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KNOW YOUR BAHA’l LITERATURE

The Hidden Words of Bahau'llah o oo

ERE the world’s religions meet

and are fused into one by the
fire of a great love. ‘‘This is that
which hath descended from the
realm of glory uttered by the tongue
of power and might and revealed
unto the prophets of old. We have
taken the inner essence thereof and
clothed it with the garment of
brevity.”

In an age of compendiums there
is no other compendium such as
this. No other pen has attempted
to make a summary which shall be
so concise and so complete as to

contain in less than eight score
brief Words of Counsel the vital
substance of the world-religions.
Yet for all its terseness it bears
none of the marks of a digest or an
abstract. 1t has the sweep, the force,
the freshness of an original work. It
is rich with imagery, laden with
thought, throbbing with emotion.
Even at the remove of a translation
one feels the strength and majesty
of the style, and marvels at the
character of a writing which com-
bines so warm and tender a loving

WELSH TEACHING COMMITTEE REPORT

“NEWS

BRECON

FO‘LL 'WING a successful meet-

ing here, arranged by the
Cardiff Assembly, the WTC planned
a follow-up meeting on 4th October.
Again strong support was given
from throughout South Wales and
a coach trip was organised to malke
this easier. More than forty people
attended the meeting, including two
seekers from the town of Brecon,
who had seen the advertisement in
their local press.

BANGOR

This town, one of the goals of
the Nine Year Plan, is receiving
direct support from Dr. Miller in
Anglesey and he arranged a public
meeting at the end of October,
when the speaker was Mrs. Lou
Turner of Liverpool.

ABERYSTWYTH

A public meeting, sponsored by
the Welsh Teaching Committee,
and arranged by Mrs. Nora Maude
of Borth, is planned for the 14th
November. Once more a coach load
from South Wales is planning
vigorous support. This town is
also a goal of the Nine Year Plan.
Another public meeting is being
planned for December, when it is
hoped that Marion Hofman will
speak.

SWANSEA

Regular Firesides are being held
here with the support of Cardiff,
Pontypridd and Caerphilly friends.
Plans are going ahead for a one-
day school late in November with
a possible follow-up week-end school.

It is interesting to note that

FROM WALES”

Aberystwyth, Bangor and Brecon
are all towns where there are no
resident Bahéd’is, and the work of
teaching 1is being organised and
supported from outside by the
Welsh Teaching Committee and the
efforts of nearby Baha’is.

CARDIFF

The Cardiff Assembly is actively
engaged in holding a series of
public meetings and firesides, and
in supporting the work in com-
munities both near and far.

We are sad to report that Jack
Gould, a founder member of the
Assembly and a Bahd’i of long
standing, has passed on to the
Abha Kingdom. We will long
remember with warm appreciation,
the service that Jack rendered to
the cause of Bahd’u’llah. He had
been a member of the Assembly for
many years both after its founda-
tion and after its incorporation.

PONTYPRIDD

Recent successes in Pontypridd
have rewarded the great effort that
has been put into the teaching work
here. A recent one day school was
well attended. We send loving
thoughts to Chris Seldon, now in
hospital recovering from a serious
operation.

At one time the penalty for the
Welsh crossing into England with-
out authority was death. Now, it
is the reward of service to
Baha’u’llah, that the Welsh receive
when they cross into Monmouth to
help with the teaching. This same
bounty is received by the English
friends helping with extension
teaching in North Wales. To them
the Welsh Teaching Committee is
most grateful.

A reflection by the late

kindness with such dignity and
elevation.

The teaching of the book through-
out is borne up as if on wings by
the most intense and steadfast
spirituality. With the first utterance
the reader is caught away to the
heavenly places, and the vision is
not obscured when the precepts
given deal with the details of work-
aday life, with the duty of following
a craft or a profession and of earn-
ing a livelihood to spend on one’s
kindred for the love of God. The
picture given of man and of human
nature is noble and exalted. If he
be in appearance a ‘‘pillar of dust,”
a ‘“fleeting shadow’’ yet he is in his
true being a ‘‘child of the divine and
invisible essence,” a ‘‘companion of
God’s Throne.”” The created worlds
are designed for his training. The
purpose of all religions is to make
him worthy of the love of God and
able to receive His bofinties.

