








February, 1965 

INTERNATIO'NAL NEWS 
SOUTH ,CENTRAL AF'RICA 

Burton Tewesa reports in the 
Ba:ha'i News of South Central 
Africa, "During my visit to various 
places I have noted that people are 
real thirsty for God's word. Now 
about half of the Forestry employees 
at Blantyre have joined the Baha'i 
Faith. New believers are more 
numerous than old believer's. There 
is also a children's class at Zing­
wangwa." 

The following are extracts from a 
report in the same journal by 
A,mon Natala, de'scribing a two-day 
school in sewing and homecrafts at 
Ufwenuka on 15th/6th December. 
, 'We were about 20 of us all crowded 
in Timothy's house. Visitors spoke 
one by one while Amon translated 
into Tonga. What a mixed strong 
Ba:ha'i family we were! Who could 
believe that at a typical Tonga area 
a family of different races, pro­
fessions and ages would happily 
spend an evening in such a happy 
mood . . . . Sunday morning all 
Baha'i women in Ufwenuka were 
busy learning how to sew shirts, 
a,prons, nappies and what I can't 
remember because I am a man and 
because I was busy with Shidan, 
Wilks, Timothy and Chief Ufwenuka. 
As the women were se,wing we were 
also sowing the word of Baha'u'llah 
to Ohief Ufwenuka in his own house 
The Chief and his Councillor lis­
tened and asked excitedly what on 
e·arth the Message was. His 
Councillor declared in t.he presencf' 

THOUSANDS O'F NEW 
BELIEVERS (Continued from 4) 

lodged after He was banished from 
Adrianople in 1868; the House of 
'Abblid in 'A,kka where He revealed 
the Kitab-i-Aqdas; the house at 
Mazra'ih; the Ridvan Garden, the 
Mansion at Bahji and the Master's 
house in Haifa. They see original 
Tablets revealed by the Blessed 
Beauty, and in the Archives Build­
ing many relics associated with His 
life. They visit the Monument 
Gardens, where members of the 
Holy Family are interred, re­
inforcing "the spiritual potencies of 
that consecrated spot"; they stand 
on the point on top of Carmel where 
the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar is to be 
erected. 

'r.he re-creative process which 
takes place as the pilgrimage pro­
gramme progresses is wonderful to 
see. The power released when one 
visits Holy Shrines is very 
great; It IS a power which can so 
transform the individual as to make 
the effect of the nine-day pilgrimage 
clearly apparent to everyone. This 
renewed spirit is diffused in every 
direction as the pilgrims depart for 
their respective teaching fields. 

of the, Chief and the Chief gave us 
authority to plant the word of 
Baha'u'llah in his area. We were 
with the Ohief from 8.45 a.m. to 
11 a. m. We then left the Chief to 
join our friends at Timothy's home. 
We were there teaching, laughing, 
planning and explaining the prin­
ciples of the Bruha'i Faith to the 
most hungry souls and lovely 
Ba:ha'is. " 

The Baha'is of Douglas, Alaska. 
took advantage of John Kolstoe's 
presence recently for a free public­
service broadcast over KINY Radio. 
John was in that area to conduct 

ALASIKA 

the Omference on the Nine-Year 
Plan for the N.8.A. He was inter­
viewed over KINY and commented 
later, "It was ten minutes of solid 
fire'siding." Many non-Baha'is re­
marked that it was a most 
interesting programme. John was 
also interviewed on RJNO Radio. 
another local station. 

NEW ZEALANiD 

Mr. Richard St. Barbe Baker 
has presented to the N.S.A. a copy 
of the manu'Script for his latest 
book and, asSt. Barbe says, pos­
sibly the climax of his life's work. 
The book is entitled "Sahara 
Reclamation for Freedom from 
Hunger," with subtitle (Report on 
my second Sahara tE:Xpedition and 
what it teaches). Despite the 
warnings of critic'S St. Barbe refers 
to . and quotes thfl 
W r'ltmgs on s eve r a I occasions 
throughout the book. He proposes 
to dedicate it thus: To all African 
Heads of State who so understand­
ingly have taken up my challenge 
and will unite to create better 
living conditions for million'S 
this book is dedicated. 

