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leaders whose "conduct conforms to 
their profession." 

,Moral downfall 
The fundamental problem of our 

age is that, to quote Baha'u'llah, 
"the way of God and the religion 
of God have ceased to be of worth 
in the eyes of men. " From the 
"weakening of the pillars of true 
religionlT has come a moral down­
fall, signs of which meet us at 
every turn. To this moral downfall 
we must trace "the spread of law­
lessness, drunkenness, and crime' 
the inordinate love of pleasure 
irresponsible towards 'mar­
riage, the weakening of parental 
control, the deterioration in the 
standard of literature and the press , 
the advocacy of theories that are 
the negation of purity, morality 
a nd chasti tv. " 

llhree false gods 
For the worship of the one true 

God mankind has 
among many minor idols 
chief false gods: r a c i li s m 
nationalism communism . But 
place of these "false and war­
engendering doctrines" will come 
eventually a recognition of thp. sav­
ing truths proclaimed by Baha­
'u' llah , such as: "Bend your minds 
and wills to the education of the 
peoples ... of the earth that ... 
all may become the up­
holders of one order." ('Beware 
lest the desires of the flesh and of 
a corrupt inclination provoke div­
isions among you ." 

Humanity now adolescent 
Humanity is now passing through 

the adolescent stage in its develop­
ment, a stage marked, as in the 
development of the individual, by 
"tumult, impetuosity, pride, self­
assurance and contempt of discip­
line. " From this stage mankind 
will emerge into maturity, when 
the ideals of the Baha'i Faith will 
become a reality . 

St9JPS to the great consummaticln 
In conclusion Shoghi Effendi 

traces the steps which will lead to 
this great consummation, steps 
which must of necessity be taken 
gradually. They lead at first to 
the establishment of the "Lesser 
Peace", "which the nations of the 
earth, as yet unconscious of (Baha­
'u' llah's) Revelati0n and yet un­
wittingly enforcing the general 
principles which He has enunciated, 
will themselves establish." This 
step "will bring in its wake the 
sp;ritualization of the masses, con­
sequent to the recognition of the 
character, and the acknowledgement 
of the claims, of the Faith of Baha­
'u'llah-the essential condition to 
that ultimate fusion of all races, 
creeds, classes, and nations whi"eh 
must signalize the emergence of 
His New World Order ... Then 
will a world of civilization be born, 
flourish, and perpetuate itself, a 
civilization with a fullness of life 
such as the world has never seen 

nor can as yet conceive." 
vVith faith in such a goal it be­

comes the duty of the followers of 
to "labor serenely, con­

fIdently and unremittingly to lend 
. . . assistance to the operation of 
the forces which, as marshalled by 
Baha'u'llah, are lead;ng humanity 
out of the valley of misery and 
shame to the loftiest summits of 
power and glory." 
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CALLING BAHA'I CHILDREN 

The Editor of "Junior Baha'is" 
Children's Magazine, Deb a r a h 
Maton, aged 12, would be glad to 
hear from you and to receive 
articles , stories or Doems. Her 
aCldress is:-

"The Nutteries. " 
Primrose Lane Lake. 

Near Liss. 

Understanding the cause of God 
MOST of us are conscious of our 

vital neei to deepen in the 
Cause - a process which must be 
continual and active if we are to 
discharge our Baha'i obligations 
with ever increasing effect. 

We need a ll the help available 
to us in this process- our first need 
being to understand and love the 
Sacred Writings so that we can 
act ever more effectively in accord­
ance with them and "move in the 
atmosphere of God's Holy Will." 

Towards this end there is a 
wealth of help and guidance to be 
obtained from the Divine FraO'­
rances permeating the \vritings 
the Hands of the Cause of God. 

Do we turn to th ::JJe writino's 
often enough as wo strive to 
deepen our understanding of the 
many aspects of our Faith, either 
in private or in our community 
study? For instance, in seeking to 
increase our firmness in the Cove­
nant through a deeper grasp of its 
significance and meaning-a need 
so vital to us all-do we turn for 
help to the books "All things made 
New" by Mr. J 0 h n Ferraby, 
"Baha'u'llah" by Mr. Hasan 
Balyuzi , "Religion for Mankind' , 
by Mr. Horace Holley . Or again , 

when we find difficulty in under­
standing the true purpose and 
function of the Spiritual Assembly 
de we turn for enlightenment to 
that beautiful word-picture "Baha'i 
Assem blies" in "Religion for 
Mankind" ? 

