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Mr. Ferraby acting as Chairman.
The goals of each country were read
out before the representative of that
particular National Assembly
reported on developments on their
Home Front, in goal islands and in
overseas territories, and on trans-
lation goals. Two new local
assemblies achieved last Ridvan
were specially important, the one in
Lofoten Island (Norwegian goal) is
the most northerly L.S.A. in the
world ; and the one in Iceland (goal
of Canada assisted by Denmark) is
the first step towards the formation
in the Nine Year Plan of the N.S.A.
of Iceland. Many countries are
working hard on translation goals,
and French-speaking countries are
collaborating more closely together
on translations into that language.
The translation of Baha’i literature
is vital to the success of the teach-
ing work, and every country has
some new translation in hand; we
in the British Isles are receiving
help in getting the first booklet
translated into Faeroese.

The German N.S.A. reported that
the European Temple is .over-
shadowing the work and activities
in Germany ; it is giving protection
and helping very much with teach-
ing. There are up to 3,000 visitors
during a week-end. This involves
guiding and giving information, and
everyone who comes receives a
pamphlet of basic information,
printed in English and German.
There is, however, still the amount
of D.M. 125,000 (£10,450) to be
paid for the construction, as ap-
proved by the Universal House of
Justice, and this needs urgently to
be cleared. TUntil the debt is finally
paid, the German friends are doing
all the cleaning in the Temple, but
eventually there will have to be a
full-time caretaker. The dedication
of the Temple was publicised by
radio and television and appeared in
about 150 newspapers. This report
brought the European Temple very
close to us all. The British Com-
munity is part of Europe and it is
our Temple, so we must help to
clear this debt and relieve our
German brothers and sisters of this
financial burden, which to some
extent limits their other activities.

As well as the official sessions of
the Conference, it was possible for
National Assembly members to have
many valuable consultations with
other N.S.A. members who are con-
cerned about the same goals. Our
National Assembly consulted with
N.S.A. representatives from Fraunce
and Holland about the work in the
Guianas and Surinam, and were
delighted to learn of a pioneer
from Holland, who is going to
Surinam in the autumn, and a
young French Bah4’i who has volun-
teered for French Guiana. We con-
sulted with Denmark on the work
in Faroes, and welcomed also the
excellent co-operation of Norway in
this work. Representatives of the
N.S.A. of Ttaly consulted with us

about Rhodes and Sardinia; and
representatives from Germany dis-
cussed with us Cyclades and Crete.
It was a busy and valuable week-
end.

In his closing remarks, the Chair-
man of the Conference said, ‘“We
should act as channels through
which the underlying forces of the
universe can influence mankind, so
that all men may be caused to act
in accordance with these underlying
forces which come from the will and
purpose of God. When we leave
here, Hands, Board Members and
National Assembly Members, we
should be able to act as channels
through which Baha’u’llah will cause
these underlying forces to guide
mankind, so that the Bah&a’is and
non-Baha’is can act more according
to these underlying forces, more
according to the law and purpose of
God, so that the Bahd’is in
every country may act according
to the will and purpose of God, and
the non-Bah4’is in that country will
be influenced to act according to the
will and purpose of God.”

CONGRESS IN BRITISH
GUIANA; NATIONAL
SECRETARY TO ATTEND

The Hands of the Faith in
the Western Hemisphere (South
America) have called four Con-
gresses, one to be held in Lima,
Peru, one in Bogota, Colombia, one
in Georgetown, British Guiana, and
one in Buenos Aires, Argentina.
The Congress in Georgetown will
be held on August 20th, 21st and
22nd, 1965. 1Its purpose is ‘‘to
consult and find out the ways and
means to approach the goals
assigned by the Universal House of
Justice for forming a new N.S.A. as
soon as possible. Members of the
Auxiliarv Boards, N.S.A. and
N.T.C. members of Venezuela and
Brazil, and the believers in British
Guiana, French Guiana, Surinam,
Trinidad and Tobago, have all been
invited by the Hands to attend, as
well as a representative of the
British N.S.A.

