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there was music, entertainment by 
volunteers, and games, and 8 
Knowle Road, rang out with laugh­
ter and song. Always ready to 
keep up with the times, there was 
a "Do-it-Yourself" tea, when all the 
ingredients were provided, and the 
friends then raided the kitchen, and 
helped themselves. The last to 
leave were close contacts from 
Sutton Coldfield who, obviously 
very reluctantly, dragged themselves 
away at 10 p.m. 

It was unanimously decided that 
everyone must come again soon to 
"do" the ramble on Cannock 
Chase! A good, but hardly neces­
sary excuse ! 

SWINTON 

Swinton community reports news 
that would make any community 
green with envy; in recent months 
they have had had the, good fortune 
to be visited by and have consul­
tation with no less than five N.RA. 
members, board member Ernest 
Gregory and Hand of the Cause 
John Ferraby. These visits have 
done much to direct their efforts 
and produce that inner harmony so 
essential to effective teaching. 
Swinton has also been heavily in­
volved in the "Men of the Trees" 
organisation, initiated by the Eccles 

DECLARATIONS 
The National Assembly warmly 

welcomes to the Faith Miss Diane 
J. Watts of Leicester; Erica Lewis 
(Youth) of Cardi,ff; Mrs. Agnes 
Hirst, Judith A. Ingham (Youth), 
Shohreh T. Monadjem (Youth), 
Susanne L. Farrow (Youth) and 
Barry Leach (Youth) all of Burnley; 
Mr. Hector R. F 'rostick and 
Catherine H. Colley (Youth) of 
London; Dr. Margaret Magill of 
Dublin; Mr. Kenneth G. Entwistle 
of York; Mrs. Elizabeth Raine, 
Mrs. Irmgard Sheerin, Mrs. Silvia 
Daryl and Mrs. Mary Hogg, all of 
Edinburgh; Mr. Benjallnin Fuge of 
Swansea; Mrs. Dorothea Eaton of 
Jersey; Mrs. Catherine B. C. Bailey 
and Mr: David Bailey (deJlared in 
mid-ocean on the 'Galtex Brisbane,' 
home town Sheffield); James Camp­
bell (Youth) of Glasgow; Janet R. 
Mulligan (Y;outh) of Nelson; 
Yvonne L. Perkins (Youth) of 
Blackpool ; Barbara F Ie t c her 
(Youth) of Pontland, Northumber­
land; Mrs. Gretta · <Galbraith of 
Belfast; Mr. James A. Boyles of 
Lower Braniel, N. Ireland; Mrs. K 
Carpenter of BirIEingham; Mrs. 
Doreen Hockley of Caversham, 
Berks.; Mr. Martin J. Hunt of 
Hove; Mr. Alfred Butler of 
Torquay. And the following Youth 
claiming voting rights-Miss Anne 
Woodhouse and Miss Diane Taylor 
of Brighton; Miss Helena Astani 
and Mr. Stephen Jenkinson of 
Oxford; Miss Gillian Phillips and 
Miss Latifeh Anvar of London; 
Miss Perviz Hakimian of Aberdeen. 

community, and they have found it 
to b€ as fruitful a source of making 
the F'aith known and respected as 
well as a good training ground for 
public relations work, especially 
with the civic authorities and the 
press, both local and national. O'ne 
of the main points about the 
organisation seems to be its ability 
to attract a very wide cross-section 
of people and societies. 

The next point of note is that 
the chairman of the L.S.A. has been 
appointed to represent the Towns­
women's Guild for the "Inter­
national Year" committee under the 
auspice,s of the Town Council. 

The N a w Ruz social for the area 
was held in Swinton this year. 
About 120 people were present, 
including Baha'is from Oldham, 
Liverpool, Pre s ton, Farnworth, 
Stockport, Cheadle" Manchester and 
Eccles-a real gathering of the 
clans, plus a large number of 
contacts-it was an outstanding 
event - lively and sparkling all 
the time. 

A pioneer has settled in the area 
in time to make up the numbers of 
the L.S.A. for Ridvan. 