" . .. This d y n ami c spiritual 
leaven cast into the life of the 
world for the reorientation of the 
minds of men, the edification of 
their souls and the rectification of 
their conduct."* - this profound 
description by the beloved Guardian 
of Baha'u' llah's "Hidden Words" 
becomes clearer to us through the 
i.nspired essays and meditations cf 
Mr . George Townshend. Perusal of 
his writings cannot but help in 
deepening our understanding of 
what is expec s as Baha'is 
and in adding to our joy as we 
endeavour to achieve this goal. 

All the Hands of the Causeof God 
are engaged continually in widening 
the doors of understanding for each 
one of us. Let us then inhale the 
'Divine Fragrances' of their many 
\T; ritings to the enlightenment of our 
minds and the spiritualization of 
our souls. 

* "God Passes By", p. 140. 
JOAN GRJ£GORY. 

,NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASS,EMBLY'S 
INEWS L,ETTER 
NATIONAL SPIRITUAL 
ASSEMBLY'S NEWS LETTER 
GREETINGS FROM OVERSEAS 

The National Secretary arrived 
back in London on the evening of 
Tuesday, September 14th, bringing 
greet; ngs from the Hand of the 
Cause of God, Mr. Jalal Khaze, all 
the Friends in British Guiana, and 
personal greetings from Bob and 
Chris Hallam and Linda; from the 
B aha' is in Trinidad; from the 
National Assembly of the United 
States (personal greetings from 
Dan and Nancy Jordan) and the 
Friends at the Green Acre Summer 
School; from the Baha'is of Reyk­
javik, I celand ; from Eskil Ljunberg 
and Gudrun Ofstegaard (member of 
the N.S.A. of Norway) in Faroes; 

and from Jackie and Daryoush 
Mehrabi in Orkney. It was a won­
derful trip, exciting, stimulating, a 
bit exhausting. 
PREPARATION FOR NEW 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

Much work must be done in the 
Guianas in preparation for the for­
mation of the new N.S.A. If local 
assemblies could be established this 
coming Ridvan in Paramaribo (Suri­
nam) and Cayenne (F r e n c h 
Guiana), it might be possible to 
seek the approval of the Universal 
House of Justice for the N.S.A. of 
the Guianas to be formed at Rid­
van 1967; and then we might 
proudly see the members of the 
Guianese N.S.A. taking part in the 
election at Ridvan 1968 of the Uni­
versal House of Justice. There is a 
strong nucleus in Paramaribo, but 
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at the moment t here is not even one 
Baha'i in Cayenne . Betty Reed will 
be in Paris over the week-end 
October 23rd/24th, to consult with 
the N.S.A. of France about the re­
opening of Cayenne and the de­
velopment of French Guiana. Your 
prayers for the Guianas would be 
much appreciated. 

FAROES 

The weather in Faroes was so 
bad that Betty was delayed one 
more day in Iceland and did not 
arrive in time for the public meet­
ing in Torshavn, but Eskil and 
Gudrun continued as planned. When 
Betty did arrive in Torshavn, some 
very useful exploratory work was 
done. We have the responsibility of 
establishing a local assembly in 
Faroes as a goal of the Nine Year 
Plan , and it is essential that a 
pioneer goes out to help Eskil as 
quickly as possible. Pioneer offers 
should be made to the Pioneer 
Comm:ttee . 

