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News from the Communities

DURHAM
A Report on the Teaching Week

We called the week simply ‘“Baha’i
August 16th—23rd”, trying to be as
brief as possible and fix the dates in
people’s minds. -~ But, sadly, one speaker
still turned up on the 12th.

Our programme was photolitho-
graphed from our own master made with
Letraset and an IBM typewriter, and
1,000 copies were printed.

We had a shop in a central position
which we used to display the Newcastle
exhibition and a selection of books and
pamphlets. It was manned from 10.30
to 6.00 in two-hour stretches, usually
by an adult and a child.

The visiting helpers stayed in one of
the Baha’i homes. There were fifteen
of us here most of the time. We had
study sessions in the mornings and vast
communal meals round a large table.

The meetings were quite varied. The
youth evening in the spacious kitchen
at 48 Western Hill was packed to the
doors and quite lively. Shomais Afnan’s
talk in the Institute of Education was
relaxed. Betty Reed’s public meeting
in the town hall was particularly
successful. At the reception on the
first evening the mayor showed the
guests round the town hall; there was a
sort of Toytown atmosphere that is
apparently the nearest the Durham
Baha’is can get to formality.

We had a policy of asking helpers to
come for just a few days if they couldn’t
manage the whole week. This was fine
as far as it went, but we wish now that
we had asked for people who would
stay for the latter part of the week if
they possibly could, even if they
couldn’t come at the beginning. As it
was, some of the community spirit
tailed off towards the end and we never
really had a chance to review what we
had done.

We certainly gained some experience
of running a teaching week which we
are passing on to the Goals Committee.
We did a lot of research for the recep-
tion guest list. We have got quite a file
on the arrangements for visiting helpers
to come and stay. There were rooms
to book, speakers to arrange, food to
prepare, programmes and invitations
to «listribute.

We had two good radio interviews and
some reasonable coverage in the local
press, though we hoped for more.

We had financial help from the Goals
Committee and the Newcastle Assembly.
This helped to pay the cost of the week
(about £50).

Our experience shows that it is pos-
sible for a group of people, including
families with young children, to come
together to share a communal life and
do a job of work at the same time. Your
work force then consists of all the adults
not occupied in looking after babies plus

all the children old enough to help. Any
family who can contribute at least one
person in either category is therefore an
asset, provided there is room and that
the proportion of children is not higher
than about one for each available adult.
It also shows that it is possible, with
planning, to feed fifteen or sixteen people
out of one ordinary kitchen. Note
however that the house itself must not
be too crowded—it would be no good,
say, trying to have a study session at
9 o’clock in the room where people had
been eating breakfast. We had two
boys in a tent on the lawn and a family
in a caravan at the back. This idea
of caravans has possibilities for com-
munities without a large house—possibly
you could hire or borrow some to park
outside and then quite a small house
would do. If you don.t have a large
dining room try segregating children and
adults—we did this for some meals and
it worked well.

Here are some other things we did
which haven’t been mentioned; a panel
discussion for church members with a
non-Baha’i chairman; books in local
bookshops; firesides; a ‘“‘Feast of
Names” party; coffee mornings for
mothers and children; a one-day school.

NEWPORT

On September 13th, the Newport
Group launched a week of concentrated
activities for the purpose of teaching
the faith to the public in that Goal Town._

For weeks before, the group had been
preparing for the event, by having
hoardings around the town, posters in
the shop windows, and small adverts in
the local paper. Individual invitations
had been sent out to many people
including some civic dignitaries, for the
first meeting on Saturday night. In the
afternoon the youth distributed hund-
reds of programmes and pamphlets to
the public on the streets.

The first meeting was held at the
Queen’s Hotel where Mrs. Betty Reed
gave an excellent introductory talk
which was followed by a devotional
programme interspersed with music.
About ten non-Baha’is attended this
meeting but the room was filled with
the Bah&’i friends who had come from
Bath, Chippenham, Weston-Super-
Mare, Salisbury, Cardiff, Pontypridd
and Swansea.

The programme for the rest of the
week included a talk by Mrs. Gloria
Faizi, a slide show and a youth panel
consisting of a Christian, a Jew, a
Moslem, a Bah4’i and a Humanist.

The week ended with a social evening
at which the South Wales youth
performed an entertaining programme
of Bahd’i and Persian songs. An
amusing group called “The Dublin”,
played some Irish tunes, and some
enchanting music was provided by an
Indian friend, with his fascinating
instrument. The evening was compered

by Earl Cameron whom the friends had
the pleasure of inviting from London.

