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PROCLAMATION:-
— Five - and - a - half - years —

Seven short months lie between us
and the Intercontinental Conferences to
be held in Frankfurt, Germany ; Panama
New Delhi, India; Kampala, Uganda;
Sydney, Australia; and Wilmette, U.S.A.
over the week-end October 7th/8th/
9th/10th, which the Universal House of
Justice (in their Ridvan 1966 message)
explained will ‘“sound the ‘opening
notes’ of a period of proclamation of the
Cause of God extending through the
remaining remaining years of the Nine
Year Plan to the centenary, in 1973, of
the revelation of the Kitab-i-Aqdas.”
These seven months are all that is left
to us to prepare for the proclamation
period.

The proclamation period is not like
the 1963-64 Centenary, for one year
only, it covers five-and-a-half-years.
That is why the National Assembly
decided to ‘phase’ proclamation activity
in the British Isles, and studied the
Ridvan 1965 message from the Universal
House of Justice to draw up an approp-
riate time-table. The first phase will
cover the period September 1967 to
Ridvan 1969 and the events of those
twenty months have been set out in the
“Delineation of First Phase of Pro-
clamation Activity”, which Convention
delegates will remember receiving at
Convention last Ridvan, and which
has already been sent to all local
spiritual assemblies, goal towns and
groups. It is given below for you to
study. A special proclamation booklet
will be published during this period. The
Proclamation Committee is already
working on detailed plans for this first
phase.

The National Assembly’s objective
has been to plan a steadily unfolding
programme which the British Com-
munity will be able to sustain, both
financially and with adequate manpower.
A second phase will be planned in good
time. The N.S.A. has also borne in
mind the timing of the re-election of the
Universal House of Justice, and the
beginning of our public proclamation
is timed to take place after the re-elec-
tion of that Supreme Body, when the
newly-elected House is in office for a
further period, rather than on the eve
of its re-election.

Let us pause here, and see exactly
what we are celebrating. Sometime
during the months of September and
October 1867, in Adrianople, Bahd’u-
1lah revealed the Suriy-i-Muluk, and
one hundred years later, appointed
representatives of the Baha’i world will
visit the site of the house in Adrianople
where this Tablet was revealed; that
is the first centenary to be celebrated
during the proclamation period. In
August 1968 an Oceanic Conference
will be held on an island in the Mediter.
ranean Sea to commemorate Baha'u’-
114h’s voyage upon that sea, a hundred
years before, from Galliopli in Turkey to

the Most Great Prison in ‘Akka; that is
the second centenary to be celebrated.
And in 1973 we shall celebrate the
centenary of the revelation by Baha’u’-
114h of the Kit4ab-i-Aqdas.

The National Assembly is happy to
share with you a very helpful outline
prepared by the Hand of the Cause
Jalal Khazéh from “God Passes By”,
which draws very much upon Shoghi
Effendi’s own words:

“Three of the most outstanding events
of the Ministry of Baha’u’llah are:
the birth of His Revelation in the
Siyah-Chal, His Declaration in Bagh-
dad and His Proclamation in Adrian-
ople. Regarding this last period
Shoghi Effendi quotes an eye-witness
as having said that, “the Divine verses
were raining down in such number
that it was impossible to record them.”

The most momentous Tablet revealed
during this period was the Suriy-i-
Muluk, addressed to the Sultan of
Turkey, his ministers, the Kings of
Christendom, the French and Persian
ambassadors to the Sublime Porte, the
Moslem ecclesiastical leaders in Con-
stantinople, the people of Persia and
the philosophers of the world, (see
pages 171-2, “‘God Passes By”’). Greater
detail regarding this Tablet- can be
found on pages 172 to 175 of “God
Passes By.”” Another important work
revealed in Adrianople was the Surih
of the Branch in which the station of
the beloved Master was foreshadowed
(p. 177 G.P.B.)

On August 31st 1868, the Blessed
Beauty was banished from Adrianople
to the penal colony of ‘Akka, the
Most Great Prison. The Tablets
which He revealed there fall into three
distinct categories, first are those which
constitute the sequel to the proclama-
tion of His Mission in Adrianople,
second are the laws and ordinances
recorded for the most part in the
Kitab-i-Aqdas, third are those Tablets
which enunciate and reaffirm the
fundamental principles underlying His
Dispensation (p.205-6 G.P.B.).

