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upheld and drew them forward, step
by step, until they stood on ground
high enough to afford them a view
of the new country to which they
had been led.

The Baha’i social pattern contains
institutions endowed with specific
functions and powers. These insti-
tutions have an elective membership,
but neither the electors nor the
elected define the institution. It
has been created for them, and they
must learn from its nature what
they are expected to do. The elected
are nine in number, and the func-
tions and powers are of the insti-
tution and not of the person.
They can only serve unitedly, and
the ~union requires discussion and
decision on a level where personality
is unable to go. The institution
stands steadfast, holding the stan-
dard to which persons must con-
form.

ONE JUNIVERSAL CENTRE

Botween the different orders of
institution there is harmony and
creative interaction, because each
has its orbit around the one uni-
versal centre. The local area has
its integrity but this is sustained
not by self-sufficiency but through
dependence upon the larger national
area. Here is another integrity,
another interdependence. The world
area, whence comes the statement
of justice and social principle on
which humanity depends, is repre-
sented by an elective world insti-
tution.

The man of pure faith can accept
this new order because it emanates
from the source of prayer and truth,
and expresses the qualities of true
ethics in action. The man of
1ational intelligence can accept it
because the Bahd’i order creates
world unity, endows peace with its
necessary powers, preserves the
integrity of the small and weak
locality, and makes religion justify
itself as the champion of human
rights, lawgiver, and source of the
virtues and qualities which give
meaning to human life.

MORE THAN A PATTERN

But Baha’i administration is more
than a pattern. It is likewise an
agency for the transformation of
individuals and social groups. It is
a power, descended to human ex-
perience, which no human agency
can control. How tenderly this
consummation began ! ‘At this
early hour when the morning light
is just breaking upon the Holy
Land, whilst the gloom of the dear
Master’s bereavement is still hang-
ing thick upon the hearts, I feel
as if my soul turns in yearning
love and full of hope to that great
company of His loved onces across
the seas, who now share with us all
the agonies of His separation.”
(January 21, 1922). ‘How great is
the need at this moment when the
promised outpourings of His grace
are ready to be extended to every
soul, for us all to form a broad
vision of the mision of the Cause

to mankind, and to do all in our
power to spread it throughout the
world.”” ‘“‘Hence the vital necessity
of having a local Spiritual Assembly
in every locality where the number
of adult declared believers exceeds
nine, and of making provision for
the indirect election of a Body that
shall adequately represent the in-
terests of all the friends and
Assemblies throughout the Ameri-
can continent.” ‘‘So great is the
importance of these Assemblies that
once ‘Abdu’l-Bahi after having
Himself and in His own handwriting
corrected the translation .
directed him (the translator) in a
Tablet to submit the above-named
translation to the Spiritual Assem-
bly of Cairo, that he may seek
from them before publication their
approval and consent.’” (March 5,
1922). ““The importance, nay the
absolute necessity of these local
Assemblies is manifest when we
realize that in the days to come
they will evolve into the local House
of Justice, and at present provide
the firm foundation on which the
structure of the Master’s Will is
to be reared in future.” (March 12,
1923).

OUR MISSION IS MOST URGENT

The deterioration of worldly
affairs was pointed out to the
believers with an urgent reminder
of their mission: ‘Let us pray to
God that in these days of world-
encircling gloom, when the dark
forces of nature, of hate, rebellion,
anarchy and reaction are threaten-
ing the very stability of human
society, when the most precious
fruits of civilization are undergoing
severe and unparalleled tests, we
may all realize, more profoundly
than ever, that though but a mere
handful amidst the seething masses
of the world, we are in this day the
chosen instruments of God’s grace,
that our mission is most urgent and
vital to the fate of humanity, and,
fortified by these sentiments, arise
to achieve God’s holy purpose for
mankind.”” (November 14, 1923).
“‘Humanity, torn with dissension
and burning with hate, is crying at
this hour for a fuller measure of
that love which is born of God, that
love which in the last resort will
prove the one solvent of its incal-

culable difficulties and problems.”

““‘And as we make an effort to
demonstrate that love to the world
may we also clear our minds of any
lingering trace of wunhappy mis-
understandings that might obscure
our clear conception of the exact
purpose and methods of this new
world order, so challenging and
complex, yet so consummate and
wise . . . The various Assemblies,
local and national, constitute today
the bedrock upon the strength of
which the Universal House of
Justice i1s in future to be firmly
established and raised. Not until
these funcuion vigorously and har-
moniously can the hope for the
termination of this period of
transition be realized . . . Nothing
short of the spirit of a true Baha’i
can hope to reconcile the principles
of mercy and justice, of freedom
and submission, of the sanctity of
the right of the individual and of
self-surrender, of vigilance, dis-
cretion and prudence on the one
hand, and fellowship, candour, and
courage on the other.” (February
23, 1924).

