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AN OPEN LETTER

To THE BAHA’1S IN THE BRITISH ISLES

Dear Baha’i Friends,

Some weeks ago the National Spirit-
ual Assembly asked me to write an
article for the “Journal” about a very
serious problem which is facing them
and the whole British Bah4d’i Commun-
ity. Having met many of you since I
returned from Uganda I feel I can talk
to you better by letter, so I am writing
to you in this way as I cannot write to
you all individually.

My thoughts keep going back to some
of the words of the Guardian written to
us on the completion of the Six Year
Plan, calling us the ‘“valorous dearly-
loved Bah4a’i Community British Isles”,
assuring us that, ‘“Herald, Author
Faith, Center Covenant, Concourse on
High, acclaim superb collective achieve-
ment immortalising opening decade
second Baha’i century” and that the
“historic pledge’” was “nobly redeemed
and the ‘‘tribute memory Martyr
Prophet Faith” was ‘“‘worthily paid”.
Yes, indeed, the British Baha’i com-
munity had ‘‘arrived”. They had earned
a place in the Bahd’i world community
and as the years went by their stature
grew. At the October Conference in
Frankfurt the most moving moment
was for me when, as the roll was called,
almost one sixth of the entire gathering
stood up to answer for the British Isles.
The number of Bahd’is from Britain at
that Conference was more than twice
the number of Baha’is in Britain at the
opening of the Six Year Plan. Are you
surprised then that my heart was full and
my eyes wet?

When those Bahd’is stood up in
Frankfurt, I felt proud to be a Bahd’i
from Britain and during the course of
the Conference I realised just how
privileged we are in comparison with the
European communities and how much
we can contribute to the teaching effort
on the Continent.

After my return that pride was rudely
shaken, and as I write this letter to you
I wonder whether I dare be as bluntly
outspoken as my feelings urge.

We in Britain are regarded by the
Bah4’is of many lands as living in an
affluent society and as one fifth of the
community was able to afford to go to
Frankfurt for a short conference, there
appears to be justification for this view.
Yet a few weeks ago we had to advise
the Universal House of Justice that if we
are to send pioneers to our own home
goals in the islands off Scotland, we will
have to call on outside funds. Yes, the
Bah4’is of Britain, the country with one
of the highest standards of living in the
world, have to take funds contributed
by devoted believers from other lands
whose annual income is but a fraction
of ours, to achieve the goals within our
own territory.

This is the problem facing the whole
British Bah4’i community but the greatest
burden is on the shoulders of those you
elected to make these unhappy decisions.

What alternative is left to your N.S.A.?

Estimates for the achievements of the
goals were collected from all the com-
mittees concerned and then added to all
that was estimated necessary for the day
to day running of the essential services
of the Faith in this country. The total
thus reached was then cut, pruned and
reduced to a size which the friends could
meet with a little more effort than they
made last year. This final Budget was
shared with Committees and appeals
were made; it is reproduced again in this
“Journal”. In September it was explain-
ed that believers may wish to pledge an
amount, place a Bankers’ standing
instruction or make a Covenant so the
N.S.A. can get more funds by tax
refunds. The response was negligible—
3 Bankers’ Orders; 4 Covenants and
8 pledges (One pledge from an Old Age
Pensioner of 6/- per month who said
“I can just manage this if I live care-
fully.)”

As I write this letter, Teaching Con-
ference will soon be here and we are to
be told that the target to date is £8,250
and we are £1,950 behind that target.
Since the Regional Conferences the
gap has widened. The believers were
thrilled to think that they could con-
tribute to the world-wide spread of the
Faith by sending £2,000 to the World
Centre: the sad story is that this money

eenTeceived fromr the

friends.

I think the question really is, “Has
our Faith, too, been devalued?” For
many years we have been self-supporting
yet today, as we advance into the
Proclamation period, we have to call on
outside help.

“For God’s sake, care” has raised
over £1 million for the Salvation Army;
can we not care a little more? Can not
more of us join the few who “give until
it hurts” ?

Perhaps all was spent at Frankfurt.

Perhaps there is a saving-up for

Palermo and Israel.

Perhaps the newer believers have not
had it made clear to them that giving
to the Fund is obligatory.

