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NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITIES

BIRMINGHAM.

The Birmingham community recently
held a very successful Intercalary Days
party to which they invited a number of
contacts and also Bahd’is from neigh-
bouring communities. Over fifty people
attended, representing the communities
of Cardiff, Coventry, Ealing, Kidder-
minster, Leamington Spa, Newport
(Mon), Pontypridd, Stafford and Sutton
Coldfield. Visiting Bahd’is also brought
some of their contacts along.

Earl Cameron provided a wonderful
start to the evening with a short talk on
‘The History of the Negro in the Theatre’
and shortly after the questions session
was drawn to a close we were all very
pleasantly surprised by the arrival of
some of the believers from the ‘Land of
Song” who, true to Welsh tradition,
provided us with a wonderful pro-
gramme of Bahd’i songs and music from
many lands, (something of a travelling
Eisteddfod). Their number included two
new Bahd’is who were products of the
‘100 New Believers Campaign’.

The spirit which was generated
amongst the group must surely have
had a wonderful effect upon our non-
Baha’i guests and the demonstration
of the love and unity between the
representatives of some nine different
nationalities will have given them a
glimpse of that New World which is
being slowly but surely established by
the community of The Most Great
Name.

BLACKPOOL.

The Blackpool community have been
stimulated and encouraged by the
holding of Teaching Conference in
their town. The fine exhibition on
display at the hotel attracted several
local enquirers who have been invited to
firesides and other meetings. World
Religion Day was celebrated at the home
of Andrew and Jean Gash, at which
Philip Hainsworth gave an inspiring
talk; twenty-four people came to this
meeting, including nine non-Bahd’is
(six of whom were attending for the
first time), Tea was provided afterwards,
and it was altogether a very enjoyable
and successful gathering.

Thanks to a most generous contri-
bution to the local fund by one of the
community, the friends from the
Blackpool area were able to make five
separate visits to Stafford to support the
Baha’i Week there, taking several
contacts with them.

As the journey is almost exactly a
hundred miles each way the Blackpool
Baha’is are proud to have travelled a
thousand miles in one week to help
teach the Faith, and would like to issue
a friendly challenge to any community
to better their record

The secretary of the Assembly, Miss
Jackie Tadman, leaves at the end of
February for Zambia, taking with her
the best wishes of all the friends. Abdul
Noah is returning to Blackpool, after
working outside Aylesbury for over a
year, and will once more provide
welcome strength to the community.

Firesides are now held regularly every
Wednesday evening at the home of
Andrew and Jean Gash, 233 St
Anne’s Road, Blackpool, Telephone
46686.

NEWCASTLE.

Despite the wintry weather a recent
weekend school was attended by people
from as far afield as Chester, Bangor,
Cambridge, Sheffield and Nottingham.
In all there were 19 people from other
communities at the school including 2
non-Baha’is and several recently decla-
red Baha’is.

The talks, which proved to be both
very enjoyable and informative, were on
the subjects of “Teaching and Pioneer-
ing” “The Harmony of Religion and
Science,”” and ‘““The Basic Bahd’i Prin-
ciples”; all of which prompted lively
discussion.

On the Saturday evening there was a
very pleasant social, at which two young
non-Bahd’i friends kindly came along
to entertain with folk-songs.

Altogether it was a successful school
with an excellent atmosphere through-
out, and everyone benefited from the
happy spirit.

ORKNEY ISLANDS.

The Kirkwall Group has been blessed
by two more declarations—Moira and
lan MacLeod (brother and sister) thus
making the number of native believers
four. In January, pioneer Adele Senior
arrived from Swinton and in February
Rita Bridge from Cardiff rejoined the
friends here.

Visitors have not been so frequent
during the cold weather but a party of
youth braved the snow in early January
to come up for a few days and greatly
assisted in making contact with the
young people here, making themselves
known in the town, and offering many
valuable suggestions for teaching.

An intensive proclamation campaign
is under way and has already led to some
enquiries.

From 31st March—6th April we are
holding a ““Bahd’i Week” and Weekend
School. The programme includes a
buffet to which local dignitaries have
been invited, a youth panel which the
deputy head master of the grammar
school has agreed to chair, a public
meeting with a local minister agreeing
to speak together with a Bahd’i, plus
discussions, deepening classes, and
socials.

