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NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITIES

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY.

On Sunday the 18th Jan. World Relig-
ion Day was celebrated in Pembroke Coll-
ege with a selection of readings from
Religious Scriptures interspersed between
music. The gathering was opened with a
short introductory talk by Farhang
Jahanpur and closed with refreshments
and a very lively discussion. The number
of non-Bahd’is present was few and
most were contacts previously.

Members of the community had
travelled to Wigan on the Saturday for
the excellent week-end school and
World Religion Day meeting there.
Cambridge generally supports the New-
market® Firesides’ with speakers and these
meetings attract a number of the United
Nations Youth Group Members.

For the future, the University Baha’i
Society is planning a Week-End School
and party on the 14th/15th February,
and joint meetings with the Africa
Society, when Moojan and Shahab will
speak on their impressions of Africa
after their travels there, and the India
Society when we hope Mrs. Munsiff
will be addressing the meeting there.

In accordance with the Cambridge
Community’s plans for extension
teaching in the villages of Bottisham and
Eltisely near here, the Youth plan to
travel there, say prayers and make
conversation with the local people in the
hope of making friends with them and
telling them about the Faith.

DURHAM.

The thing that has happened in
Durham is that we have lost Margaret
and Eric Hellicar who have gone to
Cyprus. Quite a few of us have grown
from them and so, because we have not
been Baha’is for very long, we have got
to start looking after ourselves. It
would be very easy just to keep in a
cosy little bunch, meeting in each other’s
houses, saying a few prayers, having a
bit of a natter, a cup of coffee and not
particularly bothering about finding
any new Bahd’is. But because the Helli-
cars have gone we are trying extra hard
not to get into a rut.

We discuss a great deal about how to
get people interested, but it’s not easy.
For myself, 1 feel rather embarrassed
about asking outsiders to firesides for
two reasons. First, the word itself
sounds rather “‘sweet’ as it hardly suits
modern day jargon. And secondly, to
have to explain exactly what you do at a
fireside is even more embarrassing as
religion is considered by most comfor-
table Englishmen as a trap.

Some Baha’iswon’t share this problem
of mine and will think me silly for letting
my own feelings get the better of me, but
if there is one thing that all Bah4’is have
in common it is that we are all different
and what suits one person as a form of
teaching doesn’t necessarily suit the
next. So another Bah4’i housewife and
I have had the idea of shared dinner

parties, shared, because then we can
cover a larger field of friends and
because the responsibility of playing
hostess and teacher is halved. When we
have given a few I will tell you whether
people are happier to hear about religion
with full stomachs than they are in a
cold street or a crowded supermarket.

IPSWICH.

A social was held on January 17th
1970 in the home of Dr. and Mrs.
Ma’ani organised by the Youth Com-
mittee in Ipswich. Friends and contacts
came from Attleborough, Bury St.
Edmunds and Cambridge and alto-
gether almost forty people, mostly
youth, had a happy evening in a friendly
atmosphere with singing and dancing.

This is one of a series of socials held
monthly by the Youth Groups in East
Anglia and on each occasion the number
of non-Bahd’is at the functions increases
and the Ipswich friends were happy to
have the blessed number of 19 non-
Bahd’is present.

Two declarations were received at the
social evening from friends who had
been attending firesides regularly. These
two declarations are from young men
living outside the Ipswich boundaries.
We look forward to spreading even
further to link up with all the L.S.A.’s
in East Anglia.

Following the Social we had a wonder-
ful opportunity to have an Exhibition
in two windows loaned by the local
newspaper offices and an article of
approximately 1,500 words in the even-
ing paper as part of the newspaper’s
effort to give publicity to all the organ-
isations in the town.

Apart from one error of fact in the
history of the Faith the article was
wonderfully presented without any
prejudice or denial of any nature. The
writer of the feature could hardly have
made a better presentation if he had
been a Baha’i.

