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and about the Laws and principles of
this New age. Picture books were
used which had been developed for
teaching in the Guajira, the drawings
were excellent, clear and expressive
and the stories were told simply with
Indian Baha’is interpreting from the
Spanish, but no mere words will ever
convince the Indians of South America
of the Message of Baha’u’llah, it is the
love that pours out of the Bahd’i
teachers there that is spreading the
Faith and confirming the believers. We
saw this great out-pouring of love again
and again as the trip proceeded; first in
Campinas, from the Hand of the Cause
during the four days that we had the
bounty of his guidance and counselling
for the trip; then from the Board Mem-
bers and the National Assemblies as we
travelled from country to country; and
from the wonderful friends who gave us
hospitality, and those who travelled
with us, or cared for us, or shared with
us their happiness at belonging to the
great family of Bahd’is. This great
outpouring of love is what we remember
most vividly from South America and
treasure miost.

The roads of Ecuador are good, well-
surfaced for motor traffic in the centre,
with soft verges at the side for the
Indians on horse-back or those who
walk. Almost all the Indian women
carry a baby slung in a shawl on their
backs, and small children carry yet
smaller children in the same manner for
hours on end. The mountain roads
are so well banked that buses can travel
late at night; we made the journey back
from Otavalo to Quito across the
mountains in the darkness, once again
sad to leave the Friends but rich with
happy memories. The next flight was
from the high altitude of Quito to
Guayaquil on the east coast, at sea
level, where we met some of the Friends,
but our stay there was of one night only,
en route to Cuenca, high up in the
mountains again. Another overnight
stay, with Donald Witzel speaking at a
public meeting, and back to Guayaquil.
That flight and the rest of the journey
was made alone, as from ‘Cuenca,
Donald—who had been a trusted
companion from Maracaibo in Ven-
ezuela—was to return by bus to Quito,
he would visit the Otavalo area again,
and then go on to Peru; from Peru he
would go to the High-Amazon area,
and thence back to his home in Bucara-
manga. Donald had made the trip
through Colombia and Ecuador on the
instruction of the Hand, and we were
deeply grateful to Mr. Khazéh for his
practical approach as well as his loving
care, for it is neither acceptable nor too
safe for a woman unused to the customs
or the language to travel alone outside
the capital cities. We were met at
Guayaquil airport, spoke that night at a
public meeting, had useful press pub-
licity, and were ready to continue.

PANAMA.

The trip was drawing to an end. We
left South America at mid-day, flying
from Guayaquil to Panama City, again
crossing the equator. Auxiliary Board
Member Ruth Pringle and one of the

Panamanian Friends were waiting at -

the steps of the aircraft as we disem-
barked. The programme in Panama
was excellent, well-planned and hectic.
As well as a public-meeting on the first
evening in Panama City, there was a
reception and tea on the following
afternoon at the Haziratu’l-Quds atten-
ded by the Israeli Ambassador and his
wife and many other guests; that
evening there was a tightly packed
public meeting in near-by Colon, when
over 200 people saw a display of Span-
ish dancing and a lively sketch by
school-children, who had lined up in
their lovely period costumes to form a
guard of honour to greet their guest,
then slides of the Middle East were
shown, and finally a happy, receptive
audience heard a Bah4’i talk. Saturday
morning was spent at the Haziratu’l-
Quds talking with the Youth from
Panama City and Colon, and then a
drive out to the Temple Site along the
main highway to take colour-slides
(that site, which had no access road, has
since been changed with the permis-
sion of the Universal House of Justice
for another more readily accessible
site nearby, which still commands the
same wonderful position); and in the
evening we consulted with two of the
National Assembly’s main committees.
At dawn on the Sunday we were once
again driving to an airport, this time for
the plane that would take us from
Latin America, via Miami, Florida, to
New York for the connecting flight to
London.

