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Dublin Week-end School

ARLY in March, the Spiritual

Assembly of Dublin decided to
have a public meeting on the even-
ing of April 9th and a week-end
school on the following two days,
at the Royal Hibernian Hotel, in a
second floor room decorated with
charm and taste overlooking Daw-
son and Molesworth Streets in the
heart of Dublin. Marie Baillie, Sec-
retary of the Assembly, placed two
dignified advertisements for the pub-
lic meeting in ‘“The Irish Times,”
one on the Monday before the meet-
ing, in the much read personal sec-
tion of the back page, and another
on the day of the meeting, just be-
low the advertisements for theatres
and the cinema.

At least thirty-six came to the
public meeting, believers from Dub-
lin, Sligo, Belfast, Bangor, Green-
island and Liverpool, fourteen in
all, and twenty-two enquirers, some
attending their first Baha’i meeting.

After a warm introduction by the
Chairman, Grace Pritchard, and a
reading from Baha'i Scriptures by
0. Z. Whitehead, Richard Backwell,
recently appointed as auxiliary
board member for Ireland, began his
talk entitled “Unity in Diversity.”’
He spoke with engaging restraint
and fine scholarship mixed occasion-
ally with delightful dry humour.

His talk brought forth interesting
questions and constructive discus-
sion.

Grace Pritchard invited all pre-
sent to come to the week-end school.

Everyone at the meeting, except
- one enquirer, remained for the re-
ception that followed the talk and
discussion. Most of them stayed,
apparently happy, for an hour after
the service of tea began.

On Saturday morning, more be-
lievers arrived from Belfast, Bangor,
Greenisland and just outside of
Dublin. A few enquirers returned.
By the time that the reading from
Baha’i Scriptures was over there
were thirty in the room.

The Chairman of the school, O. Z.
Whitehead said, ‘“Often at the be-
ginning of a Baha’'i meeting some
of us are so burdened with our own
disturbing problems that it is not
until prayer and meditation have
helped us to forget ourselves that
we start to receive benefit from the
meeting.”’

He repeated a story that Willard
Hatch from the United States of
America, a believer for over fifty
years, told him.

He had just returned from the
Shrine of Baha’u’llah.

“What did you feel in the Most
Holy Shrine,”’ asked the Guardian?
“T felt power, Shoghi Effendi.”

The Guardian sent him back into
the Shrine.
When Willard returned again, the

Guardian asked him the same ques-
tion.

Willard did not change his
answer.

The Guardian sent him into the
Shrine once more.

This time when Willard came
back he had tears in his eyes and
said: ‘I felt great, great power,
Shoghi Effendi, but 1 felt, too, over-
whelming love.”’

Charles MacDonald, in a talk en-
titled ‘““God and His Manifesta-
tions,”’ spoke with refreshing clarity
and much force. His natural warmth
and deep sincerity did much to en-
hance the delivery of his well chosen
words.

During the period of questions an
enquirer asked, ‘“What do the
Bah4’is think of Mary Baker Lddy?

He answered something like this,
“Such a person spoke part of the
truth, but human fallibility cast
shadows upon it.”’

On Saturday evening Richard
Backwell gave a second talk, this
time with the title ‘“Christ and
Baha’uw’llah.”” He spoke with calm
logic and unfailing conviction.

A commotion on the street caused
by a political movement interrupted
his talk for a few moments and
showed a marked contrast between
the disturbances in the material
world and the harmony of the
Baha’i world.

Richard answered many questions
with subtle perception and the
friends and enquirers stayed to-
gether until after ten o’clock.

Before introducing Adib on Sun-
day morning the Chairman described
a little the way in which four early
believers of the United States of
America came into the Faith,
Edward and Carrie Kinney through
a meeting at Paul McNutt’s house
in the Bronx, New York, in 1898
and a tablet from the Master in re-
ply to Edward’s letter to Him;
Juliet Thompson through a vision of
the Master when she was despar-
ately ill in New York and through
her hearing Who He was later in
Paris in 1901, and Marjorie Morten
through listening to Juliet and
through her first look at the Master
when He came to New York in 1912.

Adib Taherzaheh spoke with much
fire and great effect on ‘“The Teach-
ings of God for this Age.”” He
deeply impressed mnot only the
friends but also the enquirers.