Mrs. Betty Reed, who will be
going to represent the National
Assembly, will have the responsi-
bility also of consulting with the
local friends and with their help of
going thoroughly into the quest10n<
of acquiring a Haziratu’l-Quds in
jeorgetown, Temple Land near to
Georgetown and an Endowment in
British  Guiana. The Universal
House of Justice has stressed the
importance of acquiring properties
this year, and the purchase of a
Haziratu’l-Quds is urgent, so that
it is ready as the seat of the new
National Spiritual Assembly as soon
as the N S.A. out there is formed
Betty Reed will also take the
opportunity to visit Trinidad, where
there is already one British Baha'i
family, Mr. and Mrs. John Firman,
and to which island the Universal
House of Justice has directed that
we send an additional pioneer this

year. In his last letter to the
British Community, written on
August 30th, 1957, Shoghi Effendi
urged that the Community .
associate itself more closely through
the body of its elected representa-
tives and its future Hands, with
the National and Regional Spiritual
Assemblies on the Kuropean main-
land and in all the other continents
of the globe, and particularly with
the Hands already appointed in both
the Eastern and Western Hemis-
pheres.”” On the way back, Betty
will make a personal visit to
Chicago, to go to the Temple, and
we hope that it will be possible for
her then to see representatives of
the N.S.A. of the United States at
Wilmette, of the N.S.A. of Canada
in Toronto, and at least one of the
Hands of the Cause in New York.
After the consultation in Toronto,
she hopes to return home via Ice-
land, where the N.S.A. of Canada
has the goal of establishing a new
National Spiritual Assembly, and
where a Bah4’i family from Canada,
who came originally from Liverpool,
have recently gone as pioneers.
Betty will be away from London for
thirty days from August 16th. You
can see that the tour will be a busy
one; it fits in between the August
and September meetings of the
National Assembly.

DECLARATIONS

We are very happy to welcome to
the Faith Miss Vivienne Youde
(Youth) of Pontypridd; Miss
Jacqueline Woodhouse of Brlghton
Miss Dorothy E. Cowgill (Youth)
of Nelson; Mrs. Lydia Johns of
Cardiff; Mr. Ronald C. Roe of
London; and Mr. Taras Manavi
(Youth claiming voting rights) of
Sheffield.

PRAYERS FOR THE SAFETY
AND PROTECTION OF
FRIENDS OVERSEAS

We have received news that all
the Friends in the Dominican
Republic, the seat of major dis-
turbances recently, are safe, but all
activities are paralysed; the be-
lievers of El Salvador, a country
recently ravaged by a disastrous
earthquake, are all safe, although
the homes of many of them were:
destroyed; the friends in Vietnam
are continuing to do wonderful work
in a countryy ravaged by fighting.
The National Assembly asks for
your continued prayers for the
friends in all these countries until
conditions are mnormal for them
again.
BELIEVERS WISHING TO
VISIT PERSIA

Baha’is who wish for any reason
to visit Persia need to obtain per-
mission from the National Spiritual
Assembly of Iran. Letters to that
N.S.A. applying for permission
should be sent to the British
National Assembly at 27 Rutland
Gate, London, S.W.7., to be en-
dorsed 1dent1fy1ng you as a Baha'i
and sent on to Persia.
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KNOW YOUR BAHA’l LITERATURE

THE WORLD ORDER OF BAHA'U'LLAH

BOOK REVIEW by MARION HOFMAN

“The World Order of Baha’u’llah’
is a legacy to the Bah4’is and to the
world which our generation can but
dimly appreciate. This series of
essays, written by Shoghi Effendi,
the Guardian of the Bahd’i Faith,
from 1929 to 1936, embody in bold,
vast, and certain outline the pattern
and the evolving momentum of

‘World Order.

It is a unique book, the first and
only one of its kind, for its appear-
ance depended upon a fitting climax
in history and upon the assured
knowledge which only the Guardian
of God’s Faith could bring. Here is
no tentative approach to the events
of our time, no deduction of trend
based upon reasonable observation
and subject to all the limitations of
the human mind. Here, rather, is
the consummate revelation of a pro-
cess, divine and irresistible, which
today is surrounding and motivating
the actions of humanity on the
threshold of its mightiest age—the
epoch of world civilization.