A LOVE SONG

The Hidden Words is a love-song.
It has for its background the
romance of all the ages—the Love
of God and man. of the Creator and
His creatures. TIts theme is God’s
faithfulness and the unfaithfulness
of man. It tells of the Great
Beloved Who separates from Him-
self His creatures that, through the
power of the Spirit breathed in
them, they may of their cwn will
find the’r way to that reunion with
Him which is their paradise ana
their eternal home. It tells how they
turned away to phantoms of their
own devising, how He would not
leave them to the ruin they invoked
but ever with unwearying love
sought them and called them back
that they might enter yet the unshut
gates of heaven. Only the final
event of the love-story is lacking.
God calls and when His utterance is
complete He pauses that man may
answer, and waits—listening.

Love is the cause of creation: it
is the Beginning, the Knd and the
Way. God, as yet a Hidden
Treasure, knew His love for man,
drew him out of the wastes of noth-
ingness, printed on him Iis Own
image and revealed to him His
beauty. Apart from God man has
nothing and is nothing ; but in union
with God he possesses all things.
God ordained for his training every
atom in the wuniverse and the
essence of all created thinge. He is
the dominion of God and will not
perish ; the light of God which will
never be put out; the glory of Gqd
which fades not; the robe of God
which wears not out. Wrought out
of the clay of love and of the
essence of knowledge he is created
rich and noble. He is, indeed, the
lamp of God, and the Light of
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Lights is in him. He is God’s strong-
hold and God’s love is in him. His
heart is God’s home; his spirit the
place of God’s revelation. Would he
sanctify his soul, he could look back
beyond the gates of birth and recall
the eternal command and antenatal
covenant of God. Would he but look
within himself, he would see there
God standing powerful, mighty and
supreme.

THE PRISON OF SELF

Alas! in the proud illusion of his
separateness, man has forgotten
whence he came, and what he is,
and whither he moves. He has
turned away from his True Beloved
and given his heart to a stranger
and an enemy. Bound fast in the
prison of self, dreading that death
which might be to him the messenger
of joy, he has rejected the immortal
wine of wisdom for the poor dregs
of an earthly cup and has given up
eternal dominion that he might revel
for an hour in the lordship of a
passing world.

So blinded by arrogance and
rebellion have mankind become that
they live well content amid these
sterile imaginings. They are no
longer able to tell truth from error
nor to recognise it when it stands
before them in naked purity. Though
they enter the presence of the All-
Glorious ; though the Manifestation
of Him Whom they affect to seek is
before them and the Face of the
Mighty One in all its beauty looks
into their face, yet are they blind
and see not. Their eyes behold not
their Beloved ; their hands touch not
the hem of His robe. Though every
utterance of His contains a thousand
and a thousand mysteries, none
understands, none heeds. He made
the human heart to be His dwelling
place; but it is given to another.
Among His own on earth He is
homeless. Nay more, His own heap
on Him persecutions. The Dove of
Holiness is imprisoned in the claws
of owls. The Everlasting Candle is
beset by the blasts of earth. The
world’s darkness gathers about the
Celestial Youth. The people of
tyranny wrong Love’s King of
Kings. The angels weep at the
spectacle; lamentations fill the
heaven of heavens; but men glory
in their shame and esteem their
impiety a sign of their loyalty to
God’s cause.

In His mercy and compassion,
God leaves them mnot to self-
destruction. Sternly, but lovingly,
He upbraids them. He warns them.
He summons them from the couch
of heedlessness to the field of
endeavour and heroic adventure. He
demands of them a faith and
courage that will dare the utmosu
in His service, a fortitude that will
endure serenely every calamity, a
devotion that will rejoice in tribula-
tion and in death itself for the
Beloved’s sake.

COUNSEL UPON COUNSEL

He gives them counsel upon
counsel. With definiteness and force
He shows what God expects of His
lovers. The toils and perils of the
Homeward Way are many and
grievous; but true love will over-
come them all and be grateful tor
afflictions through which il can
prove its strength. None can set
out upon this journey unless his
heart is single and his affections are
centred without reserve on God. If
he would see God’s beauty he musu
be blind to all other beauty. If he
would hear God’s Word, he must
stop his ear to all else. It he would
love God he will turn away from
himself; if he would seek God’s
pleasure he will forget his own. So
complete will be his devotion that
he will yield up all for the dear sake
of God and welcome with longing
the martyr’s death.

Earth has a thousand ties to bind
men from their God: envy, pride,
indolence, ambition, covetousness,
the habit of detraction, the ascrip-
tion to others of what one would
not like to have ascribed to oneselt.
Against such things as these He
warns all who wish to reach the
bourne of Love, bids them keep ever
before them the rule of Justice
(“‘the best beloved of all things in
rod’s sight’’), and every day to
bring themselves to account ere the
opportunities given here on eartu
are snatched from them for ever by
the hand of death.