The Exhibition was loaned by Mr.
Ted Cardell, who delivered it and
mainly erected it with a little help from
Ipswich. This was done while the
Chairman and_Secretary were being
interviewed by the press, an interview
which lasted more than two hours
instead of the usual allocation of twenty
minutes.

The most wonderful part of the article
was a lovely reproduction of a photo-
graph of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. It seems such an
unbelievable advance in Ipswich from
the days, only a year ago, when four
believers were planning Bahd’i week with
the English Goals Committee. The
photograph in the paper is a great
driving force to us all and feels full of
power.

ST. AUSTELL.

On the 7th October 1969 the St.
Austell Trades Fair opened to the public
and one of the stands was the culmina-
tion of months of organisation and effort

by the St. Austell Group and Ted
Cardell. The stand was designed
around an eye catching centre piece,
consisting of a turntable on which was
bolted seven dolls representing some of
the different nationalities of the world:
a globe of which was secured to the
centre of the turntable, the whole being
slowly rotated by a small electric motor.

The local paper hailed it as being “a
stand devoted to religion, which will
certainly create much interest among
the public”. In addition to the display
of books, we had a good supply of
pamphlets—some from the E.G.C. and
several hundred that we had duplicated
ourselves. During the five days of the
Fair, some 8,000 people passed the stand
and about 900 pamphlets were taken.

We manned the stand in pairs, each
pair doing a two hour spell, May White
from Torquay, Peter Lee and Alma
Gregory from Exeter, and Ann Thomp-
son from Dublin were a wonderful help
in this work. Naomi Long and Trudi
Scott from St. Ives helped us with trans-
port, bedding and crockery.

A small room had been hired from the
British Legion so that we had somewhere
to take any interested enquirers for
further discussion and a cup of tea.
Although it was not needed for this it
proved to be a useful base for those
manning the stand. By the time the
Fair ended on Saturday 11th October it
was unanimously agreed that the venture
had been a terrific success. Ya Bahd’u’-
1 Abha.

WANDSWORTH BAHA’I BALL.

The Wandsworth Bahd’i Assembly
held its annual ball on November 15th
at the Dryburgh Hall, Putney, from
8 p.m. to Midnight.

This year the guest of honour was the
Mayor of Wandsworth, Miss Gwynneth
Morgan, who was received by the Ass-
embly and shown to the head table for a
brief introduction by the Chairman, Mr.
Eruch Munsiff and a prayer by Mr.
Peter Hardwick. After Lady Kathleen
Hornell had presented “Some Answered
Questions” to the Mayor, and Najla
Baghdadi a bouquet of flowers, the
Mayor replied saying that she had read
the introductory pamphlet sent with her
invitation and looked forward to hearing
more about the Faith.

Sitting at the head table with members
of the Assembly were Mr. and Mrs.
Hugh Jenkins. Mr. Jenkins is the Labour
M.P. for Wandsworth, and had spoken
at one of the Assembly’s public meetings
which are still held regularly on the first
Wednesday of each month in the smaller
hall of the same building.

# Among the many guests of the com-
munity was the Chairman of the
local U.N.A. branch. He and his vs(ife
had heard of the Faith before but during
the evening they noticed the pamphlets
being given out with the prizes and
pressed for one which they could take
home and study.
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The Mayor drew some 30 ticket
numbers for prizes which she herself
presented with great enjoyment, after-
wards being photographed with the
prizewinners and the Assembly. Mrs.
Jenkins remarked at the generosity
of the prizes and the free gay atmosphere
She promptly won a prize, much to her
delight.

The Chairman of the Assembly
opened the dancing with the Mayor, to
discotheque music. About 230 Baha’is
and guests joined them, having come
from many parts of the country.

Hot and cold buffet food was avail-
able from 8.30 p.m. onwards, set out on
two large tables at the end of the Hall,
half of which was filled with smaller
tables furnished with white damask,
silver plate and flowers.

Reporters from the local press came,
and we received a small write - up.
The main effect however seems to be in
having given the local authorities a
sound introduction to the Faith, which
will pave the way for establishing the
Assembly as a recognised local body.
The Mayor took a most unusual step
in writing herself to the Assembly
thanking them for the evening and
promising to read the book.