PATHETIC EFFORTS OF
WORLD LEADERS

The seven years which produced
these essays can be seen in retro-
spect as a critical but stagnant
time, when beneath a relative calm
the roots of disintegration were
fastening on every social institution.
In the experience of nations they
represent the culmination of that
period of respite and fatuous
security between two wars, which in
reality was a breeding-ground of
superficial panaceas obscuring the
true and bitter situation. While
some sixty governments renounced
war as an instrument of national
policy, through their indifference,
visionlessness, or unscrupulous acts
they were preparing the most fright-
ful war in recorded history. They
believed or professed to believe, that
peace could be had for no price but
a promise and the ink on a piece of
paper. The intricate and solemn ve-
sponsibilities of interdependence,
and the sacrifices and labours which
the building of a peaceful inter-
national society would require were
passed by with a thoughtlessness
nothing short of suicidal. Barely-re-
pressed hostilities, warning signals
of economic disruption, the intro-
duction of shameless philosophies of
government, and finally the out-
break of conquest in two widely-
separated areas—all were neglected
and glossed over by a world unwill-
ing to abandon its traditional divi-
sions for the dynamic task of uni-
versal reconstruction. ‘“How pathetic

indeed,’”’ came the Guardian’s pene-
trating judgment in 1931, ‘‘are the
efforts of those leaders of human
institutions who, in utter disregard
of the spirit of the age, are striving
to adjust national processes, suited
to the ancient days of self-contained
nations, to an age which must either
achieve the unity of the world, as
adumbrated by Baha’u’lldh, or
perish.”’

FOR BAHA’IS A SEED-TIME

For the Baha’is these seven years
will also be remembered as a seed-
time of relative quiet, not of evil
but of vigorous and fruitful days.
For these were the years immedi-
ately preceding the opening of the
greatest collective enterprise in the
first century of the Faith, the in-
ception of that Divine Plan which is
so intimately entwined with the
world’s destiny. They were, more-
over, in the most literal sense the
last stretch of calm before the Judg-
ment Day. And it was precisely
through the influence of the Guar-
dian’s writings, which poured in a
continuous flow from Haifa, that the
tiny community of followers of
Baha’w’llah  was quickened and
trained to take up its role in the
world-shaking events so soon to be
unleashed upon an unsuspecting
generation.

A VISION OF PERSUASIVE
POWER

As humanity neared its zero-hour
and the clash of irreconcilable forces
loomed ahead, upon the very eve of
that final and universal struggle for
the destruction of outworn systems,
which is still raging and can only
end with the emergence of a world
society, the Guardian of the Baha'i
Faith raised a clear and unequivocal
call summoning men of all nations,
races, classes, and beliefs to a single
and a sacred goal. ‘It is towards
this goal—the goal of a new World
Order, Divine in origin, all-embrac-
ing in scope, equitable in principle,
challenging in its features—that a
harassed humanity must strive.”’

In some such terms as these,
sweeping and irresistible as the
movement of nations at their crucial
hour, we who support the life-germ
of a potent Faith must seek the
meaning of this remarkable guide-
book, ‘The World Order of
Baha’u’llah.”” Toward it Baha’is
have a special responsibility, for
here are contained the indispensable
truths which will clarify and invigo-
rate our every activity. Above all,
here is a vision of persuasive power

—the vision of a world in birth—
whose dynamic impact is certain to
unlock the convictions of masses of
men who, in the not distant future,
will rally to the standard of
Baha’u’llah.