In the afternoon the school held
a panel of four composed of Lisbeth
Greeves, Dr. Margaret Magill,
Brian Townshend and Ann Brew.

Encouraged not to restrain them-
selves the friends asked many ques-
tions.

At the conclusion of the school
we did not forget to say prayers of
Healing for some not with us.

IRISH TEACHING
COMMITTEE

Bill Hellaby made his first visit
to Ireland at the end of March and
concentrated his teaching efforts in
the goal area of Larne rural district.
He gave a talk at a public meeting
in Greenisland which was well
advertised in the local Press, and
attended by friends from Dublin,
Beltast and Bangor, and some
non-Bah4’is, including a Unitarian
minister. Bill met and talked to
many people who are interested in
the faith at various firesides and
luncheon parties etc.

Following the marriage of Olive
Sutton and Hugh McKinley, there
is now a Baha’i group in the goal
town of Sligo in the Republic of
Ireland. As they have a car it is
hoped that they will be able to visit
the various Baha’i communities in
Ireland. Since Sligo is a small
provincial town it will be their
policy to integrate with the local
people and make friends before
making any public proclamation of
the faith.

The Dublin I.S.A. will be losing
Zebby Whitehead, who has to return
to the U.S.A. for business and
professional reasons, but everybody
is firm in the belief that it will not
be long befoire he returns to the
Emerald Isle.

When Ho-San Leong, one of the
friends from Malaya, was visiting
the British Isles, he stayed for a
while in Ireland. During his Irish
visit he was given an interview on
an Ulster television programme. He
described how he had been lucky
enough to win a prize which allowed
him to travel. He mentioned the
Faith twice in connection with his
travels to Frankfurt and Israel.

Results of the Election of the
National Spiritual Assembly at
Convention 122
The newly elected National
Spiritual Assembly :—

Charles Macdonald .................. 70
Betty Reed ............ eog 00
John Long ..... e 63
John" Wade' ...t 58
Adib Taherzadeh .... 53
Owen Battrick ....... ... 80
Joe Jameson ........... ey
Elizabeth Chapman ()
Abbas Afnan ............ S

Eruch Munsiff 13, Ted Cardell 11,
John Morley 11, Jeannette Battrick
10, Gloria Faizi 10, Eric Hellicar 10,
Hugh McKinley 8, Meherangiz Mun-
siff 8, Valerie Morley 8, Harry
Charles 8, David Lewis 7, Ron Stee
7, Carl Card 6, John More-Nesbitt
6, Lisbeth Greeves 5, Robert Hal-
lam 4.

In addition eight Friends had 3
votes each, nine had 2 votes each
and twenty-seven 1 vote each.
Seventy-five of the seventy-six dele-
gates voted (the delegate who did
not vote was out of the country at
the time of Convention) and there
were no spoilt ballot papers.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

CANADA

St. Laurent P.Q. We quote a
letter received from Ian Millington
that should serve as a source of in-
spiration to other isolated believers :
‘“Even though things are lonely
Bah4a’i-wise here in St. Laurent, it
is truly refreshing to have four or
six people come to my house every
couple of days to once a week to
ASK for a Baha’i Fireside. We have
had question periods where one of
the contacts is answering the ques-
tions for the other contacts and then
asking me to look them up in books
to affirm the answers. It has been a
wonderful experience. Two of the
contacts are asking how to become
Bah#’is and will probably declare
themselves within a year.”

FINLAND

President of Finland receives copy
of ‘““New Era”’

The Xighteenth World Medical
Congress, held in Helsinki, Finland,
last year afforded a rare opportunity
for the message of Baha’u’llah, the
All-Knowing Phys’cian, to be pre-
sented to the President of Finland.
the Minister of the Interior and
many other distinguished persons.
It was given to Mr. Urho Kekkonen,
the President, by Dr. Habib’u’llah,
Persian pioneer in Finland, who
was accepted as an international
observer at the Congress on behalf
of the Tranian Medical Association.
As the doctors attending the Con-
gress were eager to find out what
had bheen presented to the digni-
taries, Dr. Zabihian was able to
obtain a table for exhibition of
Bah&’i literature which was subse-
quently shown on television.

