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there had asked others if they could
come. We had seven contacts the
first night, and ten the second, all
different ones each night. Many
people wrote Bernard apologising
tor not being able to come, but in
every case asked to be invited to
another meeting.”’

ISOLATED CENTRES

Valuable work is being done by
several ‘‘visiting helpers’’ to help
the isolated friends keep in touch
with the rest of the Community.
Bob Cheek writes of his visits in
the Kastern aiea, some of the
friends being in rather remote
places. He has visited such places
as Woodbridge, Hethersett, Mund-
ford, Stalhamis and King’s Lynn,
and talks of the warmth of the
welcome received wherever he goes.

Help is badly needed for this sort
of seivice to the Cause, and the
ownership of transport really a
necessity to reach some of the
friends. The committee would
welcome assistance in this field and
offers of help should be sent to the
secretary, Mrs. Betty Goode, 8
Knowle Road, Stafford.

NEW TERRITORIES
TEACHING COMMITTEE

THE MISSION OF THE CAUSE

“Great as is the love and
paternal care which our beloved
Master is extending to us from on
High, and unique as is the Spirit
that animates to-day His servants
in the worid, yet a great deal will
depend upon the character and
efforts of His loved ones on whom
now 1ests the responsibility of
carrying on His work gloriously
after Him. How great is the need
at this moment when the promised
outpourings of His grace are ready
to be extended to every soul, for
us all to form a broad vision of the
mission of the Cause to mankind,
and to do all in our power to spread
it throughout the world ! The eyes
of the world, now that the sublime
personality of the Master has been
removed from this visible plane, are
turned with eager anticipation to
us who are named after His name,
and on whom rests primarily the
responsibility to keep burning the
torch that He has lit in this world.
How keenly I feel at this challeng-
ing hour in the history of the
Cause the need for a firm and
definite determination to subordinate
all our personal likings, our local
interests, to the interests and
requirements of the Cause of God !
Now is the time to set aside, nay,
to forget altogether, minor con-
siderations regarding our internal
relationships, and to present a solid
united front to the world animated
by no other desire but to serve and
propogate His Cause.”

SHOGHI EFFENDI.

WARNING ABOUT ORIENTALS

The National Assembly again finds
it necessary to draw attention to
the beloved Guardian’s warnings
about association with Orientals.
In his own words he said, ‘‘l'he
attitude of the Friends towards
Orientals should be one of great
caution, according to the Master’s
own often-repeated and explicit
instructions and warnings. Any
believer in good standing would not
leave his home community without
a letter of credentials, and certainly
no Persians, claiming to be Baha'is,
but lacking credentials, should be
accepted until the Persian N.S.A.
has clarified their status. 'They can,
naturally, attend Public Meetings,
but should not be permitted to
come to the Nineteen Day Keast;
the FKriends may associate with
them, but should be very cautious,
bearing in mind that many
Orientals, who scorned, or were
even actively against the Cause
while living in the East, now find it
convenient to pass as believers or
friends of the Faith in a Western
country where they are strangers.

“I desire to reiterate the warning
that no Persian, student or other-
wise, must be admitted into the
community under any circumstances
unless provided with full credentials.
Exception and compromise would be
detrimental to the vital interests
of the ifaith at the present juncture.
The utmost caution and vigilance
are imperative.”” (‘‘Principles of
Baha'i Administration,” p. 21).
Through his secretary, Shoghi
Effendi wrote, ‘‘As to your question
as to what races should be regarded
as coming under the heading of
“Orientals’ in connection with
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s warnings; there is
not doubt He was primarily think-
ing of the Near Eastern races of
Islamic extraction, who have every
reason to look upon the Faith either
with contempt as a mere heresy
within, or sect of Islam, or with
hatred as a potiential threat to the
supremacy of their religion. Like-
wise, it is these Near Kastern
Races, particularly the Persian, who
have been most persistently exposed
to the propaganda and bad example
of the Covenant-breakers, old and
new, and from whose ranks these
very Covenant-breakers have
sprung. These circumstances, com-
bined with the fact that, like his
Prophetic Forebears, Baha’u’llah
appeared amongst the people most
in need of enlightenment — and
hence at their lowest ebb morally—
are the reasons for not only
‘Abdul-Baha’s and his own (i.e. the
Guardian’s) repeated warnings con-
cerning Orientals, but also for the
conduct, so often demonstrated,
unfortunately, by these same
Orientals and which amply justifies
our attitude of great precaution and