ALL THE FUNDAMENTALS OF
WORLD ORDER

To study this book is to realize
that, within its scope, are all the
fundamentals of World Order. Why
world civilization must be spiritually
based, the unique fusion of Baha-
‘w’llah’s ‘‘regenerating Spirit’”’ with
His ‘‘supreme instrument for the
establishment of the Most Great
Peace,”’ the social principles which
will buttress world society, its root
in the organic oneness of mankind,
its structure and key institutions,
the distinction of this Divine Eco-
nomy from all other religious and
political systems, the authentic
sources and explicit safeguards of
world unity, the significance and
function of World Order as the con-
summation of ‘“‘man’s collective life
on this planet,”’ the challenge of its
inevitable unfoldment to all resis-
tant institutions, America’s pre-
dominant role as its ‘‘champion-
builder,”” the ‘‘fire of ordeal”
through which humanity is bound to
pass with its assured outcome in the
gradual welding together of discor-
dant elements into one all-encom-
passing world commonwealth, and
finally the entrancing vista of a
“Day when the kingdoms of this
world shall have become the King-
dom of Baha’u’llah”’—these are but
some of the themes which the Guar-
dian unfolds in seven matchless
essays.

NO SINGLE WORD
DISPENSABLE

These are pages so packed with
meaning that they cannot by any
effort be truly summarized. In the
writings of Shoghi Effendi no single
word is dispensable. Nothing less
than his own two hundred pages
can encompass the essence of World
Order which he portrays. Nor is
one essay to be preferred above
another, for like the World
Order itself, they are organic and
progressive; each supplements and
evolves the Guardian’s thought with
its own individual purpose and use.
So compact are these chapters, so
revealing, inexhaustible, and often
astonishing, even to Bahd’is, that
they exercise a constant claim and
bestow an ever-renewing stimulus
and joy.

PARTICULAR ESSAYS FOR
PRIOR ATTENTION

Perhaps for those approaching the
Faith of Baha’u’lldh for the first
time, it is wise to point out two sec-
tions in particular, ‘The Goal of a
New World Order’” (1931) and ‘‘The
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Unfoldment of World Civilization’
(1936). The first is a classic state-
ment, perfect and irrefutable, of the
world’s plight, its travail, and the
promise and foundation of the com-
ing Order. It is a statement which
grows more valid with every passing
day, and ought to be known by the
intelligent citizenry of this and
every land. Both essays are without
doubt the creative source of
concepts which even now are trans-
forming and elevating the currents
of .contemporary thought to a recog-
nition of humanity’s coming of age
and the steady unfoldment of world
commonwealth.

Still a third section indispensable
to students is ‘“The Dispensation of
Baha’u’llah’ (1934), giving defini-
tive form to the essentials of Baha’i
belief which are requisite to member-
ship. Yet basic as this chapter is for
students, it has a thousand-fold in-
terest for Bahd’is themselves whose
“first obligation’ is ‘‘to strive to
obtain a more adequate understand-
ing of the significance of Baha-
u’lldh’s  stupendous Revelation.”
Here is the Guardian’s own explan-
ation and measuring-rod of ‘‘certain
fundamental verities . . . which lie
at the basis of our Faith and the
integrity of which it is our first duty
to safe-guard.”” The marvellous vir-
ility of the World Order of Baha-
W’ ldh is vividly glimpsed in this
description of its source and develop-
ment, for ‘“the bedrock on which
this Administrative Order is founded
is God’s immutable Purpose for
mankind in this day.”

IMPACT ON FIRST RECIPIENTS

Those who open ‘‘The World
Order of Bahd’u’llah” for the first
time will always have in store a
vital and lasting experience. Yet it
is something to have lived through
the impact of these messages as
published from year to year, absorb-
ing them with passionate concen-
tration, and discovering within one’s
inmost nature the traces of their
steadily-maturing effect. With con-
summate wisdom and skill the Guar-
dian led out the small band of
Baha’u’llah’s followers, expanding
their wisdom, deepening their under-
standing, rousing their energies, un-
til no longer immersed in the pro-
cesses of a dying civilization they
stood, ready and poised for their
task, upon the threshold of that
new World Order which is the chief
object of Divine Revelation in our
age.

TRANSMUTING POTENCY

The fulfilment of Bahéa’u’llah’s
great remedy for society requires
the instrumentality of conscious and
willing lives who, recognizing in the
daily struggles of our time the birth-
pangs of World Order, will become
its first and loyal citizens. This book
contains the potency to transmute
all those who respond to its import

into men and women for whom ‘‘the
earth is but one country and man-
kind its citizens.” In ‘“The World
Order of Baha’'u’llah’’ the Guardian
of the Baha’i Faith has unloosed in
his readers such energies and hopes
as shall never be stilled until the
wondrous edifice of the Most Great
Peace has been forever reared.

