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PROCLAMATION

ENGLISH ASSEMBLIES PREPARE FOR
ACTION.

READINESS.

The news from Assemblies throughout England has indicated the anticipation of
the Friends and their readiness to study for the coming Proclamation period. This
past year has not produced any particularly startling events, nor has there yet been a
great increase in declarations, and at present a number of Assemblies are in jeopardy,
being low in numbers close to Ridvan. We pray that the news may be brighter by
Ridvan but everywhere hearts are beginning to turn to September and the start of
Proclamation. Having read the messages from the Universal House of Justice there
is a feeling that this period can bring a new impetus to our teaching so that the growth
of communities by declarations will make pioneering to maintain the Assemblies
unnecessary.

SYSTEMATIC PLANS.

Gathering together the experience of successful teaching from all Communities,
the Assembly Assistance Teaching Committee is now launching a systematic teaching
plan that will unite all the Assemblies in England. By now every believer in these
Communities should have details of the plan, entitled “PROCLAIMING OUR
FAITH.” Designed so that it can be adapted to the capabilities of every Community,
backed by a large number of teaching aids and material, based on the guidance of the
beloved Guardian and the instructions of the Universal House of Justice, this plan uses
no gimmicks but will succeed through the devotion and service of the Local Assemblies
and the dedication of every believer.

A PART FOR EVERYONE.

The Guardian has told us that we will succeed in our teaching only as much as we
all, individually, live the Bahd’i life, and he has reminded us that we will not succeed
through our own brilliance or intelligence, but through the power of God that works
through our humility and our obedience. The plan then starts with prayer, study, and
consultation. Already communities are active in studying the Writings ready for Pro-
clamation and this study will lead every Assembly and believer to find out just what they
can offer in service and sacrifice as their response to Baha’u’llah’s Proclamation.
Every believer will find a part in this plan and through his study become assured,
through his obedience to his Assembly become orientated and through his teaching
become happy until we really do stand out as the * assured’, orientated and
fundamentally happy beings > that the Universal House of Justice has demanded.

ASSEMBLIES UNITED.

As the various Assemblies start putting this plan into action they will be uniting
in a number of ways. Not only will they all be linked through carrying out the teach-
ing activities at the same time, not only will they be using a plan that has been built up
from the experience of all these Assemblies, not only will they all be obeying the same
supreme body that called for systematic teaching plans, but they will all be based on the
same foundation of belief in Bahd’u’llah. ** Unity, discipline and vigour ** is what our
communities must have and it is these essential qualities that can make our united
activity a success, can make it a means of bringing yet more and more people to the
knowledge of Baha’w’llah. This plan will not replace any of the present teaching
activity which must not stop for a minute; this is for that extra service and sacrifice
that will make us ‘“ emerge from obscurity.”

‘“ REMEMBER MY DAYS ...”

* Remember my days during thy days, and My distress and banishment in this
remote prison.”” This is exactly what we are all doing as we study what happened
100 years ago in Adrianople. *“ And be thou so steadfast in My love that thy heart
shall not waver, even if the swords of the enemies rain blows upon thee and all the heavens
and the earth arise against thee . . .Rely upon God. . .”. From these words we start,
and relying on God rather than our own limited resources, we look forward with hope
and determination to Proclamation.

OUR NEW ASSEMBLIES.

As soon as the sun sets on April 21st, there will be a large number of new Assemblies
waiting to start their year of service, which, we trust, will include participation in this
teaching plan. We look forward to hearing from every Assembly, as soon as possible,
so that we can be ready to work with each one. If an Assembly wishes, we will come
to consult with it, but whether you wish this or not, please give us your secretary’s
address immediately so that no time is lost. There is no time to spare. Our secretary’s
address is: Mrs. Lois Hainsworth, Sharaf, 10, Church Road, Horsforth, Leeds.

ASSEMBLY ASSISTANCE TEACHING COMMITTEE.

S

SUMMARY OF PLAN

PREPARATION: May 23rd to
September 30th.

PRAYER: May 23 to June 24.
Communities to hold meetings for
Declaration of the Bab and Prayer.
Outlines for meetings and further
suggestions to be sent by AATC.