Perhaps the full achievement of ““unity
giving” is beyond our grasp; yet we need
it for the extra flood of bounties for
Proclamation for which we all yearn.

Perhaps the following words of the
Guardian will ring a bell.

“Contributions . . . constitute . . . a
practical and effective way whereby
every believer can test the measure and
character of his faith”.

“No individual is functioning as a
full member of the World Order of
Bah4’u’llah who does not support the
Fund.”

“To be continually giving out for the
good of our fellows undeterred by the
fear of poverty and reliant on the un-
failing bounty of the Source of all
wealth and all good, that is the secret of
right living”.

With loving greetings to you all,

Philip Hainsworth.

PORTSMOUTH  CONFERENCE

Two coachloads of Baha’is from
London considerably swelled the at-
tendance of the Portsmouth Regional
Conference, held on Sunday, November
19th, 1967. Over 120 Bahd’is were
present, including 15-year old Moira
Gagg from Portsmouth who had
declared as a Bahad’i Youth that very
morning.

After the devotional the chairman
Betty Reed read the message from the
Universal House of Justice, which had
been sent to all the Intercontinental
Conferences, and then Auxiliary Board
Member David Lewis spoke of some
of the highlights which were experienced
in Frankfurt. Slides of Frankfurt and
the conference were then shown to
bring us even closer to the wonderful
spirit and enthusiasm that had been
generated there.

This was followed by discussion on
ways in which we could best serve the
Faith during the Proclamation period.
Pat Keeley, speaking on behalf of the
Proclamation and Publicity Committee
about our responsibility to teach,
mentioned the exhibition which will
tour the country before it goes on
display in London. It is ideal for agri-
cultural or other regional shows, and if
communities are interested in either
borrowing the material or in construct-
ing one of their own, the Committee is
willing to assist them.

i h break we discussed,
at the suggestion of our chairman,
activities being undertaken by our own
local communities so that practical
ideas of action could be shared, and
friends could be invited to support
nearby communities. The youth also
discussed the possibility of forming
regular teaching-discussion groups in
the south.

The afternoon programme consisted
of short talks and consultations with
representatives of the A.A.T.C., the
N.T.T.C., the Pioneer Committee and
the Overseas Goals Committee.

Gloria Momen on behalf of the
A.A.T.C. emphasized the importance of
full attendance at L.S.A. meetings so
that the spirit of consultation can be
developed and improved. Support was
requested for the lapsed Assemblies;
pioneering and visiting are needed to
help raise them to Assembly status.
Closer co-operation between Local
Assemblies and the A.A.T.C. was urged.
Assemblies were requested to send their
ideas to the A.A.T.C. Gloria also
suggested that members of communities
tried to learn to speak themselves rather
than rely all the time on outside speakers

On behalf of the N.T.T.C. Paul
Adams pointed out that abroad the
British have a wonderful reputation
for pioneering, and there’s no reason to
stop now. Students could study equally
well in goal towns rather than come to
London, especially for such subjects as
English. Friends should support the
activities of goal areas even if they
cannot pioneer there.

Patrick Green, for the Pioneer Com-
mittee, and Betty Reed, for the Over-
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seas Goals Committee, gave reports of
the current situation and of goals which
still need to be filled. Persistent efforts
are needed to live in these goal places
and obtain work, especially for pioneer
posts abroad.

How are we going to sail on the
Unknown Sea of Proclamation? Con-
sultation brought forth several sug-
gestions including the following: Make
people in our own local areas “Baha’i
conscious”. We can achieve this by
advertising, by participating in local
shows, and by supporting the efforts of
such organisations as the United
Nations Association and the Human
Rights activities. Photographs of the
Shrine of the Bab have been found to be
good focal points in exhibitions because
a number of people are already familiar
with the Shrine from their travels, and
so it becomes an easy talking point.
Participation in Human Rights Year
activities can benefit the Bah4’is, both
by getting the name associated with
acceptable organisations and meeting
local dignitaries, and by giving Baha’is
experience in the organisation and
administration of publicity activities.
As the Human Rights Charter has been
drafted by the United Nations Organ-
isation, it is advisable for communities
to liaise closely with their local U.N.A.
groups and encourage them to initiate a
programme in support of the Human
Rights Year. In teaching the Faith at
the present moment, we should aim just
to tell people who wish to be informed
of the Faith. but do not expect the
Faith to be accepted immediately.
As conditions become more difficult,
people will feel the need for a spiritual
explanation.