The Fore.word, written by Oapt. 
John F. Hutchings, R.N., and Knut 
H. Ph.D., S.R.P., is 
a glowmg one. The following arfl 
extracts: "This outstanding book 
introduces us in bold, yet down-to­
earth manner, to a new way of 
thinking. Never has ecology had It 

more objective, and articulate spokeE­
man than in Richard St. 
Baker, who also, more than any 
other westerner, loves Africa and 
her people. Mr. Baker here assures 
us that with up-to-clate knowledge 
and modern techniques more than 
two million square miles of 
Sahara can now be reclaimed. In 

sorely world, this book 
IE .a sweepmg charter of sanity that 
pomts the way to sound prosperity 
well-heing and peace not only 
the Uniting States Bahara hut 
for all of us. ' 

(From the Baha'i Newsletter of 
N.Z.) 
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CONGO 

From the letter of a Pioneer in 
Leopoldville, July, 1964. 

" ...... I had the great 
of vls'ltmg the area of mass 
sion in The Congo. I went on a 
teaching trip with an African 
brother and we visited an area 
which is densely populated by 
Bahai's . It was really like being in 
the Abha-Kingdom because we met 
in this sunny, gay landscape un­
countable Baha'is in the streeb 
who greeted us with broad smiles 
and A,llah-u-Abha. Before I could 
begin to speak to them I had to 
ask their forgivenes's for all the 
iniquities and abasements inflicted 
on them by members of the whit9 
race. It is impossible to describe 
the joy and happiness which one 
can feel in company of the, Africans. 
They are 'So sensitive one can com­
municate with them in spirit, with­
out words and with the heart only. 
How much thanks do we owe to 
Baha'u'll:ih who brought us finally 
and for ever toge,ther? I was the 
first white Baha'i woman in this 
area and the loving, warm shining 
eyes of the friends seemed to search 
deeply into me to probe my souL 
I kiEsed and embraced every African 

(Continued on Page 6) 

PIONEER COMMITTEE 

F,OIUR 
WEEKS 

TO 
G ·0 

Tw,enty-eight Pioneers 
needed 
NOW 

Please telephone 
BARNET 4232 

or attend Pioneer Committee 
Meeting on Thursday evenings 

at 8 p.m. at 
27 Rutland Gate, London, S. W 

27 Rutland 'Gate, 
Lorido·n, S.W.7. 

We have written to each believer 
with details of the t.owns in which 

we neeu help. 

" ... I entreat Thee to enable me 
to rid myself of all attachment to 
anyone but Thee, and to wish what 
Thou didst wish through the power 
of Thy sovereignty, and t.o perform 
what is the good pleasure of Thy 

will. " 
Baha'u'llah. 
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NEWS 
BAHA'I Wedding in a We,lsh 

Village: SatUlday, 20th Feb­
ruary is the date for the Baha'i 
Wedding of Mis's Sally Thomas of 
Tonyrefail and Mr. Cyrus Rowshan, 

INTERNATIONAL NE'WS 
(Continued from Page 5) 

woman I met till there were hun­
dreds of them and only then I had 
to stop. This trip to the, villages 
taught me more about Africa and 
the African Baha'is than all I had 
read or heard before. It is very 
surprising how Christianity has pre­
pared the people for the Baha'i 
Faith. They understand it, live it 
and it fills their lives completely. 

I watched the meetingt; of 
Spiritual Assemblies and com­
mittees. There is no, tension or 
cramp as is often found in our 
western administration, possibly 
because of their tribal and group 
mentality . 

They mo'st urgently need a 'French­
speaking doctor in the m ass­
conver sion area, since persecution by 
the missionaries has already started 
and Baha'is are, not allowed to make 
use of mi'ssion hospitals or schools. 
For primary schools the problem is 
partly solved by the Baha'is by 
taxing themselves to pay a teacher. 
Their children are taught in a 
Baha'i house, a very simple clay 
building, but it is extremely difficult 
for them to raise the money required 
for books and writing material's of 
the simplest kind." 

