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CONTINENTAL CONFERENCE FOR 
WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA 

In Monrovia, atop the Ducor Intercontinental Hotel the tallest 
building in the city, banners streamed carrying the words, 'Baha'i 
Continental Conference of Africa' . The leading newspaper of 
Monrovia, The Liberian Star, gave a brief introduction to the 
Teachings of the Faith and its history . Publicity built to an 
exciting climax with an article in the same paper which followed 
an interview with the Hand of the Cause of God Amatu'I-Baha 

Khanum . A press conference with the Hand of the 
Cause, which was scheduled to last for twenty minutes, stretched 
out to one and one -half hours, with the fifteen newsmen present 
asking enlightened questions about the Faith. 

The friends, gathered from 37 countries had the bounty, at the 
opening of this historic Conference, of joining the friends at the 

" / 

BAHA'I OCEANIC CONFERENCE OF THE SOUTH 
CHINA SEAS 

Hundreds of thousands of pamphlets in Chinese, English and 
Tamil were printed and distributed throughout the country 
prior to the beginning of this historic Conference. Buses carried 
announcements of the Conference and an invitation to the 
public talk by the Hand of the Cause of God Enoch Olinga, the 
representative of the Universal House of Justi ce .. . 

Many communities were able to charter buses to the Conference 
and they all bore banners whi ch were seen by the people of 
Singapore. Friends began to gather from distant lands; Arabia, 
Alaska and Ethio pia and the excitement mounted . A grand unity 
Feast was held the night before the Conference began and a shy 
believer from the M eo tribe was lovingly greeted by a member of 
the Tlingit tribe from Alaska. 

The Conference finally opened with the spirit already at a peak 
of love and unity .. . 

Th e Hand of the Cause Enoch Olinga read the st i rring message 
from th e Universal House of Justice to thi s gathering whose 
radiant colour was in itself a miracle. The Hand of the Cause 
Collis Featherstone also attended, an additional bounty to those 
fortunate enough to be present. 

Cal led to the p latform were all those who were already pioneer­
ing for the Cause. Thi s army of Baha'u'lla-h received a great 
cheer ... Malaysia's only blind believer came forward to se rve in 
Sarawak, where he can make a living by weaving baskets. The 
Secretary of the Nationdl Spiritual Assembly of Malaysia, the 
Secretary of the N at ional Youth Council, the Chairman of the 
National Co -ordinat ing Committee of Malaysia and an Iban 
tribal believer all offered to pioneer ... 

There was a fine representation of aboriginal youth from the 
jungles of East and West Malaysia; many of them had earned 
money through part time work to make the journey. 

All too soon the historic Conference came to a c lose and the 
600 believers returned to their posts or their homes with a new 
spirit of dedication . 

Oceanic Conference of the South China Seas, being held in 
Singapore, in prayers; while the members of the Universal House 
of Justice joined them in prayer at the Holy Shrines. 

The Hand of the Cause of God Muha)ir, repres­
enting the Universal House of Justic, read to the friends its 
message directed to the Conference. 

The spirit always encountered when so many of the friends 
gather was infectious. 

Following the Conference, Amatu'I-BCj.ha R Khcl'num had 
a forty minute audience with His Excellency, the President of 
Liberia, William V .S. Tubman . 

Amatu'I-Baha Ruf}/'yyih Khanum (center). To the right is Dr. 
William R. Tolbert Jr., Vice-President of Liberia who represent­
ed President Tubman who was ill, and Hand of the Cause Dr. 
Rahmatu'lIc!h Munajir, representative of the Universal House of 
Justice. At the far left is Counsellor William Maxwell and on 
Rut:i"yyih Khanum's right is Counsellor Kolonario Oule. 

URGENT REQUEST FOR TRAVEL TEACHERS 
FOR EUROPE 

To All National Spiritual Assemblies in Europe 

Dear Baha' i Friends, 

March 22,1971 

We are calling in our Riqvan message for an army of travelling 
teachers to arise promptly and visit such countries in th e Nine 

Year Plan as are in need of immediate assistance and reinforce­
ment to enable the friends there to win their goals of the Nine 
Year Plan. All countries in Europe will benefit greatly from 
visits by travell ing teachers from other land s, and we ca ll for a 
constant flow of travelling teachers throughout the continent, 
with particular attention to the following countries : 

Denmark 
Finland 
Germany 

I ce land 
Italy 
Lu xembourg 

Norway 
Portugal 
Switzerland 

We hope and p ray fervently , supplicating that th e friends will 
arise to avail themselves of the great opportunity which lies 
before them in these never-to-be repeated days. 