For the benefit of any visitors to 
Swinton, fireside evenings are held 
every Thursday evening at the home 
of the Hirsts, 207 Manchester Road. 
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f VICTORY ON THE HOM,E I 
I FROINT ! 
I The National Assembly 
- joyously announces that all i fifty Local Spiritual Assem­i lies in the British Isles are 
E maintained. I 
! JOYOUS RIDVAN CREETINC·S ..• i 
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SUMMER SCHOO'L (Dalston Hall) 

3rd-17th JULY, 1965 
Advance Bookings for residence 

should be made to :-
Mr .. J. Coates, 

Registrar, 
Overfield Road, 
Fawdon, 
Newcastle Upon Tyne, 3. 

It is regretted that camping 
facilities are not available this 
year at the Hall. 

LYME PARK WEEK-END SCHOOL 
To be held at Lyme Hall, Disley) 

Cheshire on September 11 /l2th, 
1965. Details and booking forms 
will be sent out later. The theme 
of the School will be' "Mount 
Carmel-the Vineyard of God." 

INTE,RNATIONAL Y'OIUT'H 
SCHOOL 

This will be held from 31st July 
to 10th August, 1965, in Berlin. 
For information write to ·Frl. Urta 
Schmidt, Stuttgart-Parlerstrasse 50, 
Germany. 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
INDIA 

Three large villages have recently 
become completely Baha'i and 
worked together to build · a big 
house, donating it for a centre. 

KOREA 
The enthusiasm of the friends 

following the Summer School, 
opened 60 new villages to the Faith 
and a thrilling goal ha.s been set 
to establish at least one L.S.A. in 
each of the 35 counties of the nine 
provinces of Korea. 

LAOS 
Exciting news of 1,000 Meo 

tribesmen recently embracing the 
Faith. 

,PH I LI P,PI N ES 
The following are e.xtracts from 

the progress report in the Philippine 
Baha'i bulletin, "Tidal Wave." 

Throughout the country nearly 
300 new believers enrolled during 
January. New minority groups 
raise the number of tribes repre­
sented in the Fa.ith to 25. 
Muntinlupa Prison now has over 400 
believers. Many of these friends 
write beautiful letters expressing 
their desire to deepen their know­
ledge in order to teach their fellow 
inmates. There are now seven 
completely Baha'i villages in the 
region; the target is 30. Baha'i 
Centres total 11, five of which are 
rented and the other six were com­
pletely built by the Baha'is them­
selves in a spirit of devotion and 
sacrifice. Three and a half years 
ago only seven of the total of 56 
provinces in the region were opened 
to the Faith; now there are 45. 

NE,WS 'FROM IBRITIS,H IGIUIANA 
Te'aching on the East Co,ast: 

Robby ,Franklin took Monte Agard, 
I van Fraser and Val :Griffiths to 
Nabaclis on 14th and Cane Grove 
on 21st March, small towns some 
14 and 25 miles from Georgetown 
along the East Coast road. At 
Nabaclis a "fireside" was held at 
the home of an enquirer, leaflets 
were distributed in the area and 
contact made with the pastor of 
the Pilgrim Holiness Church who 
accepted a copy of "Renewal of 
Civilisation" and agreed to let 
them speak to his Sunday School 
or church group if he found the 
book acceptable. 

At Cane Grove a public meeting 
was held on the open green and 
William Sears' tape, recording, 
"Religion Returns", played on a 
portable tape recorder. Baha'i 
leaflets were distributed to many 
and there too they have hopes of 
fruitful contact with a local minis­
ter, pastor of the Brethren Church. 

East Bank, ,Demerar'a: Leslie 
Ramsaroop of Herstelling is to be 
host at a Feast to be held for the 
believers who, though living within 
12 miles of Georgetown, actually 
reside in seven or eight different 
localities at close intervals along the 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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NEWS ,FROM BRITIS,H GIUIANA 
Continued from Page 5) 

road to the airport which parallels 
the River Demerara. 