Gudrun Ofstegaard, who came 
from Svolver in Norway, not from 
Spitzbergen as was mentioned by 
mistake in the last issue of the 
Baha'i Journal," combined her visit 
to Faroes with a teaching trip in 
Norway, a meeting of the Nor­
wegian N .S.A. and a "Faroese 
Evening" in the Baha'i Centre in 
Copenhagen. Our warm thanks go 
to tho National Assemblies of Nor­
way and Denmark for the:r fin e co­
op~ration in this Faroese project, to 
which they also both contributed 
financiall:v. The N.S.A. of Norway 
mentioned to us that Spitzbergen is 
still open and they are urgently 
seeking a pioneer who can settle 
there. 
APPOINTMENT OF NEW 

COMMITTEES 
The National Assembly met over 

the week-end September 17th/19th 
and again over the week-end 
October 2nd/3rd. The first steps 
were taken in preparation for the 
commemoration in 1967 /8 of the 
Centenary of Baha'u'lIah's proclam­
at:on of His Message to the kings 
and rulers of the world , by the 
appointment of a Proclamation 
Committee, a Publicity Committee 
and five individuals to cover an im­
portant aspect of public relations. 

The growing need for a national 
committee concerned with Baha'i 
education of children, has led to the 
appointment of a Ch:ld Education 
Committee. 

A special sub-committee of the 
National Assembly itself has been 
set up to act as a Community De­
velopment Committee, which will 
relieve the Teaching Committees of 
development work and allow them 
to concentrate on direct teaching 
activity. This is a step which the 
N.S.A. eagerly hopes will lead to a 
r apid increase in new believers, 
through increased teaching activity 

in every part of the British Isles. 
The functions of the Pioneer Com­
mittee and the Home Front Teach­
ing Committees h ave been further 
clarified, and although the Teach­
ing Committees - the Assembly 
Ass; stance Teaching Committee for 
England, the Scottish Teaching 
Committee, the Welsh Teaching 
Committee and the Irish Teaching 
Committee-will still need to know 
the numerical position in assemblies 
so that they are aware of the man­
power available for teaching, it;s 
the Pioneer Comm:ttee which has 
the responsibility for the mainte­
nance of local assemblies. The 
National Assembly has asked all 
local assemblies to let their respec­
tive national Teaching Committee 
and also the Pioneer Committee 
know if and when the:v fall below 
numbers. These Committees will all 
work in close associat:on with each 
other. 

Members appointed to these Com­
mittees are: 

Proclamation Committee - Mr. 
Weston G. Huxtable, Mr. Charles 
Macdonald and Mr. John Morley. 
Terms of reference: To recommend 
to the National Assembly plans to 
carry out the Universal House of 
Justice's directives in connection 
with th€ Proclamation of the Faith 
during the entire Centenary period, 
September-October 1967 - Ridvan 
1968, bear:ng in mind the Guar­
dian's l\1:essage in connection with 
the celebration of the centenary of 
the birth of the Baha'i Era, in 
1944. 

Publicity Committee-Mr. Derek 
Cock shutt, Mrs. Amy Hargreaves, 
Mrs. Margaret Hellicar and 1\1r. 
Aldie Robarts. Terms of reference: 
To educate all the communities in 
the obtaining and use of publicity; 
to provide pubFcity material to 
local communities and give them 
guidance and assistance in the secur­
ing of publicity; to explore all 
means by which a greater use can 
be made of the national press, radio 
and television; to secure better use 
of loca l facilities, with emphasis on 
the local press; to keep an eye on 
any nat:on-wide activities which are 
promoting any of the universal 
principles proclaimed by Baha'u'llah, 
such as International Co-operation 
Year, with a view to encouraging 
all Baha'i communities to use the 
opportunities thus presented for ex­
panding their range of contacts. 

In the field of Public Relations: 
Mrs. Shomais Afnan, Mrs. Lizbeth 
Greeves , Mr. John More-N;sbett 
and Mrs. Jane Villiers-Stuart. 
Terms of Reference: To assist the 
National Assembly by making 
friends for the Faith so as to make 
it possible to carry . out Shoghi 
Effendi's directives, included in the 
terms of reference of the Proclam­
ation Committee: 

Child Educat;on Committee 
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Mrs. Audrey Cameron, Mrs. Alicia 
Cardell, Mrs. Aqdas Javid, Mrs. 
Mary Kouchekzadeh and Mrs. Lyn 
Maton. Terms of Reference: To 
assist parents to a better under­
standing of their responsibilities 
with regard to the Baha'i education 
of their children and to help them 
to carry out their xesponsibilities; 
to ass: st local assemblies to a better 
understanding of their responsibili­
ties and to help local assemblies­
and also groups-in the organising 
of children's classes and other child 
education activities ; to consider any 
other means which would help to in­
tegrate the children of Baha'i par­
ents Oncluding children whose par­
ents are not in this country) into 
the Baha'i community; to make 
available to those needing it a 
knowledge of what material is 
avai labl e in respect of child educa­
tion . 

