years to 
come. 

In the midst of a civilization torn by strifes and enfeebled 
by materialism, the people of Baha are building a new 
world. We face at this time opportunities and responsi­
bilities of vast magnitude and great urgency. Let each 
believer in his inmost heart resolve not to be seduced by the 
ephemeral allurements of the society around him, nor to be 
drawn into its feuds and short-lived enthusiasms, but 
instead to transfer all he can from the old world to that 
new one which is the vision of his longing and will be the 
fruit of~his labours. 

With loving greetings, 
(Signed and Sealed) 

THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE. 

COMMEMORATING THE MOST GREAT JUBILEE. 

Many communities up and down the country have obtained 
valuable publicity for the Faith by planting trees or giving 
seats to mark the celebration of the Most Great Jubilee. We 
are grateful for the many reports we have received of these 
ceremonies and regret very much that there is not space to 
print more than a list of these communities. 

Trees have been planted in Birmingham, Blackpool, 
Bristol, Cardiff, Chester, Exeter, Inverness, Manchester, 
Nottingham, Pontypridd, Romford, Sheffield, Southport 
and Winchester. 

Seats have been given in Bangor, N.I., Swinton and 
Wokingham R.D. 

Another method 0/ commemorating the Jubilee has been 
by donating Baha'i books to Public Libraries, usually with an 
inscription on the fly-leaf This has also been done by 
isolated Baha'is. 

Books have been given to Public Libraries in Aberystwyth, 
Barrow-in-Furness, Eccles St. Helens and Sutton Coldfield. 

We are sure that there must be many more Libraries to add 
to this list. Please will the friends let us know of any others 
so that the list may be completed in the next Baha'i Journal. 

BAHA'I JOURNAL COMMITTEE. 
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