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Consort with one another

WE have been delighted to hear

of happy and successful
Week-end and One Day Schools in
Leicester (21/22nd  November) ;
Bristol (25th October); Winchester
(8th November) where Mehrangiz
Munsiff was amongst the speakers
and a good newspaper write-up with
a photograph followed; Canterbury
(11th October) at which Kianoush
Kouchekzadeh, Edith Johnson and
Hugh McKinley were the speakers.
We have rezeived copies of some
of the programmes and have been
thrilled by the well planned themes
and the good balance of speakers.
Some communities managed to
incorporate into their programme
the special session for Bahd’is only
and were helped and encouraged by
the study and consultation.

News from the new goal towns.
Poole, opened by Aileen Beale,
Mahboubeh Yazdani and Mahboubeh
Maher, report 9 mnon-Baha’is at
their fireside meetings. Ipswich
opened by Fay Yazdani has regular
newspaper advertising in the form
of a quotation from the Writings
of Bah4’u’lldh and Fay has already
managed to get two Bahd’i books
into the local Library.

We hear that Ho San Leong, a
young Bah#’i friend from Malaya,
visited Torbay Youth Week-end
School, giving an excellent talk and
delighting his audience with stories
of teaching work in the villages of
Malaysia. Tom Garroway, young
Canadian Bah4’i, is much in demand
for talks. Our grateful thanks to
these friends from overseas for their
help in our teaching work and to
so many others who travel tire-
lessly.

This movement of Baha’ls to
different parts of the country,
giving little talks, or just being
visitors, has a wonderful effe-t on
both visitors and those being
visited. To see a fresh face, to
hear of a new experience, a different
approach to teaching the Faith, or
a wonderful excuse for a ‘‘get-
together’’—visiting each other is
so essential to the development of
the bond of love and fellowship
between the friends—a power that
if truly released would sweep all
before it.

We would ask that everyone con-
siders being a visitor sometime,
somewhere, soon. L.S.A.’s could
plan visits to different communities

within fairly easy travelling dist-
ance, isolated Baha’is could plan to
visit each other and all of this will
be made much easier if communities
tell each other of their activities;
give telephone numbers of the

OUR “HELPER” TASKS
IN AFRICA

HE Africa Committee hope from

time to time to keep the
friends informed of progress and
news from Africa regarding those
objectives with which, in the Nine
Year Plan, the British Community is
associated. What is to be achieved
is, of course, primarily the responsi-
bility of our sister communities and
National Assemblies in Africa and
our task is one of ‘Helper” to
them. This means, as we are so
far removed from the scene of the
actual work, that our relative use-
fulness depends entirely on the
realism of our postal communica-
tions with our friends out there.
To establish and maintain close
relations at a distance is, then, our
major task as a committee. This
takes more time to achieve than
might at first be thought from a
casual first appreciation, and is at
present absorbing all our efforts,
the fruits of which we hope to enjoy
at a later date!

At this stage the Committee
thought perhaps you would all like
to know just exactly what are the
important, matters we are to help
to accomplish in Africa by 1973.
They are these:—

(1) To open Rodriguez Island—the
prime responsibility of the
N.S.A. of the Indian Ocean.

(2) To consolidate Sierra Leone—
the prime responsibility of the
N.S.A. of West Africa.

(3) To consolidate Dahomey, and
acquire a National Haziratu’l
Quds in Victoria, Cameroon
Republic—the prime responsi-
bility of the N.S.A. of West
Central Africa.

(4) To consolidate South West
Africa—the prime responsibility
of the N.S.A. of West Central
Africa.

(5) To acquire a National Haziratu’l
Quds in Blantyre / Limbe,
Malawi (Nyasaland)—the prime
responsibility of the N.S.A. of
South Central Africa.

Africa Committee,
November, 1964.

ABERDEEN
Can Any Retired Person (or Persons)
OF SCOTTISH DESCENT

CONSIDER MOVING INTO THIS IMPORTANT TOWN
WHICH IS THE FOCAL POINT FOR THE ISLANDS?

Secretary or the fireside meeting
host, where possible, and don’t let
any one of us ever go anywhere
with a spare seat in the car!

