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OVERSEAS GOALS COMMITTEE

Bobby Leedham is now working for
the Faith in Fiji, she writes this account
of her journey to this goal country.

“At Pago Pago I was dashing to get
my plane when a hand on my arm
stopped me; it was Lillian Alai, she had
seen my ring. A whole bunch of
believers met me with garlands, I was
informed that they had cancelled my
flight and that we were all taking the
evening flight. We got onto a bus,
when it was observed that I had a bad
cut on my leg. To my amazement the
driver took us straight to a Hospital
where we waited whilst the driver went
in and came out with ointment and
bandage for me. Then I was enlight-
ened, the driver is a newly declared
Bahd’i, a doctor, he has bought the bus
to take believers around as his car was
not big enough!

At Apia the community met us at the
Airport with a hired bus this time, and
a Bah4a’i message right across the front.
We long distance visitors were tired, but
after hot cocoa and food, the Islanders
were ready for some music and speech
making. When it was all over, there
was no warm water for showers, but
who cared.”

Bobby has now found herself a flat
in Fiji and is already deeply immersed in
the work of the Faith.

Bobby is however rather disturbed at
receiving letters from a number of the
Friends who have heard that she is ill
and has asked us to say that she is fit
and well.

One thousand miles away David
Hopper is working in the coral island of
Bikinebeu, in the Gilbert and Ellice
island group. He writes “I have not
yet been to Beru as the new ship which
went to the southern islands on its
maiden voyage would not take any
passengers. 1 have however just return-
ed from a short trip to the neighbouring
island of Abiang. It was a most
pleasant trip—this is the oldest Bahd’i

community in the Gilberts since the
Fearneys lived on this island. One can
see that these villages scarcely change
from generation to generation. You
can’t help feeling that in ten or twenty
years time the faces will have changed
a little but the pattern of life will be just
the same. When there is little or no
education, when there is no stimulus
in the environment to urge material
progress, then it is hardly surprising that
these people are largely unconscious of
the world outside the limits of their
village or island.

sor

It is good to see that the Bahd’i
school started by the Fearneys is still
going. The teacher can speak very
little English, the children have writing
books, but no reading books. 1
suggested to the teacher that each child
should have at least one basic English
reader, and I showed him how im-
mensely useful these readers could be in
teaching English. Now I can only hope
the the Local Assembly and the com-
munity generally will make use of the
advice I have given them, and will thus
try to improve their school.

The school teacher and his wife were
very kind and I was well accommodated
in the house that was built for the
Chapmans (Hawaii) when they were
here. I had great fun with the children
and was only sorry that I didn’t have
some of the readers I have described
with which to teach English.”

Pasoni Tafaki, an Ellice Islander who
has been studying in England, has just
returned to Tarawa where he will be
working for the Department of Educa-
tion. Together with David they will
make a powerful team to firmly estab-
lish and consolidate Bahd’i schools in
Gilbert and Ellice.

On the other side of the world, in
South America, we have heard of the
great progress which the friends are
making. The first Amerindian to de-

clare has just joined the Faith. We are
sure that she is the first of very many.
She is Mrs. Iona Moses of Coomacka
on the Demerara River, Guyana. The
friends in Guyana have set themselves
a goal for this year to obtain land for
their Temple. One of the L.S.A.s in
Guyana, that of Georgetown, has set
itself the additional goals this year of
establishing five new centres and two
new L.S.A.s by extension teaching.
They had a third goal for this year, to
obtain land for their National endow
ment, and this they have already
achieved within three months! Almost
casually they told us that for the occasion
of the Martyrdom of the Bab, they have
arranged a half hour programme on
the Guyana Broadcasting Service and a
further half hour on Radio Demarara!
With such spirit and enthusiasm we feel
sure that these friends will achieve their
goals and inspire friends all over the
world to even greater achievements.

British goals in Africa have also had
successes. The friends in Rhodesia and
Malawi have contributed £100 towards
their National Haziratu’l-Quds in Blan-
tyre, Malawi. This brings the present
total to £525, and at this very moment
land is being purchased on which will
soon stand their National Centre.

FRANKFURT CONFERENCE—
URGENT.