The Hall has been booked for next
year inanticipationof the next Assembly’s
decision to repeat the function, although
it is possible that a larger hall may be

3

required _to h

WIGAN.

World Religion Day was celebrated
on January 17th and 18th at Orrell near
Wigan when approximately 300 people
from all Religions and Denominations
attended St. Lukes Parish Hall. A full
week-end of talks and informal discuss-
sion took place between Christians,
Baha’is, Hindus, Buddhists and Muslims,

This was a very well organised effort
by the Billinge friends, with the splendid
co-operation of the Rev. Whitfield of
St. Lukes. 4,000 invitations had been
sent to all prominent people and Clergy
within a radius of 40 miles, and con-
siderable space had been taken for
front-page advertising in the local
papers.

Many local residents generously
entertained Baha’is during the week-end,
resulting in 14 firesides being held
simultaneously in these homes, where
the hosts learned much more of the
Baha’i Teachings and showed consider-
able interest. A Catholic Priest and a
Methodist Minister were present for all
of the Saturday Sessions and the Bishop
of Liverpool was present for the Sunday
evening.

Bahd’is came from far and wide to
support this wonderful and inspiring
School, helping to create a tremendous
spirit of love and unity which so deeply
impressed all who attended. Everyone
felt that a truly memorable and signi-
ficant event had taken place.

YOoUTH NEWS

SPRING CONFERENCE AND
NATIONAL YOUTH CONVENTION

Once again this exciting event has
come around so here are some details
of the arrangements.

Date:
March 26th-31st.
Place:

Attleborough Secondary Modern
School, Attleborough, Norfolk.

Theme:

“ 1 desire distinction for you
(‘Abdu’l-Bahda). The Conference
sessions will be based on the most
recent letter from the Universal
House of Justice, dated November
16th, 1969, and on the booklet,
“What it means to be a Bahd’i
Youth ”* (obtainable from the Pub-
lishing Trust at 2/6). The evenings
will take the form of social activities
and there will be a public meeting,
entitled *“ The World with a Future.”
The Baha’i Youth of East Anglia will
be sending invitation cards to their
friends as the meeting will not be
advertised publicly.

Chairman:

Dr. Abbas Afnan.

Registrar:

Miss Taraneh Afnan, West Carr

LE)

Road, Attleborough, Norfolk,

Booking:

There are booking slips at the
bottom of the most recent issues of
“Youth News” or they can be
obtained from the Registrar.

Cost:

£4 full board, for the five days.
£1 per day full board with overnight
accommodation.

Please send £1 deposit with your
booking. No-one under 12 may stay
at the school; (this is the rule of the
Norfolk Education Authority).

Bedding:
Camp beds are provided but no bedd-

ing, so bring your own. (The school is
centrally heated).

Transport:

Attleborough is on main rail and
coach routes.

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH
TRAVEL TEACHING

Recently the National Spiritual
Assembly wrote to the Universal House
of Justice with several queries regarding
International Youth Travel Teaching.
We should like to quote part of the
reply of the House to this letter.

“ We are delighted with the splendid
work already performed by Baha’i
Youth and are eager to assist them. We
feel, however, that you should not
encourage young women to go alone on
international teaching projects nor
should you encourage projects of short

FOR MEDITATION

I have a lamp in my hand searching
through the lands and seas to find souls
who can become heralds of the Cause.
Day and night I am engaged in this
work. Any other deliberations in the
meetings are futile and fruitless. Convey
the message, Attract the hearts, Sew
the seeds, Teach the Cause to those who
do not know.

I enter all meetings . . . . so that the
Cause may be spread. When the most
important work is before our sight, we
must let go the important one.

If the meetings or Spiritual Assembly
has any other occupation, the time is
spent in futility. All the deliberations,
all consultation, all the talks and addres-
ses must revolve around one focal centre
and that is: Teach the Cause, Teach,
Teach, Convey the message, Awaken
the souls.