(From Baha'i N achrichten) . 
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FROM WALES 
now of Pontypridd. After their 
marriage Sally and Cyrus will live 
in Pontypridd-a bounty for that 
~ommunity . Our good wishes to 
the Rowshans ! 

Week-end School: The Welsh 
Teaching Committee is arranging a 
School, for Baha'is only, to be held 
in Cardiff early in April. The aim 
of the School is deepening in our 
knowledge of the Faith and so 
1>trengthening the work of all the 
communities . 

Visiting te'aohers: NSA Secretary, 
Betty Reed, undertook a busy week­
end at the end of January and 
visited Aberystwyth, Pontypridd and 
Cardiff. All the Meetings were well 
attended by Baha'is and friends, 
and in Aberystwyth the Public 
Meeting at the University wa's very 
successful, with about e,ighteen non­
Baha'is present. 

Mrs. Munsiff and Miss Yeganeh, 
both .of London, will be visiting 
Cardiff at the end of February, 

Welsh Baha'i's continue to ex­
change visits regularly be,tween the 
various towns in the South, and 
seem to be always " on the go." We 
are fortunate in that we have six 
communities in different stage,s of 
development, fanning out from 
Cardiff within a. radius of about 
drirty miles. 

V iIIa,ge T,eaching: In accordance 
with the wi'shes and enthusiasm of 
local Baha'is, the Welsh Te,aching 
Committee is now investigating the 
possibilities of going out to the 
villages to teach in an informal way, 

probably by means of some kind of 
display . 

Forthcoming activi ties: Arrange­
ments for March have been made :­
Bangor Public Meeting, 5th March; 
Speaker, Adib Taherzadeh. Abery­
stwyth Public Meeting, 6th March; 
Speaker Adib Taherzadeh . Abery­
stwyth Fireside, 13th March; 
Rpeaker, David Lewis. Oardiff 
Public M e e tin g, 31st March; 
Speaker, Betty Goode. Regular 
Fireside Meetings are held as usual 
in all the other towns . 

INCREAS,ING TH'El NUM'BE R OIF 

LO·CAL!TIES IN ,BRIT. 'G'U I ANA 

A car load, with Ivan Fraser, 
Robbie Franklin, Valerie Griffith 
and Monte Agard visited along the 
E~ast Coast, Demerara, on Feb­
ruary 1st. F'irst they visited the 
home of a friend of Val's and had 
a healing pI ayer for her as she was 
not well, told her of the Faith; 
then they distributed pamphlets to 
every house in the street. They 
planned to return on February 14th . 

On February 21st they visited 
Oane Grove for a Fireside, also on 
the East Coast. On March 7th they 
planned to visit Den Amskel on the 
West Coast. The local Spiritual 
Assembly has supplied $10 (B.W.I.) 
literature, £2 ~s. 4d., each month 
for this work planned by the A.,rea 
Teaching Committee. 

-Central and South America 
Committee. 

Mrs. Weeny and Mrs. Nora Maude being interviewed on B. B.C. TV, Cardiff, as part of a 15 minute programme on the 
Faith televised twice on December 4th. 
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THE EVER=WIDENING 
\HORIZON 

ALTHOUGH, as at mo'st Teaching 
Conferences, the pressing need 

of "filling the gaps" on the Home 
Front seemed to overshadow every­
thing else, it was evident that more 
and more of the friends are turning 
their gaze outwards-towards the 
overseas goals; and it wa's with 
great joy that this committee pre­
sented its report on the situation 
in the islands wih which it is con­
cerned, in the now nearly 10 months 
old Nine, Year Plan. 

Since our report at 'reaching 
Conference, the " wind of change" 
appears to be blowing with an even 
grea tel' vigour in the Oatholic 
dominated island of :Malta, and 
even in Cyprus, mu-ch more remote 
and with especial troubles of its 
own, with the advent of the Plan. 
certain spiritual changes are surely 
taking place, the extent of which 
we shall probably only see fully in 
the years to come. In the lonely 
F 'a roe I slands, 190 mile's north-west 
of the, Hebrides, the Cause was 
quickened by the unexpected visit 
of Miss Ruhi Yeganeh, who brought 
untold joy into the life of lone and 
elderly pioneer E 'skil Ljungbe·rg, 
who writes "Please send a pioneer 
like Mi''Ss Yeganeh!" 