If there are friends with time to
spare, or planning to make
business trips with an odd evening
free, please get in touch with this
Committee and offer your services
as a visitor (not necessarily as a
speaker). Financial resources are
available. Let’s see more of each
other.

English Teaching Committee

PIONEER NEEDS NOW

fTHE Pioneer Committee wishes to

place before all the friends the
position of the Home Kront—both
regarding the goals already achieved
and the present needs of L.S.A’s
which have dropped below numbers.
We need a total of twenty.six
Baha’is! And these are needed to
maintain the L.S.A’s we already
have and restore L.S.A. status to
Swinton and Aberdeen. We give be-
low the facts of the position of
those towns needing help and would
ask all believers to pray that these
needs will be met before Ridvan,
and that the present teaching
efforts will be blessed with declar-
ations in all parts of the British
Isles.

The Pioneer Committee’s work for
the Faith is concerned only with
pioneer offers and consultations, and
we look to the Baha’is of the British
Isles to continue to keep us busy in
the service of the Cause.

Goal towns opened this year:
Poole, Ipswich, Bath, Stafford, Bed-
ford (Jan. 6th, 1965) Oakham (end
December, 1964) Guernsey has also
been opened.

Local Spiritual Assemblies below
numbers—PIONEERS needed NOW.

Northampton ............ needs 2
Peterborough ............ o 1
Portsmouth ............... o 1
Sutton Coldfield ......... 4 4
Wokingham R.D. ......... 5 1
Inverness S 3
Glasgow - 1
Southport e 4
Dublin % 1
18
Groups (to regain Assembly
Status) :—
Swinton 5. s s needs 2
Aberdeen .......cceeennnn. =
At December 8th, 1964 TOTAL
pioneer needs for L.S.A’s and
GIEOUDY. 5m0 s s et B adies 26

We eagerly await your letters and
are ready and willing to offer you
consultations any Thursday evening
in the Haziratu’l-Quds.

Write to the PIONEER COM-
MITTEE OF THE N.S.A., Sec-
retary, Mrs. R. M. Wade, 14 Nor-
thumberland Road, New Barnet,
Herts. Telephone: Barnet 4232.
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From the National
Treasurer

GAIN this month the gap

between budgeted and actual
donations to the National Fund has
been reduced. The National
Spiritual Assembly is indeed grate-
ful to the friends for this fine
effort. Inevitably, with one foot
in the old world, we all have extra
commitments at Christmas, and the
gap may widen a little, which
means that the ‘‘life-blood’’ of the
Cause must flow even more strongly
in the period up to Naw-Raz. A
regular denation, no matter how
small, from every believer is still
the aim and is a vital element of
the ‘‘universal participation’ called
for by the Universal House of
Justice.

If you are already making regular
donations or intend to do so, and
if you pay income tax at standard
rate, do consider entering into a
covenant—for even as little as £1
per year. On each pound donated,
12/8 tax can be recovered (it will
be more under the new tax rate).

OXFORD'S FIRST BAHAT WEDDING

\TJLAL/HIN(; conference 1964 was a
very important event in more
ways than one for Mr. Lawrence
Creitz and Miss Monireh Alibabai
since it was there that they met for
the first time, having booked into
the same hotel. On Saturday, Nov-
ember 28th, 1964, in Oxford’s
Clarendon restaurant the couple
were married; to those who knew
them, perhaps only the logical out-
come to that first encounter in Jan-
uary. Larry is stationed at Brize
Norton R.A.F. base but in actual
fact hails from Colorado Springs,
U.S.A., while Monireh, a children’s
nurse, comes from Hamadan near
Teheran. This uniting of Kast and
West in marriage was something
that partizularly delighted ‘Abdu’l-
Baha and we can feel sure that His
blessed presence was with the happy
couple on the day.
The Oxford Times printed a
photograph of the couple and a de-

tailed report of the ceremony. Mr.
John Morley welcomed the guests
and explained what was to follow,
giving emphasis to the fact that
other than the prescribed marriage
vows and the consent of parents of
both bride and bridegroom, there was
no set ritual in a Bahd’i marriage
ceremony nor was there any equiva-
lent to a priest or a minister since
there was no priesthood in the
Faith. Various prayers, to the
couple’s personal choice, were read
or chanted and, after the marriage
vows, they exchanged rings and
signed the marriage certificate. The
simplicity and dignity of the
occasion made a great impression
on those present.

