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JUNE, 1969

National Spiritual Assembly’s News Letter

HAND OF THE CAUSE ADELBERT
MUHLSCHLEGEL VISITS
SCOTLAND AND THE ISLANDS.
As this News Letter is being written,
Dr. and Mrs. Muhlschlegel are just
returning to Glasgow from their visits
to Orkney and Shetland. We were
happy to welcome them to London on
Sunday, June 1st, when during a brief
stay of only a few hours they visited
the Grave of the beloved Guardian,
came to the Haziratu’l-Quds and spoke
to the Children’s Class, had lunch
with members of the Overseas Goals
Committee and consulted with the
National Secretary on behalf of the
N.S.A. Then they flew on to Glasgow on
their way to see the Friends in Kirkwall,
went to to see the Friends in Lerwick,
and returned to meet all those who could
gather together in Glasgow on Wednes-
day evening, June 4th. On Thursday,
June 5th, they continue their journey to
Reykjavik in Iceland, the place where
the Oceanic Conference will be held in
the summer of 1971. They will return
to Vienna via Copenhagen and Berlin.

HAND OF THE CAUSE JALAL
KHAZEH VISITS EUROPE.
“Mr. and Mrs. Khazéh left South
America in April and returned to
Teheran. With the approval of the
Universal House of Justice the Hand is
visiting Europe, and we are delighted
that the British Isles is included in his
programme. Mr. Khazéh’s itinerary
is on p. 5 of this issue. Would you
please note that the meeting in Birming-
ham on Friday evening, July 25th, will
be held in Dr. Johnson House, starting
at 8.00 p.m.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE
HELD IN HOLLAND.

John Long and Betty Reed, the
Chairman and Secretary of the N.S.A.,
represented the National Assembly at a
Conference called by the Continental
Board of Counsellors in Europe for
Board Members and the fifteen National
Spiritual Assemblies of Europe over the
week-end May 17th/18th. It was a
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Scotland and from the North and
North-West of England.
Monday, 21st July:
Resting in Edinburgh.
Tuesday, 22nd July:
Fly to Orkney Islands, Kirkwall.
Wednesday, 23rd July:
In Kirkwall.
Thursday, 24th July:
Fly from Orkneys to Birmingham,
rest.
Friday, 25th July:
Gathering in the evening in Birm-
ingham, especially for Friends from
the Midlands and the West.
Saturday|Sunday
In London, consultation with the
National Assembly.

wonderful gathering, honoured by the
presence of two Hands of the Cause,
Dr. Mubhlschlegel and Dr. Ugo Giachery,
who has recently returned to Europe
with Mrs. Giachery from the Western
Hemisphere. N.S.A. representatives
shared news of activities in their re-
spective countries during the year, and
we are happy to share with everyone a
short resumé of the points discussed
from the British Isles: visits of Hands of
the Cause Jalal Khazéh and William
Sears; the introduction of the 19 Day
Feast News Letter; the three special
and highly successful short-term projects
—(i) pioneers for Baha’u’llah’s Birthday,
(ii) the “100 New Believers” campaign
and (iii) the financial project for the Fast
which raised £426 for the Bolivian
Literacy Programme; the Community
Development Committee’s new training
programmes; the Bah4’i Weeks held in
five goal towns; the development of
Orkney and the visits made there by
over 100 of the Friends; the part played
by the children in the Holy Day cele-
brations and in World Religion Day
programmes; the gifts of coloured
post-cards of the Holy Places and
sweets sent to the Baha’i children in
Guyana, and the little bells and sweets
sent to the Bah4’i children in the Gilbert
and Ellice Islands to bring added
happiness to their Holy Day celebra-
tions; and the establishment of six new
Local Spiritual Assemblies last Ridvan.
The Conference felt that we must have
had an exciting year. Countries that
had made good use of Bah4’i Exhibi-
tions were Austria, Belgium and Switzer-
land; a special activity in Sweden had
been visits by Baha’i speakers to
schools. From Germany the Conference
received a report on the Mother Temple
of Europe, for which funds are con-
tinuously needed, and we learned of an
unexpected addition to the visitors to
the Temple—mice, who had to be evicted
before they did damage. On the
Saturday evening Friends came from all
over Holland to meet the Hands, the
three Counsellors and the Conference
participants, and over a hundred
Baha’is enjoyed a wonderful evening
of loving fellowship. The following
cable was sent by the Conference to
the Universal House of Justice:

‘““CONFERENCE HAGUE BOARD OF COUN-
SELLORS N.S.A. REPRESENTATIVES BLESSED
INSPIRED PRESENCE TWO HANDS CAUSE
STOP CONSCIOUS WARM SPIRIT COLLABOR-
ATION PRIVILEGE WORKING TOGETHER
STOP FEEL DYNAMIC FORCE RELEASED
NEW DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTION HANDS
LEADING INCREASED AW ARENESS BELIEVERS
GRAVE  RESPONSIBILITIES PLAN  STOP
DEEP APPRECIATION INFLUENCE PRAYERS
HOLY SHRINES” to which the House of
Justice replied: ‘““HEARTS WARMED LOV-
ING MESSAGE HAGUE CONFERENCE
DELIGHTED PRESENCE HANDS ASSURE
PRAYERS BOUNTIFUL RESULTS CLOSE
CO-OPERATION UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF
JUSTICE”.

DECLARATIONS. We are delighted
to welcome to the Faith Mrs. Elizabeth
Williams of Pontypridd; Mr. David
Neave (Youth), Peterborough; Miss
Christine Rushton, Mrs. Olive Moor-
house and Mr. David Bates (Youth), all
of Burnley;M.issSus&n—BiE.uia&Mﬁ_ﬁg—
ham; Miss Kay Trotter, Brighton; Mr.
_George Littlejohn (Youth), Motherwell ;
Miss Josephine Murchison (Youth),
Aberdeen; Mrs. Doreen Mackay, Bath;
Mrs. Marion Klyne, Isl ight; Miss
Liz Lewis, (Youth) Lacock, Chippenham,
Wilts; Mr. Richard Parkes (Youth),
Up Holland, Nr. Wigan; Mr. Malcolm
Lake, Birmingham; Mrs. Annily Camp-
bell, Walsall; Miss Anna Potter,
Ipswich; Mrs. Leda and Mr. Arthur
West of Nacton, Suffolk; Mrs. Norma
Wiggins, Bromsgrove; Mr. John Gavin,
Kirkby, Lancs; Mrs. Dorothy and Mr.
Joseph Foster, Kendal; Mrs. Sylvia and
Mr. Douglas Hodgson and Mrs. Elsie
Birt, all of Stafford; Mrs. Eda Bradbury,
Tyldesley, Lancs; Mrs. Denise Forster,
Aylesbury; Mrs. Hazel Jiggins, Pudsey;
Yorks; Mr. Denver Morgan, Swansea;
Mrs. Olive Sherman and Mr. Roy
Adams, Ipswich; Mrs. Margaret and
Mr. George Kissick, Larne R.D.; Mr.
Albert Pearce, Poole; Miss Shadab
Kouchekzadeh, Mr. Edward Castle and
Mr. Leon Braunstein, all Youth of
Brighton; Miss Gabrielle Cortazzi,
Camden; Mr. Taymour Dowlatshahi
(Youth), Exeter; Mr. Martin Beckett
(Youth) Oxford; Miss Pamela Gagg
(Youth), Portsmouth; Miss Hilary
Lemon, Barnet; Mr. George Smith,
Kirkwall, Orkney Islands; Miss Louise
Glover (Youth), Wigan; Mrs. Doreen
Stuart, Mr. Nenburn Bristol, Mrs.
Gloria Billingy, Mr. Michael Robinson,
Mr. Wilfred Bristol and Miss Miriam
Bentham, all of Mcdoom Village,
Guyana; Mrs. Christina Williams of
Kitty Village and Mrs. Harriett Bernard
of Campbellville, Guyana. We happily
welcome the following youth who have
claimed their voting rights: Mr. Shahram
Mottahed, Manchester; Miss Bahiyyih
Nakhjavani, York; Miss Hide Davachi,
Ealing; Mr. Abbas Eliasieh, Manchester :
Mr. Farnush Amin-Amin, Wandsworth;
Mr. Brian Shepherd, Aberdeen; Miss
Mary Whitelaw, Swansea; Miss Judith
Ingham, Durham; Mr. James Elliott,
Salisbury.

DATES OF N.S.A. MEETINGS AND
MAJOR GATHERINGS.

The National Spiritual Assembly will
be meeting on the following week-ends,
and earnestly asks for your prayers on
those occasions for Baha’u’llah’s
blessing and guidance: June 13th/15th,
July 25th/27th, August 30th/September
I1st (in Harlech), October 3rd/5th,
November 7th/9th, December 19th/21st,
January 23rd/25th, February 27th/
March 1st, April 3rd/5th.