At the beginning of the 10 Year 
Crusade some of the friends pulled 
up their roots and moved to such 
places and have valiantly remained 
in their remote. and often difficult 
and unrewarding posts. We have 
had a h eart-cry from some of them 
that they would love to receive 
letters from their mother com­
munities . Any of the friends who 
feel they could 'serve the Cause by 
taking on the rather pleasant task 
of writing r egularly to t hese valiant 
souls would indeed be rendering a 
truly useful service and one which 
would provide much joy to the 
writer! To live in a place alone 
the, only Baha'i and often the only 
" foreigner", is of cour se exciting, 
but a t est for the strongest of 
believers. Imagine what it is like 
to see one or two le,tters arriving' 
just a few words, bits of news' 
anything, lifts the heart and re~ 
inforces the spirit at the beginning 
of yet another and sometime,s lonely 
day . Volunteers plea'se write to 
t he Secretary:-

Kenneth Goode, 8 KnowleRoad 
Weeping Cross, Stafford. ' 

Lastly, friends who are thinking 
of visiting the Faroes, Cyprus, 
Malta, Sardinia, the Cyclades, the 
Balearic I slands, Rhodes and Cor­
sica, please contact the Secretary 
(as above) who can provide, useful 
information and give many ideas on 
the ways they can best help the 
Cause. 

European Committee. 

NEWS ct 
·BELFAST 

Belfa'st, including the neighbour­
ing goal areas of Castlereagh and 
Larne rural districts, reports that 
two more declarations in the area 
during March brings the number of 
new believers since Ridvan to ten- ­
a record ye,ar ! 

D'UBLIN 

'In this very important goal town, 
destined to be the seat of the future 
N.S.A. of Ireland, a Week-end 
School is to be· held April 10th/11th. 

ECCLES 

Typical of the, 'silent teaching 
done almost unknown to the 
Baha'is themselves is this report 
from Eccles. One of their close 
conta;cts popped into the local 
library to borrow "All Things 
Made Now" and found that there 
was a waiting list of three people 
before she could have it. Not only 
wa's this a surprise to the contact 
but a source of great gle,e to the 
E'ccles Baha'is who now plan to 
donate another ,copy to the library 
to relieve the run on the well-worn 
first copy! Other communities 
might feel that, in view of this 
discovery, the state of Bah a 'i hooks 
in their own local libraries was 
worth re-appraisal. 

Extension teaching in Stretford 
has been very 'successful a.nd a 
nucleus of contacts has been ,built 
up, Since Eccles provides the 
speakers for meetings in this town 
it has been necessary to encourage 
member's of the community to step 
i~to t ·he previously unfamiliar spot­
lIght of public speaking. Many 
unsuspected lights under bushels 
ha ve been revealed in this way ! 

A social evening was held at 
Ewell Court House, a beautiful 
hou'se, ideal for Baha'i gatherings. 
Twenty-one people were' present in­
cluding eight non-Baha'is. We were 
very pleased indeed to see four 
Haha'is .from London. The evening 
began wIth some organised games in 
which everyone participated. There 
was no difficulty in "getting the 
party going" and our non-Baha'i 
friends were obviously enjoying 
themselves. 

Martin Cortazzi played hi's guitar 
and he and his sister sang folk 
songs together. Ma.rtin also aecom­
panied J aleh and Minou Rowshan 
who sang some beautiful Persian 
songs-a very plea'sant evening. 

WQiKINIGHAM R.D. 

Wokingham R.D. is one of the 
names you see in the list of 
L.S.A.s needing replacements to 
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tAe Cc/tl/tlultifieJ 
make up numbers for Ridvan. At 
p resent it needs one. 