This will be an exciting time for the
island as it includes participation by
both the Baha’is and the local people.
We warmly invite you to join us for these
activities and earnestly ask your prayers
for its success.

For those able to come, please contact
The Secretary, Carmel, New Scapa
Road, Kirkwall, Orkney Islands.

POOLE.

We in Poole wish to express our
gratitude to all those dear Baha’i friends
who came to Poole during our Bah&’i
Week January 23rd to February Ist.
It was inspiring to see so many Bahd’is
at our public meetings and also to hear
of the fine active publicity work which
many of them undertook while they
were in Poole.

It would be wrong to mention names,
but clearly many Bahd’is made con-
siderable sacrifices and travelled long
distances to be with us. The seeds that
were sown in that memorable week will
surely germinate and bear fruit in the
months ahead, we pray, and ask all
Bahd&’is to pray with us, that it may be
so. Poole, Ya Baha’ul’Abha

WIGAN.

There was a large attendance at the
World Religion Day celebrations which
were given press coverage.

Among those present were the Bishop
of Warrington who already knew about
the Baha’i Faith, and a local minister
whose daughter is currently writing her
Thesis about the Faith.

A talk was recently given to S50
members of the Rotary Club. There are
now 4 adult Bahd’is and 3 children in
this town.

PUBLISHING TRUST
Book Display Unit.

The Publishing Trust will send to each
LS.A., lapsed L.S.A. or recognised
group with their next order for at least
£5 worth of books, a free display unit.
Those of you who saw this unit at
Teaching Conference will know how
attractive it is and how useful it can be
to display those books which you have
on sale at both firesides and public
meetings. In addition, the principles of
the Faith are beautifully presented and
surround a coloured photograph of the
Shrine of the Béb. These units cost the
Publishing Trust almost £1 each, thus
this offer will only apply within the
British Isles and no community will be
able to receive more than one free issue.
Those units which have not been claimed
by the end of April will be sold at
Convention at cost price. Send your
order to the Baha’i Publishing Trust,
2 South Street, Oakham, Rutland.
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NUMBER OF ADULT BELIEVERS IN THE ENGLISH GOAL TOWNS AND
ISLANDS—27th FEBRUARY 1969.

COUNTY GOAL TOWN NUMBER OF BELIEVERS.
Buckinghamshire Aylesbury IR DU [N NP N A o R
Somerset Bath E E E B E B B [ [
Caernarvonshire Bangor |00 o A 1 ) P 8
Bedfordshire Bedford HE B B ®E OO0 O O
Cumberland Carlisle | T e W 3 | 0 o e (O
Essex Chelmsford [ ) o 0 e 8 |
Derbyshire Derby | T it g = o+ A o e P
Durham County Durham HE B B B O OO O O
Herefordshire Hereford [ EedlE el DL o 3 e 5 e T O
Suffolk Ipswich H B B B ®mR OO O O
Westmorland Kendal [ R T S o] D R 5 e
‘Worcestershire Kidderminster U e 5 I i o i 5
Lincolnshire Lincoln E B B E H EH ®H [ ]
Rutland Oakham I [ N A O 5 % [ NS
Dorset Poole [ PSS P N g o |
Staffordshire Stafford HE B B B E OO O O
Cornwall St. Austell HE B B B OO O O O
Shropshire Shrewsbury [ S R B P T
Islands

St. Helier, Jersey C.I. (3 believers outside) | LN LS S o P AR [ 1 I S
Ryde, Isle of Wight [ AN ) O[S ot A ) 4 | e
Isle of Man [ ™ 2 0 e S O S N
Guernsey C.I. =] (G i e (5] (=l

CONTINENTAL BOARD OF COUNSELLORS

The following are the names of the Board Members in the British Isles, and their
areas. There is a new Protection Board Member and changes have been made in territory.
The division between Northern and Southern England is by a line crossing the country
along the southern counties of Shropshire, Staffordshire, Leicestershire, Rutland and
Lincolnshire.

Board Member
Mrs. Dorothy Ferraby

Territory.
British Isles, Holland, Scandinavia, Finland,
Iceland, North Sea Islands.