From Kennedy Airport we were able
to have a long, three-cornered telephone
conversation with the Secretary of the
N.S.A. of the United States and the
Secretary of their Foreign Goals Com-
mittee, both in Wilmette, to share with
them some important aspects of the
tour. It is the Bahd’is of the United
States who have worked so hard and
devotedly in Latin America from the
early days of their first Seven Year Plan
(1937-1944) when the first pioneers went
down there, through the years when
local assemblies were formed, to the
establishment of the regional-national
assemblies, and then, in the seventh year
of the Ten Year Crusade, 1960, to the
formation of an independent National
Spiritual Assembly in each country.
The American pioneers, joined by
pioneers from Canada and Iran, and
more and more local believers, are
doing wonderful work in South and
Central America. We hope that they
will be joined by younger Bahd’is from
the British Isles and perhaps from
Germany as the Bahd’i Youth of our
two countries respond to the call made
to them last Ridvan by the Universal
House of Justice to give one or two
years of their lives to the service of
Baha’u’llah in the mass-conversion areas
of the world.

A DYNAMIC, TURBULENT
CONTINENT.

On Monday, September 12th, at
7.10 am. we landed safely and on
schedule at London airport. Looking
back, what do we see? Latin America
teems with life from its insects to its

people; with its extremes of wealth and
poverty it is often primitive, dirty,
undisciplined, diseased, uneducated, but
it is alive, dynamic. Its cities are all in
course of construction; you can travel
by jet more easily than by road; in a
capital city you may find two wonderful
bathrooms to each flat, and in a rural
area no sanitation or even safe drinking
water. It is close to London and
Europe, less than one day’s flying time
by jet, yet it is a whole world away.
And there, a sleeping people is awaken-
ing, the Indians of Latin America.
These are people, some living now in
miserable conditions almost like those
of animals, about whom ‘Abdul’-
Baha wrote, in the ‘“Tablets of the
Divine Plan”, ‘“You must give great
importance to teaching the Indians . . .
For these souls are like the ancient
inhabitants of Peninsular Arabia, who
previous to the Manisfestation of His
Holiness Muhammad were treated as
savages. But when the Muhammadic
light shone forth in their midst, they
became so illumined that they bright-
ened the world. Likewise, should these
Indians and aborigines be educated and
obtain guidance, there is no doubt that
through the divine teachings, they will
become so enlightened as in turn to
shed light to all regions.”

Now we are working against time;
some of the Indians have already been
contaminated by all that is rotten in our
decaying civilisation. If this people,
destined by God for greatness, awaken
to something else and not to the purity
of the Faith, we Bahd’is will bear that
on our souls for all eternity, because
now we know. The small petty prob-
lems with which we engaged ourselves
in the developed countries; the lack of
realisation of what our financial and
material resources are compared with
what can be done with so little in those
places; our lack of perspective in rela-
tion to the greatness of the tasks which
face the Bahd’i world, all suddenly
cyrstallised in those six weeks in Latin
America. It is a new world, a vast,
dynamic, turbulent Continent that is a
challenge to us all.

CHILDREN’S MAGAZINE
“LITTLE JOURNAL”.

The Child Education Committee of
the N.S.A. of the Bahd’is of the British
Isles wishes to advise Bahd’i parents,
children and the friends in general that
the publication of the third number of
the “Little Journal” has been delayed,
because publication costs are being
studied with a view to making the
magazine self supporting. The costs
will be known by the next issue of
“Bah4’i Journal”, and we would like to
have the support of parents and other
readers in this connection.

The Child Education Committee wish
to inform the friends that in this and
subsequent numbers of the ‘“Baha’i Jour-
nal” they will be publishing reprints of
articles on child education which
appeared in “Baha’i News” some years
ago. As the contents of these articles
can be a very valuable guide in the task
of child training, the Committee invite
the friends to read and study them.
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Circuit Teachers.