With loving Bah a-' , greetings. 

The Universa l House of Justice 

All offers to travel in Europe should be made as soon as 
possible to the National Office with a clear indication as 
to whether you will be entirely self-supporting; when you 
can go and the duration of your offer . 

National Spiritual Assembly. 
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EDITORIAL 

A number of friends have requested that the Baha'i month be 
included on the title page of the 'Baha'I Journal' and this has 
been done in this issue. The Baha'i month used will be that 
during which the' Journal' actually appears. 

The Editorial Committee is always grateful to receive articles 
for publication, but would most earnestly request that these be 
TYPED (double spaced if possible). It is appreciated that small 
snippets of ' News from the Communities' cannot always be 
typed, but we shall most regretfully have to return articles which 
are not typed. 

The deadline date for the next issue of the 'Journal' is 

30 MAY 1971 

and material should be sent to the Editor :­

Mrs. Lois Hainsworth, 
'Treen' 
Allerton Park, 
Leeds LS7 4ND. 

BAH.A'U'LLAH IN GREECE 
by Hugh McKinley 

The Editor deeply regrets that acknowledgement was not 
made to Hugh McKinley for the valuable article entitled 
"Baha'u'liah in Greece" which appeared upon page ten 
of the last issue of the Bah<i', Journal. 

Dearest Friends, 

We hope by now that everyone h~s received a copy of the 
booklet 'Local Spiritual Assemblies'. From time to time the 
Universal House of Justice issues compilations, drawn from the 
Writings, on various aspects of the Faith. These are of immense 
value for deepening our knowledge and understanding, and the 
National Spiritual Assembly has decided to reproduce some of 
them in booklet form and to give a free copy of each to every 
believer. The second compilation explaining the institution of 
the Continental Board of Counsellors will soon be ready for 
issue. All these booklets will be of the same format so you will 
be able to collect them gradually and keep them together for 
ready reference . 

Have you read and studied your copy of 'Local Spiritual 
Assemblies'? It is a Goal of the Nine Year Plan that our local 
assemblies should be 'vigorously functioning', and th is happy 
state can be reached only when most of the members have a 
sound understanding of their individual and collective responsi­
bil ities. I f you are not already serving on a local assembly it is 
likely that you will do so sooner or later, and the National 
Spiritual Assembly urges everyone, youth included, to study this 
booklet carefully, either in preparation for service on one of the 
'Divinely appointed institutions' or for existing members as a 
means of deepening their understanding, attaining ever greater 
harmony with the unifying Spirit of the Faith and so developing 
the co nsultative capacity of all our local assemblies as the 
foundation institutions of the World Order of Baha'u'liah. 

With deepest love to all. 

NATIONAL SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY. 

April 1971 

NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITIES 

AYLESBURY : During the past three months the Aylesbury 
Community have had several successful meetings and the bounty 
of two declarations, and we are now seven adults and two youth. 
Members of the commun ity have spoken at a meeting arranged 
at the College of Further Education attended by fifteen students 
and several other meetings organised by non-Baha'I institutions, 
including a most successful one, arranged by a village church 
women's group, on the views of the world's religions on marriage. 
The Baha'I view was much discussed and great interest shown in 
the Faith. A large party was held during the I ntercalary Days and 
two successful meetingsat NawRuz. We continue with fortnightly 
advertisements in the local press, which always attract attention, 
and several articles have been printed. Plans are being made for 
an intensive teaching effort in the largest council estate in the 
town with weekly meetings in the community centre and a large 
meeting in early April for which 500 invi tations are being dis­
tributed . Through these means we pray that there may be dis­
covered waiting souls to secure our Assembly this R iqvan. 

DUMBARTON: Very good things continue to happen to the 
Dumbarton Baha'IS. Our Monday night prayer sessions are bearing 
joyous fruits and our contacts are increasing. More opportunities 
are being found to speak to students and other young people and 
one of our members has been interv iewed about the Faith by a 
local newspaper. 
We were recently very pleased to welcome Joan Gregory to one 
of our Monday meetings and enjoyed her visit very much, each 
of us returning home with a greater infusion of Baha'I love and 
spirit . 
Perhaps the most exciting thing to happen to us has been the 
adoption by a Baha'I family of a child of Scottish-Nigerian 
parentage. She has already become the community(s most 
successful teacher through the constant stream of visitors coming 
to see her who see Baha'I principles in action. A very important 
result of this adoption is that the Glasgow adoption agency now 
asks every girl who comes to them if she has any objection to the 
child being adopted by a Baha'I couple. Most of the girls have 
not previously heard about the Faith, so the social worker is 
frequently asked to elaborate - others are doing ou r teaching 
for us. 