Other Teaching 'Work : Public 
meetings have been arranged for 
18th and 25th April at La Grange 
on West Bank D emerara and Den 
A,mstel on West Coast Demerara, 
two villages each about eigh t miles 
from Georgetown. 

PACIFIC COMMITTE REPORT 

HONG KONG 
HONG KONG itself is a large 

rocky island, but Hong Kong 
Colony also includes Kowloon on the 
mainland, Stonecutter's Island and 
the New Territories, the latter com­
prising "mainland territory" north 
of Kowloon and some 235 islands. 
These "New Territories" were leased 
from China on a 99-year lease end­
ing in 1998. 

Of the colony's 400 square miles 
roughly 80 per cent . is wasteland­
grassy or rocky, precipitous hillside 
-about 14 per cent. is agricultural 
land and only 6 per cent is urba­
nised. Considering that the Colony's 
population is around 4 millions, and 
that 3t millions live in an area of 
25 square miles, one can imagine the 
tremendous density of population 

(c.f. London, where about 8t mil­
lions live in 722 square miles) . 

98 per cent. of the population is 
Chinese, and there has been a fan­
tastic population growth from 
600,000 in 1945 to the present 4 
millions. Of course most of these 
millions have come as refugees from 
the Chinese mainland, but approxi­
mately half the urban population is 
now Hong Kong by birth. 

The indigenous population of the 
New Territories includes a large 
number of boat-dwellers, and al­
though these sampan dwellers con­
sider themselves to be Chinese, 
there is no inter marriage between 
some of her students in the Faith, 
and the L.S.A. of Hong Kong has 
them and the Chinese land dwellers. 

The great majority of the popula­
tion adhere to the traditional 
Chinese beliefs, and there has been 
a notable revival of Buddhism and 
Taoism in recent years, mainly due 
to the immigration of Buddhists 
from China. There is also a sizeable 
Christian minority of about 400,000. 

Hong Kong is world-famous for 
her exports, especially of garments 
and textiles, but also of all kinds of 
manufactured goods. 

The entire population of Hong 
I{ong has proved beyond the capa­
acity of the educational system to 
living under tremendous pressure. 
People work long hours, often need­
ing to have more than one job in 
order to support their families. 

The population explosion in H ong 
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Kong has proved beyond the cap­
city of the educational system to 
cope, and we understand that one­
half of the children have to go to 
non-recognized schools. The thirst 
for knowledge is tremendous; edu­
cation is seen to be the door to an 
improved standard of living, and 
competition is high. 

A Baha'i teacher in a private 
school faces the formidable task of 
regularly marking 2,000 test papers! 
She and her pupils have virtually 
no spare time whatever. Despite 
this, she has been able to interest 
asked for the support of British 
Baha'i to return to the Colony after 
some years' absence. He reported 
receiving a warm welcome from the 
Friends on his arrival, and pre­
sented them with a gift of Baha'i 
books for their library from the 
Pacific Committee. He writes that 
one of the major difficulties, how­
ever, of teaching the Faith in Hong 
Kong is the almost complete lack of 
Baha'i literature in Chinese. 

The British Community's goal in 
Hong Kong is to assist the N.S.A. 
of N .E. Asia in consolidating Hong 
Kong. The millions of Chinese pre­
sent at once a great challenge and a 
\yonderful opportunity to the 
Baha'is: a challenge to overcome the 
dead-weight of commercialism and 
materialism in Hong Kong, and the 
opportunity to add a new spiritu­
ality to the resourcefulness and 
cheerfulness of the Chinese people. 

A group of Baha'is and one non-Baha'i in Hong Kong. Len LewiS, who recently returned there as a pioneer, 
is seated third from the left. 
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KNOW YOUR BAHA'I LITERATURE 

"Gleanings from the Writings of 
Baha' u'lIah" CoOmpiled and translated by 

THE com pIe t e works of 
Baha'u' llah, numbering above 

150 considerable iteIr_'s, are unique 
for their variety, range, volume and 
profundity. The accurate trans­
lation of them all , including Tablets 
(or letters) perhaps yet to come, to 
light, isa task which may not be 
completed for many decades. 