Community D evelopment Com­
mittee-Dr. Abbas Afnan, Mrs. 
Betty Reed and Mr. John Wade. 
Terms of Reference: To deal with 
internal problems which have arisen 
in commun:ties, other than such 
personal problems as marital diffi­
culties and divorce; to develop and 
strengthen officers and members of 
local spiritual assemblies; to con­
sider better utilisation of the facili­
ties for training which already 
exist. 

CLARIFICATION OF FUNCTIONS 
OF NEW TERRITORIES 
TEACHING COMMITTEE AND 
ASSEMBLY ASSISTANCE 
TEACHING COMMITTEE 

Different aspects of the teach:ng 
work in England have been en­
trusted to these two Committees: 
the N.T.T.C. is responsible for a ll 
teaching work in the goal towns, 
in organised groups and amongst 
isolated believers. The A.A.T.C. 's 
work is to help local assemblies to 
expand their teaching activities, 
and this includes help with any 
'extension teaching project' which 
a local assembly may be undertak­
ing in a nearby town which is not a 
goal town. The New Territories 
Committee will call on local assem­
blies to help to support teaching 
activity in the goal towns, but it is 
the Committee itself which isre­
sponsible to the N.S.A. for the for-
~,ation of local assemblies in the 
goal towns. If any local assembly 
wants help with its teaching work, 
it should turn to the A.A.T.C. Be­
lievers in goal towns, in groups 
(other than those which are 'exten­
sion projects' of nearby L.S.A's) or 
isolated, should work closely with 
the New Territories Committee. The 
Secretaries of these Committees 
are: 

New Territories Committee: Mrs. 
Betty Goode, 8 Knowle Road, Weep­
ing Cross, Stafford. Assembly 
Assistance Teaching Committee: 
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Mrs. Lois Hainsworth, 10 Church 
Road, Horsforth, Nr . Leeds , Yorks. 

CH·ANGE OF SECRETARY, 
PIONEER COMMITTEE 

Mrs. Margaret Bachrich has 
taken over from Mrs. Rose Wade 
the secretaryship of the Pioneer 
Committee. Margaret's address is 
19 The Orchard, Tayleshill, Ewell, 
Surrey. 

DECLARATIONS 

We warmly welcome to the Faith 
Mr. Henry H. Dolphin and Mr. 
Percy N . Barry of Georgetown, 
British Guiana; Mrs. Carol M. L. 
Haynes of Romford; Mr. Thomas 
A. Cooper of Liverpool; Miss Lesley 
E. Gibson of Belfast; Mrs. Sarah 
E. Egar of Carr:ckfergus, N. ~re­
land; Mrs. Helen Lamb of Edin­
burgh; Miss Gladys McManus of 
York; Mr . Graham Davie of Burn­
ley; John T. Raine of Edinburgh , 
Michael J. Con 1 son of Dyffryn 
Ardudwy, both Youth; and Hazel 
Aikman of Gilnahirk. N. Ireh"md 
and Vahideh Goharriz of Sutton 
Cold field , both Youth claiming vot­
ing rights. 

INTERNATIONAL 
CO-OPERATION YEAR, 1965 

The year 1965 has been specially 
designated International Co-opera­
tion Year, and sixty member states 
of the U .N. have committees cele­
brating I.C.Y. The Baha'is of Bel­
fast, Bangor, N. Ireland, Burnley 
and Bristol are amongst those 
actively engaged in I.C.Y. activities. 
The National Assembly has contri­
buted from the Charity Fund £50 
to the I.C.Y. London Headquarters 
to further the aims of I.e.Y., which 
are entirely consistent with Baha'i 

'l'eachings. The N .S .A. has sent in­
formation about I.C.Y. to all our 
local assemblies, and we urge all 
Baha'is to play an active part in 
I.C.Y. activities before the end of 
the year. 
INFORMATION ABOUT 

EXISTING TAPE RECORDINGS 
FOR A "TAPE BANK" 

The National Assembly is eager 
to know of all existing tape record­
ings which are worthy of being 
copied and put into a "Tape Bank" 
from which they could be borrowed 
for teaching, deepening or training 
purposes. Would everyone who has 
tape recordings which they are pre­
p ared to share :n this way, please 
send to Joe Jameson, 78 Wingrove 
Road, Newcastle 4, a brief descrip­
tion of what is on each tape, and 
the length of time it runs? 