Following our request earlier this year
for extensive visiting to other com-
munities, there have been a number
of successful trips of different- kinds.
Meherangiz Munsiff visited Swinton and
stayed there for a period of six days,
holding coffee mornings, firesides, and
speaking at public meetings; in all she
met thirty-eight contacts and was able
to consolidate the excellent work which
had been done by the friends in Swinton.
Farhang Jahanpur has undertaken two
extensive teaching trips in various parts
of the country and two more are planned
for later this year. Philip Hainsworth,
now returned to this country after
fifteen years of pioneering in Africa, has
already visited many communities in
the North, Midlands and Wales, and is
scheduled to make a visit to the South.
Jim and Dori Talbot made a tour of
Northern Communities, as did Meg
Fischbach from the U.S.A. Jane and
Kirby Kent, during their visit to
England, were based on Birmingham,
Manchester and London, and were able
to meet Bahd’is in surrounding areas.
Mary Kouchekzadeh, Pauline Senior
and Patrick and Patricia Green have also
visited communities at the request of
our committee.

We are indebted to the N.T.T.C. for
passing on to us coupons which had
been sent in at their request, and we have
written to a number of these friends who
have agreed to make regular visits to
specific places.

The committee is deeply grateful to all
those friends who are giving their time
and energy in trying to obey the request
of the Master to travel constantly.

Should any other friends feel moved
to participate in this inter-community
visiting, we should be happy to hear
from them.

Teaching Plans.

We continue to circulate teaching
plans to those assemblies which ask for
them, and members of our committee
have consulted with a large proportion
of local assemblies in England. New
ideas are always welcome—please let
us know if you think of any new teaching
plans.

World Religion Day.

We have already heard that many
assemblies have planned meetings for
World Religion Day, and the committee
has sent a list of suggested readings from
the writings of different Faiths to each
local assembly in England. We are
most grateful to Miss Elsie Cranmer of
Bournemouth for compiling these.

List of Speakers.

An additional list of Public and
Fireside speakers with alterations to the
previous one will be circulated to
L.S.A’s. very soon.

NEWS FROM THE GCOMMUNITIES

ABERDEEN.

Friends from many parts of Scotland
attended a week-end school on 19th/20th
November. After a devotional, beauti-
fully set to music, there followed a talk
on “The World Order of Baha’u’llah.”
A social evening on Saturday brought
together 30 people from various national
backgrounds, including 15 non-Baha’is.

The Sunday morning devotional was
followed by a talk entitled ‘“What is
Faith” and the theme of the post-lunch
session was “World Problems.”” Lively
discussion was enjoined throughout a
memorable week-end held in a mood of
unity and joyfulness.

ANGLESEY.

A Public Meeting held at Llanefri on
9th September had an audience of 18,
including six Welsh-speaking non-
Bah4’is. Ena Coulson and Bill Crump
spoke about ‘“Progressive Revelation’,
part of Ena’s talk being given in Welsh.

BIRMINGHAM.

“O ye friends of God! The world is
like the body of man—it hath become
sick, feeble and infirm . . . . O ye friends
of God! Be kind to all peoples and
nations, have love for all of them . . . .. >

The congregation was listening in
utter silence to the words of Abdu’l-
Bahad. The occasion was a very special
one for it was the first time that Baha’i
Scriptures and prayers had been read in
a Church imr Birmingham. There were
representatives from the Jewish, Muslim,
Buddhist, Christian and Hindu Faiths
at this “All Faiths Service.” but the
Baha’i reader was the only woman
reader and this made a great impression
on both the Minister and on the con-
gregation.

There were three points of interest
about this significant evening: the
Church was called the Church of the
Messiah; the hymn sung immediately
after the Baha’i readings was about the
“most blessed, most glorious, the
Ancient .of Days” and ended with the
words “O help us to see, ‘tis only the
splendour of light hideth Thee”; and
the Baha’i public meeting, ‘Presenting
World Religions’, was announced from
the pulpit.

