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when they give us the "key" which will unlock the " spiritual reservoir" of power 
without which we cannot expect victories, and upon which the fate of the world so 
largely depends. 

"Beloved Friends, the Nine Year Plan is well'advanced, our work is blessed by the 
never-ceasing confirmations of Baha'u'llah, and the entire Baha'i World Community 
is committed to complete victory. That happy consummation, now faintly discernible 
on the far hor·izon, will be reached through hard work, realistic planning, sacrificial 
deeds, intensification of the teaching work and, above all, through constant endeavour 
on the part of every single Baha'i to conform his inner life to that glorious ideal set for 
mankind by Baha'u'llah and exemplified by 'Abdu'l-Baha. In contemplating the Master' s 
divine example we may well reflect that His life and deeds were not acted to a pattern 
of expediency, but were the inevitable and spontaneous expression of His inner self. 
We, likewise shall act according to His example, only as our inward spirits, growing and 
maturing through the disciplines of prayer and practise of the Teachings, become the 
well-springs of our attitudes and actions. This will promote the accomplishment of 
God's purpose, this will ensure the triumph of His Faith and enable us to build up the 
present motion of the Cause into a grand momentum whose force will carry the com­
munity of the Most Great Name to glorious victory in ] 973 and onwards to the as yet 
unapprehended vistas of the Most Great Peace." 
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PROGRESS REPORT 
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Ron. Bates, 
Thelma Halbert. 
Ron Bates 
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Ron Bates 
Thelma Halbert 
Brigitte Ferraby 

Philip Hainsworth 
Philip Hainsworth 
Derek Cockshut 
Brigitte Ferraby 
Betty Goode 
Anne Thorne 
Alma Gregory. 

Betty Goode 
Betty Goode 
Betty Goode 
Betty Goode 
Brigitte Ferraby 
Anne Thorne 

Anne Thorne 
Betty Goode 

Activities planned or in progress 

Baha'i Day, 28th September. 

Baha'i Day, 3rd August. 
Weekend School, ] /2nd November. 
Baha'i Days, 16th/17th August. 
Baha' i Stand (Trades Fair) 4th-I] th 
October. 
Week of Intensive Activity ] 6th-23rd 
August. 
Public Meeting, 1st January, ]970., 
Weekend School, ] 5/ 16th November. 

Baha'i Day 14th or 21st September. 
Baha'i Day, 27th July. 

Baha' i Day, 9th August. 

Baha'i Day, 20th July. 

Baha'i Day, 14th September. 
Public meeting, 26th October. 

CANTERBURY. 
Firesides to be held from October 1969 to Ridvan 1970. 

October 

November 
December 
January 

February 

March 

1st Friday 2nd & 4th Saturdays 
Public Meeting Mrs . Giddings, 

Friends Meeting House 14 St. Lawrence, 
The Friars Forstal 

3rd 11th 

7th 
5th 
2nd 

6th 

6th 

April 3rd 

25th 
29th 
13th 
10th 
24th 
14th 
28th 
14th 
28th 
11th 

Weekend School- 15th-16th November. 

3rd & 5th Fridays 
Mr. & Mrs. Weinberg 

5 Rhodaus Close 

] 7th 

21st 
]9th 
16th 
30th 
20th 

20th 
(Naw Ruz) 

17th 
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NEWS FROM WALES 
The Welsh Community has had a great 

uplift since the visit of the Hand of 
the Cause, William Sears, last September. 
There has been constant movement from 
place to place and the friends have felt 
closer together than before. 

The Goal Town of Llanelli was 
eventually opened last April by Margaret 
Metcalfe, who has been teaching the 
Faith fervently ever since she arrived 
there. Public Meetings are being 
arranged in this Goal Town and inten­
sive plans for travel teaching are in 
hand. The W.G.C. is still hopeful that 
another pioneer will join Margaret to 
help her in her wonderful teaching 
work. 
Carmarthen. Margaret Evans, an 
isolated Baha'i in Carmarthen, held her 
first fireside in that town on July 5th. 
The fireside went well and was held at 
Margaret's flat. Among the 16 present 
were 7 non-Baha'is and Neal Evans 
gave an introductory talk. The Sweet 
family who have pioneered from Salis­
bury to Pembs. were there and their 
company was a great pleasure to all of 
us. May we all wish Margaret every 
success in her work in Carmarthen. 
Newport. The Newport group have 
intensified their already praiseworthy 
efforts in order that they may attain 
their goal of the formation of an L.S.A. 
by Ridvan 1970. Apart from their 
regular firesides, Public Meetings and 
private teaching, they have planned a 
week of intensive teaching activities in 
September. All the nearby and 
surrounding communities in England 
and Wales will be asked to support 
Newport in their efforts. 