Throughout the week the National
Exhibition was on display at the “Little
Theatre” in the centre of the Town.
Thanks to the strenuous efforts of
Stephen Jenkerson and some other
Oxford youths who brought the Exhibi-
tion from Burnley and returned it.
Also thanks to the wonderful work of
the friends from Bangor, Salisbury,
Sutton Coldfield, Hereford, Cardiff and
Pontypridd who helped to man the
Exhibition.

SWINTON

Firesides are held on the second Mon-
day in each month, at the home of Mr.
& Mrs. Hirst, 207 Manchester Road,
Swinton, at 8 p.m.

Dr. Taeed spoke on Monday, 13th
October, giving us a warm and intimate
picture of Shoghi Effendi which we alj
enjoyed very much. 18 people attended

Mr. Gordon Grant of Manchester
and Mrs. Lou Turner from Southport
are our speakers for November and
December respectively.

On 29th October a joint meeting with
the United Nations Association has been
arranged in the Swinton Town Hall.
Philip Hainsworth of Leeds will be in the
chair.

Mr Ernest Gregory was a welcome
guest at a special meeting arranged for
him in October.

Mr. & Mrs. Worsley arranged a de-
votional programme, with music for the
Birthday of the Bab at the home of Mr.
& Mrs. Hirst, 207 Manchester Road.

All commemoration meetings and
19 day feasts have a 100%; attendance
in Swinton and are looked forward to
with great enthusiasm as being occasions
of great joy and radiance.

We are sorry that Dr. Bob Hallam has
had to leave Swinton, but we wish him
great success in his new post at Bradford
University.

We are pleased that Angela Anderson
has been able to join us recently as she
is now residing in the nearby town of
Bolton.

WATFORD

The “New Age’ exhibition was staged
in Watford over the period 3rd to 10th
October. The exhibition was officially
opened by Mr. Earl Cameron and some
press publicity was obtained as a result.
On Saturday, 4th October a public
meeting was held in which the platform
was shared between Mr. David Lewis,
Auxiliary Board Member and Rev. C.
Evans a well known local Newspaper
Columnist and president of Watford
branch of Council of Churches. The
previous evening, Rev. Evans, through
the medium of his newspaper column,
had given the exhibition, the public
meeting and the Faith, wide publicity
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Watford—continued

and his speech was very sympathetic
indeed.

On Sunday, 5th October Mrs. Gloria
Faizi lectured to Watford friends at a
One Day Seminar on the History of the
Faith. It was a wonderful experience to
hear Gloria talk and we hope to have
her again to complete her talk on the
ministries of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd and Shoghi
Effendi.

In all, the exhibition, although not in
a prominent place, attracted over 200
people most of whom took away
leaflets and free books. Some showed a
great deal of interest.

The main criticism of the exhibition
was that the panels seemed at a cursory
glance to lack continuity.

We wish the communities who are
planning to stage this exhibition greater
success.

THE DAWNBREAKERS

Below we print a report of the highly
successful * Dawnbreakers™ tour.

Taking part from the British Isles were
Naysan Faizi, Mark Hofman, May
Hofman, Barney Leith and John Jameson.

Twenty-nine youth from Germany,
France, Switzerland, Austria, Holland,

WIGAN

A public meeting, held on 11th Oct-
ober, was addressed by Dr. Derwent
Maude from Aberystwyth and the Rev.
R. Whitfield.

More than 60 people attended this
most successful meeting.

We have been requested by Wigan
Grammar School to give 3 talks about
the Faith.

THE FRENCH SUMMER SCHOOL
AND CHILD EDUCATION

At one of the sessions of the wonder-
ful 1969 French Summer School in
Annecy, the question of child education
was discussed. Mr. Giachery, Hand of
the Cause, was present and he explained
how we should be careful to differentiate
between the mere acquisition of inform-
ation and true education. He also had
this to say about the way in which some
Persian Baha’i children learned of the
Faith :

““As early as the first months, children
are kept on adult laps during prayers in
the morning and they hear the chanting
every day. By the time they can speak,
they themselves are able to chant the

prayers. This happened to Shoghi
Effendi because he was always with the
Master. The lack of schools was a
blessing in disguise. The present tutoring
system of education throughout the
world is at best mediocre. Baha’u’lldh
has said that the important education
is the education of the soul”.