Recently news came through of a 
very succe'ssful fireside, held in 
'rwyford. Thirty p eo pIe were 
present, over half of them being 
non-Baha'is, with very k'een ques­
tions to follow the talk given by 
Char les Macdonald, Previous to 
the meeting there was a dedara,tion 
by Doreen Hocking of Oxford 
who had come down to Twyford 
specifically for the fireside, 

With this sort of inten'see atmos­
phere and this standard of tea;ching 
activity in Wokingham it seems 
certain that this is one L.RA. 
which will not go under at Ridvan. 

CORNWALL 

Cornish Baha'is are delighted to 
learn of other Baha'is holidaying in 
Cornwall; how much more delight­
ful to have met them! For 
instance one Baha'i who stayed 
unknowingly within half a gun shot 
of two isolated believers, 

Tourist Baha'is are a vital part 
of Cornwall's teaching programme. 

Plea'se plan your 1965 holidays in 
co-operat.ion with local Baha'is. 
Hotel, chalet, camping-bookings, 
information in every price range is 
available through Mrs . Naomi Long, 
Spain Cottage, St, Agnes, Cornwall. 

ins:om'e from Donations 
Budget Actual 

To Date 

£7,000 £7,000 

£6,000 £6,000 

£6,180 I. £5,000 

£5,000 • • £5,466 

£4,000 • • £4,000 

£3,000 
i •• 

£3,000 

£2,000 :.i. £2,000 

£1,000 i. l. £1,000 

GAP ,£7'14 

- - -------

Frankfurt Templ~e Fund 
(5th January, 1965) 

Amount sent as per last 
Newsletter £829 

Amount sent Sept./Oct, to 
Nov. incl. 50 

Total for year .. , £879 
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NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY'S termination to fight for its local 
assemblies and to save everyone. 
Could we face Baha'u'llah when we 
pass through the gate of death with 
the knowledge in our hearts that, 
when our turn came, we failed? 
This we must never do. We must 
fight and win. The pioneer Com­
mittee is waiting to hear from you, 
at 14 Northumberland Road, New 
Barnet, Herts, telephone BARnet 
4232. 

NEWS LETTER 
NAW RUZ GREETINGS 

The National Assembly sends to 
every believer loving greetings for 
Naw Ruz. This is one of the most 
joyous festivals of the whole year, 
the time when all life is renewed. 
We pray that the new year will 
bring great spiritual experiences 
and blessings to everyone. 

NEW DECLARATIONS 

We w'armly welcome to the Faith 
Ronnie Taherzadeh-Malmiri (Youth) 
of Dublin; Moojan Momen (Youth) 
of Bournemouth; Mr. Sepehr Mah­
bouby and Mr. Aramesh Mahbouby 
of Leicester; Barry Ryan (Youth) 
and Miss Audrey Jenkinson, of 
Burnley; Christine W hit e ley 
(Youth) of Barnoldswick; Mrs. 
Della Digby of Poole, Dorset; Mr. 
William Welham of Norwich; Gil­
lian Todd (Youth) of Glasgow; 
Abdul Noah of Blackpool; Carol 
Stines (Youth), Mrs. Marjorie 
Ellisdon and Mrs. Netta Thomas of 
London; Miss Jeannette Mills of 
Bournemouth; Miss Sima Kaboli 
and John Ball (Youth) of Cam­
bridge; Mr. Allan B. Brownlie of 
Inverness. 

"I APPOINT UNTO YOU 
KINGDOM," Luke Ch. 22, v. 29 

As this News Letter goes to press, 
twelve local assemblies out of the 
fifty we had in 1963, are in danger, 
nine of them in England. Twenty­
eight gaps have to be filled by Rid­
van. Nine devoted souls are already 

