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NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITIES

EDINBURGH UNIVERSITY.

The University Bahd’i Group holds
weekly informal discussions on Wed-
nesdays at 4 p.m. at the International
Centre. Buccleuch Place. More than
2,000 leaflets have been given out and a
reasonable response has been gained in
the way of attendance at meetings, book
sales and book lending.

It can be said that most Edinburgh
students now know at least that the
faith exists and an encouraging number
have been making enquiries.

HEREFORD

A shop window, which was given for
a display of Bahad’i books in Hereford
for an indefinite period attracted a
number of enquirers who were sent
pamphlets and informed of firesides.
None, however, contacted the Bahd’is
until David came along. He wrote for
literature, came to firesides and
declared in less than a month

A few days after David saw the book
display the shop was required by the
owners and the keys had to be returned.
But David, who had first seen the word
“Baha’i” in the display, did not rest
until he had found another shop-
window. We hope some of the other
“waiting souls” will soon be passing by
our new display.

A one-day school will be held in
Hereford on Saturday 7th February
1970. The programme of the day is an
introduction to the Faith. Please bring
all your friends.

LEICESTER

From October 28th to November 2nd
the Baha’i community of Leicester held
a ‘mini-week’. This epithet was not
coined so that the Bahd’is should be in
vogue—the week was so called because
expenses were being kept to a minimum.
Miraculously, from the chaos of plan-
ning, the events of the week went with
clockwork precision, though not always
with good results. The theme of the
week was ‘unity’ and the programme
consisted of an international coffee
evening, a slide show ‘Blueprint for
World Unity’, a panel discussion
‘Towards tomorrow’, a coffee evening
with a discussion on women’s emerging
role, a public meeting, and a unity feast
at which readings from the world’s
scriptures were read. Five hundred
invitations were sent to organisations
and individuals and the meetings were
advertised in the local paper.

The most successful meetings were
(a) the slide show which Bill Prince gave
with a commentary as an introduction
to the Faith, (b) the panel with Pat
Green as the Baha’i speaker and which
stimulated a lively discussion, and (c)
the public meeting where Ted Cardell
gave an inspiring talk on the Faith as a
means to world unity. Few contacts
attended the coffee evenings and none
attended the unity feast. It is interesting
to note that by far the great majority
of non-Bah&’is who attended meetings

did so through personal contact. Al-
together, despite those meetings which
were poorly attended, there was gener-
ated a flow of new spirit at the meetings
and within the community by the com-
bined effort. It was wonderful to see
those friends from outside the Leicester
community who supported the week.

STAFFORD.

One Day School—Sunday, February
22nd, 1970—

Theme: Building a New World.

The ““school” will be held at 8 Knowle
Road, Weeping Cross, Stafford. Knowle
Road, Weeping Cross is off the main
road from Stafford to Lichfield, second
turning to the right proceeding towards
Lichfield after the junction where the
roads divide for Lichfield and Cannock
(A.34).

Please bring a packed lunch. Hot
soup will be provided, also tea and
coffee. This is a programme which has
been specially designed for both Baha’is
and contacts whether close to the Faith
or not.

_ Bring your contacts with you, and
join in the wave movement.

Further details if required from:
Mrs. Betty Goode, 8 Knowle Road,
Weeping Cross, Stafford.

WINCHESTER

The New Age Exhibition was in
Winchester from 3rd to 15th November
in the foyer of the City Library. We
distributed 2,000 leaflets to advertise it,
had it announced on the B.B.C. Radio 4
programme “What’s on in the South &
South West”, and advertised in the local
press, who also published a very good
report of the Exhibition. Moreover no
visitor to the library (and there are many
thousands each week) could fail to
notice the exhibition, and we estimate
that about 1,500 people looked at at
least some part of it.

About 200 people studied the exhib-
ition with real interest; we gave out
two or three hundred pamphlets and
nearly fifty books and had good dis-
cussions with about fifty people. Public
meetings held concurrently with the
exhibition had little response, but since
then we have had a fireside with four
new contacts—all resulting from the
exhibition—and a number of enquiries.