wariness concerning receiving them
in our midst and believing their
declarations to be sincere. Shoghi
Effendi also feels that the Moslems
of India should likewise be included
in this category, owing to their
respective religious and racial back-
ground.” (‘‘Principles of Baha’i
Administration,” p. 22).

Since Shoghi Effendi gave those
explicit warnings, Pakistan has
come into being, and his reference
to the Moslems of India applies now
also to the Moslems of Pakistan.
The National Assembly cannot over-
emphasise the mneed to expand
teaching efforts amongst the people
of the country in which we live, the
Scots, English, Irish and Welsh,
who must form the backbone of the
British  Baha’i Community and
provide the reservoir for our over-
seas work. Friends who have come
from overseas are asked especially to
join in this teaching of the British
people.

MALTA G.C.

The History

Throughout the ages Malta has
been coveted by many tribes and
rulers, for its geographic position
in the centre of the Mediterranean.
From early days Phoenicians left
evidence of temples and subter-
ranean dwellings, and Cartha-
ginian coins have been found.
Later, Malta was annexed by
Rome and became part of the
Province of Sicily, when in 60 A.D.
St. Paul suffered shipwreck on
Malta’s rocks.

The islanders had to defend
themselves against continuous raids
by Corsairs and sea-wolves and
repulsed an attack by the Turks in
1464 A.D.

In 1522 A.D. Charles V., King ot
Spain and Sicily, gave Malta as a
sovereign Fief to the Order of St.
John, whose Knights distinguished
themselves during the Crusades.
They embellished the island with
handsome palaces and elaborate
forts and built hospitals, churches
and chapels. The Island prospeved
under the rule of the Grand Masters
of the Order.

In 1814 Malta became a British
Colony and much was done to raise
the standard of living. Schools,
colleges and hospitals were built
and the University established.
Money spent by the British Forces
and their families helped the
Island’s economy.

During 1964, Independence was
granted, and Malta is now rapidly
developing as a tourist resort and
industrial nation.

The climate is semi-tropical and
sunny with temperatures up to
110 F. during mid-summer. The
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population is predominately Catholic
and well over 300 Churches exist
together with many convents and
monasteries. The total area of the
island is 122 square miles, with a
population of 332,000.

The Faith

Malta was opened to the Baha’i
Faith during the Holy Year, Una
Townsend arriving in October 1953,
followed by Olga Mills a few weeks
later. The Beloved Guardian’s
instructions were explicit . . . ‘‘Avoid
all publicity and contact with
officials. Gain the friendship and
confidence of the people before
mentioning the Faith.”  Unfor-
tunately Una had to leave after six
months due to the failing health of
her father, Hand of the Cause of
God, George Townsend.

During July 1954, Dr. John
Mitchell arrived with half his
household, ready to make his home
there. It was a sad loss to Malta
when his health broke down forcing
him to return to England after

only seven months. So many
Maltese liked and admired him.

At the beginning of November
1955, Gwendoline Venus and Rene
Aldridge came to help with the
work. They made many friends,
including a number among the
British Forces, resulting in the
acceptance of the Faith by a Naval
Officer, who was later transferred
to the East, where he joined the
Hong Kong Bahd’i community.

Mrs. Venus spent one year, and
Mrs. Aldridge 14 months on the
Island. Mrs. Aldridge returned to
Malta in September 1959, and has
succeeded in establishing a business
of her own.

The latest arrival is Miss Jean
Campbell, who joined Olga Mills
and Rene Alderidge in February
1964, and who is meeting many
people and making friends among
both the Maltese and the British.
EUROPEAN AND SOUTH AMERIGAN

TEACHING COMMITTEE.