Auxiliary Board Members for Protection.
Mrs. Joan Gregory Northern England, Scotland, Scottish Islands,
Faroe Islands, Iceland, Isle of Man.
Southern England, Wales, Northern Ireland,

Eire.

Mrs. Mary Kouchekzadeh

Auxiliary Board Members for Teaching.
Mr. Richard Backwell
Mr. Ernest Gregory

Mr. David Lewis

Northern Ireland, Eire, Scotland.

Northern England, Scottish Islands, Faroe
Islands, Iceland, Isle of Man.

Southern England, Wales, Channel Islands,
Isle of Wight.

EUROPEAN SUMMER SCHOOLS 1969

May 23rd-26th Hotel Fadai, St. Michael, Nr. Leoben, Styria
Aug. 23rd-31st Chateau d’Oteppe
July Sth-16th Hall School, Dun Laoghaire, Republic of

Ireland.
Aug. 9th-16th Dalston Hall, Nr. Carlisle.

Aug. 23rd-Sept. 2nd Harlech, Wales
Finland June 26th-July 2nd  Motel Harmala, Tampere
Italy Sept. 26th-Oct. 5th San Francisco la Rena (Catania), Sicily.

Austria
Belgium
British Isles

Norway June 28th-July Sth Fingsaker Folk High School, between Hamar
(for Scandinavia) and Lillehammer
Switzerland Sept. 6th-14th Chateau d’Oex
France plans a school towards the end of the summer at Annecy, date not yet
certain.
Germany August 2nd-10th Trier
International

Youth School August 1st-10th Ellecom, Nr. Arnhem, Holland.

Visit of Hand of the Cause
WILLIAM SEARS.

Immediately following the great
September 68 Centenary Pilgrimage
to the Holy Land, Hand of the Cause,
William Sears came to the British Isles
and began what was probably the most
extensive and exacting tour ever made
by a Bahd’i throughout the length and
breadth of these islands.

In little more than seven weeks, Bill
Sears held nearly 40 meetings in places
as far apart as the islands off the north
of Scotland and the Channel Islands.
He met believers from almost every
community and group in the British
Isles as well as many isolated Baha’is,
and attended some large gatherings such
as the Manchester Week-end School;
the Scottish School in Perth; the Irish
School in Dublin; the Teacher Training
School in Birmingham and the final
exciting week-end in London.

There is no doubt that something
really happened to the British Com-
munity during Bill’s historic visit. Not
only did he raise to new heights the
friends awareness of their destiny, but
wherever he went he brought joy and
laughter and love. As if this was not
enough he wrote letters to all the
friends collectively and to many in-
dividually and even after his departure
he has kept closely in touch, assuring us
all of his prayers for our success.

That there is a new spirit alive in
Britain today, that the friends are
serving the Cause with more zeal and
confidence and that by far the greater
proportion of them are now “Thinking
Victory” is due in very large measure to
the dedicated and never-to-be-for-
gotten visit of William Sears in Sept.-
Oct 1968.

BAHA’I EXHIBITION

The Bahd’i Exhibition will be on
route commencing on April 14th with a
fortnight’s display at Burnley.

The Exhibition Committee must know
as soon as possible if you wish to have
the Exhibition in your area.

Don’t miss this opportunity, book it
now; or let us know when you want it.
Unless your application is in, the dates
you want may be chosen by a prior
applicant.

The following dates have already
been booked:

Burnley—April 14-27.
Eccles—May 3-10
Chester—June 4-5
Epsom-June 9-14
Liverpool—June 16-25

Write now to Stephen Jenkerson,

96 Bulan Road, Heddington, Oxford,
0OX3 7THX.

Separate arrangements will be made
for the London Boroughs.
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WORLD WIDE NEWS OF
OUR GROWING FAITH

Australia have launched a “Proclama-
tion to Children” campaign, with
Children’s Camps, press advertising and
pamphlets on Baha’i Principles of Child
Education being sent to School Head-
masters.

In Burma six Buddhists visited the
National Haziratu’l-Quds and after
many hours they accepted the Message
and immediately went back to their
villages to prepare for Bahd’i teachers.
They have already planned teaching
trips to other villages.