Teaching in schools to-day aims at
feeding information into the minds of
children. We must remember therefore
that the education of our children’s
souls thus rests squarely on the shoulders
of the Bahd’is.

From: English friends at French Sum-
mer School.

Great Britain, United States and Canada
took part in the first “Dawnbreakers
Europe” project this summer. This was
a new sort of teaching tour, during
which the ‘““Dawnbreakers” show, “A
Plea for One World”, was presented in
fifteen different towns of Holland,
Germany and Belgium.

We wanted to present the Faith in a
way which would be immediately
attractive, clear and easy to understand
while at the same time the main issues
of conflict in the world would stand out
as problems to which we had the answer.
It was to be a singing tour, the first time
this had been tried in Europe, and of
course there was a language problem.
The use of a narrator was the obvious
answer to this one; the action was done
in mime, and the whole narrator’s script
could be translated without involving
too many people. And we kept most of
the songs in their original language
(English) except the first, ““A Plea for
One World” from which the show took
its name and theme, and the last “Toko
Zani’, where the original was in a
language which nobody among us spoke
anyway. The translations for the songs
were in Dutch and German, so that by
the end of the tour everyone seemed
dazzlingly polyglot.

The theme was one of search, centred
on a kind of “Everyman’ character
whom we called Mitty. Mitty looks at
the world, experiences war, the humili-
ating aftermath of war conditions,
famine, greed, hatred, prejudice, and
finally despair and futility in a material-
istic society where he is successful. But
he has always been searching for some
thing un-named, which is clarified as his
desperation increases. The end of his
search becomes apparent when he at
last turns his attention to the “Nightin-
gale of Paradise” which has been
following him all along.

There were 29 of us taking part, and
I think we would all agree that it was a
wonderful and a difficult experience.
During that month (July/August) to-
gether we came to know one another
well, and experienced all kinds of things
which would make a book full of
anecdotes. Because we were a large
group, there were often difficulties about
accommodation, travelling, etc.—and
we found a tight time schedule difficult
to keep to, simply because a large group
becomes unwieldy and you keep losing
bits of it. But the good experiences
more than offset the bad ones, and even
the difficult times had a good effect, for
by the end of the tour we were capable
of dealing with problems, without
batting an eyelid, which would have
made us tremble if we’d had them
earlier in the tour.

One of the best things was the warm
and loving reception we were given by
the Baha’is wherever we went. In some
places the friends had really worked
hard to make the show successful, and

Continued on page eight
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italways paid off. There was a marvellous
feeling of enthusiasm and unity in these
places where we could work with the
local Baha’is for an end result. In Essen,
for example, the Baha’is had permission
from the police for us to sing in the
Kennedyplatz the day before our show.
This was a large square, traffic free, in
the middle of the town. The press came,
and so we had good publicity in the local
newspaper on the morning of the show.
Also, the Bahd’is had painted their
Ford Transit van orange, with “Bahd’i
Singing Group — Dawnbreakers of
Europe” on the side, with details of the
show, and this they parked in the middle
of the square. While we were singing,
hundreds of leaflets were given out, and
only two of these were left behind after-
wards. Result—the biggest audience we
had, about 360, only 30 of whom were
Bahd’is. A hundred stayed afterwards
to listen to an impromptu talk which
started out of discussion, and people
were there several hours after the show
ended. This sort of thing was a great
morale booster. Audiences were usually
about 100—200, and the proportion of
Baha’is was usually not more than 50 9,
and more often 30—40Y%;, except at the
Summer Schools in Arnhem, Trier and
Oteppe.

We are very grateful for the support
of the National Spiritual Assemblies of
Germany, Belgium and the Netherlands,
and of the Continental Pioneer Com-
mittee for Europe, as well as that of so
many individuals who gave us their
constant and loving support.

Now that we know that this method
of proclamation can be used to good
effect in Europe, plans are on the wav
for next year.

(Anyone interested should contact
the Continental Pioneer Committee for
Europe).

NATIONAL EXHIBITION

Will the friends please note that the
Secretary of the National Exhibition is
now Miss Anne Eilso of 4 Marian Drive,
Great Boughton, Chester and that all
enquiries and correspondence should be
addressed to her.

National Youth Study
Course 1969-70

Since our last report the plan for this
course has been finalised, and as you
know the first few of these week-ends
have been held successfully. But just to
refresh your memory here are the six
centres chosen: Dublin, Peterborough,
London, Manchester, Newport and
Dundee.

