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British

EIRE

The second Irish Summer School was
held in the Hall School, Monkstown,
Dun Laoghaire, from Saturday 5th
July until Tuesday, 15th July.

During this ‘most suecessful school
upwards of 100 friends attended, indeed
it seemed that an endless surge of
Bahd’is passed through the school,
picking up the spirit as they paused.
Day by day the spirit of ‘one family’
grew, enhanced by the presence of
Hand of the Cause Jalal Khazéh once
again. This immense unified spirit was
so great that many were the signs that
manifested it; one or two of the catering
staff remarked, ‘““We have never seen
anything like it *’, others described the
spirit as so intense that “even the non-
Baha’is wanted to pioneer . Further
evidence was the lateness of the hour
of retiring, which grew night by night
until the end. At the finish no one
wanted to leave.

If this is evidence of the spirit
animating all the schools then we have
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this activity the teaching work in Cork
will go forward with increased momen-
tum.

We are happy to report that Ann
Hooton has arrived from Morecambe
to undertake a six weeks project in
Limerick and that Albert Strachan will
come to this town at the end of Septem-
ber for three months.

These projects are of invaluable
assistance to the progress of the Faith
in Ireland; as the nature of the teaching
work here requires people who are able
to spend some time in the Goal Towns
and make friends gradually. We ask
all Bah4’is to please consider seriously
whether they could give some time to
come to Ireland and serve in this way
in this important goal of the Nine Year
Plan.

Ireland has had the great blessing of
the Summer School held in the Goal
Town of Dun Laoghaire, and attended
by over 100 people. It was wonderful
to welcome Hand of the Cause Mr.
Jalal Khazéh there once again, and to
have the bounty of his inspiration and
spirit. We were most happy that Mr.
Khazéh was able to visit Northern
Ireland and meet the Bahd’is there
before going to Scotland.

Since our last news in the Journal
we have had five declarations in Ireland.
Four of these in the North, in Bangor,
Londonderry and Belfast; and one in
Dun Laoghaire in Southern Ireland.

Dr. Rustam Jamshidi has been able
to move back to the Goal Town of
Craigavon in Northern Ireland where
he joins Barry Watson, to form a group.

We are sad to record the passing of
Nessie Smith who had for so long served
the Faith in Bangor. Nessie had been a
Bah4’i for many years and will be
remembered for her warmth, and
willingness to assist those who needed
her.

Summer Schools

no doubt that here is the power of the
Cause that will, in the words of the
theme of the school, “Sweep away every
obstacle from the onward march of the
Cause of God™.

The programme, although carefully
planned months before, was frequently
altered to mould with the requirements
of the occasion, which made it all the
more exciting. One did not really know
what was going to happen, but when it
did it was fabulous. The lectures on the
central figures of the Faith were of
high standard and were approached
by some speakers from new angles. The
idea of work-shops, now a firm favourite,
was successfully pursued, inculcating
participation by all. Other titles of talks
were of very particular significance at
this time and followed such paths as
“The Vitality of man’s belief in God
is dying out in every land”’; “Teach ye
the Cause of God, heed not your own
weaknesses and frailty’’, and “‘Put your
trust wholly in Him and be assured of
ultimate victory”.

Afternoons were free and people
ventured into the countryside of Wick-
low—*“The Garden of Ireland”, others
made trips to the grave of George
Townshend, Hand of the Cause, in
Enniskerry, and on one day a coach-trip
sallied forth to Glendalough, where we
viewed the evidences of an Ireland of
many centuries ago, in the time of
Saints and Scholars, an Ireland which
will live again in the Bah&’i Ireland of
the future.

On another afternoon, 19 Bahd’is
through a link of Richard St. Barbe
Baker, had afternoon tea with the
owners of Powerscourt, one of the most
beautiful of the stately homes and
gardens in Ireland.

The evenings brought much fun and
laughter, and much use of music was
made. The youth with their boundless
energy and enthusiasm held many
dances, sing-songs and a barbecue.