In all, we are delighted with the
interest that the exhibition has aroused,
and look forward to doing some active
teaching in the weeks ahead.

We are extremely grateful for all the
offers of assistance we received, and
extend warmest thanks to those who
came to help us man the exhibition,
often making a long journey to do so.

SUMMER SCHOOLS 1970

will be held as follows:—

Ireland. The Hall School, Monkstown.
4th-18th July.

England. Dalston Hall, 8th-15th August.
Wales. Coleg Harlech, 15th-29th August.

‘Help dig the Paper Patch’

About 50 people have now offered to
survey particular papers, and between
them they have covered over 80 news-
papers and periodicals. This is a
wonderful response. If there are any
communities who have not yet for-
warded names of those who would like
to help in this survey, we would still be
very happy to hear from them.

A number of friends offered their
services in writing articles, and have
been asked initially to write a general
article on the Faith, partly to give us
some idea of their style of writing for
future reference and partly to build up
a stock of good articles that can be sent
out to L.S.A.’s for local adaptation.

There may be other friends in the
Community who would like to try
writing articles, either of a general
nature or on a particular topic, but who
are not sure of their ability to do so.
If you feel like this, please try writing
something and send it to this committee
(Miss Margaret Lord, 96 Plas Dinas,
Blacon, Chester), and we can give you
our opinion as to its suitability. If
anyone has a particular interest in a
specialised aspect of the Faith (e.g.
Economics, universal government, or
crime and punishment, education) and
would like to do a really extensive article
on it, we would be very interested as
there are a number of periodicals which
would probably be more interested in
such a study than in a general survey.

Don’t be disappointed if you fail to
see the Faith splashed across the Sunday
colour supplements just yet—we’ll get
there in the end. But a lot of spade-
work has to be done before we can
expect that sort of publicity. We are
digging at our end, trying to amass
suitable material and experience for use
when the time comes. Please dig at
your end, by sending us your efforts but,
even more important, by seizing every
chance for local publicity that you can.
We have just been looking at the three
large scrap-books the Ealing friends have
compiled of local publicity achieved.
We asked them how they did it, and
here is a summary of their main points.

Invite press to celebrations.

Send reports of celebrations and
public meetings not attended by press.

Scan papers for articles that can be
answered in a letter column.

Start a letter column, if there isn’t one,
by sending in letters persistently.

Use interest in local personalities by
sending details of pioneers and
visitors.

In short, be adventurous—use every
opportunity that occurs or that you can
make. Getting your local paper to
publish Baha’i reports will bring us one
step nearer to getting them into the
nationals. Good Iluck, and good
writing

From Correspondence and Feature
Advisory Service.
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YOUTH NEWS

100 NEW YOUTH BELIEVERS
BY RIDVAN

Since the launching of the 200 New
Believers Project’” by the National
Spiritual Assembly, the National Youth
Committee asks every Baha’i Youth to
Pray, Travel and Search for 100 New
Youth Believers in this campaign.

‘Abdu’l-Baha has said:—

“Be ye not seated and silent. Diffuse
the glad-tidings of the Kingdom far and
wide to the ears, promulgate the Word
of God, and put into practice the advices
and covenants of God; that is, arise ye
with such qualities and attributes that
ye may continually bestow life to the
body of the world, and nurse the infants
of the universe up to the station of
maturity and perfection . . ... The time
is short and the Divine Courser moves
swiftly on; let us keep up and compete
with each other and let us light a
brilliant candle *

(Bah&’i World Faith, Pages 353-4).
NATIONAL YOUTH STUDY
COURSES 1969-70

Dear Friends, the National Youth
Committee is pleased to share with you

reports of the National Youth Study
Courses, which have been held at centres
all over the British Isles.

PETERBOROUGH

Dr. Abbas Afnan led the first study
weekend on the subject of “God,
Manifestations of God, and Man™.
The youth present participated in the
detailed discussion and later joined the
Peterborough Community for the cele-
bration of the 19 day feast.