FINAL STEP PURIFICATION OF SACRED
ENDOWNMENTS IN BAHJI

On November 11th, 1965, the
Universal House of Justice sent the
following cable to the United States
for publication in ‘ Bahd’i News,”
and informed all National Spiritual
Assemblies of the step taken:

“ ANNCUNCE BAHA’'l ~ WORLD
REMOVAL FROM IMMEDIATE
PRECINCTS HOLY SHR INE
BAHA'U'LLAH REMAINS MIRZA

DIYAULLAH YOUNGER BROTHER
MIRZA MUHAMMAD ALl HIS
ACCOMPLICE IN EFFORTS SUBVERT
FOUNDATIONS COVENANT GOD
SOON AFTER ASCENSION
BAHA’U'LLAH STOP THIS FINAL
STEP IN PROCESS PURIFICATION
SACRED INTERNATIONAL ENDOW-
MENTS FAITH IN BAHJI FROM PAST
CONTAMINATION WAS PROVI-
DENTIALLY UNDERTAKEN UPON
REQUEST FAMILY OLD COVENANT
BREAKERS, A PROCESS WHOSE
INITIAL STAGE WAS FULFILLED
BY ABDU’L-BAHA, WHICH
GATHERED MOMENTUM EARLY
YEARS BELOVED GUARDIAN’S
MINISTRY THROUGH EVACUATION
MANSION, ATTAINED CLIMAX
THROUGH PURIFICATION HARAM-
I-AQDAS AND NOW CONSUMM-
ATED THROUGH CLEANSING INNER
SANCTUARY MOST HALLOWED
SHRINE, QIBLIH BAHA’l WORLD,
PRESAGING EVENTUAL CON-
STRUCTION BEFITTING MAUSO-
LEUM AS ANTICIPATED BELOVED
SIGN GOD ON EARTH—UNIVERSAL
HOUSE OF JUSTICE.”

From the December, 1965, issue
of the ‘“Baha’i News”’ of the United
States, we quote the following
explanatory statement: ¢ ...This
is a final victory in the process of

eliminating all traces of the presence
of the Covenant-breakers, whose
machinations to subvert the Cause
brought trials and anguish to
‘Abdu’l-Bahd and Shoghi Effendi.
Mirzad Muhammad-Ali, half-brother
of ‘Abdu’l-Bahi, designated by
Shoghi Effendi as the ‘‘archbreaker
of Bah&'wllah’s Covenant,” chal
lenged the appointment of ‘Abdu’l-
Bah4 as the Center of the Covenant.
In His Will and Testament, the
Master mentions Muhammad-Ali
several times and names him the
“Center of Sedition, the Prime
Mover of Mischief...”

Following the ascension of
Baha’w’lldh, Muhammad-Ali, his
children, relatives and a few other
Covenant-breakers, continued to live
in the immediate vicinity of the
Sacred Tomb, having inherited some
shares in the Mansion and adjacent
buildings. Muhammad-Ali died in
1937, five years after the Guardian
had succeeded in removing him from
the Mansion itself and restoring it
to its former beauty . ..

On November 12th, 1952, the
132nd anniversary of the birth of
Baha’u’llah, Shoghi  Effendi
announced the acquisition of a 40-
acre property in the vicinity of the
Holy Tomb and the Mansion. He
also informed the Bahd’i World of
the commencement of a large-scale
landscaping programme to beautify
the immediate precincts of the
“holiest spot in the entire Baha’i
world,”’ itself a prelude to the
eventual erection of a Dbefitting
Mausoleum to ‘‘enshrine the Dust
of the Founder of God’s Most Holy
Faith.” The outer sanctuary,

immediately adjacent to the Tomb
of Baha’u’lldh, was termed by
Shoghi Effendi as the Haram-i-
Agdas, or Most Holy Court, and was
transformed into a landscaped area
with curved paths, cypress trees and
monument-lined path leading to a
beautiful wrought iron gate. The
gate is the gift of Hand of the
Cause Mrs. Amelia Collins, and is
the main entrance leading to the
Shrine.