Bookings are urgently required from
}hose é/hofwill be attending the Frank-
urt Conference and who wish
participate in the group travel faﬁfft’iét:/
If sufficient bookings are not received

then it might not be possible to get the
most advantageous reduced rates.

BOOK NOW and send a stamped
addressed envelope for reply to:
Eruch Munsiff,
28, Inner Park Road,
Wimbledon,
London, S.W.19.

PLANNING TO PIONEER...

This Year? Next Year? Or the
year after.

To join the privileged ranks of
pioneers overseas often requires long

preparation, adequate training, special--

ised employment and even careful
allocation of pioneers to the goal
territories where they stand the best
chance of making their most vital
contribution. How is this done?

How can anyone who longs to
pioneer, but feels unequal to the task,
set about achieving the goal ?

Who should one consult? When?—
often many questions come to the minds
of those who want to respond to this
most great call to Pioneer overseas.
The following explains how a start can
be made.

FIRST STEP.
Answer the question to yourself, “If
I really had the chance, would I like to
serve the Cause overseas?”’ “Would I,
if chosen, be prepared to respond to this
most urgent call of Baha’u’llah?”

If the answer is ‘“Yes”, take the

SECOND STEP.

Write to Mrs. Betty Reed, 27 Rutland
Gate, S.W.7 and ask for a consultation
with the Overseas Goals Committee.
In this consultation you should feel
perfectly free to share your wishes,
preferences, doubts and problems with
that Committee. A decision can then
be reached on the positive steps you
can take, what preparation will be
needed, which territory you should
study, who to contact, in fact, yonr
mind will be cleared on many aspects

and you will know with confidence what
to do next. It may not be opportune
for you to plan for an overseas post, but
if it is and you require a period of
pkll-eparation, you will be ready to take
the

THIRD STEP.
This is to consult the Pioneer Com-
mittee Secretary, Mrs. Pat Green,
49, Walmer Close, Mawney Road,
Romford, to say “I am preparing to
pioneer overseas and need to study
certain subjects, or get a specific
qualification. Where can I do this in
Britain; where are the best facilities and
can I be guided to a place where I can
also be of help to the British Plan?”’

In goal towns, new territories, weak
Assemblies there are facilities for study,
for preparation, for training, for learning
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new skills and new techniques and at the
same time the stimulus of knowing that
your long term planning is in sympathy
with the urgent and pressing needs of
the British Bahad’i community. You
are then in a position to take the
FOURTH STEP.

You have answered the vital question,
written and consulted the proper
Committees, set the process into opera-
tion and your pioneering has in fact
begun so you can now open your heart
and mind to let the spirit work. Pray
for guidance, meditate on your stage by
stage development, study to enable you
to act, always with wisdom, and then
act! Act as though all your prayers
were answered. This is the secret of
success. To know that the right steps
have been taken, that your prayers are
in the process of being answered. This
is the bounty of the Cause—to know
what to do and when to do it. To
know what is the real pattern of life and
then to “‘get with it”, is the undoubted
secret of success.

Perhaps, having read so far, your
first step is taken. Courage and inspira-
tion for the next steps may be gained
from the following notes on some
valiant pioneers.

YOUTH. A youth of 17, with the
Guardian’s approval, arose to pioneer
in South America, then virtually an
unopened Continent. A lone pioneer
to one great country he saw his service
rewarded when some years later the
first Local Assembly in that country
was elected, yet he was still too young to
be on it!

MIDDLE-AGED. A man and his wife
in a flourishing business, with two young,
and one grown-up, children, sold the
business, he to study to become a
teacher and she to become a language
teacher and interpreter. Not just a
rush job this, but one involving years
of study and preparation. They leave
this very month to pioneer in the Pacific
Islands.

ELDERLY. The very first offer to pioneer in
the British Two Year Plan, 1951/53, was a
widow of 73 who had only just recovered
from a major operation. Already
famed for her pioneering in the Six Year
Plan when she had taken a job at nights
(over 70 then) so that she would not
require budget help, she was told to
wait until there was some pioneer
settlement in Africa so that she would at
least have a home to go to. She died
whilst waiting and the Guardian wrote
of her, “Her reward at the hands of the
true Beloved is certainly assured. He
wishes more of the Baha’is would arise
to such heights of devotion and sacrifice”,

Why not write now and seek your
first consultation ?