In recent months we have had 
stronger links with our dear friends in 
Bath and with Gloria Faizi in Hereford . 
Now, with the new " Wave Movement" 
introduced by the N.S.A., we are con­
fident that we shall not only strengthen 
our bonds with Bath and the West 
country, but also we shall be able to 
create new ties with our friends across 
the Irish Sea. 
Aberystwyth. The Group in Aberyst­
wyth arranged a weekend of activities 
in May, and a Summer outing in July 
with the usual firesides in between. 
On May 10th the Youth of Wales 
organised an afternoon of talks and 
discussions and for the music, 
singing, a slide show and dancing 
which was enjoyed by everyone. On 
the following day a One Day School 
was held with Arnold Pitt, Carl Card, 
Cyrus Rowshan and Betty Goode as 
speakers. About 50 people came during 
the weekend. The Aberystwyth 
group would like to thank all those who 
came from far and wide to support the 
weekend and to help to make it the 
success that it was. 

On July 5th a party of nearly 30 
Baha'is, friends and children including 
some from Birmingham and Shrews­
bury went on the narrow gauge railway 
line from Aberystwyth, up the beauti­
ful Rheidol Valley to Devils Bridge and 

Continued on page six 



PAGE SIX 

Continued from page five 

back again. At Devils Bridge they 
were able to enjoy the magnificent 
scenery, the high waterfall and ancient 
bridges. On arriving back at Aberyst­
wyth , everyone including a friend who 
happened to have been collected on the 
way, converged at the Maude's house 
for tea and chat before going home. 
Cardiff. A one day school was held on 
May 17th. This was a most enjoyable 
and inspiring day at the Welsh 
Empire Pool in Cardiff. Friends 
gathered from far and near and the 
programme was arranged as a Forum 
and intended to appeal especially to 
enquirers. The theme was introduced 
by Carl and followed on by Alf 
Morse, Felicity Earnshaw, Margaret 
Jenkerson and Gloria Faizi. The 
day ended with a slide show on the 
1967 Inter-continental Con~erence 
with recorded commentary. 
Swansea. This Community have held 
several meetings and have a few new 
contacts so the teaching work is pro­
gressmg. Arnold Pitt addressed a 
meeting at which there were 4 non­
Baha'is and as well as the usual firesides 
and weekly study group, there have 
been additional teaching meetings 
wherever possible. Estelle Evans 
gave a talk to the Unitarian Church 
Women's Guild and Margaret Morse 
has been approached about giving a 
talk to the Swansea Soroptomists later 
in the year, on the Baha'i Faith. 

THE LIGHT 
It's bright 
This light that shines on me, 
So I can see where I am going 
And what I'm doing. 
H: guides me and tells me what to do 
To you 
The world. 
There'5 only one luring beam, 
Not five or ten or twenty, 
But one, the Righteous One. 
It tells me to travel the world afar 
And spread the word of Baha'u'llah. 
I must obey 
Some day. 
And now I pray the time will come 
With gathering speed 
And give me the lead which I can hold 
Until I'm old; 
And my job is done, 
Thanks to that One. 

David Grant. 

Draw Nigh unto Baha'u'llah. 
Man's station is great. Ere this, the 

following exalted words have flowed 
forth from the pen of Abhd, "This 
is a Day great and blessed. Whatsoever 
was hidden in man is today being revealed." 
The station of man is great, were he to 
cling to truth and righteousness and be 
firm and steadfast in the Cause. Before 
the God of Mercy, a true man appears 
like unto heaven, The sun and the moon 
of that heaven are his sight and hearing 
and its stars are his shinint' attributes. 
His Station is the highest and his signs 
are the educator of the world. 