The Tablets revealed in the early
years of His exile to ‘Akka were
addressed to the Kings and religious
leaders of the world (p.206) such as,
Queen Victoria (p.206-7, 207-8); the
Emperor of the French, Napoleon III
(p.207); the rulers of America and the
Presidents of its Republics (p.207);
Nicolaevitch Alexander II, Czar of
Russia (p.207); the King of Prussia,
Wilhelm I (p.208); Francis Joseph, the
Austrian Emperor (p.208); a second
Tablet to Ali Pasha, the Grand Vizir
of the Sultan of Turkey (p.208-9);
the entire company of ecclesiastical
leaders of all religions (p.209); Pope
Pius IX (p.209); the patriarchs of the
Christian church (p.209-10); the con-
course of monks (p.210); the entire

body of Muslim ecclesiastics (p.210-11);
the Jewish People, to whom He announ-
ced the coming of the Most Great Law
(p.211); the priests of the Zoroastrian
faith (p.211); and through Queen
Victoria to the members of the British
legislature (p.211). These comprise
“the salient features of the concluding
utterances of that historic Proclama-
tion, the opening notes of which were
sounded during the latter part of
Bah4’u’ll4h’s banishment to Adrianople
and which closed during the early years
of His incarceration in the prison-
fortress of ‘Akkd4”, where the Kitab-
i-Aqdas was revealed (see G.P.B.,
p. 213).

In that Most Holy Book are recorded
Baha’uv’llah’s words to the Presidents
of the Republics of the American
continent, the members of the world’s
parliaments, the Emperor Wilhelm I,
conqueror of Napolean III, and Francis
Joseph; His reference to the lamenta-
tions of Berlin;- His condemnation of
the throne of tyranny established in
Constantinople, and His words ad-
dressed to His native city, assuring her
that God has chosen her to be “The
source of joy of all mankind.”” (p.215).

Those are the Tablets which constitute
Bah4’u’llah’s Own Proclamation to the
Kings and Rulers of the world. ‘The
National Assembly recommends that, in
preparation for Proclamation 1967-1973,
you study these Tablets, extracts from
which are to be found in ‘“Gleanings
from the Writings of Bahd’uw’llah,”
“Epistle to the Son of the Wolf”,
“Baha’i Revelation”, and ‘“The Pro-
mised Day is come”. :

Here is the first phase of Proclamation
activity in the British Isles: :

1. On Wednesday, September 27th,
1967, the National Assembly, through
its official representative, will ‘lay
flowers on the Grave of the Beloved
Guardian, and prayers will be said, to
coincide with the visit made by re-
presentatives of the Bahd’i World to the
site of the house in Adrianople, where
the historic Suriy-i-Muluk was revealed.
All Friends will be invited to attend this
ceremony.

2. At the Feast of Mashiyyat,
Wednesday, September 27th, a special
devotional programme will be planned
to mark that historic visit in Adrianople.

3. Saturday, September 30th, 1967,
a befitting national observance will be
held in London to mark the opening of
the centenary period; this will be of a
spiritual/devotional ~ character, for
Baha’is only, but it will be publicised to
press and radio.

4. October, 1967, a party from the
British Isles will attend the Inter-
Continental Conference in Frankfurt.

5. In the period October 1967/
Ridvan 1968 befitting observances of a
spiritual/devotional nature will be held
throughout the British Isles, the “pivotal
centres” (i.e. London, Edinburgh,
Belfast, Cardiff and Dublin) taking the
lead in each country, with local cele-
brations following, so that there is a
steady build-up of local publicity
throughout the land.
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OBEDIENGE CHILD EDUCATION

‘Abdu’l-Baha once said: “The fath-
ers and especially the mothers, must al-
ways think how they can best educate
their children; not how to fondle and
embrace them and thus spoil them. By
every means at their disposal they must
inculcate into their growing bodies,
minds and spirits, the principles of sin-
cerity, love, trustfulness, obedience,
true democracy, and kindness toward
all races; thus hereafter the world of
civilization may flow in one mighty
current and the children of the next
generation may make secure the founda-
tions of human solidarity and good will.”

As we read these words of ‘Abdu’l-
Bahd, we note that in enumerating the
various attributes He would have par-
ents cultivate in their children, He in-
cludes obedience. It is well to consider,
in this New Day, when enlightened
parents are breaking away from the old
idea of blind obedience on the part _of
the child and are attempting to set him
free from too much adult dominance in
order that he may develop his own per-
sonality and initiative, that parents do
not make the mistake of too little
restriction and become lax. The
more obedient a child is, the more true
freedom he may enjoy, for extreme lib-

erty is licence. Of this Baha’u’lldh
wrote: “Know ye that the embodi-
ment of liberty and its symbol is the
animal. That which beseemeth man is
submission unto such restraints as will
protect him from his own ignorance
and guard him against the harm of the
mischief-maker.”