Special mention must be made not
only of the very well organised and
successful children’s classes but also of
the late-night sessions on the history
of the Faith which gave to us a most
intimate picture of the early days of our
Cause from a friend whose father
attained the presence of Baha’u’lldh.

Slides also brought those who had not
yet visited the world Centre into closer
contact with the hub of the Baha’i world,
while those who have had the bounty of
pilgrimage were transported yet again
on wings of spirit to those days of
closeness to the Shrines.

Finally our thanks must go to the
Universal House of Justice, for sending
us Hand of the Cause, Jalal Khazéh,
whose radiant humour and deep know-
ledge of the Cause inspired us constantly.

Copy of letter from the Universal House
of Justice to the National Spiritual
Assembly:—

Dear Baha’i Friends,

Would you please thank those who
attended the Baha’i summer school in

Ireland for the letter that they sent to
us dated 17th of July. We were very
happy indeed to hear of the success of
the school and we have high hopes for
the progress of the Cause throughout
Ireland. Please assure the friends of
our ardent prayers on their behalf in the
Holy Shrines.
With loving Baha’i greetings,
THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE.

DALSTON HALL
9th—16th AUGUST

Again Dalston Hall has had a sucess-
ful Summer School. The spirit of love
and unity, and enthusiastic participation
helped to make the school a success.

Between 35 and 45 Bahd’is, not
including those who came for the day
from nearby towns, attended the school
which, this year, much to the disappoint-
ment of many, lasted for only one week.
This was due to the number of other
Summer Schools also being held this
year.

The theme of the school was based on
a verse from the Hidden Words—“O
Son of Man wert thou to speed through
the immensity of space and traverse the
expanse of heaven, yet thou shouldst
find no rest save in submission to Our
command and humbleness before Our
Face”.

The mornings opened with a devotion-
al before breakfast. Then the morning
sessions followed with lively and invig-
orating talks and workshops, bringing
out the importance of the laws, living the
life accordingly and arising to teach the
Faith. These were followed in the
evening with a look into the major
religions of the world. Finally, a youth
panel, on behalf of the National Youth
Committee, expressed how the youth
can help to spread the Faith.

The social side of the school was not
forgotten. Afternoons were free and trips
to the lake district, and the beach at
Silloth were arranged which were well
supported and thoroughly enjoyed.
Singing, dancing and table tennis tourn-
aments followed evening sessions, and a
concert arranged by the youth rounded
off the school.

HARLECH
23RD AUGUST TO 4TH SEPTEMBER, 1969.

The theme of the Harlech Summer
School, ‘The World Order of Baha’u’llah
is the sole refuge for a disintegrating
and tottering civilization’ was amply
demonstrated throughout the precious
and joyful twelve days when more than
130 friends of all ages and of several
nationalities were gathered together
as members of one united family. The
School radiated the love and joyous
fellowship which Baha’u’llah alone can
bring, and we all thrilled to the reality
of His Teaching, “‘ye are all the leaves
of one tree and the fruits of one branch”.

As the lectures were given and the
theme was unfolded, there seemed a
wonderful blending of thought and
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UNDERSTANDING

Reprinted from
Baha’i News, Oct. 1940.

O heedless ones Think not the secrets
of hearts are hidden nay, know ye of a
certainty that in clear characters they are
engraved and stand manifest in the holy
Presence. (Hidden Words.)

When do our children begin to have
“secrets of the heart” which they believe
are hidden? The new born babe brings
his secret with him which even his par-
ents cannot completely fathom. They
feel, in his presence, as though they were
before something sacred; something
mysterious; something indescribably
precious, a bit of heaven perhaps but
this is not the kind of secret or secrets to
which we refer. We mean, of course,
conscious secrets. When does the child
first hide from his parents some of his
thoughts and his feelings ? No one really
knows. What we do know is that the
type of child training that he has in the
precious early years hastens or retards
the desire for him to keep back his
thoughts and feelings from others.

The young child is naturally frank and
spontaneous. The amount of frankness
and spontaneity will vary largely among
individual children, but confidence and
trust are characteristic of childhood.
Gradually these qualities are modified;
in some cases. alas, to be lost almost
entirely while in other cases to become
tempered with judgment.