To meet a growing need, parti­
cularly in the West, for an 
authentic rendering fro m the 
original Persian or Arabic of 
Baha'u'llah's chief teachings, the 
beloved Guardian set himself to 
t l' an s 1 ate some of the most 
il.::nportant works and to make a 
compilation of the weightiest, and 
most significant passages. 

These he brought together for 
publication in 1939 under the title 
"Gleanings from the Writings of 
Baha'u'llah." The 165 sections of 
the book, varying in leng-th from 
a few lines to more than six pages, 
are taken fromalIr_'Ost the full range 
of Baha'u'llah's works. 

The most extensive selection s are 
from the Book of Certitude (Kitab­
i-Iqan) from which he took 23 
passages totaling about 50 pages, 
combining them into six sections. 
The largest number of sections, at 
least nine, he chose from the Most 
Holy Book (Kitab-i-Aqdas). Prob­
ably more than one hundred works 
are r epresented with one or more 
passages. IS a m e 21 different 
recipients are named in the text, 
some several times, ranging from 
Sultan of Turkey to Baha'u'llah' s 
own (postman' named Salman. 
A ,DISTINCT IPATTERN 

The arr angement of the book 
seems to follow a distinct pattern, 
though with much overlap of con­
tent, with a brief prelude and nine 
parts :-

Prelude Nos. 
1 

ii 

111 

IV 

v 

vi 

1-2 
3-24 

Of God 
Day of God and 
ending of the Cycle 
of the Prophets 

39-53 Baha'u'llah Him-
self and His 
Mission 

54-69 Leading scenes and 
incidents in his 
Ministry 

70-97 The New Order and 
the high station of 
man rev e a l e d 
therein 

98-121 The Kings and 
religious leaders in 
their reaction and 
attitude to the 
Cause 

'Shogni ,Effendi 

vii 122-125 The par tic u 1 a r 
relation of man to 
God in this age 

viii 126-150 Spiritual require-
ments of a true 
teacher 

IX 151-165 Life and character 
of the true believer 
on earth 

ARRAN'GE,M ENT OIF TH E 
PASSAIGE'S 

It is clearly possible to dis'Jern 
connections between the parts 
forming this paterno An attempt 
to trace a reason for the arrange­
ment of the passages within each 
part can also be rewarding. The 
connections may in places be hard 
to make out, indeed the arrange­
lillent may be based at times on 
r elat ive importance or the wish to 
associate pasages together which 
treat of siIrjlar subjects. There is 
much overlap, though no duplication, 
and the dazzling wealth of the 
passaages implies that any parti­
cular arrangement discerned cannot 
help but omit numerous aspects of 
great significance. 
MEMORABLE IPASSAIGES 

Many numinous passages stand 
out in the memory even after one 
reading. One such selection, of 
longer passages, might include: 
i. The opening prayer (I); ii . Tablet 
of Carmel (II); iii. Ridvan Tablet, 
Colloquy with His Pen (14); iv. 
Tribute to Christ, the noblest ever 
penned (36); V . Afnan Tablet (43); 
vi. World's 'equilibrium upset (70); 
vii. Meaning of Divine Unity (84); 
viii . Prerequisities of peace (117); 
ix . Elected representatives of the 
people (120); X . The way of the 
right eous (130); xiii. Intone the 
verses of God (136); xiv. Rose 
garden of unfading splendour (151). 
. Indeed in this book are to be 
found a great number of the 
distinctive Baha'i sayings which we 
should commit to memory, allow to 
take root in our innermost being 
and use to inspire us with cOllnpell­
ing creative wisdom in our teaching 
work . For this reason "Gleanings" 
is the book of all books for reading 
first and last, when we plan our 
daily servL;e to God and when we 
bring ourselves to account each 
night. 

