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CHILD EDBUCATION

TRUTHFULNESS.

“ Truthfulness,” ‘Abdul’-Bahd as-
serts, ““is the foundation of all human
virtues. Without truthfulness progress
and success in all the worlds of God
are impossible for any soul. When
this holy attribute is established in
man, all the divine qualities will also
be acquired.”

Mrs. Amy Dwelly sends us the four
following suggestions for teaching
truthfulness:

1. Always be truthful with the child
himself, even in the smallest details.

2. Refrain from teasing him when
he is too young to understand that you
are joking. It is taking an advantage
of a little child to tell him fabulous
tales just because he is gullible enough
to believe anything a grown person
tells him.

3. Guard against accusing a child
of untruths. Often he may simply be
telling a manufactured story about
something he has imagined. Pleasantly
help him to see the difference.

4. Refrain from unduly harsh dis-
cipline which makes the child afraid to
tell the truth. Examples such as the
following are numerous. Little Jenny,
an orphan, spilled some pudding on her
dress. Dismayed, she stared with
frightened eyes at the nurse. I didn’t
do it,”” she exciaimed. A few days later
we had Jenny in an ice-cream
parlour, where she again dropped food
on her dress, making a stain. This
time she looked up not with fear but
with regret in her eyes and said, 1
did it. I'm so sorry.” In the first
instance the child was afraid of punish-
ment and therefore attempted to escape
by denial. In the second, she had no
fear and therefore responded naturally.

A WEEKEND SCHOOL
will be held at the
RED LION HOTEL, SALISBURY
on 11th—12th November.

Limited accommodation is available
for Bed and Breakfast at 7/6d. per
night, or 5/- for those bringing sleeping
bags.

Those requiring accommodation
should send remittance to:

Anne Thorne, 14, Elm Court, EIm
Grove Road, Salisbury.

BRENT SHOW

A large coloured photograph of the
Shrine of the Bab was the centrepiece
of the Brent community’s display in the
Social Services Marquee at this annual
event. The Mayor on his official tour
said he agreed with the quotation “The
Earth is but one Country and Mankind
its Citizens” .

The first visitor to the stand said he
often read about the Baha’is in his local
newspaper—in the Outer Hebrides!!

It is especially important to separate
fear from the adventures in truthful-
ness in order that courage and fearless-
ness may become the habit. Dr. Stan-
wood Cobb, in relating his early ex-
perience at Roberts College in Turkey,
speaks often of the habit of untruth
into which his fearful and oppressed
young students had fallen, and of their
complete emancipation from this form
of spiritual illness when unnecessary
causes for fear and distrust were re-
moved, and encouragement to fearless-
ness replaced them. Long before
adulthood the young soul may become
conscious of the sovereignty of stand-
ing alone if necessary against a world
for the sake of truth. Consider how
the mother of Ashraf is immortalized
by Baha’w’llah Himself for urging her
son to the highest act of truthfulness,
a testimony of his faith even in the
face of death itself.

‘“ Call thou to mind the behaviour of
Ashraf’s mother, whose son laid down
his life in the Land of Z& (Zanjan).
He, most certainly is in the seat of
truth, in the presence of One Who is
the Most Powerful, the Almighty.

“ When the infidels so unjustly de-
cided to put him to death, they sent
and fetched his mother, that perchance
she might admonish him, and induce
him to recant his faith, and follow in
the footsteps of them that have re-
pudiated the truth of God, the Lord of
all worlds . . . .

‘ And when addressing him she said:
‘My son, mine own son! Fail
not to offer up thyself in the path of
the Lord. Beware that thou betray not
thy faith in Him before Whose face
have bowed down in adoration all who
are in the heavens and all who are on
the earth. Go thou straight on, O my
son, and persevere in the path of the
Lord, thy God. Haste thee to attain
the presence of Him Who is the Well-
Beloved of all worlds.’

“On her be My blessings, and My
mercy, and My praise, and My glory.
I Myself shall attone for the loss of
her son—a son who now dwelleth with-
in the tabernacle of My majesty and
glory, and whose face beameth with a
light that envelopeth with its radiance
the Maids of Heaven in their celestial
chambers, and beyond them the in-
mates of My Paradise, and the deni-
zens of the Cities of Holiness. Were
any eye to gaze on his face, he would
cxclaim: ¢ Lo, this is no other than a
noble angel.”

So closely, then, is truthfulness
bound to our loyalty to God Himself.

Even a young child could be taught
to say and to practice these admoni-
tions of His Holiness, Baha’u’llah;
“Let your eye be chaste, your hand
faithful, your tongue truthful, and your
heart enlightened.” “ Let truthfulness
and courtesy be your adorning.”

Bahd’i News No. 128, August 1939.

NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITIES

BIRMINGHAM

A bright and cheerful week-end school
was held recently with ‘‘Proclamation
and the Purpose of God for Man” as
its theme.

The presence of Hassan and Isobel
Sabri at the school greatly inspired
their many old friends, and Bah&’is
from Liverpool, Eccles, Leeds and
Leicester attended.

The speakers were Philip Hainsworth,
Alma Gregory, Lois Hainsworth, and
George Bowers.

One of the most successful aspects of
the school was the participation of the
audience in the workshop type of meet-
ing, which drew opinions from most of
the people attending, including a number
of non-Baha’is.

A well-attended public meeting on
“Bahd’i, the Religion of World Unity”
was addressed by Philip Hainsworth,
and chaired by Alma Gregory.

CARDIFF

The Cardiff Assembly is planning to
celebrate the 150th anniversary of the
birth of Baha’u’llah with a Unity Feast
in the Temple of Peace to which we are
hoping to invite The Lord Mayor and
Lady Mayoress, other Civic Dignitaries,
and prominent people in Industry,
the Professions and Trade.

ISLE OF WIGHT

A ‘fireside’ was recently held in the
holiday home of Atherton Parsons.

A lively discussion followed a talk
given by Meherangiz Munsiff.

Kitty Glover assisted with the arrange-
ments, and her hosts were later visited
by Meherangiz.

SWINTON

The recent wedding of Regina Hirst
and Feramous Mazandarani was given
prominence in the “Swinton Journal.”

Reference was made to the Bahd’i
Service and to the fact that the ceremony
was performed by the Chairman of the
Swinton Local Spiritual Assembly.

WINCHESTER

A very happy One Day School was
held on the 5th August, in the 14th
century Pilgrims’ Hall, in the shadow of
the old cathedral. Ninety-seven Baha’is
and friends, from nineteen different
communities, attended. The gathering
was blessed by the presence of the
Hand of the Cause of God, Mr. John
Ferraby. After impressive devotional
readings proclaiming this Day of God,
Mr. Ferraby gave the opening talk,
speaking of man’s spiritual rebirth in
this, the Day of God, and the need for
the spirit of the Faith to spread out into
the world. The theme, ‘The Promised
Day is Come’ was developed and well
illustrated in the talks by Eric Kent and
Owen Battrick, and brought to a fitting
conclusion by Jim Talbot at the Public
Meeting.

Throughout the day plenty of time
was allowed for the friends to enjoy
Bah4’i fellowship in pleasant riverside
walks and looking around some of the
places of historic interest in the ancient
capital.



OCTOBER, 1967

PAGE ELEVEN

BELIZE HOLDS ITS FIRST NATIONAL CONVENTION

As a prelude to our first National
Convention; with joyous hearts the
friends gathered in a lovely terrace room
of a beautiful sea-front hotel at a recep-
tion honouring our beloved Hand of the
Cause, Dr. Ugo Giachery. Some eighty-
four Bah&’is and invited guests heard
his illuminating talk entitled “Road to
Peace”, after which the slides of the
International Congress were shown,
followed by a social period of refresh-
ments and fellowship.

On the morning of April 28th the Con-
vention was opened in a small room in
the same hotel with the presence of Dr.
and Mrs. Giachery as well as two
representatives of the N.S.A. of Guate-
mala, Mr. Harold Neff and Mrs. Louise
Caswell. Mr. Neff in his opening
remarks reminded us of the infinite
privilege of having a Hand of the Cause
with us at this historic occasion and
pointed out that the Hands were chosen
to guide us spiritually and that they were
always ready to help. Then he asked
Dr. Giachery to speak to the assembled
friends.

Our beloved Hand spoke inspiringly
of the great responsibility that this
community was about to assume and of
our new and closer relationship to the
Universal House of Justice. He said
that the Universal House of Justice
“gives life and it takes life”. It gives
life to the new N.S.A.s to come into
existence and it draws its own life from
them.

The delegates had been elected from
the four existing L.S.A.s of Belize City,
Burrel Boom, Bermudian Landing and
San Andres and eight of the nine were
present, among them a Mayan Indian.

After the election of Dr. Hedi Ahmad-
iyeh as the Chairman and Mr. Wallace
Tillett as the Secretary of the Convention
the soul-stirring and heart-warming
message of the Universal House of
Justice was read and later fully discussed
with much enthusiasm and fervour. All
those present arose to volunteer as
national travelling teachers in response
to that message.

The beautiful message of the Hands
of the Cause in the Western Hemisphere
gave us a specific promise that ““all those
who will arise to serve Him will, in due
time, conquer all human frailties’.

Among many other messages of love
and greetings from many N.S.A.s of the
world as far north as Alaska and south
as Australasia and from Africa to Korea,
was a message from our dear Auxiliary
Board member Mr. Artemus Lamb who
appealed specifically to the native
believers to arise to serve the Cause
putting aside all fear and sense of
limitation.