Bahd'u'lldh. 

JULY / AUGUST, 1969 

WORLD CHILDRENS' DAY 

Ted and Alicia Cardell were the hosts, 
the Child Education Committee were 
the organisers and the seventy children 
who attended were the life of the World 
Childrens Day at Manor Farm, Gt. 
Paxton on Sunday, June 15th. 

The celebration started with lunch, 
everyone relaxing on the lawns and 
sharing their food. The sessions began 
with a devotional prepared by the 
London Children's cia.;;s after which 
the children were divided into three 
groups for discussions and talks. The 
adults discussed the education of 
children with a panel of speakers com­
posed of Mrs. Shomais Afnan, Mr. 
Ezzart Cesare and Mr. Farhang 
Jahanpur. Mr. Iraj Munsiff was in the 
chair. Although the children finished 
their sessions on time and were soon 

YOUTH 
YOUTH STUDY WEEKENDS. 

The National Youth Committee has 
decided not to continue with the 
University Week in future. In order to 
study some deeper aspects of the faith, 
the Committee has decided to organise 
study weekends, and, as a pilot scheme, 
has chosen seven weekends in the year 
1969-1970 on which to hold these. 

The Committee has divided the 
British Isles into six regions and the 
weekends will be held in a town as 
central as possible for the Baha'i youth 
of the area to travel. 

These places are provisional:­
Bristol- for S. Wales and S. W. England. 
Dublin- for Northern and Southern 

Ireland. 
Edinburgh- for Scotland and N. E. 

England. 
Leicester- for Midlands and N. E. 

Anglia. 
London- for South and S. E. England. 

romping in the hot sun the parents 
found so much to talk about that they 
continued their discussion for two and a 
half hours. 

When all the sessions were over, 
games, informal chatting and walks 
around the farm were the order of the 
day. All the time the children were 
swarming everywhere, reminding us of 
what the day was all about. This 
event proved to be an excellent means of 
teaching as many non-Baha'is partici­
pated. 

The C.E.C. hopes that this day has 
helped to stress the importance of 
Child Education and the responsibility 
that rests on the parents and hopes to 
hold another meeting of this kind in 
the Autumn. 

NEWS 
Manchester- for North Wales and N. 

W. England. 
The subjects for study are as follows: 

'God, Manifestation of God and Man'. 
'Book of Certitude'. 
'The Guardian's Guidance for Youth.' 
'The Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l­
Baha'. 
'The Baha'i Standard'. 
'Baha'i Laws and Ordinances.' 

We are asking Assemblies to arrange 
for their centres to be available for 
these study weekends. 

Details will be sent to all L.S.A.'s 
and groups. Anyone else requiring in­
formation about these weekends please 
contact Miss E. Morley, 171 Alexandria 
Road, Peterborough., Northants. 
WINTER SCHOOL. 

The Youth Winter School will be 
held at the Youth Hostel in York from 
28th December 1969 to 3rd January 
1970. Further details to follow. 

Continued on page seven 
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BOTTLE ACROSS THE OCEAN--
At Frankfurt Conference in 1967 

Ted Cardell was talking with Peggy 
True- she told him how she had some­
times put the Baha'i Message in bottles 
and sent them across the ocean and said 
she had replies. He mllst have looked 
sceptical, for she then offered to throw 
one in for him. 

Sometime later he received a letter 
from Puerto Rico. A lady had picked 
up the bottle which Peggy threw in 
and wanted to know all about Baha­
u' llah, Ted replied- this time by air mail. 

Below is the letter from the lady 
exactly as she wrote it. 

Mr. Ted Cardell, 
r Farm 
axton, St. Neats 
Huntingdonshire, 
England. 
Mr. Ted Cardell: 

March 10, 1969. 

I found the bottle you threw into the 
sea which was dated 22-6-68. The exact 
place is a fishing port, called La Pitahaya 
of the city of Cabo Rojo, in the South­
western part of Puerto Rico. 
The story: 

I found the bottle the 9th of March 
1969. I was fishing and suddenly I saw 
the bottle with the message; I got 
interested and I picked it up. In order 
to take out the message I had to break 
the bottle. I hit it against the boat but 
the message fell back into the water, 
and as you could all ready imagin it 
broke into pieces. With this incident I 
lost part of the address so it was a 
little difficult for me to guess where you 
lived. I had to look up in different 
maps and books to find a place like 
that in England. 