MALAWI (NYASALAND)

“Mr. George Mpyaile’s teaching
trip has been very wonderful and
full of encouragement. The first
place to be visited was Senzani area,
Ncheu district. He was well re-
ceived by the village headman, as a
Baha’i friend. During h's four days
stay in that village, 11 people de-
clared as Baha’is. He then pro-
ceeded to Penga Penga area to visit
other Baha’i friends. Six people de-
clared there, two of them youth.
George then left for Dilila, where he
managed to meet with six believers
whom he refreshed by giving them
the spiritual water of life. The vill-
age headman asked him +to plan
holding a public meeting in his vill-
age sometime in May.”’

NEW ZEALAND

Several newspapers gave an
appreciable amount of space to St.
Barbe Baker’s talk on ‘Sahara Re-
clamation Program’, the Baha’i
Summer School receiving publicity
as being the place of the address.
St. Barbe, who is working very hard
for this program, requests prayers

for the progress of the project,
which he feels ‘may be an answer to
the present impasse’. Several world
organisations, including United
Nations, have rece’ved letters and
the report on ‘Sahara Reclamation
Program.’

UGANDA

The Bahi’i House of Worship
appears on Uganda Television every
time the News is shown, as one of
the background buildings behind the
news-reader. It ‘s estimated that
since its dedication ahout 50,000
visits have been made there. Some
people come every week to enjoy the
peace and beauty of the area ; others
come for the occasional visit and
many tourist agencies and embassies

bring their visitors to this recog-
nised beauty spot. It is also featured
in the offic’al tourist publications of
the Government of Uganda. As the
Master described the House of Wor-
ship, it is truly a “Silent Teacher.”

VIETNAM

The Secretary of State, Le-van-
Hoach, had a friendly meeting and
dinner on the evening of 4/3/1965 at
his private home and invited the re-
presentatives of the Catholic, Cao-
Dai, Hoa-Hoa and Baha’'i Faiths
and members of the National Legis-
lative Council.

Various government ministries,
religious, cultural and social associ-
ations have asked for copies of the
Baha’i speech on World Religion
Day. The N.S.A. also completed
souvenir picture brochures of that
great function and despatched these
to the religious speakers and to
other dignitaries.

SOME THOUGHTS ON GIVING?

RUHIYYIH KHANUM
U.S. BAHA’l NEWS, DECEMBER, 1949—JANUARY, 1950

% HAT most astonishes any
impartial observer of the
Baha’i Faith is that here is a
religion that uot only believes that
it is the greatest privilege to give
to the world, but actually puts this
sublime theory into practice.

*‘V.e not only give our spiritual
teachings, our principles, our world
order, which we know can alone
guarantee international security,
permanent peace, universal brother-
hood, but we freely offer the
advantages of our institutions and
the privilege of visiting and wor-
shipping in our Shrines.

“We go even further than giving,
we refuse financial aid from any
person who is not a Baha’i. To be
a Baha'i is to be a giver, a bene-
factor to our fellowmen in the
truest sense of the word.

‘Abdu’l-Baha once said that we
do not take from the non-Baha’i
because we want the heart first.

““No Baha’i is forced to give.
There are no fees, no collections.
Our teachings force nothing on the
individual Baha’i. But if you choose
to give to the work of the Cause
in order to enable it to give to the
whole world its light, you set
spiritual machinery at work. For
to give is to receive, Baha’u’llah
teaches. Be like the spring, forever
giving out and being refreshed from
a deeper source. To give in the
truest analysis is to confer on your-
self. God, the great giver, the
everlasting giver, the all-possessing
never permits us to give Him any-
thing, for every gesture of giving
we make to Him, even to giving our
lives to Him, He returns a thousand

fold in blessings tangible and in-
tangible, which He showers upon
us.

(To be continued)

BRITISH GUIANA

N historic Teaching Week-end
School was held in Georgetown
on April 16th-18th, a very happy
week-end school with a session on
teaching sandwiched in the middle of
it. There was also an unexpected
declaration, from yet another blind
man, who has been asked to study
a little more.

“There were 35 present, and we
were happy to receive a cable from
the National Assembly, a letter from
the N.S.A. of Brazil and the good
wishes of our own committee, for
which we are very grateful; in fact
't was a most auspicious beginnine.
We soon got into the spirit of teach-
ing and learning, it is strange how
vou learn a different thing «very
time you read the same verse.

On  our second day, Allan
Armogum gave his talk on the
administration and further study on
that subject continued wuntil our
mid-dav hreak, after which we had
Ivan Fraser’s talk; then we went
on to ‘Our experiences as a Baha’i.’