Now is the time of laying the founda-
tion. Now we must gather brick, stone,
wood, iron and other building materials.
This is not the time of decoration. We
must strive day and night and think and
work. What can I say that may become
effective ? What can I do that may bring
results ? What can I write that may bring
forth fruits ?

Nothing else will be useful today.
The interests of such a glorious Cause
will not advance without undivided
attention. While we are carrying this
load we cannot carry any other load.
T o “‘Abdu’l-Baha’

duration, requiring large budgets, unless
the volunteer can defray some or all of
the cost.

These minor restrictions still leave
ample scope for Youth service in the
international field, as has already been
proved, and you may always refer any
offer by Youth which you think feasible,
foir consideration of assistance by the
International Deputisation Fund.”

The N.Y.C. would like, therefore, to
encourage young men or couples who
feel that they can undertake to travel for
more than two months and be more or
less self-supporting to arise and volun-
teer for Travel Teaching in the Inter-
national Field. If they want to travel
in Europe it would be an advantage if
they could speak the language of the
country concerned. All applications
should be sent to the Secretary.

Miss Lois Chinn, 7 Dicey Avenue,
London, N.W.2.
We hope there are many.

‘“200 NEW BELIEVERS
CAMPAIGN.

You will have heard in the 19 Day
Feast Newsletter for the Feast of Sultan
that there have been 48 declarations
since this campaign was launched, of
which 16 have been Youth. The N.Y.C.
is hoping that 100 of the new believers
will be Youth so now.we have only 84
more waiting Youth to find. Keep at
it! !
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REQUEST FOR HELP

Carol Moorhouse is writing an essay
on Bah&’i Education for the Religious
Education department in her College.

The essay would include:
(1) Baha’i ideas on education;

(2) any new ideas that the Bahd’i Faith
can contribute to the theory and
practice of education;

(3) children’s classes;

(4) any problems encountered in British
schools by Bahad’i parents and
teachers;

(5) Baha’i Schools.

Carol would be grateful if anyone
who has attended a Bahad’i School
(anywhere in the world) or has run a
children’s class or has anything else to
contribute, could write to her about it.

Address: West Park Hall, Perth Road,
Dundee DD2 INN.

PROCLAMATION
(PRESENTATION) COMMITTEE.

We are still waiting to hear from a few
more of the L.S.A.'s and Groups
regarding the details of their presenta-
tions of ‘“The Proclamation of Baha’u’-
11ah.’

As you all know this book was com-
piled by the Universal House of Justice
from the Tablets which Bahad’u’lldh
addressed to the Kings and Leaders of
the world 100 years ago, when He
announced Himself to be the Promised
One. The House has now given the
Bah4’is of the world the task of present-
ing this book to those who have succee-
ded the original recipients, those who
are now in authority, the political
leaders, representatives of the judiciary,
dignataries and leaders of thought.

We have a great task to perform, we
must ensure that the healing Message of
Baha’u’llah is brought to the attention
of those who conduct the affairs of the
world in the hope that they may turn to

Publishing Trust

Many Bah&’is will be delighted to
know that we have now produced a
really attractive and dignified 38 page
booklet for presentation, in connection
with proclamation activities, to people
who would appreciate a well produced
summary of the essential history and
teaching of the Bahd’i Faith and its
associations with the British Isles.
This booklet was on sale at Teaching
Conference, and also received mention
in the last edition of the Journal. In-
cluded in the contents there is a short
account of Bah&’u’lldhs’ proclamation
to the Kings and Rulers of the World, a
list of the Central Figures of the Faith,
extracts from the writings of Baha’u’llah,
some appreciations of the Baha’i Faith,
and three interesting photographs. The
quality of this publication is excellent,
and the price is 10/- per copy.

