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CONVENTION REPORT

A glow of enthusiasm and joy filled the hearts of the Baha’
fs attending Convention this year — for the first time in many
years all the goals set by the National Assembly — to the number
of twenty local assemblies — had been achieved. Tremendous ef-
forts had been made and a veritable chess game of pioneer moves
had been played at the eleventh hour to ensure that every victory
was achieved; in some places last minute declarations had allowed
pioneers intended for those places to be moved elsewhere, and the
last gap was closed at 4 pm. on 20 April.

Convention was opened by National Assembly Chairman,
John Long, who spoke of the unprecedented number of local
assemblies formed and new believers welcomed into the Faith
during the year, as well as a record number of pioneers, a total
during the year of a hundred. He welcomed Hand of the Cause
Ugo Giachery and his wife, Counsellor Betty Reed and the mem-
bers of the British Auxilliary Board.

After a devotional, the roll was called and Convention Officers
elected as follows: — Chairman — Patrick Green; Secretary —
Charles Macdonald; Vice-Chairman — Philip Hainsworth,

The exciting Supplementary Annual Report was read by the
National Assembly Secretary, this being followed by consult-
ation upon the Annual Report when many questions on the
various committees were answered. Committees were appointed
for the formulation of messages to the Universal House of Justice
and the Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land, and also Hands
of the Cause William Sears and John Robarts from whom messages
had been received.

The Ridvan Message from the Universal House of Justice and
their letter to the British National Assembly dated 4 March were
both read to the Convention.

Then followed an address by Hand of the Cause Ugo Giachery,
who was introduced by Counsellor Betty Reed, during which he
spoke most movingly of Shoghi Effendi and of the great affection
he had held for the British believers — Dr, Giachery told us that
“the Guardian always spoke with a light of joy when he spoke of
the British people’ and admired the incorruptibility of the British
character.Shoghi Effendi himself spared neither effort, time nor
money in the service of the Cause and this is something we should
always remember; every Baha { should help the National Assembly
in their work for the Cause and give them loyalty. Dr. Giachery
also expressed his deep gratitude to all the pioneers who had arisen
and then he gave us the joyous news that he and his wife would be
spending three weeks in Great Britain.

Following the address by Dr. Giachery, Tellers were appointed,
and the election took place while the visitors to Convention sat in
silent prayer, The result, given later during the day, was as follows:
Charles Macdonald, Betty Goode, Adib Taherzadeh, Patrick
Green, John Long, Joe Jameson, Philip Hainsworth, Abbas Afnan,
George Bowers, All ninety-five delegates voted, nineteen by post,
and all voting papers were valid,

AtaNational Assembly meeting held during Convention, the foll-
owing officers were elected:-

Chairman: John Long
Vice-Chairman: Philip Hainsworth
Secretary: Charles Macdonald
Treasurer: Betty Goode
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During the whole of Convention it became very clear that
everyone was aware of the tremendous contribution being made
by the youth at the present time, and of the enormous potential
which lies in the young Bahd'fs. At the same time, expression was
given to the need for complete integration within the Faith so
that older and younger Baha'is could work together for the onward
march of the Faith in this country and elsewhere.

The impressive Youth Spring Conference and the unpreceden-
ted number of youth declarations made there was mentioned on
several occasions and it was felt by everyone that the impetus from
this conference must be encouraged in every way.

In the important consultation which followed the election, the
two letters and the recent cable from the Universal House of
Justice were referred to repeatedly as delegates attempted to
"“exploit opportunities (of the) moment’’ to ““win all outstanding
goals next twelve months”, As the community starts this year
with only a very few believers in most of the goal towns, the
National Assembly was urged to reinforce the weakest places by
early pioneer moves so that vigorous teaching could be established.
Much attention was also given to the measures to be taken to
increase the number of localities, Whilst reference was occasionally
made to the new national teaching committee structure called
for by the Universal House of Justice, no specific recommend-
ations were made and the National Assembly were given no ideas
from the delegates on this subject.