The “Book of Certitude” was the
subject for study for the second week-
end and youth attended from Cam-
bridge, Attleborough and Peterborough.
In all some 27 young people, including
many members of the U.N.A.enjoyed an
evening of informal chatting and singing.

LONDON

Youth attended from London, Reading,
Oxford and Durham to study the Book
of Certitude. Joe Jameson led the very
interesting discussions and the youth
were further stimulated by hearing a tape
of Hand of the Cause Mr. Faizi speaking
on the Book. All the youth were
invited to a party on Saturday evening,

TEACHING CONFERENCE 1970

at The Midland Hotel, New Street, Birmingham 2.

THEME: “This fateful hour in human history

it is too late.”
SATURDAY, JANUARY 3RD.
2.00 p.m. — 2.15 p.m

..... Opportunities we must seize before

Opening Devotional Programme (Birmingham

Assembly).

215 p.m. — 2.30 p.m.

Opening of Conference by Chairman of the National

Spiritual Assembly.

2.30 p.m. — 4.00 p.m.

The Nine Year Plan—

Achievements Y Special Visual
Remaining Goals ] Presentation
4.00 p.m. — 4.30p.m. BREAK

4.30 p.m. — 4.50 p.m.
4.50 p.m. — 5.00 p.m.

Funds, with opportunity for Questions.
Bah4’i Books, the greatest aid to deepening and

teaching.

500pm — 600pm

Proclamation Project: Plans for Presentation of the

Proclamation Book and the Proclamation

Booklet
DINNER BREAK
The new message to the Bahd’is of the World from

600pm — 7.30 p.m.
7.30 p.m. — 10.00 p.m.

The Universal House of Justice....The Call
for Intensified Personal Teaching . . . .Universal
Participation.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4th
10.00 a.m. — 10.15 a.m.
10.15 a.m. — 11.15 a.m.

Devotional Programme (Stornoway Baha’i Group).
The Evolving Role of the Local Spiritual Assemblies;

their progressive assumption of responsibilities

11 30 am. — 1.00 p.m.

Achieving the Remaining Goals of the Nine Year

Plan: Pioneers, Travel Teaching, etc.

1.00 p.m. — 2.30 p.m.
2.30 pm. — 3.15 p.m.
3.15 p.m. — 4.15 p.m.

LUNCH BREAK
Hands of the Cause/Board of Counsellors
Continuation—Achieving the Remaining Goals of

the Nine Year Plan.

415 p.m. — 4.30 p.m.

Closing of Convention by the Chairman of the

National Spiritual Assembly.

given by Colleen King as she was going
to Kirkwall.

The Faith gained some publicity from
this weekend as the local newspaper of
the Borough of Brent printed news of
the study course.

MANCHESTER

Mr. and Mrs. Hellaby from Kendal
had done a lot of research and study on
the Book of Certitude and led a very
instructive and inspiring study on the
Book. Youth attended from Man-
chester, Cheadle, Gatley, Wigan and
Kendal.

Towards the end of the weekend a
non-Bahd’i friend of the Hellaby’s
joined in the study of such terms as
‘resurrection’, ‘return’, etc. as appears in
the Holy Scriptures and as a result she
is going to discuss it with her minister
in Kendal.

DUBLIN

Adib Taherzadeh led the first study
weekend on the subject of the Book of
Certitude. Thirteen Bahd’is attended
a most instructive weekend.

NEWPORT

The subject for study was “God,
Manifestations of God and Man,”” taken
by Cyrus Rowshan. Those who attend-
ed came from Birmingham, Salisbury,
Bangor, Cardiff and Newport. The
Baha’is who took part were very tired
after labouring during the week of
concentrated activities in Newport.
However all enjoyed themselves and
learned a lot.

The second study weekend was spent
in studying the Book of Certitude and
youth came from Pontypridd, Exeter,
Cardiff, Hereford, Llanelli and Newport.
All enjoyed themselves and the crowning
glory of the weekend was the declaration
of Anne Perry, a Canadian Nurse
working in Cardiff.