Mrs. Amy Dwelly, formerly associ-
ated with the Merrill-Palmer Nursery
School, writes for us: ‘“From infancy
on, obedience can and should be taught.
This magnificant lesson, however, can
not be learned suddenly or without ef-
fort. One of the secrets of teaching a
child to obey is to begin when he is
very young by giving him a few impor-
tant commands that he understands
perfectly and seeing to it that he always
obeys them. Too many don’ts; no’s
and can’ts confuse and puzzle a small
child with the result that he usually ig-
nores them all. The few well chosen
commands given to a child should be
related to his health, safety and spir-
itual well being, but these should be al-
ways obeyed. The successful parent
does not nag, but he is consistent.

‘Abdu’l-Baha said ‘“The integrity
of the family bond must be constantly
considered and the rights of the indi-
vidual members must not be transgres-
sed. The rights of the son, the rights

continued from page 10.

6. Ridvan 1968, re-election of the
Universal House of Justice, in which
members of the British N.S.A. will take
part.

7. Upon the return from Haifa of
National Assembly members, the full
celebration of the Ridvan period will
include the holding of National Con-
vention and the staging of a major
Exhibition in London for one week.
The venue for this Exhibition will be
such that the room can also be used for
the holding of public meetings and
receptions and in the evenings the
public will be invited to attend lectures,
panels will be presented, guest speakers
will be invited from other organisations,
and similar activities will take place.
It is possible that a banquet will be
held in London at this time, at which
prominent non-Bahd’is will be enter-
tained.

8. The Exhibition will then move in
turn to the capital cities of N. Ireland,
Scotland and Wales, and the programme
of meetings as held in London will be
repeated according to the new needs
in each country. It is possible that a
banquet will be held in each of the
pivotal centres in turn.

9. After these major Exhibitions in
Belfast, Edinburgh, Cardiff, the material
will be remoulded to form an exhibition
which can be used throughout the
country in the months leading up to
Ridvan 1969.

10. British representative(s) will
attend the Oceanic Conference to be
held in the Mediterranean Sea during
August 1968 to commemorate the
centenary of Baha’u’llah’s voyage upon
that sea.

As can be seen from these details, in
the British Isles the period from Sep-
tember, 1967 to Ridvan 1968 will be one
of a steadily developing publicity pro-
gramme at local level, with press and
radio/television releases of national
activity interspersed, as representatives
of the British Community take part in
national and international activity. It
is on this foundation of local publicity
that national publicity will later be
built up,

The next seven months are precious,
we all need to use them to the very best
advantage to prepare for the five-and-a-
half years of Proclamation activity.
Basic things need attention, such as:
intensification of teaching efforts
throughout the country, especially per-
sonal teaching, to attract more and
more people to the Faith; the prepara-
tion of each of us individually, through
a deeper understanding of what is
meant by ‘the Bahd’i life’ to meet the
glare of publicity as the Faith passes
out of obscurity into the next stage of
its development; and the preparation of
local assemblies (and potential assem-
blies, i.e. goal towns and groups) so that
they work joyously and effectively as
Bahd’i institutions and are able to
shoulder the many exciting tasks which
proclamation activities will bring,
especially, we fervently pray, a great
increase in the number of new believers.

(An incorrect statement appeared in
the article ““Preparing for Proclamation™
published in the **Bahd’i Journal” No. 177
January, 1967, third column, under the
sub-heading ‘The Event Being Cele-
brated’. The Suriyv-i-Muluk is one
single Tablet, revealed by Bahd u’lldh
in Adrianople sometime during the
months of September and October 1867).

of the father, the rights of the mother,
none of them must be transgressed,
none of them must be arbitrary”
This sort of mutual respect and
understanding, such as one expects
to find in every Bahd’i family, is the
soil in which sincere obedience will
flourish.

Upon all Baha’is entrusted with the
training of a child, is placed the divine
responsibility of teaching him obedi-
ence to God’s Commands so that he
will indeed be, “fully prepared to ren-
der instant, exact and complete obedi-
ence.” This is beneficial to himself.