Teaching Conference will be on
3rd/4th January; World Religion Day
on Sunday, 18th January; and Con-
vention on 25th/26th April.
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Please Note especially that World
Religion Day is one special day, and it
can only be celebrated after sunset on
the Saturday or on the Sunday. It is a
day inaugurated by the N.S.A. of the
United States and has become a world-
wide date in the Bah4’i calendar. This
makes it important that it be commemor-
ated on the correct day, which is the
third Sunday in January; as the Baha'i
day begins after sunset, it would be
correct to hold a World Religion Day
meeting on the Saturday evening.

THE NATIONAL BUDGET.

The National Assembly shares with
you all at this early stage in the year the
National Budgets for 1969/70. We shall
be reporting regularly how donations
are matching the income budget, and
want to express the National Assembly’s
deep appreciation of the wonderful
support which the Community gave
last year to the Funds. You will see
that our target for the International
Fund is the largest yet, £2,000 from the
National Fund and a further £2,000
from individual contributions, making
£4,000 in all; this is the Fund from
which the Universal House of Justice
has to meet the needs of the Baha’i
World, it is a Fund for which we in the
British Isles should really sacrifice to
help our Bah4’i brothers and sisters who
are in far less fortunate circumstances
than we are. All donations, including
those earmarked for the International
Fund, should be sent to the National
Treasurer, Mr. Charles Macdonald,
25 Martello Park, Craigavad, Co.
Down, N. Ireland.

OBITUARY. We are sad to report
the passing of Mrs. Joan McCullough of
Preston, who was one of the earlier
believers and played an energetic part
in the winning of the Six Year Plan
(1944-50). Before the introduction by
Shoghi Effendi in 1955 of the “civic
limits ruling”, Joan served on the
L.S.A. of Blackburn, travelling over
regularly from Preston. As an isolated
believer she has been a firm and steadfast
Bah4’i, and she will be missed in the
Lancashire area.

We are also sad to report the passing
of another isolated believer, Mr. C. K.
Eldridge of Woodbridge, Suffolk. Mr.
Eldridge was not young and as he could
not travel very much he was not well
known to the Community, but those who
visited him regularly in his country
cottage where he lived with his wife—
and the Ipswich Friends were in very
close touch with him—had great affec-
tion for this staunch and pure-hearted
soul. It is significant that his Baha’i
funeral led to the declaration of a new
believer, which we are sure brought him
much joy.

PLEASE NOTE:

The Publishing Trust will be closed
during the month of August.

Worid-Wide News

Ridvan Victories.

The irresistible onward march of the
Cause of God is demonstrated by the
world-wide formation of new L.S.A.s at
Ridvan. Here are just a few:

BELIZE. In 1963 there was only
one locality opened to the Faith
in Belize. At Ridvan, 1968, there
were 12 L.S.A.s and 69 localities.
Cable from N.S.A. dated April 30,
1969 states:

“Ten new Assemblies—total
localities 81”.

ETHIOPTIA. Formation four new Assem-
blies: three Assemblies re-estab-
lished: Foundation stone National
Haziratu’l-Quds Ethiopia being
laid.

CHAD (a virgin territory at beginning
of Nine Year Plan). “Thirteen
L.S.A.s, two groups formed, 1,600
believers registered.”

HAWAIL Cable from N.S.A., April 28,
1969. “New goals joyously
received. Immediate  response
donation transportation cost all
nine pioneers . . . four new Assemb-
lies . . . four incorporations . . .
nearly half assembled 84 believers
answer call for settlers pioneers
travel teachers.”

LEEWARD, WINDWARD AND VIRGIN

1SLANDS. Cable from N.S.A., April 28,
1969. “Two new L.S.A.s formed
Barbados Nevis. First native
believer volunteered service
pioneer. 47 localities now opened.
17 travel-teachers volunteered.”

MAURITIUS. ‘14 new L.S.A.s elected.”

MEXICO. ‘. . . Surpassed goal 58th
L.S.A. Fivc offers sustain native
pioneers.”

PARAGUAY. “‘Overjoyed formation 5
Assemblies, one re-established.
Total eight Holy Days recognised;
two new tribes enrolled . . .

PERU. *¢ Constantly increased
efforts mass conversion, ten new
Assemblies Department Cuzco.”

THAILAND. “° . . formed 23 new
Assemblies, 76 new localities
opened.”

