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each carried a photograph of the
Chairman and Speaker.

The meeting was considered to be
a great success; in all, twenty-seven
column inches of free publicity were
obtained, enabling a considerable
number of people to become fam-
iliar, in some degree, with the Faith
of Baha’u’llah.

LONDON

(1) On Saturday, November 13th, a
party was held at the Haziratu’l-
Quds in Knightsbridge, to honour
the Birthday of Baha'u’llah. It was
held a day late, in order to accom-
modate the V.I.P.’s who had been
invited for an afternoon celebration
—about 50 children of Baha'i
parents, from London and neigh-
bouring communities, as well as
some of their non-Baha’i friends.
irst of all, there was a marvellous
FFancy Dress Parade—nearly all
National Costumes, and after the
march past, each child stepped for-
ward to ask, ‘“From which country
do I come ?”’ Then John Morley read
the narrative for a playlet of ‘““The
Good Samaritan,” with an obvious
moral for Baha’i children, to do
good to anybody of any race or
nationality. The players performed
with great aplomb, especially the
little donkey, wearing a pair of fine
long ears.

Then followed a big ‘Party’’ tea,

with lots of cakes, orangeades and
sweets.
(2) At the present time, London’s
teaching activities are being stepped
up towards the goal of the Borough
Assemblies which it is hoped to
form next Ridvan. In addition to
ma‘ntaining the usual coffee even-
ings and public meetings twice
weekly at the Knightsbridge Centre,
the number of weekly firesides has
been increased, and introductory
public meetings have been held in
Finsbury Park, and in Stepney. In
other teaching areas books are be-
ing presented to hospital and muni-
cipal libraries.

West London has, of course, had
regular public meetings in Ialing
for over two years, during the
course of which, publicity has been
obtained in 6 local papers, either
by way of reports of meetings, local
events, letters, or by personal con-
tact. Recently a teaching college
outside the area, apportioned to
various students the task of writing
reports on various aspects of life in
the Borough of Ealing. Two women
students chose ‘‘Religious’’ activi-
ties in the Borough, and tackled the
local Town Hall list of religious
organisations, from which they ob-
tained the address of a local Baha’i,
and made contact with us, by call-
ing at the home of the believer.
They have had literature, and
attended one of the meetings, and
we hope that their report will bring
the Faith to the attention of a
wider circle.

GOAL TOWNS:
ST. NEOTS

On April 1st, 1965, the new ad-
ministrative County of Huntingdon
and Peterborough came into being.
One of the goals of the N'ne Year
Plan is the establishment of a local
assembly in every County in Eng-
land, and as the L.S.A. of Peter-
borough fulfills this requirement in
the new County, St. Neots has been
withdrawn from the list of goal
towns in which a new assembly is
to be formed.

NEW TERRITORY NEWS

ADVERTISING IN STAFFORD

An advertisement, bearing a list
of Baha’i principles with an enquiry
address, appeared in the Stafford
Newsletter in October last, inserted
by our pioneer there. It is being
followed by fortnightly insertions,
dealing with each principle in turn.

CHANNEL ISLES

Jersey has been chosen by the
N.S.A. as the island on which a
Local Spiritual Assembly is to be
established during the Nine Year
Plan.

Winter conditions make travel
between Jersey and Guernsey diffi-
cult, and sometimes impossible ; but
this does not prevent the Baha’is
on the two islands from holding a
‘joint’ Nineteen Day Feast. Details
of the Feast are arranged we'l in
advance, so that the friends,
although on separate islands, may
draw inspiration from the same
prayers and writings, and meditate
on the same theme. In particular
they pray for the wunity of the
islands, and of the Baha’is there.

Emily Eastgate has spent nearly
three weeks in the Channel Isles,
visiting the pioneers and their
friends. She obtained an interview
with the sub-editor of a local news-
paper, and visited the beautiful
islands of Herme and Sark, offering
prayers in the churches there.