In order to present the material in
this magnificent booklet at lower cost,
we have published two smaller pam-
phlets. One is entitled ‘These Things
Shall Be’ which covers Baha’u’llah’s call
to The Kings and Rulers of the World,
the Central Figures of the Faith, and a
brief summary of the World Order of
Baha’u’llah. This pamphlet, very
attractively produced sells at 1/6d. per
copy. The second pamphlet entitled
‘And Did Those Feet’ also covers the
central Figures of the Faith, and their
association with the British Isles, a
summary of the World Order of Baha-
‘wllah and ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s first public
address to the West. The price of this
pamphlet is only 1/3d.

For those who did not attend Teach-
ing Conference, copies of all three of
these new, well produced publications
can be obtained from the Baha’i
Publishing Trust, 2 South Street, Oak-
ham, Rutland.

Him for guidance.

Filling in forms is something that
many of us dislike and it seems a long
way from serving the Cause of God, but
we would earnestly request that those
of you who have not yet returned the
completed forms to the committee
consult together. When you have con-
sulted in the true Bah&’i manner and
completed all the details, we know that
you will all be ready to present the
Proclamation Books and Booklets as
soon as the N.S.A. gives the word.
In order that the maximum effect be
obtained from this project it is desirable
that they are presented to all the recip-
ients within a short space of time.
When you have fully completed your
lists you will be confident that there will
be no delays whilst correct names and
addresses are found or the last few
recipients are decided upon. The N.S.A.
is anxious that every one of the Presen-
tation Booklets sold in the special
parcels, is utilised, particularly as they
are being heavily subsidised by the
Fund. The lists will also help to cut
down the risk of a duplication of pre-
sentations.

When the committee receives your
list we will send you details of Forms of
Address which you may find useful
when writing to the Mayor, Lieutenants
of Counties (if you live in a County
Town) the Recorder, Rabbis, Bishops,
etc. etc. You will also receive a specimen
of the type of letter you might use to
write to the proposed recipients.

The Committee is here to help vou
with any queries you may have. Please
write to our secretary if we can be of
any assistance. She is Mrs. Chris
Richards, 26 Cartwright Road, Sutton
Coldfield, Warwickshire.

DEADLINE :—

Material for the next issue of the
Journal to be in by 9th March 1970, to—
Mr. J. Coates, Editor, 45 Overfield Rd..
Fawdon, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE3 3A7J

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE No. 1 ACCOUNT

21.9.1969 to 20.12.69 (inclusive)

INCOME. £ esind: EXPENDITURE. s
Donation : s— N.S.A—
I5:SYAUSIand ETOUPS, <!l vs iosifs e soaiesiss 1,216 4 3 AL wTe e lae ot e R L W s B n o N 264 3 9
T divaanalss S T o e bt e 3,034 18 9 OO T i 1173519555
Telephone and Cables ..........u.:. 685 200
4.251- 3 0 Postage and Stationery JI89E3 5]
Less Payments against Covenants ............ 50717 3 Journal 1185912 3
— Extraordinary 118 19 9
2T A3RE D R C.D.C. 60 0 0
Interest and Dividends .........c.ccoceeinnnn. 361 6 0 E.G.C. 302EIg
Refunds to us:— 0.G.C. 555 0 9
Salle oft Shares v iai st oo Lodoars 17268 11110 Other Goals Committees 34951249
ATTCHION e S e e ot W it S 1 T 8 29810 Pigheer Committeess st it S s 540 0 O
Rent Endowment Land ................... 10 0 © Other Gommiftees "8l it i,
e Youth® Committecs e . in mma e o 60 10 0
£5,870 14 8 SENUEYEL g A e a E e Tolh. ot eyl 58 15 3
e Monthly Transfers:—
DONATIONS : — D I A O S s 5 ot s ed s T A% bl b o 3200020
Blidget s T I e e b e 8250 0 O Excess Income over expenditure ............. 1,631 4 11
T ARTE R s sa e s bt e d d T S 8477 0 0 £5.870 14 8
Gap Nil

e o —

| Afnan Library Tr

"| Co-operative Printing Society Ltd., Rutherford Street, Newcastle upon Tyne
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