All the L.S.A.’s and Groups have been
sent a copy of the time table, so please
contact your Assembly for further in-
formation. Isolated believers and anyone
requiring a copy of their own, contact,
Elizabeth Morley, 171 Alexandra Road,
Peterborough.

ROYAL EISTEDDFOD AT FLINT

AuGuSsT 4TH—9TH

The Flint Eisteddfod which this year
attracted a record attendance of about
200,000 was a wonderful opportunity
for the Bah&’is who held a stall, to
proclaim the Faith to the public.

During the week hundreds of people
visited the Baha’i Stand which had been
adorned with the available Welsh
Posters, the National Exhibition panels
and Bahd’i books and pamphlets. The
majority of people who visited our tent
were given free pamphlets with a list of
further Public Meetings in Wales and
Chester. Some bought Baha’i literature
and others were given free Baha’i book-
lets. A large number of people who came
along had already heard about the
Faith. Some had previously seen a
Baha’i Temple or the Shrines in the
Holy Land. One lady from Aberystwyth
had lived in Haifa in the 1950’s and had
met Shoghi Effendi, whom she described
as ‘“‘a stately character™.

One of the high-lights of the week was
the visit of His Highness The Prince of
Wales, whose arrival brought bigger
crowds to the Eisteddfod field.

Although this year we did not have a

television interview, the Baha’i Stand
was mentioned on the television, heading
a list of stands worth visiting.

It was delightful to see the Bahd’is
from Chester, Ellesmere Port and
Stafford, visiting the stand during the
week. On Wednesday night the gathered
friends held a Unity Feast in the tent
and shared some prayers in which two
non-Bahd’i friends also took part.

As the name of the Faith is becoming
established at the Eisteddfod, we are
gaining a number of friends from
amongst the different Stands. This year
we had the pleasure of associating with
the Unitarian and especially the student
Christian Movement people who became
very impressed by the Bahd’i youth
manning the Stand. The music provided
by the youth proved an added attraction.

DEADLINE :—

Material for the next issue of the
Journal to be in by Ist Dec., 1969, to—
Mr. J. Coates, Editor, 45 Overfield Rd..
Fawdon, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 3AJ

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE No. 1 ACCOUNT.
21.6.1969 to 20.9.69 (inclusive)

INCOME £ s. ..
Donations:—
L.S.A.’s and Groups ....... 765 9 3
Individuals ................... 1,350 2. 2
25105 105
LessPaymentsagainst Covenants 224 8 10
1,891 2 7
Interest and Dividends............. 82 511
Aileen Beale Bequest ............. 300 0 O
Excess expenditure over income 1,006 13 8
£3,280 2 2
DONATIONS :(—
Budget ............. £5,500
Toxdater <L 0% £4,740
GAP D L0 o £760

Youth Committee
Sundry

EXPENDITURE £ 8 d:

N.S.A.
SIEAVE1S S i et it 142 19 6
O iCC e LR e 1,359 7 6
Telephone and Cables ... 107 18 1
Post and Stationery 126 0 7
Jourmalls #ese oo e 224 0 10
Extraordinary ............ 121 5 7
AUAITOTSS M e s 143 10 0
OIGIC Sy g 332 0 9
| 25610 s S fe BRI 150 0 0
RPN s S 10 4 0
Other Goals Committees 297 15 7
Pioneer Committee ...... 130 0 (9)
0

Bank Balance......

APPEAL FROM NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY

Dear friends, you will see from this financial statement, which takes us up to the half-
way point, that over the past three months outgoings have been £1,000 more than
income, while donations have fallen behind target by nearly £800. To keep out of
“the red”” the N.S.A. has had to sell some of our share holdings, acquired by way of

bequests, and reserves are very thin.
far behind the pledged target.

Donations for the International Fund are also
The need is urgent and the N.S.A. is confident that the
friends will respond to it quickly and generously.

Please send your donations to the

National Treasurer, Charles Macdonald, 25 Martello Park, Craigavad, Co. Down (with
stamped/addressed envelope for receipt please).

Co-operative Printing Society Ltd., Rutherford Street, Newcastle upon Tyne



	UK Journal No 196001
	UK Journal No 196002
	UK Journal No 196003
	UK Journal No 196004
	UK Journal No 196005
	UK Journal No 196006
	UK Journal No 196007
	UK Journal No 196008