It was generally realised that whilst quick results appeared to have
come in parts of the United States of America and even in Peter-
borough, there had been a great deal of preparation, particularly
amongst those actively participating, and the collective use of
prayer was frequently mentioned. The “highly promising field
(of) youth’ and the ““necessity to devise attractive programmes’’
were also carefully examined.

Counsellor Betty Reed, introducing a session on “Youth and
Mass Teaching”’, spoke of the enthusiasm generated at the Youth
Conference at Namur in Belgium, which had been attended by
150 youth from fifteen countries and at which a two-year youth
campaign had been initiated, and said it was significant that the
first impetus from Namur had come to Peterborough.

She spoke of the Youth Conference being planned for the end of
July and the begmnlng of August in Fiesch in Switzerland, which
'Amatu’l-Bahd Ruh|yy|h Khanum would attend for the first five
days and from which it was planned that teams of youth should
travel through Europe on teaching trips. Such intensive teaching
was envisaged that a conference of a thousand youth was planned
for Christmas, 1971, either in Interlaken or South Germany, and
in the spring or summer of 1972 a conference of two thousand
youth in Northern ltaly.

At the Namur Conference the Youth had given themselves the

following terms of reference:-

1. Far more extensive scattering of the seed;

2. Closer contact with every class of society;

3. Greater dispersal aimed at a rapid multiplication of Baha'i
administrative centres;

4, A greater measure of fortitude, patience and perseverence and
a refusal to lose heart under any circumstances;

5. Focus on ways and means of awakening the interest of the
masses and bringing a greater number of Bahd'fs to the
Cause of Bahé’u'lléh;

6. Each to play his part independently as well as through their
concerted efforts,

Delegates and visitors during a break.
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Hand of the Cause, Dr, Giachery, addressing Convention,

The following points had been noted at the conference from a
letter addressed by the Universal House of Justice to the German
National Assembly:-

1. Baha'is are engaged in a race against time;
2. We need a greater realisation of the power of Baha’
3. Pioneering;

4. a) Greater warmth and enthusiasm, cordial hospitality;

b) Show the truth of the Faith and its joy by the unity of the
friends and a spirit of love and service, aspects better not
described but shown;

5. To take the Faith to:-

a) the poor and uneducated in the slums of the great cities;

b) the farms in the plains and mountains;

c) the youth in schools and universities;

d) the youth working in industry;

e) the increasing number of youth who are disillusioned with
and are against modern society.

Sl
u’llah;

In all these fields we will find many who are ready and
waiting for the Message of Baha'u’llah.

Counsellor Reed finished by saying that the Baha'l community
was an integrated community and was an army of light in dire
combat with the forces of darkness.

Various recommendations followed which referred specifically to
the use of youth and the early appointment of the National
Youth Committee, with a possible consultation with the National
Assembly to launch the new youth work.

NEW APPROACHES TO TEACHING

The Sunday morning sessions started half an hour early with the
showing of a most moving American film called “Its just the
beginning’’ which underlined the happiness of the American
Bahd'{ Youth in their Faith and showed a large number of differ-
ent races against the background of the American Temple and
conferences, at one of which ‘Amatu’l-Baha Rdhi/yyih Khanum
spoke,

During the day, Dr, Giahcery addressed the Convention on a
number of occasions, and he urged us to adopt the motto “Time
is short” in all our teaching,

An expression of deep gratitude was made to Adib Taherzadeh,
for the twenty years of loyal and loving service he had given to
the British community, The formation of the new local assemblies
in Ireland has assured the establishment of the National Assembly
of the Republic of Ireland, and as Adib is a member of the Irish
community he will no longer be eligible for election onto the
British National Assembly and this will be his last Convention in
this country.

Shomais Afnan was asked to speak on her visit to Iran and
brought to the delegates a picture of the great difficulties
experienced by the Persian believers.