The final stage may be years ahead
but you need not be frustrated in the
meantime. The call is great; the goals
many and you are neither too old nor
too young to make a start. Perhaps
to start your pioneering in the Year of
Proclamation may have special merit
but what greater encouragement could
be sought than to know that the “‘reward
at the hands of the Beloved is certainly
assured.”

SCOTTISH NEWS LETTER

During the past year the Scottish
Teaching Committee has had a difficult
time, due to members leaving to take up
new jobs, and sickness, among other
things. We hope the new S.T.C. will
be more settled and soon able to
function properly.

Function.

The function of the Scottish Teaching
Committee is to be a link between the
Assemblies and groups in Scotland, to
co-ordinate and direct visitors and
travelling teachers to where they may
be most helpful, to give advice and
encouragement to groups and Assem-
blies with respect to teaching, and to keep
the N.S.A. informed on progress and
development on all matters within
Scotland and the Northern Islands.

It is of vital importance to the
functioning of the S.T.C. that the
communities give it information regard-
ing their activities and plans and advise
the S.T.C. as to how it can best help
them. There is a great deal yet to be
done in Scotland. One third of the
Nine Year Plan has already passed and
as yet the five Assemblies of the last Ten
Year Plan have not been consolidated
and only four of the five goal towns have
been opened.

Travel Teachers.

However, in response to the call from
the Universal House of Justice for
travelling teachers, a handful of in-
dividuals have informed the S.T.C. of
their desire to serve in this way. If
anyone else, from inside or outside
Scotland, can spare some time to assist
the Faith by travelling in Scotland,
please write to Harold and Betty
Shepherd. Glasdair, 42 Island Bank
Road, Inverness. It is not necessary to
be a polished public or fireside speaker.
All that is needed is time, willingness to
travel, and a great desire to serve our
glorious Faith.

Activities.

A Scottish Teaching Conference is
being planned for the end of October—
the date is as yet uncertain, pending
notification from the Youth Hostel in
Perth where we have asked to hold the
conference. It is also planned to have
several special week-end schools
throughout the year. Information will
be sent out later, when we have more
details to hand.

Mrs. Betty Reed was present in
Edinburgh at a one day school on 23rd
July. While in Scotland she also
visited the Motherwell and Glasgow
communities. Harold and Betty Shep-
herd have been on a teaching trip
around the Scottish islands and the
Scottish mainland communities.

News of the Scottish Communities.
Aberdeen. After a lapse of 12 months,
it sprang to life and regained Assembly
status following two declarations. A
week end school held in mid-June was
a great success. Firesides, social even-
ings, and other teaching activities are
frequently being held.

Dumbarton. Bill, Moira, and Anne are
now preparing to tackle a big job of
teaching in the months ahead.

Elgin. The Fox family have recently
moved into this goal town and are
already teaching and holding firesides.

Edinburgh. The Mother Assembly has
had many difficulties—the loss of the
Hellicar and Robarts families together
with an influx of declarations, who
require deepening in the Faith.

Glasgow. This Assembly was main-
tained through hard work, only to lose
Tom and Ann Shaw recently.

Hamilton. The lone Bahd’i here has
recently married. There is great poten-
tial in this up and coming town.

Inverness. The Assembly fell by the
wayside through being two short at
Ridvan, but the community is in good
heart and very active and have already
had one declaration.

Motherwell. The Assembly was saved
by Naidu’s wonderful self sacrifice to go
anywhere he could be of service.
Teaching goes on but not without its
difficulties.

North Berwick. No effort has been
spared here and, although public meet-
ings have had to cease for the summer,
individual teaching goes on. The seeds
are being sown and some day we will be
rewarded.

The Islands. Shetland, Orkney and
Outer Hebrides. These island outposts
are being firmly held by pioneers,
although little progress has been made.
A weekend school in Stornoway brought
a good deal of publicity to the Faith
through a barrage of hostile letters
which appeared in the local newspaper.
These letters were all answered in the
press.