This one simple marriage cere-
mony is unique and will always re-
main so. Not only was it a symbol
of the unity of East and West but
above all it was the first Baha’i
wedding in the city of Oxford.

Comparative data of famous domes

St. Peter, Rome Total height 457  feet
Inside diameter of dome 134 feet
St. Paul’s, London Total height 372 feet
Inside diameter of dome 113.7 feet
Hagia Sophia, Istanbul Total height 183 feet

This year we have budgeted to Ins?de dizj,meter 108.7 feet
recover £2,500 in this way, a Pantheon, Rome InS}ge él_elght 5 144.3 feet,
N R Inside diameter of dome 144.3 feet
e hootiend Bah&’i Temple, \Wilmette Total height 191 feet
noSex;ra. costdto t e e Inside diameter of dome 72 feet
end your donation or enquiries e :
to—the National Treasurer, Charles Bahd’i Temple, Frankfurt ’Irr(l):fl dle}:ieila%ﬁzter AR gg £gg€
Macdonald, 75 Eglantine Avenue,
Belfast, 9.
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE No. 1 A/C.
22nd October, 1964—28th November, 1964 (incl.)
INCOME EXPENDITURE
Donations :— N.S.A. P
L.S.A’s and Gmups £215 1 0 (30)* Travel
; 1313 7 (63)* Office ... o 109 110
S iy _7__3_ il Tel. & Cables ?g 13 {
£995 4 1 Postage and Statlonery
H Auditors . 1818 O
Less Payments against Covenants 39 6 9 Bl dacs. 21 16 0
£885 17 4 E.T.C. i 3010 O
Interest and Dividends 710 O Other Home Committees 52 8 4
Refunds o us:— Overseas Committees 26 18 11
TLoans 15 0 0 Pioneer Committees ;% %? ’;
" Journal B
Isrlllcli)(i'foratlon Expenses %4) %g (13 BiGatiy Transters =
W o H.Q.—Rprs. & Dec. 3 0 0
—Running 120 0 O
Donations 48 0 0

* Communities contributing :—Belfast, Birmingham, Bournemouth, Brighton, Brize Norton, Cambridge, Canterbury,
Chester, Eccles, Edinburgh, Epsom, Exeter, Hove, Inverness Jersey, Lelcester, London, Ma,lta Manchester, Motherwell,
Nelson, Oxford, Reading, Romford Salisbury, Southport, Sutton, Swansea, S.S. Caltex Brlsbane, Watford.
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KNOW YOUR BAHA’l LITERATURE

Prayers and Meditations

By Baha’v’llah. Translated by Shogni Effendi

THIS volume of 184 prayers and

meditations, revealed at
different moments during the 40-
year long banishment of Bahé’u’llah
from His homeland, is an anthology
selected by the beloved Guardian
and  originally translated  for
publication and devotional use
during the American first Seven
Year Plan. The words that Shoghi
Effendi then wrote, in April 1938,
are surely as relevant now as ever
they were then: ‘Community. ..
believers .. .must at so ecritical
stage in fortunes declining civili-
sation seek purge galvanise their
souls through daily prayer
meditation that can best sustain
them in discharge task still initial
stage development.” ‘Summoning
their aid vitalising influence
“Prayers and Meditations’” which
Author their Faith Himself
unto Bahd’u’llah that He may draw
nigh unto them.’

Indeed the Guardian had ‘every
hope that the perusal of such a
precious volume will help to deepen
more than any other publication, the
spirit of devotion and faith in the
friends, and thus charge them with
all the spiritual powers they require
for the accomplishment of their tre-
mendous duties towards the Cause.’

Since fewer than half the con-
tents of this book are available
within the covers of any other three
Bah&d’i books taken together we
need to ponder well if we have so
far either not taken steps to possess
a copy or if we possess a copy but
do not constantly peruse it.