STUDY: June 24 to August 1.

Communities to hold meetings for
study and prayer for Proclamation.
Assemblies to consult with friends
on best ways of using all effort.
Programmes and further sugges-
tions to be provided by AATC.

VISITING : August 1 to September 8.
Study and prayer continue; visits
to nearby goal towns and isolated
believers. Programmes provided
by AATC.

CLUBS, SOCIETIES, ETC.:
September 8 to September 30.

Notices for clubs and societies,
contacts with these bodies afresh.
A widening circle of contacts.

. PROCLAIMING: Oct.1 to Mar. 21.

WORLD PEACE: Oct.1 to Nov. 4.
A meeting on World Peace; fire-
sides to continue and intensify.
Frankfurt Conference during this
period. Press releases, program-
mes and outlines for World Peace
and UN Day provided by AATC.

WORLD UNITY : November 4 to 28.
A mccting on  World  Unity.
Social devotional meeting for the
Birth of Baha’u’llah. Approaches
to local UNA or Human Rights
Year Committees with details of
plans for Bahd’i activity. Program-
mes and outlines supplied by AATC

ABOLITION OF PREJUDICE:
November 28 to December 31.

A meeting on Abolition of Prejudice
to be held on Human Rights Day
(December 10). Where feasible
an effort to contact other classes
and races. Regular firesides to
continue with special effort to
invite visiting speakers.

WORLD RELIGION: January 1
to February 7.

Meeting for World Religion Day.
Announcement of plans for Human
Rights Yearandinvitations to other
bodies to join activities. Program-
mes and Press releases to be pro-
vided by AATC.

Teaching Conference in this period.

WORLD COMMONWEALTH.
February 7 to March 2.

Meeting on World Commonwealth ;
Human Rights activity; increased
visiting during Intercalary Days,
approaches to local press. Pro-
grammes and publicity material to
be supplied by AATC.

10. THE LAW OF GOD: Mar. 2 - 21.

Meeting on the Law of God in
every community. Prayer and study
for national events for Proclama-
tion. Naw Ruz celebrations. Pro-
grammes and publicity ideas will
be provided by AATC.
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NORTHERN
ISLES

““ Parallel with this highly vital and
urgently needed exertion in foreign
fields, a further intensification of effort
is required on the Home front, and par-
ticularly throughout the newly opened
islands bordering the homeland itself
now standing in such dire need of a
flow of pioneers and a concentration of
material resources unexampled in British
history.”

Extract from the Guardian’s Letter
to the British Bahd’i Community, July
11¢h, 1956.

Since this letter from the Beloved
Guardian eleven years ago, these
staunch and steadfast souls in their
respective island out-posts, have been
very fortunate if they have had more
than one visitor each year. These
friends are in need of an outpouring of
Baha’i love and fellowship, to be able
to converse with other Bahd’is, to be
made to feel that they are as much an
integral part, not only of the British
Bah4’i Community, but also of thl
World encircling Cause of Baha’ wllah®

Yes indeed, these islands off the
Northern Coast are the responsibility of
the British Bahd’i Community; your
responsibility, haven’t you felt the joy
and exhilaration of a Weekend School,
Summer School, Teaching Conference
or Convention, yet these people are
deprived not only of these activities but
of being able to talk with other Baha’is
from one year to another.

Constant progress of the Cause of
God is a source of joy to us all and a
stimulus to further action, but without
action we cannot stimulate that con-
stant progress. Under the direction of
the Universal House of Justice, these
islands have to attain Assembly status
in the Nine Year Plan.

What are YOU doing about it?

Why not dedicate your vacation to
teaching the Cause of Baha’u’llah!
It is little to ask, to combine a holiday
with spreading the love and fragrances
of this wondrous Cause.

These islands are not difficult to
reach, but it takes time, and summer-
time is when most of us have the most
time available.

Lands of the Midnight Sun, each of
these islands have a fascination of their
own, rich in history, folk-lore and
crafts, with a people who are friendly
and hospitable.