Bahd’u’llah wrote: “O ye peoples of
the world! know assuredly that My
commandments are the lamps of My
loving providence among My servants,
and the keys of my mercy for My
creatures.” Observe My command-
ments, for the love of my beauty, Hap-
py is the lover that hath inhaled the di-
vine fragrance of his Best Beloved
from these words, laden with the per-
fume of a grace which no tougue can
describe.” “Think not that We have
revealed unto you a mere code of laws.
Nay, Rather, We have unsealed the
choice wine with the fingers of might
and power.”

More important still, as your child
grows older, he will take his place in
the great army of Bahd’u’lldh in this
Day of God. The victories of any army
are commensurate with the obedience
of its soldiers. Consider an army of a
country. How impossible to capture
a city if each soldier were occupied with
his own concerns! Even when a man
is sincerely sure that he is right, his
disobedience can cause loss to the en-
tire army.

Vahid at Yazd commanded his ser-
vant Hasan to convey the treatises of
the Bab to a certain place on the road
to Mihriz, warning him that in no wise
must he change his course. Nabil tells
us: “No sooner had Hasan mounted
his horse and prepared to leave than
the cries of the sentinels . . . reached
his ears. Fearing lest they capture him
and seize the precious manuscripts in
his possession, he decided to follow a
different route from the one which his
master had instructed him to take. As
he was passing behind the fort, the sen-
tinels recognized him, shot his horse
and captured him. Meanwhile Vahid

. chose the same route that he had
advised his servant to take, and, arriv-
ing safely at that spot, was surprised to
find that Hasan was missing. Vahid
knew immediately that he had disre-
garded his directions and had been cap-
tured by the enemy. And so the
treatises penned by the hand of the
martyred Bab were lost.

Obedience! To the words of Ba-
h&’w’lldh, the Master, the Guardian
Obedience to the Administrative chan-
nels of their grace! A reverence for
law; nay, a love and gratitude for law;
this, parents, is the greatest protection,
the most profound benefit, and the
fondest heritage that you can bequeath
to your child, the spiritual soldier of
tomorrow.

Bahd’i News No. 127, July 1939.
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DECLARATIONS IN GOAL TOWN.

The Carlisle group are happy to
welcome two new believers, Mr. and
Mrs. J. Smeatham who have recently
declared their belief in Baha’u’llah. Let
us pray that this Community will
be further blessed in the near future.

WOMEN’S CIRCLE HEARS OF
BAHA’l FAITH.

A talk on the Baha’i Faith was given
to the Scunthorpe Presbyterian Women’s
Circle by Lois Hainsworth. A great
deal of interest was shown by the aud-
ience of about twenty, and Lois’s supply
of pamphlets soon disappeared.

A COMMITTEE MEETING PLUS.

Committee work has a tendency to
become a matter of routine, dealing with
figures and theories, and (in the minds of
some, at least!) divorced from reality.
To rectify this picture of committees as
remote bodies, working in a vacuum; to
establish a closer relationship with the
Bah4a’is under its care; and, as is our
belief, to give added impetus to the
spiritual forces now shaping the destiny
of each town and village, through united
prayer and consultation, in the very spot
where the ‘battle’ is being waged; the
N.T.T.C., like its sister committees, has
adopted the policy of holding its meet-
ings in goal-towns.

Its last meeting was held in Aylesbury.
But it was a meeting with a difference.
For part of the time, the N.T.T.C. was
joined by the A.A.T.C. for a joint
appraisal of the teaching work in
England, and consultation on means of
intensifying it.

The meeting took place beneath the
ageing oak-beams of a Tudor Inn, a place
where Cromwell himself had stayed
whilst engaged in a revolution that
changed the nation. And now Baha’i’s
were meeting, not to plot the overthrow
of a monarchy, but, inspired by far
purer ideals, to draw up plans for a
spiritual revolution.

During the weekend a consultative
meeting was held to discuss teaching
activity in Aylesbury. This was attend-
ed by the pioneers of that town and
friends from Oxford.

On Sunday morning, a special recep-
tion was arranged to which the Editor
of the Buckinghamshire Herald was
invited, as he had shown interest in the
Faith through quotations in the paper.

Friends present, included both Teach-
ing Committees, and friends from
Aylesbury and Oxford. It was a very
happy gathering.