He reminds them of the treasures
He has laid up for those who are
faithful to the end. Upon the sacred
tree of glory He has hung the fairest
truits and has prepared everlasting
rest in the garden of eternal delight.
Sweet is that holy ecstasy, glorious
that domain. TImperishable sover-
eignty awaits them there, and in
the joy of reunion they will mirror
forth the beauty of God Himself and
become the revelation of His
immortal splendour.

A NEW GARDEN

Now in this age, He daclares, yeu
oreater rewards and ampler powers
are vouchsafed to mankind than in
times gone by. God’s favour is com-
plete, His proof manifest, His
evidence established. He has opened
im the heavenly heights a new
garden, a new degree of nearness tr
God. Whoso attains thereto, for him
the flowers of that garden will
breathe the sweet mysteries of love,
for him its fruits will yield the
secrets of divine and consummate
wisdom.

Yet even in this great day of
revelation the fulness of God’s
ultimate being has not been uttered.
So much has been said as the will
of the Most High permits; and no
more. What nas been set forth is
measured by man’s capacity to
understand it. God’s true estate and
the sweetness of His voice remains
undivulged.

OUR ISLAND
COMMITMENTS

YHIS Committee has the joy of
working in such prime goals as
Karoes, Malta and Cyprus, whilst
having the opportunity of fulfilling
the desire of the Universal House
of Justice, for international co-
operation, by aiding various Kuro-
pean National Spiritual Assemblies
with island goals in the Mediter-
ranean, such as the Balearic
Islands, Sardinia, Corsica, Crete,
Rhodes and the Cyclades. We would
like the friends to remember in
their prayers the heroic souls in
these places, and pray for success
in the field of international co-
operation.

Many of the friends will know
very little about Knight of
Bahi’u’llah, Eskil Ljungberg, our
elderly but sprightly pioneer in the
Karoes, who has stuck at his lonely
post cheerfully, since 1953. The
Committee is urgently endeavouring
to bring reinforcements to this
island and pioneer offers have been
made.

Eskil has unfortunately of late
been confined to hospital, but
has made an excellent recovery.
Auxiliary Board Member, Ernest
Gregory, recently visited Faroes and
it was possible to bring forward his
visit to help Eskil, over this period
and this was particularly helpful as,
on leaving hospital, Eskil had to
move house.

In Malta, the rather lonely ccm-
munity of Knight of Baha’u’llah
Olga Mills and Renée Aldridge was
reinforced six months ago by Jean
Campbell, who already has been of
great assistance in that island. Olga,
who is now an octogenarian, had
been in hospital, has now recovered
and lately had a holiday. Renée
Aldridge, who pioneered to Malta
only one month after declaring her-
self a Baha’i, has had a tedious
period in endeavouring to establish
herself on this island, and in her
work which is ‘‘soft furnishings,”
had the honour of doing special
work at Government House in
preparation for the Duke of Edin-
burgh’s visit. Her order books are
now full! Renée also recently was
able to take a well deserved holiday,
and the Committee is doing all it
can to encourage the friends, in this
Catholic dominated and politically
strife ridden island, so recently
granted independence.

In Cyprus, everyone will be con-
scious of how difficult it must be
for Hasan ‘Ali Shashmaz and his
family, now alone in Nicosia, and in
constant need of your prayers.

Anyone who feels they must take
their holiday abroad, could do worse
than contact this committee, as they
might be able to help, just by their
presence in these various islands,
and who knows what seeds can be
sown !

European Committee Report
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OUR FIELD OF OPERATIONS IN THE

SOUTH PACIFIC

KW of us have any clear picture

of the islands of the Pacific
which the Universal House of
Justice has laid at the door of us
British Baha’is under the Nine Year
Plan. A glance at the map reveals
pinpoints  surrounded by  vast
stretches of ocean, bounded to the
south-west by Australia and New
Zealand and, a few thousand miles
to the north-east, by the United
States of America, Not only, how-
ever, are the South Pacific Islands
of Fiji, Gilbert and Ellice, Tokelau,
Phoenix and the Line isolated from
any land mass; they are, in many
cases, hundreds of miles separating
one island from another in the same
group. This problem of isolation is
particularly acute in the Gilbert and
Ellice Islands colony, which includes
the Phoenix and Northern Line
Islands and which occupies an area
of more than two million square
miles of ocean, though the total
land area is only some 369 square
miles, And, to the east, Christmas
Island in the Line Group is 2,000

miles from Ocean Island, to the
west of the Gilbert Islands.