FINANCE 

Despite a generous response from 
a few L.S.A's and individuals to 
the N.S.A's appeal, the gap between 
donat:ons and the target figure has 
widened still further and now after 
six months stands at £1,840. 

If we are to close the gap, and 
surely we must, the rate of giving 
will have to be doubled over the 
next six months. 

To offset this rather gloomy pic­
ture, support for the Capital Pro­
ject s Fund is increasing. The total 
of £1,240 this year includes a don­
ation of £500 from a Baha'i couple 
serving in the pioneering field , part 
of the proceeds of the sale of a new 
house, but wh:ch they felt moved 
to send. The N.S.A. was much 
moved by this devoted sacrifice 
which must surely attract rich 
bounties from Baha'u'llah. 
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BOOKS FOR REFERENCE 
LIBRARY 
The National Spiritual Assembly 

of the Baha'is of the Indian Ocean 
is seeking books which are likely to 
be of value for the Reference Lib­
rary they are building up, especially 
those volumes which are valuable 
teaching and deepening material but 
may be out of print . If you would 
like to help them, please send your 
book(s) to Major H . C. Charles, 
Secretary of the Africa/Pacific 
Committee, 7 Anton Road, And­
over, Hants. 

I ncome from Donations 
Budget 

£10,000 

£9,000 

£8,000 

£7,000 

£6,000 

£5,000 

£4,700 

£4,000 

£3,000 

£2,000 

£1,000 

Gap £1,840 

Actual 
To Date 

£10,000 

£9,000 

£8,000 

£7,000 

1:6,000 

£5,000 

£4,000 

£3,000 

£2,860 

£~,ooo 

£1,000 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE No.1 ACCOUNT 

5th August, 1965 to 12th September, 1965 (inclusive) 
-----------------------------------------------------

INCOME 
Donations :--

L.S.A.'s and Groups 
Individuals 

l ess Payments against Covenants 

Interest and Dividends 
Refunds to us:-­

Loans 
Sundry 

Harlech S.S. Auction 
Journal and News 
Sundry 
Excess Expenditure over Income 

£132 10 0 (32) 
466 15 6 (60) 

- - --- -
£599 5 6 

19 6 6 

£579 19 0 
84 19 4 

5 0 0 
10 0 0 
45 10' ] 

32 0 6 
4 0 0 

295 12 2 

£1057 11 1 

N.S.A. 
Travel 
Office 

EXPENDITURE 

Telephone and Cables 
Postage and Stationery 
Journal 
Extraordinary 

A.A.T.C. 
Other Home Committees 
Overseas Committees 
Pioneer Committees 
Other Committees 
New Tel'. Cttec. 
Monthly Transfers: 

H.Q.-Rprs. and Dec. 
-Running 

Donations 
Dublin H.Q. 

£51 11 0 
106 9 7 

82 18 !) 
4 10 6 

101 4 8 
10 14 4 
68 0 3 
17 18 11 
46 4 5 

292 16 8 
380 
8 14 0 

50 0 0 
100 0 0 

63 0 0 
50 0 0 

£1,057 11 1 

Communities contributing: Bangor, Barrow Children, Belfast, Bournemouth, Bristol, Cambridge, Canterbury, 
Cheadle, Chester, Dublin , Eccles, Edinburgh, Epsom, Exeter, Jersey, Leicester, London, Malta, Motherwell, Nelson, 
N . Berwick, Norwich, Oxford, Pontypridd, Portsmouth, Romford, Salisbury, Southport, Sutton Coldfield, Swinton, 
Watford Youth, York. 