Subjects for special study are 
nUIr_'berless. They can be taken one 
by one and traced through the book 
in many varied contexts . Such 
subjects would include : l. The 
names and attributes of God. 2. 
The unity of God and His Mani­
festations. 3. The commands of 
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God, the true spiritual directives of 
the age . 4. The will or purpose of 
God. 5. The soul of man. 6. The 
duties of man. 7. Human needs. 
8. Practical guidance. 9 Ingredients 
of the divine r emedy for a lament­
ably defective society. 10. Con­
sequences of failure to r espond. 
CHOICEST, NOIB,LES,T IB.OOK 

In this choicest, noblest of a ll 
books we have a fully authentic 
repository of the greatest utterances 
of God's Word for this age. 
Behind the perfections, vigour, 
scope, profundity of the words 
themselves stands the Author in 
the Glory of His unity with God 
expressing the utmost measure of 
truth the Tongue of Power can 
speak to mankind for a least a 
thousand years (165) . The tone of 
the utterance varies, ranging from 
that of ringing command and 
sovereign authority through moving 
poetry, mystic imp 0 r t , cool 
diagnosis, divine wisdom, clear 
philosophy, to tender appreciation 
and heart-rending poignancy. 
Priorities are etmphasised, spurious­
ness demolished and the challenging, 
startling not disdained. 
CONSTANT IE:ND'EAVOUR 

When God tells us about HiIr_'self, 
about His chosen Intermediaries. 
about His purposes in creating the 
heavens and the earth, about the 
potentialities of man and man's true 
reality, about the achievement of 
His great plan for mankind, what 
else is there to do but listen 
attentively and try to understand? 

«Surely in this book better than 
in any other we can strive to 
obtain a more adequate understand­
ing of the significance of Baha'u'l­
lah's stupendous Revelation" whieh 
the beloved Guardian insisted « must 
remain the first obligation and the 
object of the constant endeavour of 
each one of the Faith's loyal 
ad her e n t s " (Dispensation of 
Baha'u' llah p. 8). 

"Immerse YOil'rs elvels in f}.h,e 
ocean of My ·words, that ye m ,(JJY 
'unravel its secrets, and discovert" 
aU the peads of 'UJisd,o'1n that 
Z'ie hid in its de'pths." (85) 

CONVENTION-May 1st/2nd 
Convention will be held in 

London, at the Kensington Library 
Theatre on Saturday, May 1st, and 
Sunday, May 2nd, beginning each 
day at 10 a .m. Non-Baha'is cannot 
attend Convention and should not 
be invited even into the foyer out­
side the Convention Theatre. 

OVE:RSEAS SUMMER S,CHOO'LS 
Information is now available 

about some of the Summer Schools 
to be held on the Continent and can 
be sent to any Baha'i who sends a 
stamped adressed envelope to the 
National Secretary, 27 Rutland 
Gate, London; S .W. 7. 
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NATIOHA,L SPIRITUAL ASSEMiBLY'S wish to arrange befitting Ridvan 
celebrations themselves. The 
National Ass e m b I y urges all 
believers to Iileek permission not to 
work on the other two Holy Days. NEWS ,UTTER 

RIDVAN MESSAGE FROM THE 
UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

WE joyfully announce the publi-
cation in this issue of the 

Baha'i Journal of the Ridvan 
Message from the Universal House 
of Justice to the Baha'is of the 
world. 

This Message will be read at 
Convention, studied there by the 
delegates and the National Spiritual 
Assembly and will inspire and 
enthuse consultation. 

THE FESTIVAL OF RIDVAN 
Shoghi Effendi described the 

Ridvan Festival as "the holiest and 
most significant of all Baha'i 
Festivals." It begins on April 
21st and extends for twelve days, 
the period which Baha'u'llah spent 
in 1863 in the N ajibiyyih Garden 
just outside the City of Baghdad. 
It was during this time that 
Baha'u'llah declared His Mission to 
His companions, and it was His 
followers who afterwards called the 
Najibiyyih Garden the "Garden of 
Ridvan," the Garden of Paradise. 
Baha'u'llah Himself acclaimed that 
historic occasion as the " ,Most 
Great Festival," the "King of 
Festivals," the "F'estival of God." 
In the Kitab-i-Aqdas He described 
it as the Day on which "all created 
things were immersed in the sea 
of purification." 