THE ERA OF SPIRITUAL

REALITY HAS DAWNED

_The process of world transforma-
tion has not been completed. Truth
and ethical principle are still to be
recognized as the law of nations and
the foundation of economics. But
in these letters the beginning is
revealed, the light disclosed, the
path made manifest. The world can
see an authority which is in essence
entire obedience to God, and a
power which is nothing else than
the protector of man. The era of
spiritual reality has dawned, and
the world must increasingly reflect
the condition of a heavenly realm.

With a prayer and a dedication
this record concludes. In his lament
uttered after the death of Bahiyyih
Khantim, the Guardian addressed
to her spirit these words: ‘“What-
ever betide us, however distressing
the vicissitudes which the nascent
Faith of God may yet experience,
we pledge ourselves, before the
mercy-seat of thy glorious Father,
to hand on, unimpaired and un-
divided, the glory of that tradition
of which thou hast been its most
brilliant exemplar.” (July 17, 1932).

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY’S

INEWS LETTER

PASSING OF HAND OF
THE CAUSE OF GOD,
MR. LEROY I10AS

On July 23rd we received the
following cable from the Universal
House of Justice:

“GRIEVE ANNOUNCE PASSING
OUTSTANDING HAND CAUSE
LEROY IOAS STOP HIS LONG
SERVICE BAHA’'I COMMUNITY
UNITED STATES CROWNED

ELEVATION RANK HAND
FAITH PAVING WAY HISTORIC
DISTINGUISHED SERVICES
HOLY LAND STOP APPOINT-
MENT FIRST SECRETARY
GENERAL INTERNATIONAL
BAHA’T COUNCIL PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVE GUARDIAN
FAITH TWO INTERCONTINEN-
TAL CONFERENCES ASSOCI-
ATION HIS NAME BY BELOVED
GUARDIAN OCTAGON DOOR
BABS SHRINE TRIBUTE SUPER-
VISORY WCRK DRUM DOME
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THAT HOLY SEPULCHRE NOT-
ABLE PART ERECTION INTER-
NATIONAL ARCHIVES BUILD-
ING ALL ENSURE HIS NAME
IMMORTAL ANNATS FAITH
STOP LAID TO REST BAHA’I
CEMETERY CLOSE FELLOW
HANDS ADVISE HOLD BEFITT-
ING MEMORIAL SERVICES

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF
JUSTICE.” -
A National Memorial Service

arranged by the National Assembly,
at which the Hand of the Cause of
God, Mr. John Ferraby spoke of
Leroy’s great services to the Faith,
was held at the Haziratu’l-Quds, on
July 31st, 1965, and was attended
by a large number of the bhelievers
from far and near.

At the request of the National
Assembly, Memorial Services for
Mr. Toas were arranged by Local
Assemblies throughout Great Britain
at which tribute was paid to this
worthy  servant of Baha'ullih.
whose thoughts and energies, to the
very end, were dedicated to the
service of the Cause.

DENMARK AND FINLAND

The Chairman of the National
Spiritual Assembly, John Long, has
just been on a nine-day flying visit
to Denmark. and Finland in the

any of forty British shoe manu-
facturers to visit shoe factories in
these countries. As a result of
contacting the two N.S.A.s in
advance he was able to address five
Bah4’i meetings — one in Copen-
hagen, three in Tampere and one in
Helsinki—much to the delicht of
the friends in these places for,
especially in  Finland, Baha’i
visitors from abroad are quite rare.

All five meetings were very well”

attended and the public ones drew
new contacts as a result of their
being advertised. In Tampere he
held two press conferences, one
Baha’i and one shoe trade, both
were written up in the local papers
and the Finnish friends were parti-
cularly thrilled as this was the first
time a Tampereen paper had given
details of the teachings of Baha’u’l-
1dh. Only one or two of the shoe
manufacturers in the party knew
in advance that John was filling his
“free time” in this way and the
others were astonished on arriving
in Tarhpere to.find . posters on the
public  boardings around the town
on which John Long’s name
appeared in large letters; this led
to several inquiring more about the
Faith during the remainder of his
trip.
HARLECH SUMMER SCHOOL
Nearly 200 of the friends attended
the eighth summer school at Coleg
Harlech, those who could not be
accommodated in the Cellege itself
finding  lodgings in
Amongst  those there were fhree

Harlech.

Board Members as well as Bahéd’is
from Germany, Iceland and Portugal
and a big contingent from Ireland.
The programme was a ‘heavy’ one,
but was greatly appreciated by all.
A fuller report on the school will
appear in a subsequent issue of
the Baha’i Journal and one will also
be printed in the German ‘‘Bahi’i
Briele.”