consulting with the Pioneer Com­
mittee, and with their help it seems 
fairly certain that Glasgow, Swinton 
and Salisbury will all be maintained. 
Another nineteen pioneers are 
urgently needed for York, Nor­
thampton, Peterborough, Ports­
mouth, Sutton Coldfield, Win­
chester, Southport, Inverness and 
Aberdeen .The greatest needs are in 
Southport, Sutton Cold field and 
Aberdgen. Beloved Friends, for two 
thousand years prayers na VP. been 
said daily for the establishment of 
the Kingdom of God on earth, how 
many times have we ourselves 
prayed, "Thy Kingdom come, Thy 
Will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven" It is vital that we Baha'is, 
who have now been 'entrusted by 
God with the building of that King­
dom, do not fail Him. This is the 
Formative Age, the time when local 
assemblies and national assemblies 
must be formed, fought for and 
maintained. The N.S.A. of the 
Baha'is of the British Isles was one 
of the three to be established under 
Shoghi Effendi's direction in 1923, 
the first National Assemblies in the 
world. The British Community has a 
proud record of pioneering, when 
there were scarcely one hundred­
and-twenty-five Baha'is in the whole 
country, 60 per cent. of them 
pioneered, to form and to maintain 
local aSSemBlies. New t-here are-hun­
dreds and hundreds of Baha'is 
scattered throughout the length and 
breadth of the British Isles. The 
National Assembly turns to you 
now, urgently, to prayerfully search 
your hearts and to demonstrate 
again that the British Community 
has the will and the inflexible de-

STATISTICAL BOOKLET ON 

NINE YEAR PLAN AVAILABLE 

AT 6/-d per COpy 

The Statistical Booklet produced 
by the U ni versal House of Justice 
is now available from the Baha'i 
Publishing Trust at a cost of 6/ -d, 
post free. This booklet gives full de­
tails of the Nine Year Plan through­
out the world, and is an essential 
book for every Baha'i teacher. 

SLIDES AND L.P. RECORD OF 
WORLD CONGRESS 
AVAILABLE TO L.S.A's 

The National Assembly is making 
available a set of the 35 m/m slides 
of the Haifa Convention and the 
World Congress and an J,.P. record, 
for loan to local spiritual assemblies, 
Summer School Committees fLpd the 
organising committees of national 
and regional week-end schools. The 
cost of postage must be borne hy 
tJte ~.S • .A. or Committee borrowing 
the items, which can be obtained 
from Miss M . Prince, 4 Barrington 
Road, Leicester. Please let Mary 
Prince have plenty of notice of your 
wish to borrow the slides/ record, 
and let her know exactly to which 
address they should be sent and for 
what purpose. 

INCO,ME AND EXPE1NID'ITURE NO. 1 A/C. 

INCOME 
Donations :-

L .S. A.'s and Groups 
Individuals 

Less Payments against Covenant'S 

Interest and Dividends 
Tax reco.very Covenants 
Refunds to. us:-

Loans 
Incorporation Exp'S. Sundry 

£188 3 8 
635 19 3 

£ '824 2 11 
308 19 11 

£515 3 0 
86 1 6 

981 0 3 

15 0 0 
1 9 8 

£1598 14 5 

(38) 
N.S.A.: 

Travel 
Office 

,EXPENDITURE 

Tel. and Oables 
Postage and Stationery ... 
Convention: 

Flowers-Ouardian 
Journal 

English Teaching Committee 
Other Home Committees 
Overseas Committees 
Pionee,r Committee 
Youth Co.mmittees 
Baha'i News 
Monthly Transfers: 

H.Q.-Reprs. and Dec. 
-Running 

Donations 
Excess income over expenditure 

£46 18 0 
65 4 6 
411 2 

27 2 6 

1 7 6 
4 12 8 

78 3 0 
29 8 5 
33 5 3 
55 12 8 
15 17 5 
55 11 0 

35 0 0 
100 0 0 

48 0 0 
998 0 4 

£1598 14 5 

,Communities contributing :-Bangor, Barrow Ohildren, Blackpool, Bournemouth, Bristol, Brize Norton, Cambridge, 
Canterbury, Cardiff, Oheadle and Gatley, Chester, Dublin, Eccles, Edinburgh, Exeter, Inverness, Jersey, Leicester, 
Liverpool, London, Malta, Manchester, Motherwell, Nelson, Newcastle, Norwich, Nottingham, Orkney, Oxford, 

. Paignton, Romford, Salisbury, She,ffield, Southport, Watford, Winchester, York. 
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