PARAMOUNT DUTY OF EVERY
BAHA’L

“With this vision clearly set before us,
and fortified by the knowledge of the
gracious aid of Bahd’u’llih and the
repeated assurances of ‘Abdu’l-Baha,
let us first strive to live the life and then
arise with one heart, one mind, one

REPORT -

voice, to reinforce our numbers and
achieve our end. Let us recall, and seek
on this sad occasion the comfort of, the
last wishes of our departed yet ever-
watchful master:—

“ It behoveth them not to rest for a
moment, neither to seek repose. They
must disperse themselves in every land,
pass by every clime, and travel through-
out all regions. Bestirred, without rest,
and steadfast to the end, they must raise
in every land the triumphal cry ‘Ya
Baha‘u’l-Abhd!” (O Thou the Glory of
Glories) . . . . The disciples of Christ
forgot themselves and all earthly things,
forsook all their cares and belongings,
purged themselves of self and passion,
and with absolute detachment scattered
far and wide and engaged in calling the
peoples of the world to the divine guid-
ance; till at last they made the world
another world, illumined the surface of
the earth, and even to their last hour
proved self-sacrificing in the pathway of
that beloved One of God. Finally in
various lands they suffered glorious
martyrdom. Let them that are men of
action follow in their footsteps!’

Having grasped the significance of
these words, having obtained a clear
understanding of the true character of our
mission, the methods to adopt, the
course to pursue, and having attained
sufficiently the individual regeneration
—the essential requisite of teaching—
let us arise to teach His Cause with
righteousness, conviction, understand-
ing and vigour. Let this be the para-
mount and most urgent duty of every
Bahd’i. Let us make it the dominating
passion of our life. Let us scatter to the
utmost corners of the earth; sacrifice our
personal interests, comforts, tastes and
pleasures; mingle with the divers
kindreds and peoples of the World;
familiarize ourselves with their manners,
traditions, thoughts and customs; arouse
stimulate and maintain universal inter-
est in the Movement, and at the same
time endeavour by all the means in our
power, by concentrated and persistent
attention, to enlist the unreserved alleg-
iance and the active support of the more
hopeful and receptive among our
hearers. Let us too bear in mind the
example which our beloved Master has
clearly set before us. Wise and tactful
in His approach, wakeful and attentive
in His early intercourse, broad and
liberal in all His public utterances,
cautious and gradual in the unfolding of
the essential verities of the Cause, pas-
sionate in His appeal, yet sober in His
argument, confident in tone, un-
swerving in conviction, dignified in His
manners—such were the distinguishing
features of our Beloved’s noble presenta-
tion of the Cause of Baha’u’llah.

If we all choose to tread faithfully
His path, surely the day is not far distant
when our beloved Cause will have
emerged from the inevitable obscurity of
a young and struggling Faith into the
broad daylight of universal recognition.

This is our duty, our first obligation.
Therein lies the secret of the success of
the Cause we love so well. Therein lies
the hope, the salvation of mankind. Are
we fully conscious of our responsibili-
ties? Do we realize the urgency, the
sacredness, the immensity, the glory of
our task?

I entreat you, dear friends, to con-
tinue, nay, to redouble your efforts, to
keep your vision clear, your hopes un-
dimmed, your determination unshaken,
so that the power of God within us may
“fill the world with all its glory’,”

00

Shoghi Effendi.

FOR YOUR
INFORMATION

The National Assembly wishes to
draw the attention of all the Friends to
the following two letters received from
the Universal House of Justice in
response to questions we have put to
them:

Haifa, Israel, February Sth, 1967.

INSCRIPTION/SYMBOL ON TOMBSTONES.

In reply to your letter of January
26th, we are glad to share with you the
following quotations from the beloved
Guardian’s letters:

‘. . . thereis no reason why the word
‘Baha’i’ should not appear in the centre
of a nine-pointed star on the tombstone
of dear Elsa Vento, but the ring-stone
emblem should not be used, nor the
Greatest Name.”

““Shoghi Effendi feels it is better not to
put the Greatest Name on Bahd’i
graves. It is not forbidden to do so
but inappropriate.”

We trust this answers your questions.

With Loving Baha’i greetings,
(Signed and Sealed)

THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE.

February 5th, 1967.

Dear Friends,
DESIGNATION OF THE FAITH.

In reply to your letter of January
26th, we realize that there are occasions
on which the use of the term “Bahd’i
World Faith” may be justified and
useful. However, it is our hope that
the friends will gradually lose the habit
of using this term as widely as they do
now. The designation ‘““The Baha’i
Faith” is more dignified and is pre-
ferable. Any adjective added to this
name tends to a diminution of its
stature and might be taken to mean that
their are other “Baha’i Faiths™.

With Loving Baha’i greetings,
(Signed and Sealed),

THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE

Co-operative Printing Society Ltd., Rutherford Street, Newcastle.
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