PRESENT POSITION [N
GOAL TOWNS

ist Phase Towns:

Stafford 2 Carlisle 7

Bedford 2 (inc. 4 Youth)
Oakham 2 Poole 5
Lincoln 2 Isle of Wight
Bath 4 (1 Youth)
Ipswich 0 Jersey 3

Guernsey 1

2nd Phase Towns:

Kidderminster 0

Derby 1 (plus 1
Youth)

Hereford 0
Shrewsbury 0
Durham 1
Kendal 0
Friends are asked to contact the
Pioneer Committee as the first step
to pioneering.
NEW TERRITORIES
TEACHING COMMITTEE

REMOVAL OF
VOTING RIGHTS

The removal of voting rights is
an administrative sanction, it is not
excommunication. A believer who
has had his/her voting rights re-
moved is still a Baha’i. It is, how-
ever, a very serious step indced. As
well as being removed from the vot-
ing list, which means that the be-
liever without voting rights is not
eligible to be elected to a local
assembly, or as a delegate to Con-
vention, or to the National Assembly
or the Universal House of Justice,
the removal of voting rights brings
other sanctions. Shoghi Effendi’s
guidance on this matter is to be
found on p. 86 of ‘“Principles of
Baha’i Administration,”” under the
heading ‘‘Effect of Deprivation,”
and reads as follows:

‘“‘Regarding the matter of believers

who have been deprived of their
voting rights; just as no one
should ever be deprived of
his voting right lightly, it
should, likewise, be realised that
to be deprived of it is a grave
matter, and involving heavy pen-
alties  spiritually. People who
have been so deprived should not
be permitted to attend any meet-
ings involving the administration
of the Cause, such as an election
or a Nineteen Day Feast. They
can attend the Nine Holy Days
however ; they should not be mar-
ried by Baha’i Law, no money
should be accepted from them,
they should not be given creden-
tials (which imply a member of
the community in good standing)
nor should they be used officially
as teachers or speakers.”

The National Assembly is always
reluctant to remove a believer’s
voting rights, and tries by every
possible means, sometimes over
periods of many months, to help
the Friends to make the necessary
adjustments in their lives so that
the removal of voting rights is not
necessary. When all efforts are to
no avail, however, voting rights are
removed. When a Law of Baha-
‘u’llah is deliberately violated, such
as the Law requiring parental con-
sent to marriage and a Bah4’i mar-
riage ceremony, then there is no
alternative but to remove the be-
liever’s voting rights. The National
Assembly asks everyone carefully to
note all this, especially the heavy
spiritual penalties involved, for a
believer without voting rights is de-
prived of playing a full part in
Baha’i Community life, and his/her
services to the Faith are very much
restricted. Voting rights can be re-
stored whenever the believer has
corrected that action which was the
cause of their removal, and the
National Assembly always welcomes
the opportunity to restore a be-
liever’s voting rights.
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NEWS FROM IRELAND

The highlight of the events in
Ireland has been the visit on 3rd
to 4th January of the Hand of the
Cause of God, Mr. Faizi, who was
accompanied by Mrs. Faizi. Words
fail us to convey the joy and
blessings which it brought to the
whole Irish Community, both North
and South. This visit, which was
a great spiritual experience for
one and all was, undoubtedly, a
bounty from Baha’u’lldh which will
strengthen us for the difficult tasks
which lie ahead.

We rejoice in the arrival of John
and Val Morley, who are pioneering
to Dublin, in order to consolidate
this community, which is the
mother-assembly of Eire. It will
have an important role to play in
helping to form the National
Spiritual Assembly of Eire towards
the end of the Nine Year Plan. Val
and John are residing in the
Irish Haziratu’l-Quds. The Irish
Teaching Committee welcome them
and wish them every success in the
promotion of the Cause in this
country.

The borough of Dun Laoghaire
was opened on January lst by Adib
Taherzadeh. We pray that the
Cause will now go forward in this
goal town.