Printed by D . E. Alexander & Sons, Ltd., "Spectator" Buildings, Main Street, Bangor, Co. Down, Northern Ireland 



THOUGHTS ON THE BAHAI FUND 
'THE SECRET OF RIGHT LIVING' 

BAHA'U'LLAH 

'0 Son of Being! Walk in My statutes for love of 
Me and deny thyself that which thou desirest if thou 
seekest My pleasure.' (Arabic H£dde'n WO'rdsd8) 

'He, verily, shall recompense the charitable, and 
doubly repay them for what they have bestowed.' 

(Gleant'ngs, pl. 278) 

, ABDU'L-BAHA 

'Human attitudes must not be limited for God is un­
limited and whosoever is the servant of the threshold 
of God must likewise be free from limitations.' 

(PrO'mulgatt'O'n O'f Universal Peace, p. 384) 

'God does not ask from any soul except according to 
his ability. This contribution must come from all vil­
lages and from all the believers of God.' 

(Tablet to' East and West, 1909) 

'In brief, 0 ye friends of God, rest assured that in 
place of this contribution, your commerce, your agri­
culture .and industries shall be blessed many times. 
Whosoever comes with one good act God will give him 
tenfold. There is no doubt that the living Lord shall 
assist and confirm the generous soul.' 

(Tablet to' East and West, 1909) 

OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS 

'There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there 
is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to 
poverty. 

'The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that 
watereth shall be watered also himself.' . 

(Proverbs 11:24,25) 

'Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But 
ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and 
offerings.' (Malachi 3 : 8) 

'Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, 
pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, 
shall men give into your bosom. For with the same 
measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to 
you again.' (Luke 6 : 38) 

'But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap 
also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall 
reap also bountifully. 

'Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, 
so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for 
God loveth a cheerful giver. 

'And God is able to make all grace abound toward 
you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, 
may abound to every good work.' 

(II Corinthians 9: 6,7,8) 

QUR'AN 

'Verily, this present life is only a play and a vain 
amusement: but if ye believe, and fear God, He will 
give you your rewards. He doth not require of you 
your whole substance; if He should require the whole 
of you, and earnestly press you, ye would become nig­
gardly, and it would raise your hatred against His 
apostle. Behold, ye are those who are invited to expend 
part of your substance for the support of God's true 
religion; and there are some of you who are niggardly. 
But whoever shall be niggardly, shall be niggardly to­
wards his own soul: for God wanteth nothing, but ye 
are needy: and if ye turn back, He will substitute 
another people in your stead, who shall not be like unto 
you.' 

(Translation by George Sale, p. 413, Chap. xlvii) 

THE GUARDIAN 

'We must be like the fountain or spring that is con­
tinually emptying itself of all that it has and is con­
tinually being refilled from an invisible source. To be 
continually giving out for the good of our fellows un­
deterred by fear of poverty and reliant on the unfailing 
bounty of the Source of all wealth and all good-this 
is the secret of right living.' 

'He hopes that the friends will display a certain 
amount of faith and courage and not fear present econ­
omic conditions. We should not let financial considera­
tions hamper our work and discourage us in rendering 
our services. Giving lavishly during days of plenty can­
not be termed sacrifice. It applies only to our activities 
when depression and economic difficulties seem to 
block the way . . . Whatever we sacrifice at present is 
to assure the welfare of humanity and ourselves as 
members of it in the future.' 

(Through his secretary to the British Baha'IS, 

Baha' i News 59, p. 6) 

'And as the progress and extension of spiritual activi­
ties is dependent and conditioned upon material 
means, it is of absolute necessity that immediately 
after the establishment of local as well as national 
Spiritual Assemblies, a Baha'i Fund be established, to 
be placed under the exclusive control of the Spiritual 
Assembly. All donations and contributions should be 
offered . to the Treasurer of the Assembly, for the ex­
press purpose of promoting the interests of the Cause, 
throughout the locality or country. It is the sacred 
obligation of every conscientious and faithful servant of 
Baha'u'llah who desires to see His Cause advance, to 
contribute freely and generously for the increase of 
that Fund ... I cherish the hope that all the friends, 



realising the necessity of this measure, will bestir them­
selves and contribute, however modestly at first, to­
wards the speedy establishment and the increase of 
that Fund.' (Baha'i Administration, p. 36-37) 

'The Guardian would advise your Assembly to con­
tinue impressing upon the believers the necessity of 
their contributing regularly to the National Fund, ir­
respective of whether there is an emergency to be met 
or not. Nothing short of a continuous flow of contri­
butions to that Fund can, indeed, ensure the financial 
stability upon which so much of the progress of the in ... 
stitutions of the Faith must now inevitably depend.' 