In the Cameroons two new regions
have been opened to the Faith, with
the help of travel teachers from Chad
and members of the new tribes of
Bikele, Mbalmayo, Bene, Baya and
Sara Gambaye have now joined the
Faith. The NSA Secretary was invited
to give a 15 minute broadcast on the
National Radio for Human Rights, and
she quoted from the writings of Bahd’u’-
1&h.

Chagos Archipelago has been opened
by a believer gaining employment there
—at five dollars a month plus food.

In response to the Universal House of
Justice’s call for International Travel
Teachers, twelve Baha’is who work for
an airline in Africa have offered to use all
their free flights at weekends and in
vacations for teaching.

In Awstria an exhibition has now
started touring and is attracting an
average of about 30 people a day.
In Belize a successful teaching Institute
has been held. A group of five teachers
visited a town to teach but found a
local festival in progress—so they went
to another town and left after three
declarations and another contact. A
pioneer from Togo visited Ethiopia and
visiting with local teachers had twenty-
two declarations in one village. Later
in the same day they visited an isolated
believer who gathered about twenty

contacts. Thirteen of them accepted the
Faith. In Gunatemala the Government
has accepted the Baha’i Marriage
Certificate. In Korea the Bahd’is of
Sanchangli have built their local
Haziratu’l-Quds, with their own hands.
All the 300 inhabitants of the village
seemed to be at the opening. A slide
show had to be shown outside. More
than half the village is Bahad’i, and they
have set a goal for the whole village to
accept Baha’u’llah. In Liberia a new
believer had to be taught to write his
own name. He was a driver of an earth
moving truck but after three months he
and another Baha’i had so impressed
their boss with their attitude to their
work that he asked them to move into
an office and spend their whole time
teaching their Faith to the other workers.
So now they go to work with brief cases
full of Baha’i literature. An elder of a
Church in the New Hebrides listened to a
travelling teacher for only 25 minutes
before accepting the Faith and promising
to teach it in the bush areas. Leaving the
elder’s house the teacher met another
man and by evening he and his wife had
also accepted the Faith. The National
Assembly in Nicaragua has been
incorporated. In Thailand 400 copies of
“Bah&’w’llah and the New Era® have been
presented to the libraries of the country.
In the United States a successful
banquet for 500 attracted many digni-
taries. The youth have launched their
own 5 year plan at 22 regional confer-
ences and 106 youth have offered to
pioneer on the Home Front by 1973,
46 more to overseas goals. Baha’i Holy
Days are now recognised in two more
states, bringing the total to 45 out of 49.
Finally news of a Baha’i who passed
away aged 103, Dr. Nettie J. Asberry.
She was the founder of the National
Association for the Advancement of
Coloured People, and is believed to be
one of the first women of her race to
receive a doctor’s degree.

SUTTON COLDFIELD—Firesides

You are warmly invited to join us at our “firesides” held each Thursday even-

ing at 8 o’clock at the homes listed below :—

First Thursday in the month.
Oilsynd en Riea d R L S,

Second Thursday in the Month
46 H oIy RO e e e e

Telephone—SUTton Coldfield 6791.
Third Thursday in the Month

Hostess: Mrs. D. Brevitt.

Hostess: Miss Emily Eastgate.

26 Cartwiioht Road ol ot oo e oo s Hosts: Mr. and Mrs. E. Richards.

Fourth Thursday in the month.
167 Hill Village Road: .o .. .iceeeeveionssss.
Telephone: FOUr Oaks 2634.

Fifth Thursday in Month (when this occurs)
Hostess: Miss Ruth Riding.

1358tichficl diR0ad e M,
Telephone: FOUr Oaks 0864

Hosts: Mr. and Mrs. E. Amini

RECEPTION AT CLOSE
OF HUMAN RIGHTS
YEAR

Seven Bah&’is from Birmingham,
London, Manchester and Salisbury,
were amongst several hundred guests
who attended a Reception held at
Lancaster House, St. James’s, London,
on December 18th for those who had
served on national or local Human
Rights Year Committees to have the
honour of meeting H.R.H. Prince
Philip, the Royal Patron of the Year
in the United Kingdom, as well as to
greet one another and exchange ex-
periences of Human Rights activities.
All were agreed that, although the Year
itself had come to an end, it was by no
means the end of the task of working to
establish throughout the world the
recognition of human rights. At the close
of Human Rights Year the National
Assembly sent to all the national news-
papers a letter setting out clearly the
Bahd’i attitude and principles in re-
lation to Human Obligations and Rights
and Local Assemblies were encouraged to
send siuilar letters to their local news-
papers.

