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THE SPIRITUAL REVOLUTION

“I testify that no sooner had the
First Word proceeded, through
Thy will and purpose, out of His
mouth . . . than the whole creation was
revolutionized, and all that are in the
heavens and earth were stirred to the
depths. Through that word the realities
of all created things were shaken;
were divided, separated, scattered,
combined and reunited, disclosing, in
both the contingent world and the
heavenly kingdom, entities of a new
creation.”

—Bahad’i World Faith, p. 93).

Global revolution is the dominant fact
of life in our age. Throughout the
world men are rebelling against the
dead weight of the past. Only second-
arily is the revolution political, economic
or racial. Essentially it is a revulsion
against ways of life that are anti-life.

That’s the first thing about the
revolution. It is spiritual.

On this subject the Guardian has said :
“If long-cherished ideals and time-
honoured institutions, if certain social
assumptions and religious formulae
have ceased to promote the welfare
of the generality of mankind, if they
no longer minister to the needs of a
continually evolving humanity, let
them be swept away and relegated to
the limbo of obsolescent and forgotten
doctrines. Why should these, in a
world subject to the immutable law of
change and decay, be exempt from
the deterioration that must needs
overtake every human institution?
For legal standards, political and
economic theories are solely designed
to safeguard the interests of humanity
as a whole, and not humanity to be
crucified for the preservation of the
integrity of any particular law or
doctrine.”

—(World Order of Bahd’w’lldh, p. 42).

No social system on earth can be said
to truly serve man’s needs. There is
none in which human identity is not
endangered. There is none which
appears to possess real moral authority.
This is as true of communistic societies
as it is of capitalistic ones. As true of
cultures based on Christian values as it
is of those founded on Islam or
Buddhism.

That’s the second thing about the
revolution. It is universal.

“Every system, short of the unifica-
tion of the human race, has been
tried, repeatedly tried” the Guardian
states. ““And yet crisis has succeeded
crisis, and the rapidity with which a
perilously unstable world is declining
has been correspondingly accelerated.
A yawning gulf threatens to involve
in one common disaster both the
satisfied and dissatisfied nations,
democracies and dictatorships, capit-
alists and wage-earners, Europeans
and Asiatics, Jew and Gentile, white
and coloured.”

—(World Order of Bahd’wlldh, p. 190)

Far from being the most important
feature of the revolution, violence is
incidental to it. The real revolution
advances quietly, almost unnoticed. It
takes place within the hearts of millions
of ordinary people, especially young
people, who spiritually drop out of a
world they find meaningless. The
routine tasks are done; but the roots of
belief—without which no social order
can survive—have been cut,—forever.

And that is the third thing about the
revolution. It is out of our control.

“Humanity,” the Guardian warns,
“...has, alas, strayed too far and
suffered too great a decline to be
redeemed through the unaided efforts
of the best among its recognised rulers
and statesmen—however disinterested
their motives, however concerted
their action, however unsparing in
their zeal and devotion to its cause.
No scheme which the calculations of
the highest statesmanship may yet
devise; no doctrine which the most
distinguished exponents of economic
theory may hope to advance; no
principle which the most ardent of
moralists may strive to inculcate, can
provide, in the last resort, adequate
foundations upon which the future
of a distracted world can be built,”

—(World Order of Bahd’w’lldh, pp. 33-34)

For Bah&’is, the knowledge that the
process of social breakdown is irrever-
sible is both a great burden and a great
advantage. The rest of mankind is
being driven only very reluctantly to
this realisation. Only very reluctantly
do men let go of their illusions. The
greatest illusion is that man can some-
how save himself. No one can be said
to really understand the Revolution
who still retains this illusion. The
process is irreversible because it is a
part of nature itself.

“All created things”, ‘Abdu’l-Bahd
has said, “are expressions of the
affinity and cohesion of elementary
substances, and non-existence is the
absence of their attraction and
agreement. Various elements unite
harmoniously in composition but
when these elements become dis-
cordant, repelling each other, de-
composition and  non-existence
result.”

—(Foundations of World Unity, p. 20).

The most important thing about the
revolution, however, is where it is going.
Humanity has been described as “‘evol-
ution become conscious of itself”. For
six thousand years our world was the
private preserve of a small leisured class.
Now, almost overnight, in the wake of
the Manifestation of Baha'u’llah,
people everywhere are awakening to the
possibilities of human life. Something
that can truly be called humanity is being
born.