EDINBURGH: At the end of February the Edinburgh Un iversity 
Jewish Group invited the Baha'I Group to participate in a multi­
religious meeting at the University Halls of Residence. Speakers 
represent ing Judaism, Christianity, Islam, the Baha'( Faith and 
the Med itation Society were asked to give their views of life and 
the way in wh ich their religion made them look upon it. When 
the meeting was formally closed, coffee was servied and groupsof 
eager questioners congregated around the Baha'is. The interest 
shown , especially by the Jewish Society members, was most 
encouraging. Of the forty or so people present at the meeting 
at least half were able to hear about the Faith in greater detail 
during this discussion over coffee, which only ended when the 
meeting room closed at midnight. 

NORTH BERWICK: The 'First Ever One Day School' held on 
13 February was a most joyous and memorable day, attended by 
over fifty people. There was such a wonderful atmosphere, full 
of love and happi'ness, that the time passed all too quickly, and 
the North Berwick Group would like to thank everyone who 
helped and supported us. 

SHREWSBURY: The Reg ional Conference and visit of Mrs 
Munsiff was a great blessing for the community and brought 
excellent publicity w ith photographs in two local newspapers. 
We also had a NawRuz party with over sixty people attending; 
one of the non-Baha'IS present was leaving for Chicago and 
promised to visit t he temple there. There are still only eight 
Baha'IS in Shrewsbury and we are praying for the ninth. During 
the year five of our friends have moved to other towns and five 
live outside the town boundary , which means that we have had 
eighteen declarations in less than a year . 

YORK: The friends in York have been happy to have another 
declaration in March, the third since an intensive campaign of 
teaching and newspaper advertising began a year ago. It is inter­
esting to note that all three of these new declarants first heard 
of the Faith through newspaper advertisement. Public meetings 
are held on the second Thursday of each month at the Friends 
Meeting House in Clifford Street and the York friends are most 
grateful for the support of friends from Leeds, Bradford, and 
sometimes even Hull. ' 

FIRESIDES 

EDINBURGH 

LIVERPOOL 

Mr. lain Palin, Ground Flat, 19 Drumdryan Street, 3. 

Mr. and Mrs. Billy Lee, 38 Ribble Road, 

Sundays 3 p.m. 

Friday evenings. 

Sundays 3 p.m. 
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PROCLAMATION 
GAINS MOMENTUM IN BRITAIN 

Since it was announced in the December issue of the 'Bah£'( 
Journal' that the Proclamation presentations had started in 
earnest, the volume of work has increased. A large number of 
presentations have been made on a national scale and many are 
being made by local communities. Recent circulars from the 
Proclamation Committee have shown how all the friends can be 
actively assisted in their selection of dignitaries for invitation and 
presentation and from time to time we hope to feature more 
news items of local presentations. 

Whilst the intention of Proclamation is to announce 'to every 
stratum of human society ... the healing message that the Promised 
One has come and that the unity and well -being of the human 
race is the purpose of H is Revelation', the immediate purpose of 
the presentation of the books to leaders of thought, dignitaries, 
and other people of infl uence is to let them know of the 
existence of the Faith and perhaps win their support and 
sympathy. Publicity for the presentation should therefore be 
sought with the utmost discretion, and the approval of the one 
to whom the books are being presented . I n seek ing the oppor­
tunity personally to present a book, reference should not be 
made to others by name who have already received a book. The 
point can well be made that this presentation is part of a pro­
gramme or campaign to acquaint all leaders, dignitaries and so 
on with some of the aims of the Faith. Once it is found that 
publicity would be welcomed by the recipient, then the most 
should be made of it, and assistance can be obtained, if needed, 
from the Proclamation Committee. 

Many other aspects of the Proclamation are being explored, 
particularly in the fields of music, films, publicity for Bah£'( 
visitors, etc., as is shown by material now being sent by the 
Proclamation Committee to all assembl ies and groups. Weak 
areas should proceed with caution, however, for the Universal 
House of Justice wrote just four years ago: 

"Every effort of proclamation must be sustained by 
teaching, particularly locally where public announcements 
should be related to such efforts . This co-ordination is 
essential, for nothing will be more disheartening than for 
thousands to hear of the Fa ith and have nowhere to turn 
for further information" . 