On Saturday, April the 29th, the first
National Spiritual Assembly of this
small country, so long forgotten by the
world, but well remembered by the
Centre of the Covenant in His Tablets
of the Divine Plan, was elected with five
native believers among its members.
At that joyous occasion when this new
and divinely appointed institution was
born one could not help but wonder
what thoughts and emotions were
stirring in the minds and hearts of the
two Knights of Baha’u’llah, Mrs. Cora
Oliver and Mrs. Shirley Warde, who,
for fourteen years had steadfastly
laboured with much pain and frustration
and had nourished the early seeds to

First National Convention of Belize with Hand of the Cause Dr. Ugo Giachery and
representatives of the N.S.A. Guatemala, Mrs. Louise Caswell and Mr. Harold Neff.
April 28—30th, 1967.

grow to such fruitful trees.

When Dr. Giachery read the special
message of the Universal House of
Justice to Belize our hearts overflowed
with joy and gratitude to realize, that
with the grace of Baha’w’llah, we had
already achieved more than the new
teaching goals set for us by the Universal
House of Justice for the remainder of
the Nine Year Plan. They had asked
for eight L.S.A.s—we have twelve.
They had called for twenty-five localities
—we have this number now. Last
Ridvan we had only some fifty Bahd’is in
the whole country—now there are
nearly three hundred!

One of the highlights of our Conven-
tion was the presence of two Mayan
Bahd’is, one a pioneer from Yucutan,
Mexico, whose purity of spirit, dedica-
tion and deep comprehension of the
Faith was an inspiration to us all.

Evenings were informal—but heavenly
—with Dr. and Mrs. Giachery. This
blessed Hand who is distinguished for
his intimate association with and services
to the beloved Guardian brought
us, through his stories and insight, into
a deeper understanding of the station
and the achievements of our beloved
Guardian, Shoghi Effendi.

An inspiring Sunday was devoted to
the Proclamation period and brought
this historic Convention to its close as
the friends reluctantly parted with hearts
united and filled with a new spirit of
dedication and determination to expand
the Faith, deepen themselves, and give
full-hearted support to this nascent and
divine institution as it strives to become
a strong and worthy pillar of the supreme
Universal House of Justice.

CAMBRIDGE BAHA’IS VISIT
EDINBURGH

A group of nine Baha’i Youth from
Cambridge and the surrounding area
visited Edinburgh earlier in the year.

Whilst in Edinburgh we met with
many of our fellow believers and had
an enjoyable visit. Often the believers
with large families to support took us
into their homes and gave us magnificent
meals and displayed true Baha’i love,
we were very, very grateful to them.

The Edinburgh Bahd’is number over
fifty, and as many of them have children,
it was one of the aims of the group to
try and help with children’s classes.

On Monday night a meeting was held
to commemorate the Ascension of
Bahd’uv’llah. A large group gathered in
the centre and after the devotional the
sad task of saying goodbye had to be
undertaken.

The sincerity, the warmth, the hos-
pitality of all the Edinburgh Baha’is
touched our hearts and we would like
to thank them all.
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PROGLAMATION SNIPPETS

DID YOU HEAR . . ..

That a Baha’i wedding was written up
in the “Daily Mirror”?

That a letter from a Baha’i one whole
column and a quarter long was
printed in a Lancashire news-
paper?

That a Baha’i speaker was requested
for a 6th Form Leavers’ Con-
ference ?

That a Bahd&’i was invited to address a
scientists’ dinner in southern Eng-
land?

That when a speaker mentioned the
Baha’i Faith at a Rotary lunch he
was bombarded with questions
and asked to speak again at a later
date exclusively on the Faith?

That a hospital Group was selected for
general invitation to a meeting,
150 cards were sent out and 50
non-Bahd’is attended. The Mat-
ron gave tea and offered a hall free
for future Baha’i meetings in the
hospital ?

That at one Townswomens’ Guild a
Baha’i was asked to speak to the
title “Friendship Garden™ which
meeting went so well that she was
asked to speak again on her own
subject, “Human Rights’’. During
this lecture she paid tribute to
Jesus Christ whiist indicating she
was not a Christian. On replying
to the question as to her religion
she was asked to speak to a third
meeting, this time exclusively on
the Faith?

That as a Proclamation activity one
community is giving a Charity
Concert in aid of ““Save the Child-
ren”” Fund and Oxfam. The pro-
ceeds for Oxfam actually started
off the Bihar famine relief fund
and resulted in much favourable
comment for the Faith?

Tha

-

when one community approached
an Estate Agent for a shop to rent
for a week or so for a Proclamation
Exhibition they were given one
absolutely free for as long as they
wished until the property was
demolished, which could be a year ?
Not only is the shop at a main bus
stop, but it is opposite the town’s
modern Town Hall?