Decide now, to go! Tomorrow may
be too late, for these islands are inun-
dated with tourists in the summer
months, and transport may not be
available to you then.

Enquiries may be made to Mr. H.
Shepherd, 42 Island Bank Road, Inver-
ness, Scotland, and a stamped addressed
envelope would be helpful.

SCOTTISH TEACHING COMMITTEE

BAHA’[l PUBLISHING TRUST

SUPPLEMENTARY LIST NO. 1.

Ref. No. Title. Per Copy
Alterations to Prices.
B.40 The Chosen Highway — by Lady Blomfield. Cloth. U.S.A. ... 23/6
L.10 Baha’i Teachings on Life after Death. by Florence Pinchon ... 3d.
Correction of Reference Numbers.
P.40 A Commentary on the Will and Testament of Abdu’l-Baha.

David Hofman 2 1/-
(Please alter Ref. No. on page 18 of Catalogue)

No longer Available.

L2 The Baha’i Faith — Yellow Pamphlet
B.41 The Good Message by Ruhiyyih Rabbani. IND.
ADDITIONS TO CATALOGUE.
B.40 The Chosen Highway by Lady Blomfield. Paper. U..SA. ... 14/-*
B.74 Shoghi Effendi—An appreciation. U.S.A. ... 16/-
B.75 Blessed is the Spot. Children’s Book. U.S.A. ... o . 12/-
B.76 Vol 1 of Teacher’s Handbooks—U.S.A. Bah&’i References on
Education ... 16/-
B.77 Vol 2 of Teachers’ Handbooks—Ba51c Teachmgs 12/-*
B.78 Vol 3 of Teacher’s Handbooks—Study Classes ... s gl 16/-¥
B.79 Vol 4 of Teacher’s Handbooks—Administration ... La2)*
B.80 Baha’i Administration (American Addition) ... 20/-
B.81 The Nine Year Plan—1964/73. U.H.J. ... 8/-
L.35 World Government and Collective Securlty A collectlon of
Bahd’i Quotations. IND. . ¥ o v n3d.
L.36 What is a Baha’i? U.S.A. ... o 3d.
L.37 Pocket Calendar Cards—from May lst 1967 to Aprll 30th 1968
Kampala Temple Photo. U.S.A. ... 3d.*
P.33 Teaching and Consolidation Manual 3 5/ $0.75
This revised edition has been subsidised by the N.S. A to encourage
every believer to purchase it.
P.34 Buddha and Amitabha by Mrs. Shirin Fozdar. IND. ... 6
P.35 I Found God—by Mrs. Shirin Fozdar. IND. ... ... 6d.
P.36 Reincarnation—by Theodore Cortazzi. IND. ... .o 143
P.37 This Radiant Age. A collection of talks given by ‘Abdu’l-Baha
during His travels to Europe and America. IND. ... 1/3d.
P.38 God, His Mediator and Man. U.S.A. ... 3=
P.39 The Promised Day is Come—Study Guide ... 6/-*
by Shoghi Effendi. U.S.A.
Specially prepared to help every believer to study this wonderful
book by the Guardian, in preparation for Proclamation.
P.41 Tablets of The Divine Plan — ‘Abdul’-Bahd. U.S.A. ... <en 1 9]6

*Available shortly.

BAHA’I NEWS.

Friends who wish to subscribe to
‘“Baha’i News ™ should send annual
subscriptions of 13/- for 12 copies
(including postage), no later than May
26th, 1967, to:—

Mrs. Jean Pitcher,
3 Silvester Way,
Stafford.

The July copy will be the first to be

despatched.

“ THE LITTLE JOURNAL.”
Parents and other Friends interested
in child education are invited to send
stories, short plays, drawings in colour,
or any other material suitable for
children, up to the age of fourteen, to

the Secretary of the Child Education
Committee for publication.

MESSAGE FROM BAHA’U’LLAH

*“ Immerse yourselves in the ccean of
My words, that ye may unravel its
secrets, and discover all the pearls of
wisdom that lie hid in its depths.”

Gleanings p. 136.

For this and many other inspiring
books the Baha’i Publishing Trust can
provide you with a comprehensive
range from stock.