NATIONAL SECRETARY’S

OVERSEAS MISSION

Our National Secretary, Betty
Reed, left for Trinidad on August
17th, en route for British Guiana
to. carry out the important tasks
referred to in our last News Letter.
Her itinerary has been revised to
include a visit to Paramaribo in
Surinam for we have as one of our
goals in the 9-Year Plan to
establish the N.S.A. of the Guianas
(British and French) and Surinam
(Dutch), consultation with the
N.S.A. of the U.S.A. at Green Acre
and a visit to Knight of Bah4’u’llah
Eskil ILjungberg in the Faroes
Islands where it is hoped she will
be able to address the first Bahai
public meeting with as interpreter
one of the friends who will be
brought all the way from Spitz-
bergen by the Norwegian N.S.A. for
this purpose. Because these visits

FRANKFURT TEMPLE

Total contributions from
British Community
March 21—August 2

only £122 45 0d
The friends are reminded
that the Mother Temple of
Europe still needs our support.

can be made by breaking her return
journey no extra costs for travel
are involved but in order to fit them
in Betty has had to sacrifice the
personal visit to the Temple in
Wilmette to which she was so
looking forward.

g SECRETARIAL

ARRANGEMENTS

The N.S.A. has appointed Miss
Jeanette Robbin, a Bah&’i from
Prince George’s County, Maryland,
near Washington, D.C., as admini-
strative assistant to the National
Secretary. We warmly welcome
Jeanette to the British community
and to the National Office staff

_ where she will fill a position which
: .has been:vacant for so many months

~and provide such badly needed help
_ for the National Secretary.

During the time Betty Reed is
on her mission abroad, the N.S.A.
has arranged for John Long to
handle all secretarial matters. A
temporary ‘National = Office’ will

bperate from Coleg Harlech during -

the fortnight of the Harlech Summer
School, and John and Vera Long
will then move to the Haziratu’l-

Quds for the remaining ten days
until Betty returns.

DECLARED A COVENANT
BREAKER

The Hands of the Cause of God
resident in the Holy Land have
pronounced and the Universal House
of Justice has confirmed their
announcement that the Pakistani,
Mr. Amin Chaudhary, has been
declared a Covenant-breaker. This
man is living in England, his last
known address was in High
Wycombe, Bucks. He is around 40
vears of age, and sometimes gives
the name of ‘“Mr. Amin’’, sometimes
that of ‘“Muhammad Amin’’. He
has been active in Pakistan as a
follower of Mason Remey. He may
claim to be a Bah&’i or, on the
other hand, he may at first give the
impression that he is not a Bahd’i
but is a person interested in the
Bah4’i Faith. He is of Islamic
background.

He should not be admitted to any
gathering of Bahd’is, not even to
a public meeting, or a fireside to
which the public have been invited.
If he comes to any Baha’i home, he
should not be invited in; if he is
not recognised at first and is
accepted into the house or meeting
then he should courteously but with
complete firmness and without hes’-
tation, be shown out. No' one
should get involved in any conver-
sation or discussion with him. He
should not be sold Bahd’i books. In
short, there must be no association
with this man whatsoever.

‘Abdu’l-Baha gave the following
counsel concerning Covenant-
breakers: ‘“And now, one of the
greatest and most fundamental
principles of the Cause of God is
to shun and avoid entirely the
Covenant-breakers, for they will
utterly destroy the Cause of God,
exterminate His Law and render of
no account all efforts exerted in the
past. O friends ! It behoveth you
to call to mind with tenderness the
trials of His Holiness, the [Exalted
Ome and show your fidelity to the
Ever-Blest Beauty. The utmost
endeavour must be exerted lest all
these woes, trials and afflictions,
all this pure and sacred blood that
hath been shed so profusely in the
- Path of God, may prove to be in
vain.

O ye beloved of the Lord ! Strive
with all your heart to shield the
Cause of God from the onslaught
of the insincere, for souls such as
these cause the straight to become
crooked and all benevolent efforts
to produce contrary results.”” And
again, “Why (do) the blessed and
spiritual souls who are firm and
steadfast, shun the company of
degenerate persons. This is because
that just as the bodily diseases,
like consumption and cancer, are
“ contagious, likewise, the spiritual
diseases ‘are also infectious . . .”

~(“Covenant of Baha'w'llih’’; p. 139

OIBELC and: . 137)-



Page Twelve

September, 1965

FINANCE

Confident that the British Baha’i
Community would rise to the thrill-
ing challenge of the Nine Year Plan
in the tasks set us in both the
national and international fields we
estimated the financial needs for
this year and budgeted for an
expenditure almost double that
which we have had to meet in any
previous year, totalling £22,260.