The child who becomes secretive is

usually one who has lost confidence in
those about him. This may have been
brought about through a number of
channels. The child’s serious remarks
may have been laughed at too often; he
may have been ridiculed; or given a
sense of insecurity or of failure or of
shame. Perhaps the largest single factor in
producing an undesirable form of secret-
iveness in children is a sense of guilt. He
has done something, perhaps quite
natural to childhood, yet he has been
taught that the thing is bad; so when,
inspired by his natural instinct, he again
commits the act (it may be as harmless a
thing as playing in water) he has a sense
of guilt. This then becomes a secret thing
which he must not reveal. It becomes
hidden.

The building up in a child of a sense of
guilt is poor child psychology. Baha’i
parents know that ’Abdu’l-Bahd has
taught that, “Everything in existence is
good and only the lack of goodness
makes a thing evil. The being is created
good but when the lack of good is to be
seen in it, then it becomes bad. Evil is
not created by God.” (Bahd’i Scriptures,
par. 963.) Since evil is not created by
God why should we give little children
a sense of guilt or evil, especially when
this does not act as a deterrent but leads
only to a feeling of necessity for keeping
secret his thoughts, words and deeds?

This does not mean, of course, that a
child should be left to do whatever his
fancy dictates regardless of results. It
means simply that we shall emphasize

inspiration by the speakers. Our under-
standing was deepened, our knowledge
extended and our hearts were pro-
foundly moved. Gradually drawing
nearer to the Blessed Beauty in spirit,
we were irresistibly drawn ever closer to
one another as the days sped by. Work-
shops were held and lively discussion
took place, in which everyone eagerly
participated.

Children’s classes were held every
morning, thanks to the devotion and
sacrifice of two young Bahd’i teachers
who undertook this vital work so freely
and lovingly. It was a bounty to have
three Auxiliary Board members with us
during the School and to profit from
their mature experience. We were also
happy to have the members of the
National Spiritual Assembly in session
at Coleg Harlech during the middle
week-end. It was an additional excite-
ment when they launched the Goal of
200 new believers by Ridvan and our
joy overflowed when the very first of
these souls made her declaration at the
School.

There was an excellent attendance at
all lectures and formal sessions, but we
did not forget *’Abdu’l-Baha’s injunction
to “Be happy be happy *°. There was
much laughter and fun in all our light-
hearted social activities which included
a hilarious ‘Woddnickle’ party, musical
entertainment, slide-shows, the Play by
Rihiyyih Khanum, a Fancy-dress Party

and Dancing.

So many friends gave loving service
towards making the School a success.
The younger Bahd’is gave generously
of both time and effort to provide
towards our entertainment. This in-
cluded a bigger and better Barbecue on
Harlech’s beautiful beach. The usual
sand-covered sausages were replaced this
year by the roasting of a whole sheep,
which was also sand-covered . . . but it
was great fun.

The new College was beyond all ex-
pectations with regard to modern facili-
ties. Every bedroom had its own wash-
basin and on every floor there were two
two bathrooms with showers, a kitchen.
laundry rooms and ironing rooms,
both the Dining room and the Common
room were large and spacious, and the
food was good. We had an excellent
Chairman who steered us through all
our activities with the utmost patience
and love.

The moment of parting came all too
soon, for it had been a feast of loving,
of sharing and of learning to know one
another at a deeper level. But there is
always NEXT year . . . . and meanwhile
there is a whole world waiting to receive
the Message which has been entrusted
to us, and there are waiting souls for all
of us to go and find. Our purpose is
clear before us . . . . we must ‘Pray,
Travel and Search’ until we gather
again in beautiful Wales for a further
taste of His Kingdom. Allah’u’Abha.

right behaviour. Our efforts will be to
encourage such attributes as justice,
kindness, obedience, love for others and
many other such characteristics. Thus
the child will grow up free from any
devastating sense of guilt but rather he
will have a sense of satisfaction when he
lives up to these ideals (according to his
age and understanding of these ideals)
and he will have correspondingly a sense
of disappointment rather than guilt if
and when he fails.