UGANDA. ‘“‘Rejoice formation N.S.A.
Burundi Rwanda: 13 Assemblies
Chad; 4 Central African Republic
1100 Uganda.”

Continental Board of Counsellors of
North America.

Over 3,200 Bahd’is, from December
6, 1968 to March 2, 1969 gathered
throughout Canada, United States for
series of nine momentous deepening
conferences arranged by newly appoin-
ted Board of Counsellors . . . . The
conferences were a vivid portrayal of
the organic unity of the World Order of
Baha'u’llah since they showed the
Hands of the Cause, the Continental
Board of Counsellors, the Auxiliary
Boards, the National and Local
Spiritual Assemblies functioning in
harmony and unity. The conferences
had a profound effect on the friends
illustrated by such comments as:

“The best thing that has happened to
Philadelphia since *Abdu’l-Bahd’s
visit.”

“The only occasion equalling it was
the World Congress in London.”
“It was inspirational stimulation,
leading to a re-dedication of self,
will, heart and life to this Cause.”
And finally here are two exciting and
impressive cables which surely must
build a bridge of hope between the two
countries concerned; from the N.S.A.
of the United States, dated April 29, 1969
“ ... 445 Assemblies formed; 2517
centres registered; annual enroll-
ment adults 1503 youth 1303 . . .
decided convert Davidson School
year round Pioneering Institute . . >
and from National Convention,
Vietnam, dated April 28, 1969

... announced total fulfilment all
internal goals allocated Vietnamese
Bahd’i community by Nine-Year
Plan; number Spiritual Assemblies
now total 402 . .. ”

Some other highlights: Mr. Nakebae
Teuatabo, a Bahd’i, has become the first
student ever from the Gilbert and Ellice
Islands to attain a Bachelor of Science
Degree. In 1962 on completion of
fifth form at King George V School at
Bikenibeu, Tarawa, he was awarded an
overseas scholarship to Australia, where
the first two years were spent at Saltash
College and the remaining four years at
the University of Adelaide where he
received his degree in Mathematics.
Nakebae will be employed by the
Government on Tarawa but hopes to
continue to a Masters Degree.

Nakebae became a Baha’i in 1961 at
the age of 15 while he was a student at
K.G.V. School, the Hawaii State
Legislature invited the Bahd’is to
present their invocations on April 1 and
2; Italy has achieved the goal of forming
a Baha’i Publishing Trust; in Kenya the
Daily National newspaper announced on
March 5 in a four-column headline
“Bahd’i  Symposium Success” and
reported “The consensus of opinion was
that the Faith, following what is
fundamental in its teachings, had to
offer, through its members, practical
examples of living which could appeal
to the majority of the people.”; On
March 7 the “Reporter,” an East African
News Magazine featured a lengthy
article “Bahd’is and their impact on
Uganda” which quoted from the
Writings of Baha’u’llah to the “erring
monarchs of His day” and stated
“There can be no denying the prophetic
ring of some of Baha’u’llih’s words.”
Kenya report 836 declarations in two
months; After a very successful Sum-
mer School in Peru in January a group
of youth made a teaching trip of fifteen
days within the high mountains of the
Indian field in Cuzco and opened several
villages as a result of legal incorporation
of the N.S.A. of Spain they are able to
intensify teaching and proclamation
efforts, have presented the Faith in a