Most of the islands are low-lying
coral atolls a few feet above sea-
level. Naturally, the vegetation is,
generally speaking, very poor, and
this is often aggravated by drought.
Fish and coconut form the staple
diet in Gilbert and Ellice, the same
diet being supplemented in Fiji by
sugar-cane, rice and bananas. In
both colonies copra, used in the
manufacture of margarine, is a key
export industry.

The people of these Pacific
Islands are a mixture of native
Melanesians, Micronesians and Poly-
nesians, with large numbers of
Indians (in Fiji), small European
colonies and a few Chinese. These
islands provide wonderful ground
for sowing the seed of the Baha’i
Faith, and already local assemblies
and groups exist, eleven L.S.A.’s
being in the Gilbert and Ellice
Islands.

Our immediate task is to open the
Phoenix Islands and pioneers are
trying to get there from nearby
communities. Your prayers will help
to ensure the success of these united
efforts to achieve the goals in the
South Pacific.

GEORGETOWN' AND
BELIZE

NEWS has been received recently

from both British Guiana, where
our primary goals lie, and from
British Honduras, where we are to
assist the NSA of Guatemala to
establish a  National Spiritual
Assembly.

Georgetown (from their annual
report for year 120). Two new be-
lievers, Mrs. Sheila Dolphin and
Mrs. Avis Cummings, were wel-
comed into the Faith in May and
August respectively, and in Feb-
ruary Mrs. Rizwan Choudhury, a
Persian Baha’i, formerly resident in
Birmingham, introduced herself,
having arrived and settled in with
her husband, the doctor in charge,
at a hospital just across the river.

Teaching ‘firesides’ three times a
week and children’s classes every
Sunday morning have been regularly
sustained. = An Intercalary Day
children’s party was held and study
classes on ‘“The Divine Art of Liv-
ing’’ continued on every fifth Sun-
day. All Holy Days were celebrated
with semi-public meetings which had
been fairly well attended.

The community met every evening
for prayers throughout the 80 day
strike and a discussion was organ-
ised on ‘‘Freedom from Worry and
Fear” from that section in the book
“Divine Art of Living,”” eliciting
gratitude from both seekers and be-
lievers.

Three free broadcasts were given
over the local Radio station, on
Naw-Ruz, the Martyrdom of the
Bab and the Birthday of
Baha’u’llah.

Book purchases for the year ex-
ceeded £78 in value and donations
to the National Kund, Frankfurt
Temple Kund and International
Fund were well maintained.

The community comprised ten
active believers within the civic
limits for most of the year and per-
haps twice as many again on the
periphery of the town.

Belize—With a Nine Year Plan
coal of forming a INSA based on
four LSAs and at least eight local-
ities in British Honduras (Belize),
and securing a Temple site, a
national endowment and incorpora-
tion, the present strength in the
area is one Local Spiritual Assembly
with a community of twelve in
Belize City and three isolated be-
lievers in two localities.

Pioneer, Mrs. Cora Oliver, has
started study classes at Burrel
Boom 16 miles from Belize, has in-
terested many and led to one de-
claration. The other pioneer, Mrs.
Shirley Warde, is working in Belize
itself.

Belize is looking for a further
pioneer from U.S.A., Canada or
British Isles and has supplied a use-
ful summary of living conditions
and work prospects.

Central and South American
Committee Report
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NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY’S

INEWS LETTER

DECLARATIONS

We warmly welcome to the Faith
Mrs. Pat Harrowell, Miss Geraldine
Haldane (Youth) and Miss June
Glover (Youth), all of Belfast; Mr.
John Reeve of Brighton; Mr.
Dudley Heaton (Youth) of Bir-
mingham; Mr. Mohammad Yousuf
and Mr. R. Michaels Williams,
both of London; Miss Barazaneh
Parssiani of Canterbury (Baha’i
Youth claiming voting rights);
Mrs. Agnes Hirst, Mr. Frank Lund
(Youth) and Mr. Barry Leach
(Youth), all of Burnley.

FIRST BAHA’I GROUP ON
BOARD A BRITISH SHIP

We are happy to share the good
news of the formation of a
Baha’i Group on the s.s. ‘‘Caltex
Brisbane,”” now that Capt. Brian
Giddings has been joined by Officer
Tom Shaw. Teaching work is pro-
ceeding enthusiastically and we
shall welcome the day when one
administrative problem facing the
National Assembly is the recog-
nition of the first ‘“floating” I.S.A.