After the Service, we were invited for
coffee in the Church’s congregational
room. This provided us with an excel-
lent opportunity to talk about the Faith
to many people. One Bahd’i was
invited to have tea with a minister and
his wife the next day. The Minister
who had organized the Service came to
us later and quite genuinely and sincerely
said “your Baha’i reader read beautifully
and the readings moved me very much,”

Five days later, the week-end of
November 26/27, about twenty-five
Bah4’is gathered together and spent two
days studying the °‘Igan. On the
Saturday evening, we went to the public
meeting organized by the Bahd’is for
‘People to People Week’ and which was
attended by friends from other com-
munities. There were over thirty non-
Bahd’is attending their first Baha’i
meeting, and some had not heard of the

Faith until that evening, many said they
would like to attend our ““firesides.”

GREATER LONDON AREA.

Wandsworth L.S.A. organised a
meeting on Sunday, 13th November,
1966 at the London Baha’i Centre for
the Baha’is residing in Greater London
Area, to hear Dorothy Ferraby and
David Lewis speak about the functions
of the Auxiliary Board members and the
station of the Hands of the Cause of
God. Dorothy explained the functions
of the Board Members for the protection
of the Faith, and David spoke on the
avenues for propagation.

The meeting was well attended and
proved to be informative and instructive.
Those present at the meeting expressed
a desire that there should be more
frequent contacts amongst the Bahd’is
residing in the Greater London Area.

A one-day conference of the London
Borough Assemblies has been arranged
by the N.S.A. to be held on Sunday, 5th
February at 27, Rutland Gate.

HORSFORTH.

Headlines ‘“‘Horsforth Concert Free,
but with a Difference” and ‘“Horsforth
and the Baha’i Faith” indicate how the
Horsforth Baha’i Group introduced the
Faith to their Urban District. Articles
appeared in the local newspaper before
and after a concert given in the Mechan-
ics’ Institute, Horsforth, when Lois
Hainsworth, soprano and Sylvia Schul-
man (Benatar), pianoforte, performed
works by Mozart, Schubert, Chopin,
Prokofief and others. During the
interval Philip Hainsworth gave an
introductory talk on the Faith and why a
community is being formed in Hors-
forth.

About a hundred people attended the
concert of which almost fifty were
Bahd’is from Northern Communities.
Some seven hundred handbills were
distributed and advertisements placed
in two local weekly newspapers and the
“Jewish Gazette”. - Considerable local
interest was aroused, the wife of the
Chairman of the District Council and one
of the Councillors were amongst the
audience, and representatives of the
Towns womens Guild, Scout Movement
and Crippled Children Fund Committee
were also present.

A press release of 650 words was
printed in full by the local newspaper
and referred to a follow-up meeting
to be taken by Farhang Jahanpur.
Selections from the release were also
printed in the other papers which
carried advertisements. The reporter
from the local newspaper gave a 450
word report on the front page, made
mention of the concert and Farhang’s
meeting, but devoted most of the
article to Philip’s introduction of the
Faith. It was a good report with no
important error and many people later
commented on having read it.

It is intended to follow up the regular
firesides with quotations in the local
press.

The concert was well organised,
dignified and most impressive, and
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afterwards an opportunity was given
for the visiting Bahd’is to meet and
impress the visitors with the spirit of
the occasion.

This new approach to teaching—
good quality entertainment with a
brief introductory talk—might well be
tried in other places.

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE.

A one-day school was held in New-
castle upon Tyne, incorporating the
celebration of World Religion Day. An
excellent talk given in the morning by
Eric Hellicar entitled “Towards World
Unity” was attended by 23 people
including 5 non-Bahd’is, this session
over-ran its time schedule due to the
many questions asked and the ensuing
lively discussion.

In the afternoon, following a de-
votional, speakers representing the
Jewish, Christian, Islamic and Bahd’i
religions spoke on the subject “My
Faith and the Future.” It was heart-
ening to see 26 non-Bahd’is among the
audience of 50, several of whom
accepted the invitation to pose questions
to the panel.