I made some photostatic copies and 
I am enclosing one for you so imagin 
the trouble I had. I found something 
about the Baha'u 'llah but I would like 
to recive a letter from you explaning me 
what you tried to say with in your 
message. Baha'u'llah- splendor of God 
- The spiritual unity of mankind. 
Why do you say the message is of 
great importance? Why did you send 
the message threw the sea and in a 
bottle? Si sabes hablar y escribir 
espanol, escribeme en espanol que 
sera mas facil para mi. 

yours truly 
Evelyn Alicea 

Continued from page six 

ASSISTANCE WITH JOB FINDING. 
Any Youth who is considering 

pioneering to the Goal Town of Here­
ford can be helped to find a job in that 
town. Regular information about jobs 
that are advertised can be forwarded to 
anyone interested, until a suitable job 
is found. 

Contact Mrs. Gloria Faizi, 26 John 
Venn Buildings, Bath Street, Hereford. 
THANK YOU 

The National Youth Committee 
deeply appreciates the poster designs 
from the Cardiff and Newport youth 
and are now eagerly awaiting Peter­
borough's contribution. 

J J 

CHRISTIAN TEACHINGS and BAHA'I TEACHINGS 
By RICHARD BACKWELL. 

To compare the teachings of Baha'­
u'Jlah with the teachings of Jesus is to 
compare light with light. The identity 
of their source, pivot, motive power and 
goal is far more important and far 
greater than any difference. The iden­
titv is of God; the difference is of man. 
The teachings of Jesus comprised all 
that man could receive at that time 
and for the ensuing epoch. The teachings 
of Baha'u'llah comprise all that man 
can receive at this time, and for a 
further thousand or thousands of years. 

Over 1900 years have elapsed 
since the Crucifixion of Jesus. The whole 
surface of the planet has come to be 
exolored. The paths of truth in other 
parts of the earth, unknown then, .h~ve 
become widely known. The rehglOn 
of the Arabian Prophet Muhammad has 
arisen, reached its zenith and passed 
into decline. Great scientific and 
technological discoveries have been 
made, and in particular the truth of 
evolution has become established. 

Many of the selfishnesses and short­
comings of man are similar today to 
those of the first century, but now also 
the emergence and interaction of whole 
peoples and nations has added a new 
range of defective conditions and 
intractable problems to the ailing body 
of mankind . The prescription of the 
Great Physician therefore, though it 
contains many common ingredients, 
has fresh potencies, proportions and 
components today. 

The declared purpose of Baha'u'llah 
is the same as that of Jesus. Where 
Jesus said, "I am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly" (In. 10: 10), Baha'u' ­
llah wrote, "The W{lters of everlasting 
life have, in their iit/ness, been proffered 
unto men. Every single cup hath been 
borne round by the hand of the Well­
Belo ved. Draw near, and tarry not, 
though it be for one moment" (GWB 34). 
Baha'u'llah also wrote, "Verily He 
(Jesus) said: 'Come ye after Me, and I 
will make you to become fishers of men'. 
In this day, however, we say: 'Come ye 
after Me, that We may make you to 
become the quickeners of mankind' " 
(PDC 124). 

Jesus said to the apostles, "Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature" (Mk. 16 :15), but He also 
said, "My Kingdom is not of this world" 
(In. ] 8 :36). Although He made a change 
in the laws of divorce and of the 
Sabbath, and, through Peter, lifted 
restrictions on certain foods, for the 
most part He made no change in the 
laws of Moses and reiterated the chief 
commandments more than once. He 
left one new commandment, "That ye 
love one another; as I love you, that 
you also love one another" (In. 13-36 
and 15:12). How fervently He prayed, 
"that they may be one even as we are 
one" (In. 17 :21-23). 

Most of the teachings and precepts of 
Jesus were given in parable form, or 

in the form of hortative statements such 
as the beatitudes, or in the attitude 
and manner of His own life and actions. 
He 'focussed attention primarily on the 
redemption of the individual and the 
moulding of his conduct and stressed 
the necessity of inculcating a high 
standard of morality and discipline into 
man, as the fundamental unit in human 
society'. (PDC 124). 