In Northern Ireland the Faith is
generally progressing. The great
need there is for a pioneer for the
goal town of Lurgan and a second
one for Londonderry.

One of the goals of the United
States N.S.A.,; in the message of
the Universal House of Justice
last Ridvan 1is to provide two
pioneers for Eire. We ask the
friends to pray at the Nineteen Day
Feast that two friends may arise
to fulfil this important goal, and
also for the goals of Lurgan and
Londonderry.

All offers of pioneering from
outside Ireland should be made
through the Pioneer Committee.

Believers from Castlereagh Rural
District, after consultation with
the I.T.C., have mnow organised
themselves into a formal Bahd’i
Group, and are holding their own
Firesides every week and observing
the 19-day Feasts.

They have reported that Firesides
are well attended and are usually
of a stimulating nature. We look
forward to even better news from
them in the near future now that
this Group has been strengthened
by the pioneer move of Jamshid
Arjumandi.

Plans are afoot for an Irish
Summer School to be held in
1966, if possible, and one on a
much larger scale in 1967 in
which believers from Great Britain
will participate.

IRISH TEACHING COMMITTEE.

YORK YOUTH WINTER SCHOOL 1965/6

Of all the winter schools that
have been held in York, there was
widespread agreement that this
was the best ever. There is no doubt
that what made for this great
occasion was the presence of two
Hands of the Cause, Mr. Faizi and
Mr. Ferraby, for just half the
week, giving their valuable ex-
planatlons and advice to all and
sundry, and contributing im-
measurably to the atmosphere of
love, enthusiasm and devotion.

The school began on Sunday and
an interesting and varied pro-
gramme was arranged for the whole
week, the aim being to deepen our
own knowledge of the Faith,
especially of its history, and to see
more clearly the place of the Faith,
and of ourselves as Baha’is to-day,
in the world around us. It was
also hoped that through Ernest
Gregory’s self-expression classes
and the opportunity given for
several youths to gain experience by
talking to an audience for the first
time, some new young speakers
would appear, and this expectation
was fully realised.

Two non-Baha’i speakers told us
of organisations which, like the
Baha’is, foster international aid
and co-operation on a practical
level, the International Voluntary
Servwe, and the United Nations,
whose role in the modern world was
explained by Dennis Finlayson.

On Wednesday evening a fancy-
dress ball was held, with the theme
“Robin Hood and his Merry Men’’.
All one could say was that if anyone

had met that collection of Arabs,
Eskimoes, Pirates, Gypsies and
Christmas trees in Nottingham
Forest in King John’s day it would
have been quite a shock. However,
the evening was very successful,
and of the four prizes awarded, one
was to Robin Hood himself.

Thursday was devoted to the
Hands of the Cause; Mr. Ferraby
speaking in the morning on various
topics, including the place of the
Faith in helping more primitive
peoples to adjust to modern society,
which is an important factor in
world civilisation. Mr. Faizi spoke
in the afternoon about prayer,
stressing the importance of praying,
not to change God’s Will, but to
bring ourselves in harmony with
it so that it is our will which is
changed. He then gave an arrange-
ment of the Hidden Words as a
guide for spiritual progress, showing
preparation, stop signals, and go
signals, and what will be the
result.

At the social in the evening there
were singing and sketches, and
the cries of ‘““We want John” as
John Twinome rose to heights of
oratory, will echo for a long time.

For the last day of the school
we heard two very good talks by
Aldie Robarts and Derek Cockshut,
and in the afternoon were roused
to action, as we packed to depart
for Teaching Conference, by Marion
Hofman, leaving wus in no doubt
what was our purpose after leaving
the happy atmosphere of the school.

‘ALA (‘LOFTINESS), THE

March 2nd to March 20th

‘Ala (Loftiness) is the nineteenth
and last month of the Baha’i year,
it begins on March 2nd and ends on
March 20th, and for those nineteen
days the whole Baha’i World keeps
the Fast. No food or drink is taken
between the hours of sunrise and
sunset.