continued on page eight
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University, in a library and in a number
of newspaper articles and on the main
radio station, have held their first
public meeting and have obtained mass
proclamation in the main newspapers
in Madrid, Barcelona and Tarrasa.
The N.S.A. of Tanzania has received
from the Government a certificate
which officially recognizes the N.S.A.
as a religious body in that country. In
Alaska, the Tundra Times had a half-
page feature on the Faith. This
paper is edited by Alaskan natives for
American Indians, Eskimos and Aleuts.
A new L.S.A. was formed in the Aleut-
ian Islands this Ridvan. Argentina’s
summer school was “Definitely the best
ever”’, with more than 100 friends.
Bolivia now has 22 Literacy Centres
after two years of its literacy campaign,
and is planning to open 50 this year.
The purpose is to consolidation, through
teaching the adult believers to read and
write sufficiently to elect their own
L.S.A., write up simple decisions and
study the teachings in simple form.
In Brazil a panel of non-Bah&’i authors
and teachers gave their comments on
“Presoricao Para Vida” (Prescription
for Living) to help launch the book,
and the meeting had been their own
idea. After six years of travel teaching
across 400 kilometres of sunbaked
territory two Indian communities were
established in the Kiriri territory. A
small school was constructed and a
Baha’i teacher rode 10 miles on horse-
back to the school everyday. 400
people were at the end of the first school
year and the local Mayor insisted on
maintaining the school and raising the
salary of “its extraordinary self-less
teacher.” Five new states have been
opened in Brazil this year, another
teaching trip by Jawad Mughrabi in the
Cameroons brought in 12 new believers
and opened two new localities in six
days. In Denmark an estimated one
million listeners heard about the Faith
for the first time on an independent
programme. A new style World
Religion Day was introduced by a well
known non-Baha’i actor at a theatre
in a goal town. Over half the 90
audience were non-Bahd’is. Ethiopia
was one of the places visited by Peter
Smith from England on his international
travel teaching trip and he met up with
some of the air-line employees who
were using their free passes to visit
Jimma. Peter addressed 200 students
on “World Unity”. In the Gilbert and
Ellice Islands about 15 non-Baha’i
boys and girls are enthusiastically
attending the Baha’i Scripture hour at
school on Fridays. Guatemala have
been advertising correspondence
courses and nearly 150 have taken these
already including the Mayors of two
cities. In one town, Yepocaoa, three
Baha’is visited some of the students for
a couple of days and there are now
seven Bahd’is there. The building for
the Hazirat’ul-Quds has been purchased
in Iceland. In Kanpur, India, the
whole village of Gurraiyanpurwa became
Baha’i last December. 1,000 new
believers have been enrolled in this area

THE FIRST SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY OF KIRKWALL

FroONT ROWw, 1. to r: Shelagh King, Daryoosh Mehrabi, Adele Senior

BAck Row, l. tor: Jacqueline Mehrabi, Moira Macleod, Ernest Bertram, Parvin Jahanpour,
Eric King, Violet Bertram

WE NEED YOUR HELP.

At the Royal National Eisteddfod
which this year will be held in Flint,
N. Wales, August 4-9, the Bahd’is of
Wales have acquired a site where they
will be staging a befitting Baha’i Exhibi-
tion. We therefore extend a warm
invitation to volunteers to come along
and help us in manning the Stall. Here
is a wonderful opportunity for you to
teach the Faith to hundreds of people
every day.

If you can offer your help for one
week, part of the week, or even one day
please contact Mrs. Nora Maude,
Talley, Penglais Road, Aberystwyth,
Cards, who will be glad to provide you
with further details and to help with
the finding of accommodation.

in two months. Massive publicity
for a meeting by Youth in Korea, drew
100- enquirers and also led to a Baha’i
film being shown on the Television
Station on Christmas Day. In Laos
Mrs. Missaghian, travelling with her
husband on a motorcycle, was especially
welcomed as a travelling teacher in
many villages who had never seen a
woman pioneer before In a school in
Malawi three plays were used to help
teaching about the funds and teaching,
and discussion went through the night to
6 a.m. Mauritius have a new Haziratu’l-
Quds and have turned the old one into
a teaching institute. Nigeria’s national
newspaper, the Sunday Times, had a
two page article on the Faith, prepared
by a local Bahd’i with the help of his
L.S.A. Three further articles will follow
the last being a call on all clergy to
investigate the Faith.

THANK YOU AND PLEASE.

From the Correspondence and Feature
Advisory Service.

We would like to thank every one
who has sent offers of help and infor-
mation in reply to our request in the
March/April Journal. We hope to

hear from many more of you soon,
especially from those reading papers
and magazines of general interest. We
are now making use of material already
sent and hope to have some concrete
results in the near future.

One suggestion came up for which we
would like your help. It was pointed
out that many factories and companies
have their own ‘house magazines’
which might very well be willing to
print either short fill-in articles, or
even full features. As we are eager to
collect information about existing com-
panies’ publications, would all those
who work in a company producing its
own magazine or newsletter please
write giving details and perhaps sending
a sample copy ? to Miss Margaret Lord,
96 Plas Dinas, Blacon, Chester.

This might be a wonderful way of
extending our proclamation activities
to ‘all strata of society’ as the Universal
House of Justice have asked us to do,
so please help us to investigate this
great potential for Proclamation. Look-
ing forward to hearing from you,

DEADLINE :—

Material for the next issue of the
Journal to bein by 14th July, 1969, to—
Mr. J. Coates, Editor, 45 Overfield Rd.,
Fawdon, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 3Al

Co-operative Printing Society Ltd., Rutherford Street, Newcastle upon Tyne.
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