FINANCE

In a letter to the N.S.A. dated
14th June, 1965, the Universal
House of Justice said:

“We are most grateful for the
contributions made by the
N.S.A. and also the TL.S.A.’s
groups and individuals in the
British  Tsles. The burdens
which the International Fund
has to bear are continually
increasing and it is most encour-
aging to see how some N.S.A.’s
are responding to the needs,
and are making every effort they
can to budget the maximum
possible for the world-wide
work of the Faith.”

This is timely encouragement as
our community is now called on for
greater efforts in support of the
Funds than ever before. The
pioneers for our overseas goals must
reach their posts this year, and the
Universal House of Justice has
urged us to acquire the buildings
and lands assigned to us as
quickly as possible so as to release
our energies for jthe intensification
of teaching leading up to world
proclamation. All this needs a lot
of money for which the N.S.A. has
adopted a record budget, mnearly
£23.000, including £10,000 from
donations. Already we have fallen
about £800 behind the level needed
to reach the target. The friends
will be kept informed of the posi-
tion in the Journal and the N.S.A.
appeals to L.S.A.s and groups as
well as to every individual believer
to make the necessary and sustained
sacrifice.

SOME THOUGHTS ON GIVING?
(Continued)

By Ruhiyyih Khanum

“What do we feel when we give
to the Cause of God ? That money,
small or a lot, we know is truly
well-spent. It flows out to bring
good to the world through enabling
the Faith to carry on its work,
execute its plans, publish its litera-
ture, erect its edifices which are
beacons of idealism to despairing
humanity.

“Our institutions, the Hands,
Auxiliary Board Members, the
Universal House of Justice are a
protection and love for all the

world. When we contribute to these
institutions in love and unity in our
local assemblies we reflect the Light
of the Faith even as a mirror
reflects the sun.

“‘Of the many wonderful teachings
in our Faith, one that is overlooked
is that through our prayers we can
change and even revolutionize our
characters. We should take hold of
this strong rope of prayer and haul
ourselves up higher. Therefore, we
can, through prayer, give more to
the Cause. Not only can we give
more to the Cause, not only can we
pray for greater means in order to
give more but also to have the things
change in us, in our characters,
which prevent us from giving—fear
of the future, worry, greed, selfish-
ness or self-indulgence—transmitted
into the opposite—trust in God,
reliance on Him, generosity, un-
selfishness, self-sacrifice.

“This is our Cause, the ocean
that has bathed us with its healing
waters. Back into that ocean should
go some token of our love, however
small, that will enable it to spread
out further and reach other souls
and quicken them with its waters
of eternal life.”

Frankfurt Temple Fund
END OF YEAR TOTALS

Community contributions ... £741
N.S.A. donation ... 1025

Grand total for year ... £1766.

Income from Donations

Budget Actual
To Date

£10,000 £10,000
£9,000 £9,000
£8,000 £8,000
£7,000 £7,000
£6,000 £6,000
£5,000 £5,000
£4,000 £4,000
£3,000 £3,000
£2,500 % £2,000
7 g

£2,000 £1,692
£1,000 % % £1,000

Gap £808



Page Sixteen July, 1965

National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is of the British Isles
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE BUDGETS FOR THE YEAR 122 (1965/6)