On the whole, it was a very suc-
cessful week-end, hetter than most
of us expected, having reckoned
without the spirit of unity that is
cenerated when Baha’is meet and
everybody is keen to have a repeat
when our next holiday time comes
along.”’

CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN
AMERICAN COMMITTEE
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NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY’S

INEWS LETTER

New Territories Teaching Committee
(England): Dr. A. Afnan, Mrs.
B. Goode, Mr. M. Lee, Mr. Ho
San Leong.

Assembly Assistance Teaching Com-
mittee (England): Mrs. K.
Ackroyd, Mr. A. 0. Battrick, Mr.
G. Bowers, Mrs. G. Momen.

Irish Teaching Committee: Miss
M. 8. Bennett, Mrs. M. K.
Harrison, Dr. M. W. Magill, Mr.
A. Taherzadeh, Mr. H. McKinley.

Scottish Teaching Committee: Miss
C. Boyd, Mrs. S. Cooper, Mr. J.
D. Cunningham, Mr. J. Jameson,
Cmdr. J. G. More Nisbett, Mr.
H. Shepherd.

Welsh Teaching Committee: Mr.
C. Card, Mr. J. Fox, Mr. K.
Kent, Mr. D. Lewis, Miss F.
Newman.

Africa and Pacific Committee: Mrs.
G. Ala’i, Mr. S. Benatar, Mr. K.
Cardell, Miss M. E. Chapman,
Major H. C. Charles,

European and South/Central
American Committee: Mr. H.
Afnan, Mrs. V. Backwell, Mr. K
Dallas, Mr. K. Goode, Mrs. B.
Reed.

1965/66 CALENDAR

National Assembly meetings will be
held on — June 25th/26th;
August 6th/8th; September 17th/

December 3rd/5th ; January 14th/
16th; February 25th/27th; April
8th/10th.

Teaching Conference
January 1st/2nd.
World Religion Day on Sunday,

January 16th.
Convention in London on the week-
end April 30th/May 1st.

HANDS’ CONFERENCE IN
BERNE, SWITZERLAND

will be on

Members of the Auxiliary Boards
for Propagation and Protection and
National Assembly members of
Europe will be attending a Con-
ference called by the Kuropean
Hands on Saturday and Sunday,
June 12/13th, in Berne, Switzer-
land. The purpose of the Conference
is to consult on the development of
the Faith and the achievement of
the Nine Year Plan goals allocated
by the Universal House of Justice
to the Baha'i Communities of
Kurope.

Please make sure that everything
for the consideration of the National
Assembly arrives at least a week
before the date of the N.S.A. meet-
ing; this is most important and
your co-operation will be
appreciated.

DECLARATIONS
We are happy to welcome to the

Faith Mrs.

Hazel M. Layne and

Mr. Burchell Layne, Mr. Desmond

Fraser, all of E. C. Demerara,
British Guiana; Mrs. Margaret B.
English, Weston-Super-Mare; Mrs.
Caroline Stowell of Nelson; Miss
Hida Khamsi (Youth) of Oxford;
Mrs. Fay L. Roberts of Newton,
Notts; Miss Gillian Palmer of
Leeds; Mr. Michael J. D. Blyth of
Macclesfield.
REMOVAL OF VOTING RIGHTS
The National Assembly announces
with regret the removal of the vot-
ing rights of Miss Julie Towne and
Hr. Manouchr Moggahdam, both of
London.

THE INTERNATIONAL
SUMMER SCHOOL

Berlin July 3rd to August 10th

Total cost of the school including
board and fare will be approximately
£25. The price of the fare from Lon-
don return is £14 8s by rail. The
N.Y.C. is organising the trip
nationally. A deposit of £1 will be
required and should be sent to Mr.
Derek Cockshutt, 39 Sefton Street,
Brierfield, Lancs.

BAHA’I NEWS

WI‘HE subscription is now increased

to 13 shill'ngs to cover the in-
creased postage.
Subscriptions can only start twice
a year. All subscriptions up to June
1st will begin with the July issue;
after that all supscriptions up to
December 1st will start with the
January issue. Orders are placed
with the N.S.A. of the United
States each June and December,
through the ‘“Bah4a’i News’’ repre-
sentative:— Mrs. Jean Pitcher,

19th; October 29th/31st; C. Fraser and Miss Evadne A. Ger-y-Nant, Talybont, Merioneth.
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE No. 1 AYC.
21st March, 1965—13th May, 1965 (incl.)
INCOME EXPENDITURE
Donations :— N.S.A.