On September 6th, 1957, shortly
before his passing, Shoghi Effendi
announced the ‘‘complete evacuation
of the remnant of Covenant-breakers
and the transfer of all their
belongings from the precincts of the
Most Holy Shrine, and the purifi-
cation, after six long decades, of
the Haram-i-Aqdas, from every
trace of their contamination.”” Now
the removal of the remains of
Mirza Muhammad-Ali’s younger
brother, from the inner sanctuary
of the Shrine of Bahéd’u’llah Qiblih
of the Baha’i world, is final witness
to the declined fortunes of those
who exerted many years of effort
in attempts to subvert the Cause of
God.”

Other references to the long
period of Covenant-breaker activity
in the Holy Land and victories over
their machinations can be found in
messages from Shoghi Effendi con-
tained in ‘‘Messages to America,
1932-1946’ and ‘‘Messages to the
Bah&’i  World 1950-1957”’; an
account by Shoghi Effendi of the
activities of the two Covenant-
breakers, Mirza Diya’u’llah and
Mirza Muhammad-Ali, can be found
in ‘“God Passes By,” especially
pages 246-251, and 263-271.

NEWS FROM IRELAND

The Irish Teaching committee
have received with joy reports of
energetic teaching activity in
Castlereagh and Larne Rural Dis-
tricts. We have also had more
hopeful reports from Londonderry.
Dublin has been greatly blessed
with the arrival of John and Val
Morley, and in now having a
Baha’i home. This is becoming the
pivotal centre for making friends
for the Faith.

The highlight of February was
the visit of Mrs. Gloria Faizi to
Ireland for ten days. She spent a
week in the north, where she carried
out an intensive programme of
visiting the friends, also speaking
to a non-Baha‘i group on Persia,
and making contacts.

The Dublin friends were pri-
vileged to have her visiting them
for three days. A public meeting
was arranged by the ILocal
Assembly, at which Gloria spoke on
“Persia—its Peoples, its Arts and
its Crafts.”” Considerable interest
was shown in her talk and in the
delightful examples of handicrafts
she displayed. This was followed
by refreshments and opportunity
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FIRESIDES—AN APPEAL FOR NEWS

. The Assembly Assistance Teaching Committee would like to advertise
in the Journal all regular Firesides being held in England, subject to the

permission of the hosts.

If you would like your Firesides ‘‘advertised”’,

would you please send details of day, time, host and address to:
Mrs. Lois Hainsworth, Sharaf, Church Road, Horsforth, near LEEDS.

Regular Firesides are held as
follows :—
BOURNEMOUTH
Mrs. Gloria Momen,
10a Glen Road, Boscombe.
SUNDAY, 3.30 p.m.
READING
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Talbot,
84 Waverley Road.
MONDAY, 8 p.m.

ONE DAY SCHOOLS will be
held on the following days:—

3rd April at BRIGHTON, 10 a.m.
to 5.30 p.m. at the Royal Pavilion.

3rd April at ROMFORD. Further
details from Pat Green, 49 Walmer
Close, Mawney, Romford.

ASSEMBLY ASSISTANCE
TEACHING COMMITTEE

BAHA’I CALENDAR

19 Day Feasts:

Baha—Splendour .................

Jalal—Glory

Jamal—Beanty .cveeeeeececoee.

Holy Days:

Feast of Nawriz .....ccoeveneene

.................................. 21st March

9th April

........... A L DB th ™ April
.................................... 21st March

The First, Ninth and Twelfth day of Ridvan—

21st, 29th April, 2nd May

National Spiritual Assembly Megtings:

8th, 9th and 10th April.
Convention:

30th April and 1st May at Kensington Town Hall, London, W.8.

for discussion. About 50 people
attended and friends were made for
the Faith.

An informal meeting was held in
the Morley’s new home for members
of the community and their friends.
Mrs. Faizi also spoke at the weekly
fireside in the Haziratu’l-Quds,
when she shared with us some of
her recollections of the Greatest
Holy Leaf, her memories of the
Guardian and also of her ex-
periences during her period of
service at the World Centre.