PACIFIC GOALS :
THE LINE ISLANDS

The Line Islands in the Pacific
Ocean are an integral part of the
Gilbert and Ellice Island Colony,
and one of the things we have
learned through close association
with our sister N.S.A. of the South
Pacific is that Christmas Island and
Fanning Island—both in the Line

one of consolidation. We look
forward to working with our Baha’i
brothers and sisters in the South
Pacific to achieve this new goal.

TEACHING CONFERENCE
JANUARY 2nd/3rd IN
MANCHESTER

Teaching Conference will be held
in Manchester over the week-end
January 2nd/3rd, 1965. The Con-
ference is being organised by the
English Teaching Committee, work-
ing in close collaboration with the
other three Home Front Teaching
Committees. Omne of the most
exciting sessions of the Conference
will be the review of the progress
made on the Home Front and in
the Overseas Territories entrusted
to us by the Universal House of
Justice. All of us who are working
closely with National Assemblies,
Committees, pioneers and Baha’i
administrators overseas, know the
veality of the oneness of the Baha'’i
World, and we want to share with
everyone at Teaching Conference
the love and enthusiasm we have
found. Details of the Programme
and information about hotel accom-
modation in Manchester are being
circulated by the English Teaching
Committee.

GREETINGS FROM OVERSEAS

In a letter from Seoul, the newly
established National Assembly of
Korea sends loving greetings and
writes, ‘‘As we go forward together
in loving service to that divinely-
ordained body, we look to your

independence, October 24th (which
happily coincided with  United
Nations Day) came warm greetings
from Eric Manton, a Baha’i who
pioneered from Northampton to
Africa, with his son Terry, in the
Africa Plan of 1951-53; Eric is
now a member of the new National
Assembly of South Central Africa.
From Central and South America
come greetings from the Baha’is of
Belize and the Friends in George-
town, British Guiana.

WORLD RELIGION DAY

The correct date is
January 17th,
errors which
announcements.

Sunday,
and we regret the
crept into earlier

Income from Donations

Budget Actual

To Date
£7,000 £7,000
£6,000 £6,000
£5,000 £5,000
£4,175 y/ £4,000
£4,000 % y/ £3,520
£3,000 % /////‘ £3,000
£2,000 |\ 7. % £2,000
£1,000 // % £1,000

Gap £655

Frankfurt Temple Fund
(5th November, 1964)

group—were opened during the Ten distinguished community as the Amount sent as per last
Year Crusade by Bahd’is from the shining example of self-sacrificing Newsletter ... £750
Gilberts, who got jobs there gather- service, loving devotion, and firm- Amount sent Sept. / Oct. to
ing copra. The Universal House of ness in the Covenant of God we so Nov. incl. 79
Justice has changed our goal from deeply desire to emulate.”” From
that of opening the Line Islands to Luanshya, on the day of Zambia’s Total for year ... £829
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE No. 1 A/C.
21.9.1964 to 25.10.1964 (incl.)
INCOME EXPENDITURE
Donations :— N.S.A.
L.S.As and Groups £187 1 3 (36)* Travel . £57 3 0
Individuals o 559 19 11 (59)* Office ... . 127 0 10
P < D Tel. & Cables 18 09 2
£747 1 2 Post & Stat. 2 81511
Less : Payments against Congress Slides, ete, 16 0 O
Covenants : 12 3 5 E.T.C. i o8 4 4
Other Home Committees 47 15 4
) Pioneer Committee 1556 17 2
e ;”311 Lo Other Committees 415 6
Interest and Dividends 63 7 9
Retonls o aa = Monthly transfers:—
Loans 5 00 H.Q.—Rprs. & Dec. 70 0 0
Sundry : 510 9 H.Q.—Running 240 0 O
Endowment Land 710 O Donations 96 0 0

*Communities contributing—Bangor, Birmingham, Brighton, Brize Norton, Cambridge,

Canterbury, Channel Isles,

Dublin, Eccles, Edinburgh, Epsom, Exeter, Inverness, Larne R.D., Leicester, London, Malta, Manchester, Motherwell
& Bellshill, Nelson, Newcastle, N. Berwick, Norwich, Nottingham, Oxford, Pontypridd, Portsmouth, Romford, Salis-
bury, Scarisbrick, Southport, Sutton Coldfield, Swansea, W inchester, Wokingham R.D.

Printed by D. E. Alexander & Sons, Ltd., “Spectator” Buildings,

Main Street, Bangor, Co. Down, Northern Ireland
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