We were urged now is the time to put
aside our personal wishes and desires
and to place ourselves in the hands of
our Local and National Assemblies for
service. Once a believer starts to teach
he must rely on God, not on his personal
knowledge. We must be careful to
answer the problems of the seeker rather
than give him an unasked lecture on
religion.

The Conference closed with reading
extracts from the message from the
Hands of the Cause to the 1958 Inter-
continental Conference in Frankfurt,
which encouraged the Bahd’is to
acquire two great attributes—vision
and faith, and we came away once more
kindled with the spirit of the Frankfurt
Conference.

NAW RUZ CELEBRATION, 125

A Naw Ruz celebration has been
arranged for

Wednesday, 20th March, 1968,

at 8 p.m.
to be held in the first floor meeting
room of the National Haziratu’l-Quds.
Programme :

Devotional programme.

1.

2. An item by the children,

3. ADDRESS TO THE FRIENDS
BY HAND OF THE CAUSE
JOHN FERRABY.

4. Special refreshments.

Non-Bahd’is is welcome.

This will be a festive evening in
keeping with the occasion and each
child will receive a small gift.

National Budgets for Baha’i Year 124
March 21st 1967 to March 20th 1968.

Expenditure Budget

National Spiritual Assembly, including Travelling, Salaries and

Insurance, Cables and Telephones, Postage, Statlonery, Bank

Charges, Audit and Legal Fees

Assembly Assistance Teaching Committee
New Territories Teaching Committee ...

Irish Teaching Committee
Scottish Teaching Committee
Welsh Teaching Committee
National Youth Committee
Pioneer Committee
Proclamation/Publicity Committee
Child Education Committee
Overseas Goals Committee

Public Relations Officers
Consultative Committee ..

Community Development Comrrrlttee )

Blind Services Committee

National Haziratu’l-Quds Committee ...

Other Committees
“Baha’i Journal”, Annual Report

Convention and Teaching Conference ...

Incorporation costs
Extraordinary o
National Haziratu'l- Quds
Dublin Haziratu’l-Quds

4,700

Donations (International Fund £2 000 European Contlnental Fund
£100; African Continental Fund £50; South American Con-

tinental Fund £50; European Temple Fund £60; Panama

Temple Fund £60)

Income Budget

Donations ..

Tax Recovery (Covenants)
Interest and Dividends
Transfer Bequests

Cash Credit Balance
Sundry e

2,320
£22,5-6_§

£
11,000
5,000
1,300
4,500
700
65

£22,565

Friends at Teaching Conference
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NATIONAL YOUTH COMMITTEE
UNIVERSITY WEEK

Brache Centre, 4th - 11th April, 1968

A fruitful and exciting programme
has been planned for you by the National
Youth Committee, to be presented at the
University Week during the Easter
vacation. The aim of the school is to
help the student to increase his know-
ledge and understanding of the Faith
and become better equipped to “impart
this knowledge to his contemporaries”.
The programme is to consist basically
of lectures and research. In the evening
seminars, the contents of the lectures
and the research topics will be discussed.
The student is required to report to the
whole school on his supervised research.
Don’t miss this unique opportunity.
Write to:—

Elizabeth Asbury,
36 Redan Street,
London, W. 14.

Any youthful Bah4d’i may apply; but
only 25 applications will be accepted.

Cost. The charge for full board:
which includes Bed, Breakfast, Lunch
High Tea and Beverage is 5 gns. per
person.

DEADLINE :—
Material for the next issue of the
Journal to be in by 18th March 1968. to —
Mr. J. Coates, Editor,

45 Overfield Road,
—F

BAHA'T PUBLISHING TRUST

Investment Scheme

The greatly expanded range of literature now in the Trusts’ catalogue which
has been so warmly commended by the Hands in Haifa and which was so
apparent to the friends at Teaching Conference necessitates more finance.

The expansion of the Trust called for by the Universal House of Justice in
the Nine Year Plan is already under way (159 increase in sales in the last
Bahd’i year, sales at Teaching Conference almost doubled this year) but this
too necessitates the provision of more finance.