Jesus came to recall the people to 
God , to restate, strengthen and enhance 
the great truths of Moses, to establish 
love, unity and peace in the hearts of 
men, to convince that those who 
followed and obeyed Him would, 
through sacrificing themselves for one 
another, find the Kingdom of God 
within them. Let His followers but 
carry out His injunctions to draw near 
('eat') and partake ('drink') of His 
perfections remembering His days dur­
ing their days, keeping ever before them 
the qualities and deeds essential to 
qualify for admittance to the Kingdom, 
and thev would then be ready, with the 
oil of faith brimful in their hearts, when 
the Spirit of Truth, the Lord of the 
Vineyard, came to take charge of His 
own and to establish the Kingdom of 
God on earth as in heaven for which 
they were to pray continually. He even 
gave them the signs of that coming: 
(i) His gospel was to have been preached 
in all the world for a witness (Matt. 
24-\3 :14) (ii) the time of the Gentiles 
shall have been fulfilled, i.e. when the 
Jews returned to their homeland 
(Luke 21 :4-7) (iii) the prophecy of 
Daniel regarding 'the Abomination of 
Desolation' shall also have been fulfilled 
(Matt. 24:15 and Dan. 8:13-15). 

All aspects of the life of Jesus were 
perfect. Many of them were unique, 
though a startlingly large number can 
be precisely paralleled in the life of the 
saintly Bab. Every divine religion 
enshrines a mystery: in Christianity 
it is the mystery of His fatherJessness, of 
the Virgin Birth. In the Baha'i Faith 
the mystery is the Master, 'Abdu'l-Baha, 
Centre of Baha'u'llah's Covenant, in 
Whom were blended and harmonised 
the incompatible characteristics of a 
human n3.ture and superhuman know­
ledge and perfection. 

In certain respects the teachings and 
life of Jesus were incomplete however. 
Having nowhere Himself to lay His 
head, He never married . Because of the 
relatively immature stage in the develop­
ment of human society, His emphasis 
was on the quality of individual life 
and conduct, encouraging to love and 
unity through focus upon Himself and 
in some measure upon Peter, the chief 
of the disciples, after His passing. 
Nowhere did He advise how mundane 
affairs were to be organised or ad­
ministered, nowhere how problems: 
between groups and nativns were to be 
resolved. 

Continued o.~ page eight 
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The teachings of Baha' u'l1<ih com­
prise spiritual, social and administra­
tive dimensions of human life as befit 
One Who comes not only as the Lord 
of the vineyard, the Spirit of Truth but 
also the Prince of this world , the 
Prince of Peace in fulfiiment of Isaiah 
9:6-7 and II:l-9. Where Jesus was 
permissive and hortatory Baha'u'llah is 
imperative. Where Jesus spoke in 
parables and in veiled language, 
Baha'u'llah wrote in clearest terms. 
Where Jesus ' chief appeal is to the heart 
and soul, Baha' u'llah appeals to heart, 
soul, and mind, to the whole man and to 
all mankind. 

The oneness and wholeness of the 
entire human race is the pivotal Baha'i 
teaching, to which the message of 
Baha'u'llah is wholly directed. This, 
the consummation of the promises and 
prophecies of all the prophets, is the 
goal for which He establishes His 
Covenant with man, a covenant of 
response to God, to Himself, to 
'Abdu' l-Baha (and later to Shoghi 
Effendi and the Universal House of 
Justice), of obedience to and faith in 
their injunctions and guidance. He calls 
for acknowledgement of the fundamen­
tal truths of all the divine religions, for 
humble -relations of love and fellowship 
with all people, as individuals, as 
groups, as nations. Collective security 
He urges upon governments; justice He 
sets up as 'the best loved of all things in 
His sight': moderation in all things He 
enjoins; consultation is a basic and 
mandatory principle ; knowledge and 
skills of practical kind exalt man and 
should be sought; service in love for 
mankind is raised to the level of worship 
and even unity with God; science and 
religion both derive fr om a rational God; 
woman is entitled to equality of rights 
with man; a universal language and 
script are necessary; world government 
of a federal type must come into being. 