Send a stamped addressed envelope
to the Bahd’i Publishing Trust,
248, London Road, Leicester for a
free catalogue.
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AYLESBURY.

Following our visit to the goal town
of Aylesbury in January, during which
time there had been an interview with
the local press, an excellent and very
fair article about the Faith appeared in
the Bucks Herald. This seems to have
aroused quite a lot of local interest, and
the pioneers, Mr. and Mrs. Nabil
Mustapha, and Mr. Stephen Jenkerson
are hoping to follow this up by holding
a public meeting soon.

KENDAL.

Continuing our practice of holding
committee meetings in the goal towns
and goal areas, the February meeting of
the N.T.T.C. took place in the goal
town of Kendal, Westmorland. Both
the joint consultative meeting with the
pioneers, and the committee meeting
were held in the home of the pioneers,
Madelaine and Bill Hellaby.

As an example of indirect ‘ seed
sowing 7, John Long was able to visit
Kendal the day before the committee
meeting, and lecture at the local
technical college.

This was a particularly joyous week-
end, when it was felt a great Bahd’i
spirit had been generated and released
in this town. Much of the practical
side of ““ working a goal town was
discussed, but always the discussion
seemed to turn to the more spiritual
nature of teaching.

IPSWICH.

Those friends interested in the where-
abouts of the New Territories Teaching
Committee, will have noticed from
time to time their unusual meeting
places. For our meeting on 18/19th
March — not this time, an ancient
Cromwellian Inn, in the old town of
Aylesbury, but a Chest hospital in the
similarly old town of Ipswich! The
““ centre *’ of the enthusiastic and devo-
ted Baha’i Group of Ipswich, at present,
is the home of Dr. and Mrs. Ma’ani,
who live at the hospital, and where the
committee had the great joy and
privilege of consulting with them.
During the year the numbers of the
Ipswich group have been doubled by a
declaration and the pioneer move of
Mrs. Margaret Bachrich, who was
secretary of the Pioneer Committee.
These friends, needing little encourage-
ment, are enthusiastically making many
friends and acquaintances in Ipswich,
and a number of contacts are attending
their fireside meetings.

YOUTH WORK IN THE GOAL TOWNS.

During a recent visit on behalf of
the Committee, to the Easter Youth
Conference at Manor Farm, St. Neots,
Betty Goode called for youth volunteers
to work in some of the goal towns during
the summer vacation. Details of
requirements were presented to the
Youth and plans include the following:

REPORT-

1. Goal towns chosen for special
youth project . . . Aylesbury, Bath
Bedford, Derby, Durham, Kidder-
minster and Lincoln.

2. Minimum of 2, maximum of 3
youth per town.

3. Length of stay should cover 6 weeks,
if necessary using two groups, each
for three weeks.

4. Jobs should be preferably part-
time, selected to leave free time not
only in the day-time but during the
evenings. (Should be possible as
the towns are not holiday resorts).

5. Volunteers would be expected to
be able to support themselves if
possible.

6. Work to be done during the
Project:—

a. Prime job . .. a complete survey
of the town. e.g., facilities for both
youth and adults, colleges, coffee
bars, newspapers, libraries, book-
shops, societies, societies prepared
to accept Bahd’i speakers . . .etc.
etc. (A detailed list of what is
required would be given to each
volunteer).

b. Development work in the goal
town. Youth would help with this,
and support all that was taking
place in the town . . . firesides,
devotional mectings, etc.

c. Attend as many youth evenings,
clubs etc. as there are in the town
to make youth contacts.

7. Volunteers should not assume
hospitality, and all contact with
resident Bah4’is must be completed
before setting out on the project.

8. Recommendations will be invited
from the youth on completion of
of the projects.

Those youth not present at the Youth
Conference and who are interested to
serve the Cause by working in the Goal
Town Summer Project, should contact
the Secretary:—

Mrs. Betty Goode,
8, Knowle Road,
Stafford.
Tel. Stafford 62157.

PREPARING FOR PROCLAMATION.

Enquiries have been received from
goal areas as to the best way the study
of the Tablets to the Kings can be
programmed, and the following advice
has been given, which we print below
for any of the friends who may find it
helpful.