That during a break in a week-end
school a group of spastics were met
and invited to a film show. They
had to be wheeled and carried up
stairs and along corridors—but
so enjoyed it that they asked
for a Baha’i speaker to address
their institution ?

That in some communities the Inter-
national Co-operation Committee
is continuing in existence and
Bahd’is are finding it a fruitful
Public Relations field ?

That one isolated family is not content
to leave everything to a local com-

munity. They have arranged their
own Proclamation meeting with
over 100 people invited from the
hospital and school where they
are well known?

That all over Britain, activity is growing,
doors are being opened, Bahd’is’
are acting with more audacity and
the goal of trying to reach ‘“‘every
stratum of human society is being
pursued with enthusiasm and
excitement ?

One Bahd’i, seeking to earn his
fare to Frankfurt by giving a
series of lectures to a non-Bah4’i
organisation, had the unique ex-
perience of attending the first of a
well publicised and warmly re-
ceived series to find absolutely no
one present? The organisation’s
publicity officer had done an
excellent job but had forgotten to
include the time and place of the
lecture!

ARE YOU . . ..
Encouraged by these snippets?
Interested in trying some new ideas
out?
In possession of a good “Snippet™
story ?

IF SO....
Please write to the Secretary of the
Publicity and Proclamation
Committee:
Miss Adele Senior, 15 Houghton
Lane, Swinton, Lancs.

AND FORGET NOT . . ..
That the Bah4a'i Correspondence Bureau
cannot do its job unless YOU

(a) Send in alist of the magazines you
are already taking and reading.

(b) Send any cutting which may lead
to an opening for a Baha’i letter
or article as soon as you read it;
a week later and the chance may
be lost.

Cuttings to Mrs. Gitta Chaplin, 11,

Westminster Road, Ellesmere Park,
Eccles, Lancs.

BURNLEY—FIRESIDE

In future, there will be only one fire-
side each week.

This will be at the home of Peter and
Carole Fothergill of 23 Fifth Avenue. at
7.30 p.m. on Tuesdays.

DRAW NIGH UNTO BAHA’U’LLAH.

He is really a believer in the Unity of
God who recognizeth in each and every
created thing the sign of the revelation
of Him Who is the Eternal Truth, and
not he who maintaineth that the creature
is indistinguishable from the Creator.

DEADLINE :—
Material for the next issue of the
Journal to be in by 13th Nov. 1967. to—
Mr. J. Coates, Editor,
45 Overfield Road,
Fawdon,
Newcastle upon Tyne, 3

A.A.T.C.
rREPORT

It is always wonderful to see in opera-
tion the Baha’i principle of consultation
and to compare the administration of
the Cause of God, the keynote of which
is consultation, with the systems of
organisation in the non-Baha’i world.
This comparison provides, in itself, a
great proof of the divine origin of the
Faith. In the outside world one meets
chaos and sharp practices, whilst
through the Bah&’i Order, despite the
frailties of individuals, shines the Light
of God, pure and untainted.

The inspiration for basic AATC
teaching ideas is consultation upon the
letters of the Universal House of Justice.
To give these general ideas form, we need
a continual upward flow of suggestions
from the community to our committee.
The AATC would therefore be very
grateful if you would imagine what YOU
would do if you were on a national
committee charged with the respon-
sibilities of assisting the Assemblies in
England with their teaching endeavours.
If anyone has any teaching ideas at all,
we should be grateful if you would send
them to our secretary :—

Mrs. Lois Hainsworth,
Sharaf,

Church Road,

Horsforth, Leeds, Yorkshire.

The AATC would like to thank all
those Assemblies and individuals who
have sent ideas to us, some of which
have already been used and some of
which will be used during the coming
months. Among these have been the
display of posters in buses and in shop
windows, the use of quotations upon
factory and office notice boards, the
circulation of a specially written letter
to members of particular professions,
and so on.

ANOTHER VICTORY

The Goal Town of Newport has
been opened with the recent declarations
of two young people, Philip Thomas
and his younger sister Gaynor.

This is an English Goal Town which
has been placed under the jurisdiction
of this Committee and is an extension
Teaching project of the Cardiff,
Pontypridd and Swansea Assemblies.
These first declarations are the outcome
of five public meetings and a series of
newspaper ‘Quotations from the
Scriptures.” We also have five other
friends attending the meetings fairly
regularly.

By joint consultation and co-opera-
tion with the W.T.C. the Assemblies
and Groups in Wales have made some
exciting plans for Proclamation and we
look forward confidently, by the Grace
and Bounty of the Blessed Perfection,
to announcing yet greater victories for
His Cause in the months ahead.

WELSH TEACHING COMMITTEE.

Co-operative Printing Society Ltd., Rutherford Street, Newcastle.
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