“Follow-up” firesides have been
arranged and we look forward to
meeting our new friends once again.

PONTYPRIDD.

A successful week-end School, held
in Barry on 15th/16th October, had an
attendance of 38 including four non-
Baha’is.

On 23rd October, a Baha’i prayer was
read by a Unitarian Minister in his

FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS.

The Importance of Child Training.

Bah4’u’llah enjoined education upon
all. During the days of the historic
visit of our beloved Master on this
continent, He spoke many times of the
training of Bahd’i children. He said,
“Encourage the children from early
childhood in the study of every science,
and urge them to acquire every art, in
order that through the favor and assist-
ance of God. theheart of every one may be-
come a mirror reflecting the mysteries of
beings, and fathom the reality of every-
thing, and that he may gain worldwide
renown in sciences, knowledge and arts.”

The Bah&’i parent knows that scien-
tific education is not enough. The
spiritualization of character to the point
at which it dominates one’s manner of
living is a great achievement. “Di-
vine education,”” stated ‘Abdu’l-Baha,
“is the sum total of all development.
It is the safeguard of humanity. The
world of nature is a world of defects
and incompleteness. The world of the
Kingdom is reached by the highway of
religion and is the heaven of all divine
virtues.” ‘“Make ye an effort” He fur-
ther writes, ““So that these children may
be trained and educated and that each
of them may become perfect in the
world of humanity.”

A child is like a green branch, tender
and easily trained. The sacred duty of
every Bahd’i parent is the development
of the little children under the supreme
guidance of the Manifestation of God

through the divine education, belief is
attained, the highest of all gifts is
bestowed upon the children. Baha’u’l-
lah remarks: ““Such is the station
ordained for the true believer that if to
an extent smaller than a needle’s eye the
glory of that station were to be unveiled
to mankind, every beholder would be
consumed away in his longing to attain it”.

Our children form the front ranks of
the spiritual army of tomorrow. In
their days divine justice must cover the
earth; it is our supreme privilege to
prepare them for the part that they will
play. Reprinted from “Baha’i News”.

No. 124. April, 1939.
CHILD EDUCATION COMMITTEE

YOU ARE VERY FORTUNATE . .

50 years ago there were virtually no
Bahé’i books in English.

Today, we have many authentic
translations of prayers and meditations,
stories from the history of the Faith
from the earliest days up to the present
time, and delightful books which can be
a real source of inspiration and guidance
in our day-to-day life.

‘Abdu’l-Baha tells us that the real
inner happiness comes from reading the
writings every day.

Send a stamped addressed envelope
9” x 4” for a free catalogue to

Baha’i Publishing Trust,
248, London Road,

United Nations Day service. through His life-giving Word. And if Leicester.
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE No. 1 A/C.
11th September to 30th December, 1966 (incl.).
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Donations :— N.S.A.
L.S.A.’s & Groups ... 659 5 8 (55 Travel 414 0 9
Individuals . 2,615 17 1 (%99 Office S 85306 11
Telephone and Cables 8316 0
32,2758 24509 Post and Stationery... 98 12 7
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Communities contribution:—Bangor, Belfast, Bedford, Barnet, Blackpool, Bournemouth, Bradford, Brent, Brighton, Cambridge,
Camden, Canterbury, Cardiff, Cheadle, Chester, Croydon, Ealing, Eccles, Edinburgh, Epsom, Exeter, Castlereagh, Glasgow,
Hammersmith, Harringay, Havering, Inverness, Jersey, Kensington and Chelsea, Leicester, Liverpool, Manchester, Lytham St. Annes,

Malta, Motherwell, Nelson, Newcastle, North Berwick, Norwich,

Nottingham,

Oxford, Paignton, Peterboro’ Pontypridd,

Portsmouth, Reading, Sheffield, Southport, Stafford, Sutton Coldfield, Swinton, Swansea, Wandsworth, Watford, Winchester, West-

minster, Wokingham R.D., York.
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