L.S.A’s and Gloups £243 5 6 (44)* Travel £93 10 10
Individuals M 639 7 4 (62)* Office 177" Taill
Tel. and C‘lbles 42 17 8
£932 12 10 Post. & Stat. 42 19 4
Less Payments against Covenants 90 10 11 Convention 8 0 0
Journal s 9 310
£842 111 English Teaching ‘Committee ... 85 12 8
Interest and Dividends 164 2 6 Other Home *Oommlttees 56 19 6
Refunds to us:— Overseas Committees ... oo 11910 29
Loans ; 15 0 0 Pioneer Committees ! 630 16 8
Incorporatlon Expenses 210 0O Other Committees 219 2
Tax recovery (Covenants) 1,337 18 1 Youth Committees 19 4 6
Rent——Endowment Land 710 0O Sundry ... 3919 6

Sundry : 912 0 Mont'nly Transfers:
H.Q.—Rprs. & Dec. 70 0 0
—Running : .. 200 0 O
Donations .. e 4SO 1)
Sp. Donation Eur T‘emple o .. 500 0 O
Excess Income over Expend1ture 91 13 7
£2378 14 6 £2378 14 6

* Communities contributing:—Barrow ‘Children, Belfast, Birmingham, Bournemouth, Brighton, Brighton Children,

Cambridge,

Inverness, Jersey, Leicester,

Canterbury, Cardiff, Cheadle and Ga,tle3

leerpool London,

Ch ester,
Newcastle,

Dublin,
N orwich,

KEdinburgh, Eccles,

Epsom Exeter, Hove,
N. Berwick, Nottmgham, Malta,

Manchester Motherwell, Peterboro’ 5 Pontypndd Portsmou th R.AF. Newton Readlng, Romford Salisbury, bhefﬁeld
Southport, ’Sutton Coldﬁeld Swansea, Swinton, Watford, Winchester.

Printed by D. E. Alexander & Sons, Ltd. “Spectator” B uildings, Main Street, Bangor, Co. Down, Northern Ireland



RESERVATION FORM

This portion to be filled in by those wishing to reside at Coleg Harlech

|
|
Please reserve accommodation for:— | Sex Age if
f under 21
INames andiAddresses i & . o il . B e e I ol o i‘
................................................................................................................................................................ 1
................................................................................................................................................................ |
|
| i
é
Day and date Day and date
of armyvallshertin i, & il 5 0 MG i RN of departure K. ........ 0B .. ... .. ool
I enclose £1 per person deposit (non-returnable).............ccccocovvieieriiiieiiiiciceien DATEWSESENE., ;. ... o008
SIGNED ISR E Lo M Lo S GOEY o L e R R Y
ADDRESS Sui Rl i R e e LA SRR R

Registrar: Mrs. Jean Pitcher, Ger-y-nant, Talybont, Merioneth.

WEEKLY RATE
Adults  £9/10/0

Children:—
3—38 years £5/0/0
8—14 years £6/0/0

Under 3 years £1/15/0

DAILY RATE:—

Full board (24 hours) £1/15/0
Bed and Breakfast £1/5/0

REGISTRATION FEE:—
(Non-resident) Adults £1/0/0

Accommodation strictly limited to 12
children each week, friends with
children are asked to book early.

A list of outside accommodation can
be obtained from the Registrar.

Coleg Harlech has requested that no
pets be brought to the school.

The College has also requested that no
motor caravans be parked permanen-
tly in the College courtyard. There is
a Caravan site available near the
beach.

To facilitate Secretarial work please

return this portion of the form with

Registration Fee.

This portion to be filled in by those wishing to attend Summer School but who are arranging their own accommodation outside.

I should like to attend the sessions at Summer School from August 21st to September 4th, 1965.

Tisshall. be alone/accompanied By ..ft i v oo SRR . O ST . IR .. (o A B0l S vt e TR el
(State name and age if under 14 years for class information)

INAWIIE . ..o, BB . e nenie oo ARCE SRS SNt . I enclose Registration fee:

NDIDRESS Lo Xt LR R L SR L L s L Please post to the Registrar.
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