Only one thing is lacking.
“Mankind”, the Guardian states, “is
groaning, is dying to be led to unity.”
Mankind’s task is the building of a
society fit for human beings to live in.

And that’s where the revolution is going.
However long and bloody the process,
mankind is struggling, half-blindly, to
create a world community.

A WORLD COMMUNITY

The “nucleus” and “pattern” of that
community already exists. It is the
result of one hundred years of work
around the world by the Spirit of
Baha’u’llah.

“Our one aim is to produce a world
civilisation which will, in turn, react
on the character of the individual. It
is in a way the inverse of Christianity
which started with the individual unit,
and through it reached out to the
conglomerate life of men.”

(The Guardian quoted by
Ruhiyyih Khénum)

Community is little more than the
social manifestation of unity. What
this should mean to the Baha’i Com-
munity is stated in the Writings in many
places. For example:

“The Tabernacle of Unity has been
raised; regard ye not one another as
strangers . .. Of one tree are all ye
the fruit and of one bough the leaves. . .
The world is but one country and man-
kind its citizens . ..”

(—World Order of Bahd’w’lldh, p. 41).

The Baha’i Community is ideally the
example to both its members and the
rest of the world of what this statement
means when translated into social
reality. Shoghi Effendi in “The World
Order of Bah&’u’llah> mentions some of
the crucial characteristics of the com-
munity. He considers the following as
vital: *“. .. the imponderable, the spirit-
ual, factors, which are bound up with
their own individual and inner lives, and
with which are associated their human
and social relationships.” The individ-
ual and community life of the Baha’is
must be seen as distinct from the general
conduct and institutions of the times in
which they live. This means that in
addition to the prime goal of teaching
the Faith, Bahd’is must also look
inward to their own community life.

’

The issue in the Bah4’i community at
present is not so much a lack of partici-
pation, but the visibility of that partici-
pation as a communal effort separate
from the everyday affairs of the larger
community to which all men belong.

That is the problem which the com-
munity now faces—how to be seen as a
highly visible example of a new order of
things. This will mark the emergence
of the Bahd’is as a true community
above a simple aggregate of people
sharing the same basic beliefs. This
kind of unity can come about through
common hardship, suffering and, in
general, testing of the beliefs and love of
all the individual members. We are
assured this testing will come: ““ . . .when
the appointed hour is come, there shall
suddenly appear that which shall cause
the limbs of mankind to quake. Then,
and only then, will the Divine Standard
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be unfurled,....” (Bahd’i Revelation,
p.74). It can thus be seen how those
individuals who act in defiance of the
teachings, that is, those who teach
revolutionary, violent or destructive
philosophies, especially as seen in the
United States, are in effect unknowing
allies of the Cause. For they are agents
in bringing about the calamity which is
to befall man, and test the strength of
Baha’is the world over. To proclaim
the Bahd’i community as the way in
which the world must move demands
that the community be willing to under-
go, and able to withstand, a severe test.
The strength to withstand such a test
comes in the form of “absolute love and
harmony amongst the members of the
Assembly. They must be wholly free
from estrangement, and must manifest
in themselves the unity of God, for they
are the waves of one sea ...”

Baha’u’llah’s conception of organic
community has been summed up by the
Universal House of Justice when it
said: “In the human body, every cell,
every organ, every nerve has its part to
play. When all so do the body is
healthy, vigorous, radiant, ready for
every call made upon it. No cell, how-
ever humble, lives apart from the body,
whether in serving it or receiving from
it. This is supremely true of the body
of the Bahd’i World Community, for
this bodyis already an organism, united in
its aspirations, unified in its methods,
seeking assistance and confirmation
from the same source, and illumined
with the conscious knowledge of its
unity. The Baha’i World Community,
growing like a healthy new body,
develops new cells, new organs, new
functions and powers as it presses on to
its maturity, when every soul, living for
the Cause of God, will receive from that
Cause, health, assurance and the over-
flowing bounties of Baha’u’lldh which
are diffused through His divinely-
ordained order.”

(October, 1964).