INCOME BUDGET ‘ EXPENDITURE BUDGET
From Donations ... £10,000 National Spiritual Assembly, including Salaries,
Refund of Income Tax 3,400 Cables and Telephone, Travelling, Audit and
Interest and Dividends ... 600 Bank Charges, Legal Charges, Postage and
Transfer of Bequests 1,300 Stationery, Journal and Annual Report Con-
Sundry 150 vention, Incorporation Costs ... ... £5,500
Capital PrOJects Fund 2,450 English Teaching Committee 185
Capital 2,210 New Territories Committee 650
In hand at begmnlng of year 2,150 Assembly Assistance Committee ... 500
—— Irish Teaching Committee ... 300
£22,260 Scottish Teaching Committee 650
SR Welsh Teaching Committee : 4% 300
Pioneer Committee (£3,000 Home, £1,500
Overseas) x 4,500
Youth Committees (£100 each) 400
gonsultatlve Committee ... o 75
S TR0 YA RO Y T SR RO YA SA TR SO T A STt WL YOt T O HE e roclamation Committee ... 100
gﬂ oL S gubhc Relations Committee 250
= = ublicity Committee 2 100
§ FEASTS AND COMING EVENTS = gamratulQuds Running Expenses 1.200
= z . = aziratu’l-Quds Repairs and Maintenance ... 540
= inoa 3R (Barieation st s DubliniFagieato -Quds - ... . . . e 300
= August 20—Asmé’ (Names). = Donations to:
g September 8 ‘Tzzat (Might). = i}nternatlo%a,l f‘undt i F d ?88
= : s uropean Continental Fun
= _A one-day School will be held in = African Continental Fund ... 50
= Northampton on 15th August. The = St Cont Faod 50
= theme of the School is ‘‘Universal = 5 merican Continental Fun
= b : g = Frankfurt Temple Fund i 60
= Love’”’ and it will be held at the =
= o = Special Donation to International ‘Fund 500
= Bahd’i Centre, 13 Wood Street. =
F 3 i = European and S. American Committee ... 800
= starting at 10.45 a.m. All Baha’ia = Af d Pacific C
SRR e e e B rica an acific Committee ... 400
= z = Audio Visual Aids Committee 100
=  Week-end School at Bangor on = Tnternational Pioneer Committee for Africa ... 50
S 30th/31st July and 1st August. = Capital Projects :
=  Week-end School at Bren . = British Guiana Haziratu’l-Quds ... 1,500
= Coniston—15th/17th Ocmbzr.twolgc:_ : British Guiana Temple Land . o 1,000
= tails to be announced later. = Endowments in Eire and B. Guiana 200
= E Haziratu’l-Quds in Malawi and Cameroon 400
DSt 0T UL T L T8 T T EC T TR OC T T T NGOt UL Lt T T oL Irish Temple Land 1,000
£22,260

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE No. 1 ACCOUNT
14th May, 1965 to 18th June, 1965 (inclusive)

INCOME [ EXPENDITURE
Donations :— N.S.A.

L.S.A.’s and Groups ... ... £156 13 0 (37)* . Travel N S ()R )
Individuals 713 0 6 (56) Office ... 228 16 10
- X Postage and’ Statlonery 1216 0
£869 13 6 Convention 4 1 4
‘Less Payments against Covenants 1918 9 Annual Report and Journal oo d 47000, 9
—_— Auditors 59 17 0O
£849 14 9 E.T.C. ... 10015 2
Interest and Dividends 69 10 11 Other Home Commlttees 5515 9
Refunds to us:— Overseas Committees ... 59 5 9
Loans 15 0 0 Pioneer Committees ... ... 25518 0
Sundry .. 1 710 Other Committees 2 2 6
Excess Expendlture over Income ... 316 11 4 Sundry ... 6 3
Extraord’nary ... 40 4 6
Income Tax 9 6 0

Monthly Transfers:
H.Q.—Rprs. and Dec. ... s Al 005050
—Running 35 0 0
Donations ... 62 0 0
£1.251 410 £1,251 4 10

* communities contributing: Aberdeen, Belfast, Birmingham, Brighton, Brighton Children, Cambridge, Canterbury,
Cardiff, Cheadle, Dublin, Eccles, Epsom, Exeter, ‘Glasgow Inverness Jersey, Leicester, leerpool London, Malta,
Manchester, Motherwell, Nelson, Newcastle, Norwich, N. Berwick, OXford, Pontypridd, Portsmouth Romford Sa.hsbury,
Southport, Sutton Coldfield, Swansea, Watford, Winchester, Workingham R.D.

Printed by D. E. Alexander & Sons, Ltd. “Spectator” Buildings, Main Street, Bangor, Co. Down, Northern Ireland
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