True, the volume contains the
Obligatory Prayers, the Tablet of
Visitation, the short Healing
Prayer, the special prayers con-
nected with the Intercalary Days,
the Fast, Naw-Ruz, Ridvin, dawn
and death, as well as those
prayers we so want to have by
heart as soon as we meet them in
our own more familiar smaller
prayer book. But how much more
there is to feed our hunger for
spiritual information and spiritual
sustenance!  Surely every chief
aspect of Baha’i principle and
teaching is reinforced in a new
way :— the colloquy and relation-
ship between the Supreme Revelator
and His Creator; the bewildering
power of the Almighty, His
attributes and exaltation above the
realm of being; the relative un-
reality of creational existence, yet
the tender acceptance by a loving
God of all that His creatures can
offer in praise and service; the

brutal facts of everyday living of
the early believers, in exile and at
‘Akki, and the contrast with the
Covenant breakers; the exhortation
and reminders to those same
believers in which Bah4’u’llah Him-
self also indicated that His tribu-
lations served but to advance His
Cause—these are but a few of the
themes.

The prayers include about a dozen
written as if from a woman’s heart,
and many paragraphs well within
the range of a child’s appreciation.
There are also a great many that
are intimate to Bah&d’uw’llah Him-
self but yet help us to our own
self-knowledge and spiritual deve-
lopment. Then too there are a
half dozen lengthy imeditations
which are unique in the whole
range of written records of man’s
spiritual  adventure. The two
longest (No. 176 with 49 paragraphs
and No. 184 with 22 paragraphs)
contain some of the most astonish-
ing, lovelicst and most challenging
statements in all Baha’i literature.
Consider the content, cadences and
completeness of the opening para-
graph of 176 or the breath-taking
truth of the necessity of the
‘letters of negation’ set out in para-
graph 3 of 184, or the transcendant
vision contained in paragraph 5 and
the paean of vital thanks in
paragraph 9 of that same prayer.

There are so many ways of read-
ing and enjoying the contents of
this precious book that it seems
wrong to suggest any, yet some
people may be grateful at least for
some spring-boards to their own fur-
ther plunging into this Ocean’s
depths. Although each prayer stands
by itself as a perfect whole, and
should be perused and studied thus,
yet there are also other ways ot
diving for pearls.

(a) A study of the attributes of
God, their variety, range and
cogent, cumulative effect. Some may
be new to us and can richly reward
meditation, e.g. ‘The Enlightener of
all creation’ (47), ‘The Source and
Centre of my soul’ (111), ‘The King,
of eternity and the Quickener of
every mouldering bone’ (38), ‘The
Fountain of my life’ (88), ‘The
Well-Spring of all Lights’ (43), ‘The
Help in Peril’ (564), ‘Lord of the
Judgment Day’ (55), ‘Whom noth-
ing whatsoever can frustrate’ (14),
‘The Supreme Helper’ (6) and many
others.

(b) Selection of a specific Baha’i
teaching such as the transcendant
unity of God, man’s essential im-

potence, the Covenant, progressive
revelation of the Word of God, the
Béb and His promise then tracing it
through the book and allowing the
cross comparison of the passages so
found, each similar yet defferent, to
play upon and enrich each other
adding meaning and value.

(c) The perfect blending of the
different kinds of prayer (some have
identified nine such kinds) especi-
ally in the Long Obligatory Prayer
and its remarkable thematic vari-
ations, its unity in diversity, its
changes in pitch and intensity, in
depth and scope.

(d) A straight search for per-
fectly phrased, astonishingly logical
and gloriously fuller amplification of
truth in gemlike utterances that
occur all through the book, e.g. ‘The
light of Thy tenderness’ (1), ‘The
Law that streameth from the good-
pleasure of Thy will’ (11), ‘Whose
love is my begetter’ (98), ‘Whose
love is the radiance of my heart’
(104), ‘O Thou Who art my God and
throbbest within my heart’ (44),
‘Nearness to Thee is the true life of
them who are Thy lovers’ (55), ‘The
wine of Thy tender mercy’ (12),
‘The living waters of Thy love’ (6).