The Community of Baha’u’llah
cannot exist apart from the Administra-
tive Order of Bahd’w’lldh. Institutions
like the Assembly, the Feast and the Fast
are the community’s organs of life and
consciousness. We are staggered by
the implications of such statements as
the following from Shoghi Effendi:

“To what else if not the power and
majesty which this Administrative
Order—the rudiments of the future,
all-enfolding Baha’i Commonwealth
—is destined to manifest, can these
words of Bahd'vw’llah allude: ‘The
world’s equilibrium hath been upset
through the vibrating influence of this
most great, this new World Order’.”

Tne increasingly tense and violent
atmosphere in the world points to the
immediate necessity of action on the
part of the Baha’i community. This
action has been called upon by the
teachings and the guiding principles
laid out in a pattern never before
available in the form of a world religion.

THE INDIVIDUAL IN THE
COMMUNITY

. the object of life to a Bahd’i is
to promote the oneness of mankind.
The whole object of our lives is bound
up with the lives of all human beings;
not a personal salvation we are seek-
ing, but a universal one. We are not
to cast eyes within ourselves and say:
‘Now get busy saving your soul and
reserving a comfortable berth in the
Next World.” No, we are to get busy
on bringing Heaven to this planet . ..
our aim is to produce a world
civilisation which will in turn react
on the character of the individual. It
is in a way, the inverse of Christianity
which started with the individual unit
and through it, reached out to the
conglomerate life of men.”

(The Guardian quoted by
Ruhiyyih Khdnum)

Qualities of mind and heart which
are necessary for an individual in bring-
ing about this ideal are largely produced
through living in a Bah&’i community.
Obviously, just living in a community of
Baha’is when one does not apply Baha’i
principles will have little effect.

Examine the qualities which are going
to be necessary in the building of a world
community.

1. Love and Unity

‘Abdw’l-Bahi stated that unless har-
mony and agreement existed in the
community that the Cause could not
advance by any means whatever.
Nothing can be imagined which is of
more assistance to an individual than
the feeling of love and acceptance.
When the good qualities which we have
are noticed, we bloom. The reverse is
true when criticism, censure and cold-
ness is found. In a Bah4’i community,
the existence of love is the whole basis
of our belief. We are, therefore,
challenged individually, and as a group,
to discover not only the means whereby
we may feel love for those who are
loving and acceptable, but to love those
whom at first glance we may otherwise
reject.

2. The Contagion of Community

Baha’u’lldh said in “Hidden Words™
to seek the companionship of His loved
ones if we wished to take the rust from
our hearts. There is no doubt of the
contagion of being with people who
display certain qualities. The attributes
of truthfulness, sincerity, integrity; the
practice of the use of a “kindly tongue™
are all more likely to emerge when these
qualities are the practice of the group
and also when the ideal to which the
group aspires is that of ‘Abdu’l-Bah4.
In ordinary social groups, the ideal is
most often the person who is ‘“‘getting
ahead in the world”” whether materially,
socially, politically or in some other form
of power or prestige, regardless of his
spiritual qualities.

3. Detachment from Self

Nowhere, does detachment become
so immediate and vital a necessity as in
true Bahd’i consultation. Attachment
to the self here includes attachment to
the ideas which are “mine’, to the ego
which can be bruised, to the desire for
one’s own wishes to be accepted. The
central principle of consultation, how-
ever, is the struggle of the group to find
a collective mind, through which
‘Abdu’l-Bahd can communicate with
them. Here again, the group reacts
upon the individual by requiring a
conscious effort at detachment, until
this becomes a habit.

4. Lack of Prejudice—an Awareness of
the Oneness of Mankind

Only by living in a diversified com-
munity can one even know if he has
prejudice. The more that we work with
people of varying backgrounds, the more
that we find our prejudices are ground-
less. This includes, of course, not
merely racial diﬂerences, but the much-
discussed ‘‘generation gap’’ between the
ideals of youth and those of the adult,
the vast differences between the “haves”
and the “have-nots”, and the division
between the well-educated and the
illiterate.