POOL OF IDEAS
The N.Y.C. is still building up a ‘Pool

of Ideas’ for teaching work in schools,
colleges, universities, etc. Some con-
tributions have been sent in by the
friends, but more ideas are still needed.
All ideas are valuable, so if you have
any ideas for visual aids or posters etc.,
please send them to:—

Vivian Bartlett,

245 Heol Trelai,

Ely,

Cardiff.

YOUTH NEWS BULLETIN

Have all the Bahad’i Youth heard of
the Youth WNews bulletin, which is
printed after every N.Y.C. meeting?
This is a direct news media between the
Youth and the National Youth Com-
mittee. If there is any news you want
to share or activities you want to
advertise please mark “Youth News’ at
top of paper and contact:—

Lois Chinn,
7 Dicey Avenue,

London, N.W.2.
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An Urgent Need...

In a letter dated 5th November 1969
and addressed to the National Spiritual
Assemblies of the Bahd’is of the British
Isles and the United States, the Universal
House of Justice have written the
following:

“We feel there is an urgent need for a
devoted pioneer, preferably a woman,
who would meet the qualifications set
forth in the attached correspondence, to
proceed as soon as possible to Uganda
and assist Miss Gung in her worthy
project. Both your National Spiritual
Assemblies have pioneer assignments in
Uganda, under the current phase of the
Plan, and it is our hope that one of the
pioneers you are responsible to locate
in Uganda, would be able and willing
to fill the need in Miss Gung’s Kinder-
garten.

The British Bah4’i community has an
additional moral responsibility towards
Uganda, as well as towards Miss Gung,
who was the first pioneer from the

British Bahd’i community to set out to
Africa, under the British Two Year
Plan.

As soon as you have located a suitable
pioneer, please inform the National
Spiritual Assembly of Uganda and
Central Africa, who will act as the
co-ordinating body to bring this project
to an early conclusion.”

The attached correspondence men-
tioned above is a letter from the N.S.A.
of Uganda and Central Africa, an extract
of which is reproduced below:

“Miss Claire Gung’s situation is that
she wants a suitable Baha’i, preferably
a woman aged between 30-40 years, who
would come to assist her in running the
Kindergarten which she erected recently.
Glaire Gung will move to the new
building in December and the building
has cost her a lot of money and the
kindergarten has been known by
officials of the Uganda Government

NEWS FROM

DECLARATIONS.

We are most happy to report that
there have been two recent declarations
in Ireland. We warmly welcome Alice
Jack to the Dubiin Community and
Joyce Porte to the Belfast Community.

DUBLIN/DUN LAOGHAIRE WEEK.

A week of special activity was held in
the Dublin-Dun Laoghaire area from
Friday 17.10.1969 to Saturday, 25.10.69.
This period of intensive Teaching
Activity was, we feel, a very successful
venture, a wonderful spirit of love and
friendship pervaded all the various
functions and some non-Bahd’i faces
appeared again and again during the
week. We endeavoured to cater for all
tastes through a varied programme of
events. The week commenced with a
visit to the Dublin Zoo for the Children,
that evening a very successful Social in
John and Val Morley’s studio was well
attended. There were firesides every
night during the week, with speakers
travelling as far as 110 miles for the
evening. Coffee mornings and After-
noon Teas attracted friends during the
day, and Baha’is were encouraged to go
out during the day in teams of two or
three to explore new ways of making
contacts and teaching the Faith in the
Area. A public Meeting was held in a
Dublin Hotel mid-week, this took the
form of a Slide Show of the Holy Land.
A selection of slides were shown by a
Jew, a Christian, and a Bahdi. A
Prayer Marathon preceeded the week’s
events; this began on Thurday evening
and led up to the time on Friday when a
Prayer Meeting was held in the Dublin
Haziratu’l-Quds for the success of the
coming events during this twenty-four
hour period, all the Baha’is of Southern
Ireland participated by praying for half

IRELAND

an hour at a time. A similar prayer
Marathon was held by the Baha’is of
Northern Ireland at the same time.