YOUTH NEWS

THE NATIONAL YOUTH CONVENTION
will take place at 27, Rutland Gate from
the 4th to 8th of April inclusive. This
is the first time that the N.Y.C. of the
British Isles has organized such an
event at which youth representatives
of different parts of England will be
present. The friends should apply as
soon as possible. They will obtain
further details from their L.S.A’s.
“UNIVERSITY WEEK” will take
place at the Manchester Baha’i Centre
from April 11th to 19th. This is a
deepening school which everyone
desiring to study the Faith intensively
should attend. (Places limited to 29).

Bookings for these 2 events should be
sent to Irene Jones, Bulmershe College
of Education, Woodley, Reading,
Berkshire, as soon as possible.

WEEKEND SCHOOLS

Aberystwyth, 10th-11th May at the
Marine Hotel. For details write to
Mrs. Nora Maude, Talley, Penglais
Road, Aberystwyth, Cards.

Eccles, 31st May-1st June, at the local
Friends meeting house. Facilities are
available for children in another building
and arrangements have been made to
look after them. Further details will
be sent out in good time.
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THE NUMBER NINE
The Nine and Five-Pointed Stars

(These are some extracts from the
letters of our beloved Guardian which
were printed in American Baha’i
News, Nos. 61, 105, 228 for the informa-
tion of believers):

*...We must avoid the impression
of being all tied up with peculiar relig-
ious theories; on the other hand, the
9 sides of the Temple, and the 9-pointed
star require an explanation, and he (the
Guardian) feels that the best one is this

*“ Nine is the highest digit, hence it
symbolizes comprehensiveness, culmina-
tion; also, the reason it is used in the
Temple’s form is because 9 has the
exact numerical value of “Baha” (in
the numerology connected with the Ara-
bic alphabet) and © “Baha” is the name of
the Revealer of our Faith, Baha’u’llah.
The 9 pointed star is not a part of the
teachings of our Faith, but only used as
an emblem representing ‘9’. In telling
people of the nine religions of the world,
that is, existing religions, we should not
give this as the reason the Temple has
nine sides. This may have been an
idea of the architect, and a very pleasing
idea, which can be mentioned in passing,
but the Temple has 9 sides because of
the association of nine with perfection,
unity and “Baha .

“ The number nine, which in itself is
the number of perfection, is considered
by the Bahd’is as sacred because it is
symbolic of the perfection of the Bahd’i
Revelation which constitutes the ninth in
the line of existing religions thelatest,and
fullest Revelation which mankind has
ever known. The eighth is the religion of
the Bab, and the remaining seven are:
Hinduism, Buddhism, Zoroastrianism,
Judaism, Christianity, Islam and the
religion of the Sabeans. These religions
are not the only true religions that have
appeared in the world but are the only
ones still existing. Thers have always
been divine Prophets and Messengers,
to many of whom the Qur’an refers. But
the only ones existing are those men-
tioned above.”

“The Guardian feels, that with intellec-
tuals and students of religion the question
of exactly which are the nine existing
religions is controversial, and it would
be better to avoid it. He does not want
the friends to be rigid in these matters,
but use their judgment and tact, some-
times one statement is exactly the right
thing for one type of mind and the
wrong thing for another.”

“Strictly speaking the 5-pointed star
is the symbol of our Faith, as used by
the Bab and explained by Him. But the
Guardian does not feel it is wise or
necessary to complicate our explanations
of the Temple by adding this.”