Those Friends who have not kept
the Fast will want to know how it
came about. It came from the Pen
of Baha’u’llah Himself, who wrote
in the “Kitab-i-Aqdas,” ‘“We have
commanded you to pray and fast
from the beginning of maturity ; this
is ordained by God ...”” In another
passage He says, ‘“We have enjoined
upon you fasting during a briet
period, and at its close have
designated for you Naw-Ruz as a
feast ...”” Bahd’uw’llah also Him-
self fixed the age of maturity at
which one may begin to keep the
Fast, as ‘“‘the fifteenth year.”” A
brief passage from the book
“Traveller’s Narrative,”” describes
the Fast with deep feeling, ‘‘The

MONTH OF THE FAST

cycle of the year ends with a period
of nineteen days of fasting to pre-
pare for the coming Naw Rz, the
New Year, when both the physical
and spiritual beauty blend and we
advance to another year in which
to mature the soul and prepare ‘for
the everlasting kingdom’.”’

Those who have already kept the
Fast will have experienced those
moments of wonder as one says the
Dawn Prayer actually at dawn,
when the sky lightens and life stirs
again after the night. Shoghi
Effendi, in writing about the Fast,
says, ‘It is essentially a period of
meditation and prayer, of spiritual
recuperation, during which the
believer must strive to make the
necessary readjustments in his inner
life, and to refresh and reinvigorate
the spiritual forces latent in his
soul. Its significance and purposes
are, therefore, fundamentally
spiritual in character. Fasting is
symbolic, and a reminder of
abstinence from selfish and carnal
desires.”
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THE NATIONAL FUND T M%%L%L%FDS'E £ RS Income from Donations
The National Assembly acknow- Certain people are not bound by Bugget Tﬁct;:tle
1??_8;3 gll';}tﬁf‘}uy tge gery real sac- the Fast, women who are pregnant
rifice which 1s made by many com- or feedin i travellers, those ;
munities and individual believers in wh:eare %l’btl; etsﬁoseaWho R £10,000 £10,000
supporting the National Fund, and the age of seventy; but those who
also the splendid effprt made by the are over seventy, wish to fast and £9,000 £9,000
friends at Teaching 'Conference are strong enough may do so, and
when over £350 was raised. travellers if they want to fast are £8,000 £8,000
But now even greater efforts are free to do so.
needed because over the next few £7.970 £7,000
months fifty or more pioneers mu}?t c NDAR d %
arise and move to their posts in the BAHA’l CALEND. »
Home Front gaps and in the vital £7,000 7/ gy
overseas territories. Every one of 19-Day Feasts : 2 / :
these goals must be filled whatever Mulk—Dominion : 7th February £6,000 7 /// £5,210
the cost. The National Assembly Y ATZ . ; ’ ]
calls on the British Baha’i com- Als—Lottiness :“2nd March, £5,000 _ - £5,000
munity to make whatever sacri- Intercalary Days : Ayyam’i’Ha. % %
fices may be needed to ensure that 26th February—March 1st. £4,000 % £4,000
no Assembly is lost and no overseas F ¢ N o Baha'i N Y ) % //
goal left unfilled because of in- east o R g AR £3.000 |% Z £3.000
sufficient TFunds. The Universal 21st March 2 %/ % 4
House of Justice has showered This is also the 19-Day Feast of Baha ; VZZA | ¥ :
great praise on this community and ( % ) £2,000 //// %/’ £2,000
entrusted it with equally great National Spiritual Assembly meetings : e // W% vt
tasks. We can and must be worthy 26th /27 r d 9th April. 1, 2 P s
T P h/27th February. 8th/9th Apri //% %
Gap £2,760
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE No. 1 ACCOUNT
26th October, 1965, to 8th January, 1966 (inclusive)
INCOME EXPENDITURE
Donations :(— N.S.A.
L.S.As and Groups £329 18 8 (45)* Travel £173 8 10
Individuals 2,039 12 9 (147) Te'ephone and Cables toflr: i
———— Office i 424 8 0
£2369 11 5 Postage and Stationery ... 2214 9
Less Payments against Covenants 344 11 3 Convention —
— —_ Journal GIIROR. T
£2,025 0 2 Extraordinary 76219
Interest and Dividends 201 17 10 Legal 26 5 0
Refunds to us:— AATC. 182 0 4
Loans 30 0 0 N.T.T.C. 41 16 3
Incorporation Expenses Other Home Committees 7% 2 3
Sundry ... 417 0 Overseas Committees ... 27 6 4
Tax (Covenants) 2,701 2 0 Pioneer Committee 349 4 6
Faroes g 128,80 Other Committees 3 8 6
Royalties . 32 4 9 Youth Committee 65 0 8
Sales Committee 189 4 7 Sundry 21 ()
Incorpn. Documents ... 2515 0
Transfer to No. 2 Account ... 59 4 6
Monthly Transfers:
H.Q.—Rprs. and Deec. ... 150 0 0
—Running 300 0 O
H.Q.—Dublin 126 0 0O
Donations 195 0 0
Excess Income over Expenditure ... 2,891 8 2
—— £5,312 14 4
£5312 14 4