5. Emotional Honesty

We live in-a hypocritical society
wherein each person tends to develop
a mask to hide his own feelings and we
also tend to say those things which we
think will please our listeners (and
something else when we are away from
them). This has become so much a
pattern that we sometimes even learn
to hide our true feelings from ourselves.
Basically, this is done because we seek
acceptance and feel that we must con-
form to the generally accepted view-
point. Since the whole basis of Baha’i
consultation is quite opposite to this and
“at the very root of the Cause lies the
principle of the undoubted right of the
individual to self-expression...” the
individual is encouraged to speak on
his own behalf and to see “‘through his
own eyes and not through the eyes of
others”. He is told that “Truthfulness
is the foundation of all human virtues.
Without truthfulness, progress and
success, in all the worlds of God are
impossible for any soul.”

In each of these ways and in many
others, the individual ‘“‘advances and
develops until he attaineth that station
at which he can manifest all the poten-
tial forces with which his inmost true
self hath been endowed.” Since these
qualities are the most important qual-
ities necessary to produce a unified
community, it is very confirming to note
that the spiritual qualities which were
expressed by Baha’u’llah most strongly
were those qualities which arevital to the
development of community. While
Baha’u’llah has expressed teachings for
individuals apart from his community
life, He places first priority on the spirit-
ual teachings necessary for community
life. In other words, He has set up a
new system of “spiritual priorities” and
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it is to those qualities which the commun-
ity must address itself if it is to become
the example of the future world Com-
munity.

Some of these qualities already exist to
a remarkable degree in modern youth,
large numbers of whom we anticipate
will be joining the Bahad’i community.
We have been accustomed to judging
others by the spiritual qualities we have
ourselves attained. Not all of these
qualities may necessarily have the
““spiritual priority”” which Baha’w’lldh
gave to some of the attributes often
exemplified in a high degree by youth
or by peoples of other cultures. Part of
our deepening, therefore, must be to
acquire an awareness of the most
important spiritual teachings in the
formation of a community and a
recognition of them in the lives of
people who have already placed them
first.

In order to see the ‘“‘spiritual prior-
ities” in relation to the object of our
lives which is to “promote the oneness
of mankind” we should regard the
statement of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd, ‘“The most
important feat in this day is harmony
and agreement...Not until this is
realised will the affairs advance by any
means whatever.”

—(Baha’i World Faith, pp. 408, 413).

The order of priorities then becomes
one in which love and fellowship must
be realised in a community and the
teaching of the Faith of Baha’w’llah
presented to mankind. We then see
how the “love and fellowship” of
mankind is related to the vehement
statements He makes against back-
biting, and the extremely high station
He gives to a kindly tongue, courtesy,
justice, and the recognition of the
principle of self-expression.

LOVE AND UNITY

“The most important feat in this day
is harmony and agreement...Not
until this is realised will the affairs
advance by any means whatever.”

(—Baha’i World Faith, pp. 408, 413).

“How couldst thou forget thine own
faults and busy thyself with the faults
of others? Who so doeth this is
accursed of Me.” —(Hidden Words).
“Be fair to yourselves and to others
that the evidences of Justice may be
revealed through your deeds among our
faithful servants. Equity is the most
fundamental among human virtues.
The evaluation of all things must needs
depend upon it...”
—(Divine Art of Living, p.79).
“To look always at the good and not
at the bad. If a man has ten good
qualities and one bad one, to look at the
ten and forget the one; and if a man has
ten bad qualities and one good one, to
look at the one and forget the ten.”
—Abdu’l-Bah4.
“The best beloved of all things in My
sight is Justice . . . By its aid thou shalt
see with thine own eyes and not
through the eyes of others, and shalt
know of thine own knowledge and not
through the knowledge of thy neigh-
bour.” (—Hjidden Words).

“At the very root of the Cause lies the
principle of the undoubted right of the
individual to self-expression, his freedom
to declare his conscience and set forth
his views, be it as elected representative
of his community or on his own account
at the Feasts.”

“Do not be satisfied until each one
with whom you are concerned is to you
as a member of your family ... If you
can attain to this, your difficulties will
vanish; you will know what to do.”

THE COMMUNITY OF
BAHA’U’LLAH

The friends will find it is extremely
helpful to study the following five
excerpts from the Writings, which lead
in a natural sequence from the Bahd’i
interpretation of the current spiritual
revolution to Baha’u’llahs’ vision of an
organic world community.

THE BAB: “God hath set all things
free from one another that they may be
sustained by Him alone, and nothing in
the heavens or in the earth, but God,
sustains them.”