ECCLES PROCLAMATION 

After careful preparation seven prominent citizens, sel ected on 
account of their selfless voluntary services, were presented with 
the souvenir edition of the "Proclamation of Baha'u'lI~h" at 
4 p .m . on March 17 . They were the Mayor of Eccles, who had 
placed his Parlour at the disposal of the Eccles Bah£' (s for the 
presentation, the Deputy Mayor, the Borough Librarian , an 
Alderman, who, during a term as Eccl es Mayor had chaired a 
Bah£'( meeting, the Organiser of the Citi zen s Advice Bureau and 
two local WVS organisers. Mrs. Meherangiz Munsiff , who made 
the actual presentation, was accompanied by two members of 
the Eccles Spiritual Assembly and they were offi cia lly welcomed 
by the Mayor, who then called upon one of the Eccles Bahii'ls to 
state the significance of the occasion and 'this great honour'. 
After the presentation, the Mayor called upon the others present 
to express themselves in their own words and the theme running 
through the whole of this o ccasion was that of unity and 
brotherhood. 

An informal reception was held in the evening for thirty-two 
people, and the Mayor and Mayoress, who had promised to come 
for ten minutes, stayed for an hour. Th e Ecc les Librarian has 
taken a greater interest in the Faith; one of the WVS ladies has 
invited one of the Baha'(s to hold a fireside in her home to 
which she will invite her friends, and there has been an official 
invitation from the Mayor and Mayoress for two Baha'i s to 
attend their 'At Home' at the Town Hall on April 2 1st . 

The presentation of the "Proclamation of Baha'u'IIah" to the Mayor of Brent by the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Spiritual Assembly 
of the Baha'(s of Brent. The photograph, which was taken at the suggestion of the Mayor's secretary, shows the Lady Mayoress, the Mayor, 
Dermod Knox and Hassan Afnan. The presentation took place on March 8 and was the first of the Proclamation presentations currently being 
organised by Brent. 

SPEAKING TO SCHOOLS 

The National Spiritual ; .ssembly has noted that there is an 
increasing demand for talks about the Baha'( Faith in schools 
during normal school hours. 

Would any Baha'( who is interested in giving such service please 
send their names to the National Secretary, 2} Rutland Gate, 
London S.W.7. A list will be prepared and submitted to the 
World Congress of Faiths to which is addressed a large number 
of requests for speakers on non-Christian Faiths. 

TEACHING IN THE CHANNEL ISLANDS 
THIS SUMMER 

The English Goals Committee are looking for people to take 
part in a residential teaching project in St. Helier, Jersey, this 
summer. If you would be able to go to the goal town of St. Helier 
for a period of not less than three weeks from May to August 
this year, please contact the secretary , 

Mrs. Patricia Green, 
1534 Stratford Road, 
Hall Green, Birmingham 28. 

You don 't need to be an experienced speaker - all you need is 
the desire to serve the Cause in th is isolated goal town. 
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CHALLENGE TO VICTORY 

GOAL TOWN CONFERENCES - MARCH 1971 

The English Goals Committee felt that it would be of benefit to 
the British Community to hold during the Fast conferences in 
two of the goal towns where there has been an upsurge in 
activity and teaching and where there had been a number of 
declarations. 

The reason for holding the conferences during the Fast was to 
enable the friends to draw upon the vast spiritual resources of 
the Fast and to meet together in loving Baha'I fellowship, con­
verting these spiritual resources into valiant actions for the 
enlistment of unprecedented numbers of believers into the Cause 
of God and to the achievement of the goals of the Nine Year Plan . 

SHREWSBURY 

The firsi: confere nce was held in the goal town of Shrewsbury on 
6/7 March and, in spite of the fact that the postal strike had made 
it very difficult to pub li cise the event, about forty Baha'Is 
gathered at the Abbey Gardens Hotel at 2 p.m. on the Saturday. 
The conference was opened officially by the chairman, Mrs. Betty 
Goode, and the first talk was given by Board Member Mary 
Kouchek zadeh on the subject of ' Achieving th e Goals'. The 
friends from St. Au stel l then gave a most interesting session 
which included a display and slides on 'Our Goal Town ' which 
gave us an insight into teaching the Faith in a goal town. Just 
be fore seven we met for prayers before breaking the Fast and it 
was truly wonderful to share, first the prayers, and then our 
thoughts on the day's proceedings. 

The evening was given over to singing and merry-making with 
quite a number of local contacts preser.lt. 

The following morning we met for the Dawn Prayer before 
break fast and fou nd it a wonderful experience - we have so 
little time actually to be together without the pressures of the 
outside world and within twenty-four hours we had begun to 
benefit from close assoc iat ion with our fellow believers and the 
bounty of 'drawing on the vast spiritual resoUrces of the period 
of the Fast .' 