*Communities contributing: Bangor, Barrow Children, Belfast, Blackpool, Bournemouth, Brighton, Brighton Children,
Birmingham, Caerphilly, Cambridge, Canterbury, Cardiff, Derby, Dublin, Eccles, Edinburgh, Epsom, Exeter, Glasgow,

Inverness, Jersey,
Nottingham,

Leicester,
Oxford, Paignton,

Liverpool,

London,

) Malta, Motherwell, Nelson, Newcastle, N. Berwick, Norwich,
Pontypridd, Portsmouth, Romford, Salisbury, Sligo, Southport, Sutton Coldfield,
Swansea, Swinton, Winchester, Wokingham R.D., York.

r/
BAHA’l ADDRESSES :

National Office :
Pioneer Committee :

27 Rutland Gate, LONDON, S.W. 7.
Mrs. M. Bachrich, Secretary, 19 The Orchard, Tayleshill, EWELL, Surrey.

Baha’i Journal Editorial : Hugh McKinley, Rosslare House, SLIGO, Eire.

Deadline—Arrival date for material for next number of the ‘Journal’ :

5th March, 1966.

Printed by D. E. Alexander & Sons, Ltd., “Spectator” Buildings, Main Street, Bangor, Co. Down, Northern Ireland
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BAHA'I JOURNAL

Please submit items for the Journal, including articles, Hews
and reports,

typed if possible in double spacing 3nd written on one side
of the paper only, with = margin of a2t least

an lnch and a half on the left hand edge.

5}

Leave 2 wide space at top and foot of page
a5 well.

¢

If handwritten sane 8] requests apply. . Write large

and clear, with capitalized proper naimes
. . AN “ry s o % . 3

(in our summitting Baha'l community we no
lonzer know them all!)

Editorial deadline To irrive on his desk the Saturday following
each meeting of the National Spiritual
Assembly.

In Reporting, remember the Five Double-U's:
WHAT - WHY -~ WHEN -~ WHERE - WHO?

All material should be graphically written and full

E e avie

A 1/’/'
AT RBaka b

and publication;
£

vents, local and national, deserve reporting

(85)

his cannot occur until prompt, execiting copy

g

ap ears on the BEditor's desk all the time.

We appeal to all National Committees to send us

x

matcrial for each number; and all Local Assemblies to appoint

3 3 Cor
pen-loving member 2s Bsha'i Journal Local Correspondent..

£

their most

For vour memo:

Deadline date will appear for the next
number at the bottom of the back paze,

from now on.

Thank you all in anticipation,

, . 4
Bah&'i Journal Committee
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