Those children who already have
shadowy secrets which they think they
are hiding completely and which for the
sake of their own spiritual development,
should not be kept hidden, need to be
taught that: “whatsoever ye have con-
cealed within your hearts is to Us open
and manifest as the day.” (Hidden
Words.) This thought should never be
used to frighten the child as has been
done so often in past generations. The
child needs to think of Bahd’w’llah as
one who is ever present like a kind and
tender father, who gives to the child
comfort and security. He should never
conceive Him as a sort of Ghostly
Guard spying upon the child at all times.
Such were the thoughts of the small boy
who after pilfering an apple, hid under
the porch to eat it, where, as he said,
“God can’t find me”.

Briefly then, with our young children
the matter of hiding guilty thoughts or
deeds is a question of training through
sympathy and understanding by the
adults so as to eliminate any real or
imagined necessity for such secrecy.
With older children it becomes necessary
to give them instructions directly from the
teachings of Baha’u’lldh and ‘Abdu’l-
Bah4, thus helping them to realize the
uselessness of trying to hide that which
is impossible to hide from Them. Re-
build the child’s confidence and broaden
his conception of goodness. Encourage
him to learn by heart the following prayer
and meditate thereon: “Hold Thou my
right arm, O God and dwell continually
with me. Guide me to the fountain of
Thy knowledge, and encircle me with
Thy glory. Set Thine angels on my right
hand, and open mine eyes to Thy splen-
dour. Let mineears harken to Thy melod-
ious tone, and comfort me with Thy
Presence. For Thou art the strength of
my heart and the trust of my soul and I
desire none other beside Thee™.

Submitted by
The Child Education Committee.

Late Night Calis

Friends wishing to telephone Betty
Goode, Secretary of the English Goals
Committee, or Kenneth Goode, Over-
seas Goals Committee, both Stafford
62157, are requested to ring not later
than 10.15 p.m., unless it is concerning a
matter of extreme urgency, needing im-
mediate attention that same night.
Cheap rate calls are welcome between
6.0 p.m.—10.15 p.m. and 7 a.m.—8 a.m.
and it is felt, should fulfill all needs.
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Gommunity Development Gommittee

RE-ORGANISATION

At the beginning of last year the Com-
mittee was reformed with new terms of
reference and new membership. Essen-
tially the task of the new Committee
was to prepare training and deepening
programmes which could be taken to all
parts of the British Community by
members of the Committee and by
“field workers” which the Committee
would appoint.

The Committee has met on four
weekends during the year and at each
meeting half the time has been spent in
preparing “Training Programmes”. The
purpose of the programmes is to deepen
the friends in their understanding of the
Faith, aspects of the Administrative
Order, and Baha’i life. This is done
through group and individual study—
the emphasis being placed on helping
people to help themselves. Therefore
all programmes involve the friends in a
high degree of participation and provide
an excellent means for learning to
communicate.

So far the following Training Pro-
grammes have been prepared: “Uni-
versal House of Justice” (we attach
particular importance to this project as
loyalty to that Supreme Body as the
centre “‘to which we must all turn™ is
considered by us as one so fundamental
as to bear restressing); ‘“Laws and
Ordinances™; “Goals of the Nine Year

Plan; “To Every Stratum of Human
Society’”; ““Baha’i Marriage and the
Baha’i Home™; “Life After Death”;
“A New Race of Men’’; and a project
on “Radio Interviews”. At present we
are considering a programme especially
prepared for youth and a programme on
aspects of the functions and responsi-
bilities of a Local Spiritual Assembly.
Also a project onthe life of ’Abdu’l-Baha
anl(} one on development of the “Inner
Self”.

The length of the programmes vary
considerably and in general all pro-
grammes can be adapted to the time
actually available. For example, the
programme on the “Universal House of
Justice”” was originally a twenty-hour
one but many Communities have found
it difficult to have such a long pro-
gramme so a modified eleven-and-a-
half hours version has been devised
which can be used as an alternative.
The other projects are all “one-day”
projects which can be split up i.e. they
consist of 2 or 3 separate sessions of
1% or 2 hours, which follow on in the
project, but which could be used on
2 or 3 consecutive evenings in the week
or on the basis of one evening ‘‘session’
a week according to the availability of
the Friends and time in each Community
though the best results would probably
come from doing the whole project on
the same day if possible (e.g. on a
Sunday).