The f irst session on Sunday morning was a slide programme 
compi led by the Universal House of Justice and presented by 
Ted Cardell entitled 'Challenge to Victory', which gave a very 
clear picture of the urgent tasks facing us and showed how all­
embracing is this Faith of ours, giving glimpses of its growth in 
all corners of the world . After a short break, Charles Macdonald 
spoke to us of the present state of the communities in relation to 
the ach ievement of the goals set for R ic;Jvan 1971 and gave a very 

clear picture of what remains to be achieved . Much lively dis­
cussion followed and it was with some difficulty that the friends 
were persuaded to have a break! The last session was given by 
Mary Kouchekzadeh on 'The Local Spiritual Assembly ' who 
spoke beaut ifully to the true meaning of the majesty and great­
nees of this divinely ordained institution, giving a fitting climax 

ROYAL NATIONAL WELSH EISTEDDFOD, BANGOR 

Th is year the Eisteddfod is bei ng held in the goal town of 
Bangor, North Wales , during the first week in August . It is 
necessary for arrangements to be made to man the Baha'i Stand 
and the E ngl .ish Goals Committee would be grateful for any 
offers of assistance, either for the whole week or part of it. For 
further details please contact either the secretary, 

Mrs. Patricia Green , 
1534 Stratford Road, 
Hall Green, Birmingham 28, 

or the secretary of the Welsh Goals Committee, 
Mrs. Nora Maude, 
'Talley' 
Penglais Road , 
Aberystwyth, Cards. 

CORRECTIONS 

The Universal House of Justice has advised us that the 
quotation on Page 4, 'Baha'I Journal' No : 202 beginning 
"The Guardian wrote : 'If it seems essential .... . community 
in attendance'." was not in fact a quotation from the 
Guardian but from the United States National Spiritual 
Assembly. 

No : 203, Page 16, Second Column (Top) should be 
"Ri<;lvan, 1972". 

to a truly exciting and stimulating weekend. We came away with 
our 'batteries recharged' and all the more determined to meet 
the challenge and achieve the victories. 

KENDAL 

The second conference was held in Kendal, whose assembly is 
already assured, on the weekend of March 13/14. 

Shahram Mottahed was an efficient and charming chairman, and 
after he had welcomed the assembled friends everyone settled 
down to listen to a tape prepared by Hand of the Cause William 
Sears and some American Baha'Is on the functions and importance 
of the local Spiritual Assembly. This proved to be a most stimu­
lating experience and the importance of a vigorously functioning 
local assembly was very strongly stressed and the honour of 
serving upon this institution was firmly underlined. 

Ph il ip Hainsworth, representing the National Spiritual A ssembly , 
gave a detailed and illuminating talk on the tasks which face the 
British Community, both at home and overseas. This was followed 
by a talk about the work of the Universal House of Justi ce by 
Marion Hofman, who outlined the immense scope of the work 
of this Supreme Institution and the work undertaken by its 
members. She left everyone with a feeling of great awe and 
gratitude to this wonderful I nstitution and to its members. 

For the older Bah~'(s at the conference the presence of Marion 
and Philip together on a platform gave reminders of the work of 
these two Baha'Is during the Six Year Plan , when even more 
seemingly impossible goals confronted the British Community. 
Goals which were accomplished, as indeed, everyone present felt 
with a rising surge of hopefulness, the goals of the present Plan 
would be achieved . 

After breaking the Fast together the friends gathered once more 
for a social evening, with singing and dancing, a sketch, guitar 
playing and general jail ification . 

Early the following morning the friends gathered for the Dawn 
Prayer and breakfast and the first session was taken by Bahadar 
Haqjoo, who spoke most movingly on 'The F ire of His Love' and 
included in his presentation a large selection of writings which 
were read by other friends. Then came the 'Challenge to Victory' 
consultation, led by the Conference Chairman who was aided by 
a panel of representatives of other towns, including three goal 
towns. At this session, and at other times when there were 
periods for discussion, there was much lively participation and 
fruitful consultation. 

The final talk was given by Marion Hofman, who once more 
inspired us all. She laid particular stress upon the work being 
done by the youth in America and left us all with an urgent 
desire to go forward and work even harder for this Faith we all 
love so well . 

HAZIRATU'L-QUDS, DUBLIN 

Due to the pioneer move of John and Val Morley to Cork 
there is a need for a couple or an individual to live in the 
Haz(ratu'I-Quds in Dublin as caretaker(s) . 

It has not proved possible to find anyone in the Republic 
of Ireland to fill this need and we are therefore appealing 
to the British Community as a whole for an offer to fulfil 
this important task . 

Please write to : Miss L. Gibson, 
6 Alphonsus Terrace , 
Limerick. 

Goals Committee of the Republic of Ireland 
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