Study Guide.

1. The pattern should be based upon
that given by Hand of the Cause,
Col. Jalal Khazéh, using the
references given in the Journal,
page 10, February/March.

Get as a result:—

a. Chronological order of the Tablets.

b. Realize the power of Bahd’u’llah’s
condemnation in some, and praise
in others.

¢. View both in the light of happenings
in the last century.

d. Study what happened to those who
rejected His warnings.

3. By going through the letters care-
fully, become well briefed with the
contents, so that during Proclama-
tion one becomes well equipped to
meet outside enquiry and criticism.

““ That the Cause associated with the
name of Baha’u’llah feeds itself upon
those hidden springs of celestial strength
which no force of human personality,
whatever its glamour, can replace; that
its reliance is solely upon that mystic
Source with which no worldy advantage,
be it wealth, fame, or learning can
compare; that it propogates itself by
ways mysterious and utterly at variance
with the standards accepted by the
generality of mankind, will, if not already
apparent, become increasingly manifest
as it forges ahead towards fresh con-
quests in its struggle for the spiritual
regeneration of mankind.

Indeed, how could it, unsupported as
it has ever been by the counsels and the
resources of the wise, the rich, and the
learned in the land of its birth, have
succeeded in breaking asunder the
shackles that weighed upon it at the
hour of its birth, in emerging unscathed
from the storms that agitated its infancy,
had not its animating breath been
quickened by that spirit which is born
of God, and on which all success,
wherever and however it be sought,
must ultimately depend?

It is not necessary for me to recall,
even in their briefiest outline, the heart
rending details of that appalling tragedy
which marked the birth-pangs of our
beloved Faith, enacted in a land notor-
ious for its unrestrained fanaticisms,
its crass ignorance, its unbridled cruelty.
Nor do I need to expatiate on the valour,
the sublime fortitude, that defied the
cruel torture-mongers of that race, or
stress the number, or emphasise the
purity of the lives, of those who died
willingly that their Cause might live
and prosper. Nor is it necessary to
dwell upon the indignation which those
atrocities evoked, and the feelings of
unqualified admiration that surged, in
the breasts of countless men and women,
in regions remote from the scene of
those indescribable cruelties . . . . .
Suffice it to say that upon those heroes
of Bahd’w’llah’s native land was
bestowed the inestimable privilege of
sealing with their life-blood the early
triumphs of their cherished Faith, and
of paving the way for its approaching
victory. In the blood of the unnum-
bered martyrs of Persia lay the seed of
the Divinely appointed Administration
which, though transplanted from its
native soil, is now budding out, under
your loving care, into a new order,
destined to overshadow all makind.”

SHOGHI EFFENDI.



PAGE EIGHT

APRIL, 1967.

GARDEN PARTIES FOR THE
SUMMER.

This summer there will be three
garden parties at the Cardell’s Farm at
Gt. Paxton, St. Neots, Huntingdon-
shire.

When: Sundays June 4th, July 2nd, and
August 6th.

Who is invited? All Baha’is and their
friends. A special invitation is being
given to the children and their friends.
What to bring? A picnic lunch, sand-
wiches for tea. We will furnish the tea
milk and sugar.

What activities? The farm is extensive,
and very good for walks. The river
Ouse stretches for about 1 mile along
the farm boundary; it is in good walking
distance, and is good for fishing. There
will also be garden games, including
tennis. Indoor games if wet.

Where? To reach the Manor Farm,
make for the Great North Road, (Al).
Turn off about 60 miles north of
London, at St. Neots or Huntingdon to
the 1043 to Gt. Paxton. The Farm is
in the village, under the shadow of the
Church. If needed the ’phone is St.
Neots 2038.

Come as early as you like and stay for
picnic lunch and tea. Drop us a line
if we can help with your arrangements.

DEADLINE : Material for next Journal
to be in by the 22nd May, 1967, to—
Mr. J. Coates, Editor,
45 Overfield Road, Fawdon,
Newcastle upon Tyne, 3.

LYME PARK WEEKEND SCHOOL.