(e) The soul-moving range of
Baha’u’llah’s own expression of
Himselt and His circumstances, e.g.
His return to Baghdad from self-
imposed wandering in the wilderness
(145), His humility before the ser-
vants of God and their tie with the
Creator (179), His readiness for
every sacrifice (111), The vexing
troubles afflicting Him and those
with Him and their effect (151),
beautiful statements of the purpose
and the effect of sacrifice (65, 91).

(f) The simple felicity of phras-
ing and the cadences are often most
stirring and invite the reminder that
prayers are aided by adding the
sense of hearing to the sense of
sight in conformity with the
sense of the words. Some
examples : mnos. 10, 29, 150
especially paras 2 and 5, 161 and
also 133, 155, 165, 171, 172 and 173
that may already be familiar. In
passing we may note the univers-
ality of the actual words used, their
concreteness and divine simplicity of
meaning.

(g) Whole paragraphs of most
memorable content occur in many of
the prayers and each of us may like
to build his own private anthology
of them. Some that stand out are.
58 paras 3, 4, 8; 10 para 1; 11 para
3; 12 para 1; 31 paras 1, 2; 38 para
12; 74 para 3; 93 para 3; 97 para
2; 102 para 3; 105 para 4 ; 108 para
5; 116 paras 1, 123 para 1; 135
para 3; 140 para 2; 150 paras 2, 5;
156 para 2; 161 para 2; 176 paras
17, 18, 39; 178 paras 3, 4, 6; 179
paras 4, 5.

(h) A particularly interesting
study is the concept ‘remembrance

Continued on page 8, column 3
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NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY’S

INEWS LETTER

NEW MESSAGE FROM THE
UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE,
NOVEMBER 1964

THIS new Message is exciting.

It gives two very important
decisions about the Institution of
the Hands of the Cause of God,
outlines steps taken at the World
Centre for the further development
of that Institution, makes the first
announcement of Oceanic and
Inter-continental Conferences, gives
the exciting news of an overall
plan for world-wide proclamation of
the Faith during 1967-68, and
mentions a competition to be held
for the design of the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar of Panama. More details
will be announced by the Universal
House of Justice at Ridvan 1965,
but we can see right away that a
lot has to be done on the Home
Front if the British Community is
to be ready to take part in a
world-wide proclamation in just
over two years’ time. We have two
years to prepare ourselves
individually for this pro:lamation,
to stabilise and strengthen our
present assemblies, to establish
more assemblies and to set up more
groups all over the country. Local
Assemblies will themselves be con-
sulting on this, and they will also
be consulting with their communi-
ties, but to isolated believers the
National Assembly sends a special
thought : there are several hundred
isolated believers spread throughout
the British Isles; Shoghi Effendi
regarded every isolated believer as
a new centre, a potential local
assembly; one of the differences
between an isolated Baha’i and a
pioneer is in the heart of the
believer. If every isolated believer
will, from this moment, look upon
himself/herself as a pioneer, with
the exciting privilege of working to
establish first a Group and then a
local assembly, a new spiritual
dynamic will sweep through the
British Isles, and in two years we
shall see such expansion that we
shall have the necessary coverage
throughout the whole country
to back up a great proclamation of
the Faith. Another important
service isolated believers can give
is to move into the civic limits of
a local assembly which needs
strengthening.

APPOINTMENT TO PROPAGATION
BOARD
The appointment by the Hands

of the Cause of God in Europe of
Mr. Richard Backwell as a member

of their Auxiliary Board for the
Propagation of the Faith has con-
ferred another privilege upon the
British Bah4’i community. Following
the guidance of the Universal
House of Justice concerning the
services of Hands of the Cause and
Aucxiliary Board Members, Dick has
resigned from the National Assembly
and a by-election is currently being
held to fill this vacancy.

DECLARATIONS:

We warmly welcome to the
Faith Mr. Geoffrey G. Howes of
Bradwell, Norfolk; Miss Zenith
Jones, Mrs. Eluned M. Jones and
Mrs. Aerona Bjegovic all of
Pontypridd; Miss Lorraine Heip
(Youth), Miss Suzanne Farrow
(Youth), Miss Haizel Baines
(Youth) and Mr. Denis Waddels
(Youth) all of Burnley.