Largely, as a result of bequests

British Guiana and in Eire)
means that we mneed con-
siderably more immediately for our

Capital Projects Fund than we
budgeted to receive in the full
year !

The National Spiritual Assembly
asks every individual Baha’i, every
Assembly and every group to review
the extent of their contributions to
both the National Fund and the
Capital Projects Fund and to make

In this connection we welcome a
reminder from Canterbury L.S.A.
that those who possess bank
accounts will find the use of a
Banker’s order the easiest way to
make regular contributions.

Income from Donations

3 = real sacrifices nNOw in order to Budget
we have received and the refund of increase their contributions to each. = Tﬁc%I:tle
income tax which we will get in T Pt - T
respect of donations made under U set uslr(;_llnem elftJe vtv‘or Sho ht'e
covenants we were able to budget auvenga o e OB h]%?"m%vmlt eir £10,000 £10,000
for income from donations from the il)lessage to ‘the A prld Gaf
friends to the National lund at the ecember 18, 1963 :— £9.000 £9.000
relatively modest figure of £10,000 “Contributing to the Fund is a 7 ¥
—a figure which the British com- service that every believer can
£8,000 £8,000
munity has reached before, plus the render, be he poor or wealthy ; for ) >
equally modest figure of £2,450 this is a spiritual responsibility
from special donations towards the in which the amount given is not £7,000 £7,000
many Capital Projects we have to important. It is the degree of the
finance under the Plan. sa_,criﬁce_ of the giver, th? love £6,000 £6,000
Now, nearly six months of the with which he makes his gift and
financial year have passed and con- the unity of all the friends in this £5,000 £5,000
tributions to the National Fund soryice wah,,wm bring spiritual i X
from individuals, groups and Assem- CoR g £4,000 £4,000
E}}lies Tl'le already someb£é,5(z()dless then search our hearts, each one 1 ¢
an e 1ncome we budgeted to 1
receive in that period andgin addi- z}fleus:sa?;’ifgge: h;zhi;igﬁtargnlgaﬁgg i //// i
tion contributions to the Capital send our contributions, no matter 7
Projects Fund have been very few. h a T £3,000 |p7 2 £2,279
e ot e Y i ow small, to the National Trea // //
niversa -er, | Macdonald, 75 E C 2
House of Justice that we endeayvour fﬁ;; rh(j}elf:;l:,s Eﬁiﬁtﬂ%_ 40115%;33, £2,000 ;/7,, %/ £2,000
fl‘;l digriﬁisi’l:g E};ieac?plﬁa’ll 1(31'0(1190?8 and 1(:orll’cinueh’r,o sem‘ll1 contlﬁbuticilns % 7
1 ) la ziratu’l-Quds in regularly each month so that this £1,000 |7 % £1,000
:Eﬂlre, n B_"Itlsh Guiana, in Came- community may, once more, through ; /% %
roons and in Malawi; Temple Lan.d the bounty of Bahéd’u’llah, achieve k ;
and a National Endowment both in these tremendous goals. Gap £1,465
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE No. 1 A/C.
19/6/65—4/8/65 (incl.)
INCOME EXPENDITURE
Donations :— N.S.A. :
L.S.A.’s and Groups £216 18 0 (34) Travel £116 17 0
Individvals ... 701 12 0 (75) Office ... 257 2 1
—_—— Tel. and Cables o 511 4
£918 10 0 | Post and Stationery 24 18 10
Less Payments against Covenants 331 8 9 Convention . 40 0 O
-~ Journal o 518 11
£587 1553 Gouldens (special) 107 2 0
Interest and Dividends 42 2 0 Extraord. 5711 0
Refunds to us:— Other Home Committees 18 5 0
Loans S0 Eur. S.A. Committee 236 10 0
Sundry ... 213 3 Pioneer Committee 220 12 9
Excess expenditure over income 1010 13 O Af. Pac. Committee 10 0
Assembly Assistance Committe 69 12 0
New Territories 2901
Youth Committees 2 70
Sundry 9 9 2
Monthly transfers:—
H.Q.—Reprs. and Dec. ... 100 0 0O
—Running 200 0 O
Donations 126 0 0O
£1647 9 6 £1647 9 6

Communities contributing :—Birmingham, Belfast, Bournemouth, Brighton, Cambridge, Canterbury, Dublin, Eccles,
Edinburgh, Epsom, Exeter, Hove, Inverness, Jersey, Larne R.D., Leicester, Liverpool, London, Malta, Nelson, Nor-
wich, Nottingham, Oxford, Pontypridd, Poole, Portsmouth, Salisbury, Sheffield, Southport, Sutton Coldfield, Swansea.

Torquay, Watford, Winchester.
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