BAHA’U’LLAH: “Verily, Jesus said:
‘Come ye after Me, and I will make you
to become fishers of men.’ In this day,
however, We say: ‘Come ye after Me,
that We may make you to become
quickeners of mankind’.” ‘“Verily, God
loveth those who are working in His path
in groups, for they are a solid foundation.”

‘ABDU’L-BAHA: “Consider ye that
He says ‘in groups’, united and together
. . . with sincere intentions, good designs,
useful advice, divine moralities, beautiful
actions, spiritual qualities. . .When holy
souls, through the angelic power, will
arise to show forth these celestial
characteristics, establishing a band of
harmony, each of these souls shall be
regarded as one thousand persons.. .
O ye friends of God! Strive to attain
to this high and sublime station, and
show forth such a brightness in these
days that its radiance may appear from
the eternal horizon. This is the real
foundation of the Cause of God; this is
the essence of the divine doctrine.”

—(Bahd’i World Faith, pp. 401-402).

THE GUARDIAN: “Who else can be
blissful if not the Community of the
Most Great Name, whose world-
embracing, continually consolidating
activities constitute the one integrating
process in a world whose institutions,
secular as well as religious, are for the
most part, dissolving? ... Conscious of
their high calling, confident in a society-
building power which their Faith
possesses, they press forward, undeterred
and undismayed, in their efforts to
fashion and perfect the necessary
instruments wherein the embryonic
World Order of Bah4’u’lldh can mature
and develop. It is this building process,
slow and unobtrusive, to which the life
of the world-wide Baha’i Community is
wholly consecrated, that constitutes the
one hope of a stricken society.”
—(World Order of Bahd’w’lldh, pp. 194-5)

THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF
JUSTICE: “We should be constantly
on our guard lest the glitter and tinsel
of an affluent society should lead us to
think that such superficial adjustments
...as an extension to all members of
the human race of the benefits of a high
standard of living, of education, medical
care, technological knowledge, will of
themselves fulfill the glorious mission of
Bahd’w’lldh.  Far otherwise . . . Far
deeper and more fundamental was
(Bahd’w’llah’s) vision, penetrating to
the very purpose of human life . .. ‘The
principle of the oneness of mankind’
(the Guardian) writes ‘implies an
organic change in the structure of
present day society, a change such as the
world has not yet experienced.’....
Dearly loved friends, this is the theme
we must pursue in our efforts to deepen
in the Cause.” —(Ridvan, 1967)
—Reprinted from the ““Canadian Bahd’i
News”, December 1969.

Persian Committee

To all Local Spiritual Assemblies and
Isolated Groups:
Dear Baha’i Friends,

Earlier this year, the National Spirit-
ual Assembly appointed a Persian
Committee. In order to explain the
aim of this Committee, we would like
to share with you the main terms of
reference set by the N.S.A.

(1) The Spiritual protection and Baha’i
education of the Iranian Baha’i
Youth in, and coming to, the British
Isles.

(2) The assistance of Iranian friends to
integrate into the British Bahd’i
Community wherever they may be
in the British Isles.

(3) Encouraging the Iranians, as soon
as they arrive in the British Isles, to
contact the Pioneer Committee
with a view to the friends serving
the Faith in the pioneer field in this
country, the Committee using the
utmost endeavours to prevent the
settlement of Iranians in London or
in areas where the number of
Persians in the Community is build-
ing up.

The Committee wish to suggest to the
L.S.A.’s and Groups to get in touch with
all the Iranian Bah&’is in their area,
particularly the youth living away from
a Community and those who do not
attend meetings regularly, encouraging
them and stressing the importance of
their support especially of the Nineteen-
day feasts.

The Committee appeal for the assist-
ance of all the friends, particularly the
Persian Bahd’is and, at this stage, we
would be most grateful to receive from
you names and addresses of all the
Persian friends living in your area.
Please send them to the Secretary of the
Persian Committee, F. Rameshni, c/o
27 Rutland Gate, London, S.W.7.

THE NATIONAL PERSIAN COMMITTEE.

Co-operative Printing Society Ltd., Rutherford Street, Newcastle.



	UK Journal No 199001
	UK Journal No 199002
	UK Journal No 199003
	UK Journal No 199004
	UK Journal No 199005
	UK Journal No 199006
	UK Journal No 199007
	UK Journal No 199008