We in the Formative Age have a 
special link with that first great 
RidvanFestival, for every year on 
April 21st, we form or perpetuate 
our local spiritual assemblies; and 
every year during the Ridvan 
Festival National Conventions are 
held throughout the Baha'i World, 
and at those Conventions the 
national spiritual assemblies are 
elected. Year by year as these 
elections are held we come to 
understand more of the spiritual 
significance of the Baha'i Adminis­
trative Order. In another Tablet 
which Shoghi Effendi indicated 
referred to that first Ridvan 
Festival, Baha'u'llah said , "This is 
the Day whereon the unseen world 
crieth out: Great is thy blessed­
ness, 0 earth, for thou hast been 
made the footstool of thy God, and 
been chosen as the seat of His 
rr.ighty throne." How wonderful 
this is, especially when we hold in 
our hearts the knowledge that, by 
working to lay the foundations of 
the Administrative Order, we are 
laying the foundations of the 
Kingdom of God on earth. 

There are three Holy Days during 
the Ridvan Festival, days on which 
all work should be suspended, the 
first day of Ridvan, the ninth day 
of Ridvan and the twelfth day of 
Ridvan. All those gathered at 
Convention will celebrate the tweHth 
day of Ridvan together, on Sunday, 
May 2nd, but local assemblies, 
groups and isolated believers will 

Frankfurt Temple Fund 
END OF YEAR TOTALS 

Community contributions ... £741 
N.S.A. donation 1025 

Grand total for year ... £1766 

Income from Donations 
Budget Actual 

To Date 

• £7,193 

£7,000 • • £7,000 

£6,000 • • £6,000 

£6,180 • • £5,000 

£5,000 • • £5,466 

£4,000 • • £4,000 

£3,000 • • £3,000 

£2,000 • • £2,000 
£1,000 •• £1,000 

EXCESS £193 

INCOME AN,D EXP,ENDITURE No.1 A/C. 

7th February, 1965 to 20th March, 1965 (incl.) 

INCOME 
Donations :-

L..8.A. 's and Groups £264 10 6 
Individuals 1,544 18 7 

£1,809 9 1 
Less Payments against Covenants 81 15 4 

£1,727 13 9 
Interest and Dividends 315 4 6 
Refunds to us:-

Loans 15 ° ° Incorporation Eixpenses 
.sundry 15 ° Royalties ,69 12 2 
Baha'i News 9 19 3 

Excess expenditure over income 947 5 7 

£3,085 10 3 

(36) * 
(81) 

N.S.A. 
T'ravel 
Office 

EXPENDITURE 

Tel. and Cables 
Postage and S t ationery 
Convention 
Journal 
Guardian's Letters 

English T.C. 
Other Home Committees 
Overseas Committees 
Pioneer Committee 
Other Committees 
Sundry 
Extraordinary ,E:xpenditure 
Transfer to No. 2 and 3 A/c's 
Monthly tr'ansfers:-

H .Q.-Rprs. and Dec. 
-Running 

Donations 
Special Donations 

£94 13 9 
69 3 ° 

141 7 3 
28 1 4 
8 ° 11 

95 2 9 
271 9 5 
164 16 4 
184 2 9 
63 6 0 

286 2 3 

10 ° ° 771 
66 2 3 

160 15 2 

100 0 0 

35 ° ° 
48 ° 0 

1,250 0 0 

£3,085 10 3 

* Communities contr'ibutir1G:-Andover, Belfast, Birmingham, Bournemouth, Brighton, Brighton children, Bristol, 
Brize, Norton, Oambridge, Oanterbury, Cardiff, Edinburgh, E()cles, Epsom, Exeter, Oreenisland, Hove, Inverness, 
Jersey, Leicester, Liverpool, London, Malta, Manchester, MotheTwell, Norwich, Nottingham, Oxford, Portsmouth, 
Reading, Romford, Salisbury, Sheffield, Sutton Goldfield, Swansea , Watford. 
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