The above school will be held on
19th/21st May. The charges, inclusive
of meals are as follows:

Full week-end ............ 75/-.
Saturday and Sunday . 50/-.
Children 3 - 14 .......... 40/-.

Children under 3—no charge.

Friends wishing to attend the school
should write as soon as possible to:

Miss M. Manson,

¢ Strathmore °,

100 B Monton Road,
Eccles, Manchester.

LUTON YOUTH WEEKEND
SCHOOL
on
13th/14th May
at
BRACHE CENTRE
ASBORNE ROAD
LUTON, BEDS.
Meals and Accommodation are available
at the Centre.
for further details please contact:—
Mr. Shahram Firoozmand,
191, North Approach,
Kingswood,
WATFORD, Herts.

BLIND SERVICES COMMITTEE.

If any Community has blind friends
for whom they would like Bahd’i
material in Braille will they please send
names and addresses to this Committee,
with notes as to the type of person they
have in mind, i.e., young, old, male or
female.

c¢/o Miss Phoebe Brown,
16 Valley Gardens,
Hapton, Nr. Burnley, Lancs.

FIRESIDES.

Hove: will now be held on Tuesday
evenings at the home of Mr. Mehrnoosh,
Antler Court Hotel, 10 Wilbury Road,
Hove, and NOT on Fridays as previously
advertised.

Sutton Coldfield: Firesides continue
to be held at the home of Mrs. Brevitt,
9 Lyndon Road, Sutton Coldfield,
every Thursday evening. We reported
incorrectly that these had been dis-
continued.

ASSEMBLY ASSISTANCE TEACHING
COMMITTEE.

FOR OUR OVERSEAS FRIENDS.

You are invited to send picture post-
cards, used or unused, of the Shrines,
Holy Places, Gardens and Temples to
the Overseas Goals Committee for
distribution amongst our simple, but
appreciative friends in far-a-way places.
Please send all gifts to K. Kouchekzadeh,
3 Wentworth Close, Watford, Herts.

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE NO. 1 ACCOUNT.
1st January, 1967 to 20th March, 1967 (incl.)

INCOME. £ SsihdL | EXPENDITURE. £o5s.¥d
. N.S. A—
Donations— b
L.S.A’s and Groups 37111 7 (45)* Bl . i ) § koD
Individuals ... 2,302 15 4 (71) Telephone and Cables 2451
Postage and Stationery 255814, 1
2,674 6 11 ‘ Convention and T.C. 42 13 2
Less Payments against Covenants 1,060 13 7 E&?ﬁggﬁ ity Babond lgg 13 8
| Legal > £ 26 5 0
gl | AATC. 210 0 5
Interest and Dividends 749 0 10 | gtETI(—I: T ;‘5“7) 15 8
Refindii: gt er Home Committees s 16 6
Loans or 10 0 O ( Overseas Committee Cr. £160 16
Excess expenditure over income 661 7 3 g‘&%ﬁercgnﬂrg?&lége égg 8 18
Youth Committee 45 0 1
g Monthly Transfers—
D onationsE H.Q.—Eepai_rs and Decorating 150 0 0
: unning 290 0 O
Budget 9000 0 0 ‘ H.Q.—Dublin 12200
To Date 7,260 0 0 Donations 211 0 0
Gap £1,740 0 O £3,034 1 5

Bank Balance £407.

*Communities Contributing:—Bangor, Belfast, Bournemouth, Brent, Brighton, Brighton Children, Bristol, Canterbury, Cardiff,
Castlereagh R.D., Cheadle, Chester, Croydon, Dublin, Dun Laoghaire, Eccles, Epsom, Glasgow, Hammersmith, Harringay, Hove,
Inverness, Jersey, Leicester, Liverpool, Lytham St. Anne’s, Malta, Manchester, Merton, Newcastle, N. Berwick, Norwich, Oxford,
Poole, Portsmouth, Reading, Sheffield, Southport, Stafford, Swansea, Winchester, Wandsworth, Watford, Wokingham R.D.

Co-operative Printing Society Ltd., Rutherford Street, Newcastle,
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