(Through his secretary, Baha'i New.I 95, p. r) 

'As the activities of the ... community expand, and 
its worldwide prestige correspondingly increases, the 

institution of the National Fund, the bedrock on which 
all other institutions must necessarily rest and be 
established, acquires added importance, and should be 
increasingly supported by the entire body of the be­
lievers, both in their individual capacities, and through 
their collective efforts, whether organised as groups or 
as local Assemblies. The supply of funds, in support of 
the National Treasury, constitutes, at the present time, 
the life-blood of these nascent institutions which you 
are labouring to erect. Its importance cannot, surely, 
be over estimated. Untold blessings shall no doubt 
crown every effort directed to that end. I am eagerly 
and prayerfully awaiting the news of an unprecedented 
expansion in so vital an organ of the administrative 

Order of the Faith.' (Baha'i News, October, 1935) 

(This compilation is based in part on one issued by 
the American N.S.A. during the first Seven Year Plan.) 

'THE BOUNTY OF GIVING' 

The Bounty of Giving is the Bounty of Sacrifice, and 
without Sacrifice, Giving, in itself, has little effect. 

In the Hidden Words God tells us: 'Bestow My 
wealth upon My poor, that in heaven thou mayest 
draw from stores of unfading splendour and treasuries 
of imperishable glory. But by My life! to offer up thy 
soul is a more glorious-thing-c-o-ulclst-tMtl-b-ut-see~witlP -
Mine eye.' 

In essence the Baha'i Life, the true life of Man, is 
the offering of the soul to God. The allegiance of our 
hearts and minds is the first tribute He desires, and 
without this, other offerings are of little account to 
Him. Is this not why Baha'u'llah has withheld from 
non-Baha'is the privilege of giving their money for the 
help of His Cause? 

For those who have recognised His Greatest Name, 
however, God has made available every means through 
which we can devote our lives to Him and the service 
of humanity. 

Mankind is in a grievous plight. In the words of 
Shoghi Effendi: 'The needs of a sorely stricken society 
groping in its distress for God's Redemptive Message 
are growing more acute with every passing hour.' Can 
we say we believe in God and ignore this? Everything · 
we have is from God, and it is a great responsibility 
upon us to use these gifts as He wishes, and His plan 
for this present time is the unification of Mankind and 
the establishment of His Faith. This needs our devo­
tion, our time and our wealth. Men are losing all these 

things in fruitless wars and endeavours-we have the 
boundless privilege of putting them to the service of 
God. 

Each one of us has many responsibi1iti~s, and it does 
not always seem easy to decide what weight to give to 
each. In some cases the Guardian has guided us. He 
has jn..di_cat~g_ thaJ~..,Baha'l rnIJ~ 1l0t pioneer ,if this will 
leave a dependent in the lurch; he has written that the 
settlement of our debts precedes donation to the Funds; 
and we all have the duty to bring up and educate our 
families. (Does not Baha'u'llah write: 'The best of 
men are they that earn a livelihood by their calling and 
spend upon themselves and upon their kindred for the 
love of God, the Lord of all worlds. ') 

But these problems fall into perspective once we are 
filled with a consuming desire to serve God and to 
sacrifice our all in His path. Even our spending upon 
ourselves and kindred must be 'for the love of God, 
the Lord of all Worlds'. 

If our desire to serve is sincere God Himself solves 
our problems-if we devote our possessions to His 
service we start the flow of a mysterious 'fountain' 
which is replenished from a hidden source; whereas if 
the 'water' does not flow out, it is impossible for it to 
be replenished. 

He is not a philosophical concept, He is God. If He 
wishes us to work for Him He will not leave us with­
out the tools-but first we must sacrifice-only then 
can the spiritual and material bounties begin to flow-
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