On March 6th, there was a Omne
Day Conference in Belfast, called
by the I.T.C. for the friends in
Ireland to consult on the message
from the Universal House of
Justice encouraging an increase of
circuit teaching. A truly repre-
sentative gathering of mnearly 50
believers participated in frank and
valuable consultation. The com-
mittee hopes to be able to arrange
for regular circuit teaching between
the communities from now on.

The Belfast community arranged
an excellent Week-end School in
January. Lisbeth Greeves reports
as follows :—

“Over 800 people had attended
what amounted to a mammoth
World Religion Day a few months
earlier. This was an International
Co-operation Year event at which
Baha’i readings were heard, and
printed sheets distributed amongst
the audience. This Week-end
School, therefore, took the place of
our usual World Religion Day and
was held over 2Ist to 23rd January.

“The quotation on the pro-
gramme was ‘A new life is, in this
Age, stirring within all the peoples

of the earth’, and this was sent
to all our most interested enquirers
On the Friday night, Adib
Téherzadeh gave a most inspiring
and illuminating address on ‘The
Oneness of Religion’.

“Saturday afternoon brought the
highlight of the school, a Baha’i
wedding between Joe Watson of
Ulster and Vivienne Hick of
Dublin, serving as a demonstration
of the power of the Faith in over-
coming prejudices, since Joe comes
trom a Protestant and Vivienne
from a Catholic background. It
was a truly historic and joygiving
occasion, as the bride and bride-
groom had invited many friends
from Dublin, Belfast and Cam-
bridge, and their respective families
were all impressed by the beauty
of the ceremony. The fact that it
was all planned by the Belfast
community, and that friends from
Dublin, Sligo, Londonderry, Belfast-
Bangor, Gilnahirk and Greenisland
attended made a deep impression
upon all the guests; many asked
for Baha’i literature.

““When the wedding party had
departed, two of the Public Rela-
tions committee organised a dinner
to give those interested in drama
in Belfast an opportunity to meet
Zebbie Whitehead. He had appeared
previously on television and spoken
about his work as an actor and also
about the Faith.

“After the dinner Zebbie spoke
at the evening session of the
School. His obvious sincerity when
he talked of ‘Order out of Chaos’,
touched the hearts of all present
and elicited a growing interest in

the Cause of God.

‘“The Sunday began with a
devotional programme supported by
music, followed by a talk on ‘Unity
in Diversity’, given by Adib
Taherzadeh. This was followed by
a good question period before lunch.
In the afternoon a most impressive
panel of speakers answered a series
of questions about the Faith, and
made an important contribution to
one of the happiest and most
creative Week-end Schools we have
had so far.

“The School closed with a devo-
tional, and all went home refreshed,
renewed and fortified by a sense of
the historic value of a school which
had the joy of giving a wedding
feast to our two young Bahd’i
friends from the North and the
South. Mr. Hackney was good
enough to make a tape recording of
each of the talks and also of the
marriage ceremony. One copy of
the latter has been sent to the
bride and groom, and another to
Tony McCarthy, who sent a splendid
telegram which caused both great
merriment and great happiness at
the wedding.”’

IRISH TEACHING
COMMITTEE

CEC Request for Teachers
and Materials

‘Abdu’l-Bahd has said children
are of the kingdom. He goes on
to say, ‘‘The kingdom of heaven
is for such souls . . . for they are
near to God. Theiefore make ye
an effort in order that these child-
ren may be rightly trained and
educated and that each one of them
may attain perfection in the world
of humanity. XKnow ye the value
of these children for they are all
my children.”

In the British Isles, assisting
your efforts to educate the children
is the Child Education Committee.
The National Spiritual Assembly
appointed this Committee to assist
parents, LSA’s and groups ‘‘to a
better ~understanding of their
responsibilities to the Baha’i edu-
cation of their children.”

The CEC are pleased to answer
queries, support in starting child-
ren’s classes, assist with teaching
aids, always mindful of a better
understanding of the ‘‘values of
these children.”