NINE YEAR PLAN,
ANOTHER VICTORY:
GUERNSEY OPENED

We are delighted to announce the
opening of the first of the virgin
territories of the Nine Year Plan.
Mrs. Prudence George, who served
in the pioneer field in the Ten Year
Crusade first on the British Home
Front and then in Luxembourg,
arrived in Guernsey on November
12th, 1964.

RE-OPENING OF THE ISLE
OF WIGHT

We are happy to share the good
news that the Isle of Wight, which
was temporarily without a Baha'i,
has been re-opened by Miss Zara
Warman, who has settled in Ryde.

SUMMER SCHOOLS 1965 AND 1966

All the Friends who enjoyed past
Summer Schools at Dalston Hall
and Coleg Harlech will be glad to
know that these two venues have
been booked for 1965, for the
following dates: Dalston Hall,
Carlisle, Cumberland — 38rd/17th
July; Cecleg Harlech, Harlech,
Wales—21st August/4th September.
A new venue in the South of
England is being sought for 1966.

NORWAY: WINTER SCHOOL

A Baha’i Winter School will be
held in Norway from February 6th
to 9th at Smedsgarden Pension,
Nesbyen in Hallingdal. Nesbyen
is 3% hours travel by rail from
Oslo. Skiing is expected. Cost
of a single room is N. Kr. 27.00 per
day, double room N. Kr. 25.00 per
day. Enquiries to Mrs. Dosen
Nielsen, Nikolaikirkealm 3, Bergen,
Norway.

LONDON HAZIRATU’L-QUDS

Mrs. Edith Johnson, who has
acted as Housekeeper for the
Haziratu’l-Quds and helped with
Membership Records in the National
Office, has returned to the United
States, where her father has had to
have an urgent operation, and needs
her care. In January, Mr. Ron
Stee, who 1is Secretary of the
London Spiritual Assembly, will
move into the basement flat. This
is an interim measure until new,
permanent arrangements are made,

but it has the advantage that the
London Secretary will be on the
premises at the Haziratu’l-Quds to
take care of matters concerning the
London Community.

NEW DECLARATION CARDS

A new declaration card has been
designed for new believers to sign
when they wish to become Bah&’is.
It is small in size and the
back of it is a record card for the
National Assembly’s Register. This
record card should be filled in by
the L.S.A. or Group Secretary, or
where there is no local assembly
or organised group, by the Baha’i
who has taught the new believer
the Faith. If a new declarant
wants to write a letter and to
express in his own words
what the moment of declaration
means to him, he can certainly
still do so, but that is not
required, it is entirely optional and
in addition to signing the declar-
ation card. Supplies of the new
declaration cards have already been
sent to local assemblies, groups and
goal towns, and isolated believers
can obtain them when needed from
the National Office (27 Rutland
Gate, London, S.W.7.).

~—

Prayers and Meditations
Continued from page 7

of God’ and the meanings it gathers
to itself in the different contexts of
its appearance, e.g. 37 para 2; 56
paras 6, 7; 78 para 1; 79 para 3; 85
para 3; 101 para 5; 107 para 1; 114
para 6; 176 para 28. To quote one
passage: ‘Enable us, O my God, to
live in remembrance of Thee and to
die in love of Thee, and supply us
with the gift of Thy presence in Thy
worlds hereafter’ (85 para 6).

Among the most comforting state-
ments are the sure promises of ans-
wers to prayer (154 para 2, 161 para
2) and assurances that He will never
forsake us (10 para 3; 169 para 2).

‘How can I choose to sleep, O
God, my God . . .’ (172).

Printed by D. E. Alexander & Sons, Ltd., “Spectator” Buildings, Main Street, Bangor, Co. Down, Northern Ireland



	UK Journal No 164001
	UK Journal No 164002
	UK Journal No 164003
	UK Journal No 164004
	UK Journal No 164005
	UK Journal No 164006
	UK Journal No 164007
	UK Journal No 164008