Inner Hebrides. Skye lost its pioneer
towards the end of last year, but there
are now three local people interested in
the Faith.

Plans for the fulfillment of the goals of
the Nine Year Plan.

The goals which have been chosen
for this year, to be achieved by Ridvan
1968, are (1) an L.S.A. to be formed in
Shetland, (2) North Berwick group to be
increased from three to six persons,
(3) Skye to be reopened by a pioneer,
(4) another pioneer to join Anneliese
Haug in Lewis, (5) one pioneer to be
sent to Hamilton and one to Dundee.

The overall plan for the achievement of
the goals includes North Berwick to
achieve L.S.A. status by Ridvan 1969,
Dumbarton and Elgin by Ridvan 1970
Dundee and Hamilton in 1971, and
L.S.As to be formed in Orkney and
Outer Hebrides by Ridvian 1972—
leaving 1973 for consolidation.

As you can see, there is plenty to do.
Let us, therefore, pray and dedicate our-
selves to more earnest teaching through-
out the present year, for those who
arise to serve my cause, each one of them
will be like unto a regiment.
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Welsh Teaching Gommittee Report

The Béaha’is in Wales send, to our
brothers and sisters everywhere, Loving
greetings in His Name.

It must be some six months or more
since a report from us appeared in these
pages (dare we suggest we have been too
busy?) A little belatedly then, may we
share with your a few of the highlights
of recent months.

Early in April the newly-formed
Bahd’i group in Glynneath, (one adult
and five youth) held their own ‘Weekend
School’. Assisted by the W.T.C. and
well supported by all the local com-
munities, a gathering of some 30
believers and their friends enjoyed
sessions led by Dr. Maude, Mr. & Mrs.
David Lewis and other friends. Truly
a remarkable and successful venture for
so ‘new’ a Group.

This was followed later by a Deepen-
ing School at Rhoose when Auxiliary
Board member David Lewis, assisted by
some of the Welsh friends, enhanced
our understanding of the Covenant and
Administration and the Ridvan message
of the Universal House of Justice. Two
most enjoyable features of thisWeekend
were a Musical session led by May
Hofman and the presentation of a play-
reading, Ruhiyyih Khanum’s “A Spirit-
ual Assembly’s Growing Pains’.

During the following week we had
the pleasure and privilege of a ‘seven-
centre’ tour in Wales made by Mr. &
Mrs. Charles Macdonald. Some of the
meetings were well attended; all were
very greatly appreciated. Their visit

to the Town Hall, Llanelli, was the
second meeting towards the opening of
this New Goal Town. (The First
Baha’i meeting in Llanelli was held on
April 7th, when the Mayor and Members
of the Town Council welcomed the
Bahd’is to our inaugural meeting).

An English Goal Town which has
been placed under the wing of the
W.T.C. is Newport, Mon. For 15
weeks the Baha’i quotations selected by
the A.A.T.C. have appeared in the local
press and three Public meetings there,
supported by Cardiff, Pontypridd and
Swansea, have attracted interested en-
quirers. Please remember these Goal
Towns before the Throne of Bahd and
pray too for the dear Souls whom, we
believe, are near to embracing His Light

The most remarkable Baha’i gathering
in Wales (we believe we may truly claim)
took place in Swansea, when, to
celebrate the formation of their Spiritual
Assembly, the local Baha’is presented
to the town a seat for one of their parks.
The Mayor, members of the corporation
and other prominent citizens, some forty
in number and as many Bahd’is from
near and far gathered to witness the
presentation and proceeded afterwards
to the Guildhall for refreshments. In
his speech at the reception the Mayor
said that this was the first occasion in
his year of office on which he had been
‘entertained’ instead of providing enter-
tainment ; but the Baha’is will remember
the joyful occasion for the splendid
opportunity of making still more widely
known the Name of Baha.

During the year Mr. & Mrs. Card
have had the pleasure of showing their
Pilgrimage slides in every centre in
Wales, as well as in Chester and Win-
chester. Miss Margaret Lord has visit-
ed Brecon for a public meeting and
Margaret and Carl visited the home of
Gillian Phillips’ for one of the first
firesides to be held in Narberth (Pem-
brokeshire).