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE No. 1 ACCOUNT
21.3.69 to 20.6.69 (inclusive)

INCOME £ sauds
Donations:—
L.S.A’s and Groups . 696 18 6
Individuals ............. 3,722 10 7
4,419 9 1
Less Payments against
Covenants ...... EE 1,570 1 8
2,849 7 5
Interest and Dividends .... 119 0 10
Rent Endowment—Land . 710 0
SUSPENSE  ..vvncvnesnassnsssss 16 7 4
Excess expenditure over
THCOTNE P R 661 2 11
£3,653 8 6
DONATIONS—

Budget .... £2,750

To date ... £2,849

EXPENDITURE £ s d
N.S.A.
MITAVE] SNt oA 298 3 8
Office.. 2t bR 984 6 6
Telephone & Cables 8319 4
Post & Stationery . 205 9 7
Convention .......... 250
Jolrmalt e sy 248 9 10
Extraordinary ...... 24 6 0
(01(6 01 i 130 3 10
1 G A o e T 728 0 3
Other Goals
Committees ....... 456 10 0
Pioneer Committee 330 0 O
Other Committees
Youth Committee 161 14 6
£3,653 8 6

BANK BALANCE £46.

FINANCE

The first quarter’s statement of accounts shows that although donations are slightly
ahead of the budgeted estimate, expenditure has exceeded income by over £660. This
is quite normal because of peak activity between Naw Ruz and Ridvan, but our com-
mitments are very heavy so please keep your donations flowing.

As a programme is taken to a Com-
munity by a ‘“field-worker”, who acts
as group leader to the nine friends
participating, it is hoped that from
among the participants some will arise
who would like to act as ““field-workers™
and take the programme to a new area.
Thus the number of ‘“field-workers™
and the areas where programmes are
taken is ever-increasing. The process
has been rather slower than we hoped
as only a few who have participated
have expressed the desire to become
“field-workers” but gradually the idea
is catching on and the work is being
extended.

We are very happy to report that at
our last meeting, we noted that 1 in
5 of the members of the British Com-
munity have already participated in a
Training Programme.

England, Wales and Ireland have
already had many programmes and
Scotland recently had appointed
Carole and Peter Fothergill in Dundee
as permanent “field-workers”.

We have been very pleased with the
response the programmes have received
and are pleased when Communitiss
write in making suggestions for new
programmes or asking for a programme
for their area. In general the programmes
have been received very enthusiastically
by the friends and found to be helpful
and worthwhile. The Committee mem-
bers and ““field-workers’ all report that
it is very exciting to take the programmes
and always find it an enjoyable ex-
perience.

The Committee only meets once in
three months as we want it to be an
action committee. Please note therefore
that we are a service committee, and use
our services. Have fun.

The Secretary of the Committee is
Mrs. Elsie Bowers, 65 Sandown Lane,
Picton Road, Liverpool, 15.

CARE OF CHILDREN AT
NATIONAL GATHERINGS

The Child Education Committee is
preparing material to entertain and teach
children attending Summer Schools,
Teaching Conference, Convention, etc.,
but for this they need the help of parents
and other friends willing to look after
the children on a rota system. In order
that the necessary arrangements can be
made in good time, will those friends
willing to help, please contact the sec-
retary of the C.E.C. indicating their
willingness to co-operate? Your help
will be appreciated.

Secretary: Mrs. Lina Smithson,
92 Beechwood Road,
Sanderstead,
South Croydon, Surrey,
CR2 OAB.

DEADLINE :—

Material for the next issue of the
Journal to bein by 13th Oct., 1969, to—
Mr. J. Coates, Editor, 45 Overfield Rd.,
Fawdon, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 3AJ

Co-operative Printing Society Ltd., Rutherford Street, Newcastle upon Tyne
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