Plans at present in hand require a further £5,000 capital—£2,000 this year,
£2,000 next and £1,000 the year after to enable the Trust to become the mighty
teaching instrument it is destined to be and which the Guardian foresaw when he
said that our Publishing Trust was to the British Bah4’is what the Wilmette
Temple was to the Americans.

Will you help to provide this extra capital?

LOANS can be made in any multiple of £25 for fixed periods of 5, 10,
or 20 years bearing INTEREST at the rate of:

41 9% p.a. on a 5 year loan
439 p.a. on a 10 year loan and
5 9% p.a. on a 20 year loan.

Of course, you can get higher rates of interest elsewhere but by this invest-
ment YOU ARE SERVING THE FAITH.

(Interest free loans would certainly be welcomed.!)

SEND your loans now to the Publishing Trust, 2 South Street, Oakham,
Rutland.

You will receive an acknowledgment immediately and this will be followed by an
official printed agreement from the National Spiritual Assembly.

awdors,— e e e o e — - I B
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 3AJ .J
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT No. 1
1st July 1967 to 31st December 1967 (inclusive)

; INCOME £ s d EXPENDITURE £ 5155 e

Donations— N.S.A.—
L.S.A’s and Groups ...................... 1259 4 3 (68) b ARl WL, oo o ettty Do e, e B B 3 3
Individuals .........coovvuvriiiiiiieiiiiinnn.., 3822 15 9 (73) OMICE iosinnsessosmmmnns onose 30
—_— Telephone and Cables ST
5082 0 0 Post and StamiDs st ... .o vsvmsins sonmmionssmaa 6 5
Less Payments against Covenants....... 808 2 7 EonventionIEyl sy o s T e 00
—_—_— TOUIIALES <o eeres f e wimstor s loineTotorms S
4273 17 5 Extraordinary 0 6
Interest and Dividends ..............cccceen...... 365 12 3 /<0 (6 V11(0) £l SRR BRI, i S e ot LA B 101 15 6
Refunds to us— PATELCE Lodotnn s s ek S L« b i Mmoo 413 13 8
Incorporation Expenses ................... 300 INGIT A GE S i ST SRR o PRI, oot 0 8 e 1657 2
Income Tax (Div.)......oovvinineeiaenannianninnnn, 412 17 8 Other Home Committees ..........coevevneeeneieennnnns 293 4 6
Rent Endowment Land .................cco....... 710 0 Overseas COMMUILEEE ...uvvverenrneneniienesnaneneennnns 13 0
SUDNARYE R AR e oot 58 srtimaiss Sl s o i 15 53853 Pioneer COmMmittee .....ocuvvenirirneiiirneninnanenennnnes 17 6
OINEr COMMITEEES. ... sismrnnsrmesbimabsson soas s sasaese 14 6
£5,078 0 7 Youth Committee ......... 00
. S UNAEY I s e imiias 6 5
Donations— Proclamation Committee 00
Budget o it i e et et 8500 0 O Excess income over expenditure  ...........cc..oeueet 192 4 2
o datel . e s e o S 6360 0 0 e
£5,078 0 7
(G F o e e e M e e e 2140 0 O St S T I

£5,078 0 7

Communities contributing: Aberdeen, Bangor, Barnet, Bath, Bedford, Belfast, Blackpool, Bournemouth, Bradford, Brighton, Brighton
Children, Brent, Burnley, Cambridge, Camden, Canterbury, Cardiff, Castlereagh R.D., Cheadle and Gatley, Chester, Croydon, Dublin,
Dunlaogha_lre, Durham, Ealing, Eccles, Edinburgh, Exeter, Georgetown (Guyana), Hammersmith, Harringay, Havering, Glasgow.Inver-
ness, Ipswich, Hove, Jersey, Kensington and Chelsea, Larne R.D., Leeds, Leicester, Lytham St. Anne’s, Manchester, Motherwell,
Malta, Nelson, Newcastle, N. Berwick, Norwich, Nottingham, Oxford, Peterborough, Poole, Portsmouth, Pontypridd, Reading,
Richmond, Sheffield, Southport, Stafford, Stretford, Swansea, Salisbury, Sutton Coldfield, Wandsworth, Watford, Wembley, Win-

chester.

Co-operative Printing Society Ltd., Rutherford Street, Newcastle.
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