Once again Glynneath were the hosts
to Bahd’is from five centres when three
Assemblies and two groups met at a
Unity Feast to commemorate the
Martyrdom of the Bab and to hold a
Jjoint consultation on plans for the Period
of Proclamation. Everyone agreed that
the Feast was so uplifting that another
‘communal’ Feast must be held again in
the future and the three hours consulta-
tion which followed the picnic lunch
was productive of many helpful pro-
positions and ideas.

Finally to our friends over the border
may we say, ‘Do come to Wales.”
Sustain the ‘perpetual movement like
the ceaseless surge of the sea’......
(Universal House of Justice). You will
not find a lovelier country, nor a more
loving welcome anywhere, and we need
you to help to awaken this ‘spiritually
sleeping’ land with the cry “Ya Baha-
uw’l-Abha.”

DEADLINE :—

Material for the next issue of the
Journal tobe in by 25th Sept. 1967. to—
Mr. J. Coates, Editor,
45 Overfield Road,
Fawdon,
Newcastle upon Tyne, 3

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE No. 1. ACCOUNT
21st MARCH, 1967 to 30th June, 1967 (inclusive)

INCOME.
Donations:—

L.S.A’s & Groups (58) .....cc.........
Individuals (o) vt oiiiie. cc

Less Payments aginst Covenants......

Interest & Dividends
Refunds to us—Loans

Rent—Endowment .................cc..counen.n.
Tax Recovery (Cov.)......ovvuiunvuvenninnnnnn.n.

[STEURCE T e S Rt B S T A
Excess expenditure over income ..............

Donations—
Budget ...... £2,788
To date ...... 2,088
Gap!. b £700

LS de EXPENDITURE. £ sisoads
N.S.A—
........... 575 11 10 L A R e oA e it e Lok S T [
........... 2189 19 9 (075 c-C IR T S SRR Tt S e i ... 768 0 6
Telephone & Cables .................. e - mOIl ag
2765 11 7 Postage & Stationery 66 3 7
.......... 677 1 4 Convention 128 10 11
Journal ......... 240 6 2
2088 10 3 Extraord. 77 19 4
42502030 Pt AUA T @ 154 10 8
SO0 NI ENET AL G Rt e ok e 5§ 5 8
........... 7 10 0 | Other Home COommittees ..........ceceeeereonnennn 282 5 9
........... 2441 3 6 | Overseas COMMILLEES ..uvuvrrrerinenainvnenencnenenen 185 10 S
2 DR Pioneer COMMUILCE «uik. 1ot asinss semriSoamnainbin sasae 33211 6
........... 413 5 11 Other’CommIIEES ... ou .. ivororontanasatannsionsonss 314 13 5
YIOUthECOMMIIEES - L i vin s s e e s mals et Saimats st o 69 17 6
Monthly Transfers—
H.Q.—
Repairs and Decoration .........c..ceceeeneueenenns 300 0 O
Running ............ccevueee ... 700 0 O
H.Q. Dublin ............ 150 0 O
DO ATIOMSreric < ieee o saibn o138 S b st PR L B 1260 0 O
_ £5384 1 6
£5384 1 6 -
Bank Balance £290.

Communities Contributing:—

Aberdeen, Barnet, Bedford, Belfast, Brent, Brighton, Cambridge, Camden, Canterbury, Castlereagh, Cardiff, Carlisle, Cheadle
and Gatley, Chester, Croydon, Dublin, Dunlaoghaire, Eccles, Epsom, Exeter, Glasgow, Glynn Neath, Hammersmith, Fiarringay,
Inverness, Jersey, Kensington and Chelsea; Leicester; Liverpool; Lytham St. Anne’s, Malta, Manchester, Mother#<ll, Nelson,
Newcastle, Norwich, N. Berwick, Nottingham; Oxford, Paignton, Peterboro’, Pontypridd, Reading, Romford, Shefficld, Shetland,
Southport, Stafford, Stretford, Sutton Coldfield, Swansea, Torquay, Wandsworth, Watford, Wembley, Westminster, Winchester,

Wokingham R.D.
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