GREENISLAND WEEK.

A similar week of activity was held in
Greenisland in Northern Ireland from
November Ist to the 9th. Events were
well supported with 100 people attend-
ing a Halloween Party, and over 70 at a
Folk night.

BELFAST WEEK.

A week of intensive Teaching Activity
commenced in Belfast on Saturday
29th November with a trip to the Mus-
eum with the children and a Pot Luck
Supper in the evening.

LIMERICK

This Goal Town in Southern Ireland
has been greatly strengthened during the
past six weeks by the presence of Albert
Strachan from Northern Ireland, Albert
has undertaken a Three Month Teach-
mng Project. Not without personal
sacrifice this wonderful Baha’i has
supported and assisted the Pioneers in
Limerick and has made many friends
for the Faith there.

United Nations Day. The Baha’is in
Belfast held a meeting for U.N. Day at
which Virginia Hardy Sec. of the U.N.
Association in Belfast spoke; Beman
Khosravinishad spoke on the Baha’i
attitude to the United Nations.

Ireland will soon be sending out three
Pioneers to overseas posts. Martin Mag-
arry and Jamshid Arjomandi to Guyana
and Hazel Aikman to Sardinia. We
wish all three every success in their new
lives and in their work for the Faith of
Baha’u’llah.

IRISH GOALS COMMITTEE.

including Ministers, Ambassadors as a
Kindergarten run by the Baha’i Faith.
Therefore, we would like to see that the
Kindergarten is running well so that it
does not reflect badly the name of the
Faith. As you can see from Claire
Gung’s letter, the building she is moving
to was constructed on land which was
offered to her on the recommendation
of the Bishop of Namirembe and also
on the recommendation of H.E. the
President of Uganda. The building
is nearly finished now and the building
itself will attract people to take their
children to the kindergarten for their
education.

Claire Gung will be able to pay 800/-
to 1,000/- per month with free accom-
modation for a volunteer who would
offer herself to come and help with the
administration and book-keeping work
which is connected with the running of
the Kindergarten. Such a person should
be interested in children.

According to Claire Gung’s letter,
Amatu’l Bah4a Ruhiyyih Khanum visited
the new building with her and some of
the Baha’i Friends who have been
visiting Uganda—they all visited Claire
Gung’s old school and they have
realised the tremendous work done by
Claire in educating young African and
Asian children whose parents have
known Claire’s Kindergarten as a
Baha’f Kindergarten.

Claire teaches children Bahd’i prayers,
and tells them about some Bahd’i
stories, and the Kindergarten is closed
during the Bahd’i Holy Days. All
those things done by Claire’s Kinder-
garten are just a proclamation of the
Faith to the public.”

The other piece of correspondence is
a moving letter by Claire Gung herself,
in which she sets down the whole history
of her Kindergarten, the tremendous
sacrifices she has had to make and is
still making to realise this scheme and
the almost unsurmountable difficulties
she has had to deal with in order to
obtain permission for the building of
this school..

If anyone is interested (the person
does not need to have any qualifications
for this task) please apply to Kianoush
Kouchekzadeh at 3 Wentworth Close,
Watford, Herts. Tel. Watford 20575.
By way of clarification please note that
each Uganda shilling is equivalent to
approximately 1.2 U.K. Shilling, there-
fore a person can earn somewhere
between £48 to £60 sterling, plus free
accommodation. Additionally, the
Overseas Goals Committee feels that
the age bracket stated above need not
necessarily apply and provided a person
is suitable she can be outside those age
limits.

DEADLINE :—

Material for the next issue of the
Journal to be in by 22nd Jan.. 1970, to—
Mr. J. Coates. Editor, 45 Overfield Rd..
Fawdon, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 3AJ

Co-operative Printing Society Ltd.. Rutherford Street, Newcastle upon Tyne
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