“Concerning the number nine: The
Bahd’i revered this for two reasons,
first because it is considered by those
who are interested in numbers as the
sign of perfection. The second considera-
tion, which is the more important one,
is that it is the numerical value of the
word ‘Bahd’. (B equals 2, H equals 5,
A equals 1, and there is an accent at the
end of the word which also equals 1;
the “a” after the “B’’ is not written in
Persian so it does not count). In the
Semitic languages, both Arabic and
Hebrew, every letter of the alphabet has
a numerical value, so instead of using
figures to denote numbers they used
letters and compounds of letters, thus
every letter had both a literal meaning
and also a numerical value. This
practice is no more in use but during
the time of Baha’u’llah and the Bab it
was quite in vogue among the educated
classes, and we find it very much used
in the Bayan. As the word Baha also
stood for number nine it could be used
interchangeably with it.

Besides these two significances the
number nine has no other meaning. It
is, however, enough to make the Bahd’is
use it when an arbitrary number is to
be chosen™.

NEWS FRON WALES

Travelling for His Canse

Over 1,250 passenger-miles to attend
a Saturday evening Fireside. That was
the record (?) established by Kevin
(Bangor) Geoffrey and Ena (Dyffryn)
and four friends from Cardiff when they
met at the home of Derwent and Nora
Maude at Aberystwyth on February 2nd.

The Joy of this most exciting re-
union was only faintly beclouded by the
absence of enquirers who had been
invited, but prayers were said on their
behalf and for all the remaining Goals.
The ten Bahd’is present then settled
down to listen to the recording of
Ruhiyyih Khanum’s fascinating talk to

the 1963 World Congress.
Waiting Souls . . . ..

With the party from Cardiff on that
occasion was our newly-declared
believer, John Edoka from Nigeria,—
Carl, Joyce and Isobel making up the
rest of the party—. In heart-warming
manner, John told the company of his
introduction to ‘The Faith’; how he had
come to Cardiff from London (where
he had been investigating a number of
‘Societies’); had visited a friend in
Hospital: had seen there a young lady,
(Isobel) with the words “Bath Baha’i
Week” pasted on her handbag and had
asked her what it meant. A few meetings

EPSOM

“The New Age” Exhibition will be on
display at the Ebbisham Hall, Ashley
Road, Epsom from 9th-14th June.
Open 10 00 a.m. until 10.00 p.m. with
complementary activities every evening
at 8 p.m.

The Epsom Community would
appreciate help in manning the Exhibi-
tion and in distributing advertising
handouts in advance. Please support
this exciting proclamation event. Offers
of help to Geertrui Bates, phone
01-393-2668 or write 25, St. James
Avenue, Ewell, Surrey. Alternatively
phone Christine Nicholas Mogador
2067.

BRADFORD UNIVERSITY

The Publishing Trust would like to
take this opportunity to commend the
fine spirit of the Students Union of
Bradford University who have recently
purchased £39 worth of our books.

Are there any other student bodies
able to match this worthwhile effort
or to better it?

DEADLINE :—

Material for the next issue of the
Journal to be in by 17th April., 1969, to—
Mr. J. Coates, Editor, 45 Overfield Rd..
Fawdon, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 3AJ

continued from previous column

with some of the Baha’i youth, a reading
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Will and Testament
and the acceptance of his declaration by
the Local Assembly on a Sunday night.
And when did John first hear the Name
of Bahd’i? On the previous Wednesday.

The Cardiff contingent to this wonder-
ful fireside were privileged to remain
overnight and to join in a very special
service on the Sunday morning, when,
at the invitation of the Aberystwyth
Unitarian Minister, the Bahd’is were
to conduct the whole of the morning
service.

The Hymns, readings and prayers—
some from the Baha’i scriptures—had
all been chosen and arranged by the
Aberystwyth group and the service was
most ably conducted by Dr. Maude.
The 25 minute address was given by Carl.

Our Unitarian brothers and sisters
had specifically requested that the
address should be about the Baha’i
Faith and Carl was therefore privileged
to declare freely and openly the Glad
Tidings of the Advent of Baha’w’llah, of
His mission and His message to man-
kind.

Our departure from Aberystwyth was
hastened somewhat by the onset of the
February blizzard, and with visions of
being stranded in the midst of the
Welsh mountains we set off for home
full of the most joyful memories and
with out trust centred on His Mercy.
It was an exciting but, we are glad to say,
trouble-free journey home.
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