Amongst us in the British Baha’i
Community are teachers, writers,
children production specialists, and
interested parties. The CEC would
like them to step forward to
volunteer in this vitally important
endeavour. This present team is
not complete ; will you make it so ?

Send names and addresses to:
CEC, Manor Farm, Gt. Paxton,
St. Neots, Hunts.
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AUXILIARY BOARD MEMBERS Income from Donations
The following is the area covered by each of the Board Members Budsget Tgct[l)‘aatle
appointed for Britain :—
PROTECTION BOARD MEMBERS : i £10,000
Dorothy Ferraby—The territory below the northern boundaries of the £9,230 7 £9,000
counties of Essex, Hertford, Buckingham, Oxford and 7
Gloucester, including the Islands in the English £8,000 7 ; £8,000
Channel. 7
Joan Gregory—The remainder of the British Isles north of the above £7,000 7/ £7,000
line. 2
£7,000 % 7 £6,340
: 74|77
PROPAGATION BOARD MEMBERS : £6,000 %// 7/// £5,000
TERRITORIES OF bridgeshire, Huntingdonshire and % %
Peterborough). Scottish Island £5000 \p2 |7 £5,000
AUXILIARY BOARD oterborough). Scottish Islands. //// %
MEMBERS OPERATING IN i Loaie 200 |7 . £4,000
THE BRITISH ISLES England south of the southern % %
boundaries of Cheshire, Stafford- £3,000 W £3,000
shire, Leicestershire and Rutland. / ///
ERNEST GREGORY : : 7N
Wales. The Islands in the English £2,000 |pz 7 £9.000
England north of the southern Channel. . / // i
boundaries of Cheshire, Stafford- £1.000 /% ’;4
shire, Leicestershire and Rutland. DICK BACKWELL > // %/ £1,000
East Anglia (Norfolk, Suffolk, Cam- Ireland and Scotland. i Y
Gap £2,890
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE No. 1 ACCOUNT
9th January, 1966 to 18th February, 1966 (inclusive)
INCOME EXPENDITURE
Donations :— N.S.A.
L.S.As and Gxoups ... £201 5 0 (36) Travel s T2 0889
Individuals ; .. 1,083 13 2 (81) Office 272 15 0
— Tel. & Cables 48 10 6
£1,284 18 2 Postage and btatlonery 164 3 11
Less Payments against Covenants 153 8 9 Convention 4 4 3
Journal 22 18 2
£1,131 9 5 Extraordinary 299 .8
Interest and Dividends 22 4 4 AAT.C. 159 18 2
Refunds to us:— N.T.T.C. 65 12 11
Loans 25 0 0 Other Home Connnlttees 4 211
Incmporatlon .L‘xps 5 00 Overseas Committees ... 2013 5
Excess Expenditure over Income ... 804 7 10 Pioneer Committee ... .. 490 1 4
Other Committees 615 7
Youth Committee 3519 6
Sundry ... 12 11 3
Monthly Transfers
H.Q.—Rprs. and Dec. ... 8% 0 0
—Running ... 200 0 O
H.Q.—Dublin 8 0 0
Donations 125 0 0
Tr. No. 3 46 4 3
£1,988 1 7 £1,988 1 7

Communities contributing: Bangor, Belfast, Blackpool, Brighton, Brighton Children, Cambridge, Canterbury, Castle-
reagh R.D., Cheadle, Eccles, Edinburgh Exeter Glasgow, Invemess, Leicester, London, Malta, Motherwell, Nelson,
Newcastle, North Berwick, Norwich, Nottingham, Oxford Peterborough, Pontyprydd Portsmouth Romford, Sahsbury,
Sheffield, Sligo, Southport, Sutton Coldfield, Watford, Wokingham R.D., York.

BAHA’l ADDRESSES :
National Office: 27 Rutland Gate, LONDON, S.W. 17.
Pioneer Committee: Mrs. M. Bachrich, Secretary, 19 The Orchard, Tayleshill, EWELL, Surrey.

Printed by D. B. Alexander & Sons, Ltd., “Spectator” Buildings, Main Street, Bangor, Co. Down, Northern Ireland
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