'Abdu'l-Baha said (PUP 4), "To be a 
real Christian, is to be a servant in His 
Cause and kingdom, to go forth under 
His banner of peace and love toward all 
mankind, to be self-sacrificing and 
obedient, to become quickened by the 
breaths of the Holy Spirit, to be mirrors 
reflecting the radiance of the divinity 
of Christ, to be fruitful trees in the 
garden of His planting, to refresh the 
world by the water of life of His 
teachings; in aLL things to be like Him 
and filled with the spirit of His love." 

He also said, (PUP 448-449), to 
Baha'is, "You must manifest complete 
love and affection toward all mankind. 
Do not exalt yourselves above others 
but consider all as your equals, recog­
nising them as the servants of one God. 
Know that God is compassionate 
toward all; therefore love aU from the 
depths of your hearts, prefer all religion­
ists before yourselves, be filled with love 
for every race and be kind toward the 
people of all nationalities. Never speak 
disparagingly of others but praise 
without distinction. Pollute not your 
tongues by speaking evil of another. 
Recognise your enemies as friends and 
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Front Row, Left to Right : Celest Motayne , Esther Seley, Christine Williams. 

Back Ro w, L eft to Right : Jacob Moe , Abdool Hamaid Ali, Ricbford Ali, Abdool Hai, 
Nagashwar Sharma , James Frederick Toney. 

consider those who wish you evil as 
the wishers of good. You must not 
see evil as evil and then compromise 
with your opinion, for to treat in a smooth 
and kindly way one whom you consider 
evil or an enemy, is hypocrisy and this is 
not worthy or allowable. You must 
consider your enemies as your friends, 
look upon your evil-wishers as your 
well-wishers and treat them accordingly. 
Act in such a way that your heart may 
be free from hatred. Let not your heart 
be offended with anyone. If some one 
commit an error and wrong toward you, 
you must instantly forgive him. Do not 
complain of others. Refrain from 
reprimanding them, and if you wish to 
give admonition or advice let it be 
offered in such a way that it will not 
burden the bearer. Turn all your thoughts 
toward bringing joy to hearts. Beware! 
Beware! lest you offend any heart. 
Assist the world of humanity as much 
as possible. Be the source of consolation 
to every sad one, assist every weak one, 
be helpful to every indigent one, care for 
every sick one, be the cause of glorifica­
tion to every lowly one and shelter those 
who are overshadowed by fear. 

" In brief, let each one of you be as a 
lamp shining forth with the light of the 
virtues of the world of humanity. Be 
trustworthy, sincere, affectionate, and 
replete with chastity. Be illumined, be 
spiritual, be divine, be glorious, be 
quickened of God. Be a BaM'i." 

Surely one who walks along a road 
in the dark should take guidance from 
the light of the nearby street lamp and 
not rely on the distant light from a street 
lamp down the road behind him. 

FOR MEDITATION 

" God, the Maker of the worlds, hath 
created the realm of humanity to be the 
Paradise of Eden (or the Garden of 
Paradise) if the edifice of Peace, Re­
conciliation, Love and Faithfulness is 
founded on a solid and firm basis; nay, 
rather, He hath willed it to become the 
mirror, reflecting the Delectable Para­
dise. Then, and not until then, will all 
the divine bounties become manifold; 
happiness and well-being infinite; the 
virtues of the world of humanity 
revealed and resplendent; and the rays 
of the Sun of Reality visible from every 
direction. 

Consider that his holiness Adam and 
others were living in Paradise. But as 
soon as strife became known between 
him and Satan, everyone was driven 
away from Eden, so that the children 
of humanity might learn a lesson and 
realize that quarrels and strife, even 
though with Satan, are conducive to 
deprivation. 

Therefore, in this radiant century, 
according to the heavenly teachings, 
altercation and dispute are not allowable 
even though assailed by Satan himself." 
'Abdu'l-Baha, ("Star of the West", 

Vol IV, No. 1) 

DEADLINE :-

Material for the next issue of the 
Journal to be in by 8th Sept. , 1969, to­
Mr. J. Coates, Editor, 45 Overfield Rd. , 
Fawdon, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 3AJ 
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