""Steady progress and consolidation, devising new approaches to
teaching’’ were the topics of consultation on Sunday morning,
and some far-reaching resolutions were passed.
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The Treasurer presented her report which brought home to all
the delegates the actual position of the Fund, and this was
reflected in some important resolutions, The Treasurer mentioned
that she had opened a Giro account and asked everyone to make
a note of the number:- Giro Account 433014008. This had been
done especially for those people who sent contributions in postal
orders, as the combined cost of postage and poundage was greater
than the Giro fee.

During the lunch break the National Assembly met and elected
officers and announced two important decisions -- firstly that
they would hold their first full meeting on the following week-
end, starting with a Friday evening consultation with Counsellor
Betty Reed, Secondly that the Convention Resolutions would be
given priority at that first meeting.

During the general consultation which followed Sunday lunch-
time, it was realised that the two-day Convention was far too
short adequately to deal with all the agenda items, as well as the
many specific recommendations brought by delegates from their
communities. When a considerable time is also given to important
visitors, the consultative capacity of Convention is further
reduced.

CONVENTION CLOSES WITH HOLY DAY CELEBRATION

It was after the moving readings for the Twelfth Day of Riqva/n
meeting which followed Convention, starting at 5pm, and during
the refreshments which followed, that the pent-up excitement
resulting from victories achieved .and the prospect of greater
victories to come, was given expression when the assembled
Bahd'fs burst into song. Led by guitarists and singers, many Baha'{
songs were sung, with most of the five hundred people present
joining in, At the peak of the gaiety, Convention was thrilled by
the unexpected visit of Rafi and Mildred Mottahedeh, who
brought news of Jamaica and the United States of America.
Amongst other overseas visitors were Baha'fs from Uganda,
Asmara, Italy, Turkey and Japan.

It was perhaps the very delight which people experienced in
meeting each other, often unexpectedly, that contributed one
disturbing element to the proceedings — it appeared to be
impossible to still the noise from the hall outside the main
meeting room, and as people continually came in and went out
during the sessions, even during devotional periods, the delegates
were frequently disturbed. With an average of about seventy
delegates in their seats, about 350 in the main hall and over
sixty in the outside hall, it was only during the final “song
session’’ that nearly all came together,

It was with deep emotion that all the friends quietly listened to
the moving closing words of our respected visiting Hand of the
Cause, which brought a most historic and memorable Convention
to aclose, singing together the Alldh’u’Abha” which was born in
Africa in 1953 and which now seems to be used universally in
such precious moments,

Whilst some remained to attend the youth concert which was
open to the public later in the evening, and which was very
successful, most of the delegates were away back to their
communities by 7pm, resolved to carry to their fellow Baha'ls
their determination to carry out all the wishes of the Universal
House of Justice, give their fullest support to the National
Assembly just elected, “lend full support highly promising field
youth’ and take yet another gigantic stride along the ‘highroad
of their destiny”’,

Telegram from Convention to the Hands of the Cause in the
Holy Land.

BRITISH COMMUNITY INSPIRED SERVICE EXAMPLE
SACRIFICE GREATLY LOVED HANDS OF CAUSE
CONVENTION ENRICHED PRESENCE HAND UGO
GIACHERY MRS GIACHERY COUNSELLOR BETTY REED
FIVE BOARD MEMBERS FEEL PRESENT DEVELOPMENT
DIRECTLY RESULTING INCREASED PRAYER DEVOTION
INSTIGATED HAND JOHN ROBARTS ENTHUSIASTICALLY
SUPPORTING COUNSELLORS PLAN EUROPEAN YOUTH
DEEPLY AWARE EFFECT YOUR PRAYERS HOLY SHRINES
ENTIRE COMMUNITY SENDS GRATITUDE LOVE

7 7/
BRITISH BAHA’l COMMUNITY
Telegram from the Hands of the Cause in the Holy Land in reply:-

GRATEFUL DEEPLY MOVED CONTENTS MESSAGE
CONVENTION HELD PRESENCE HAND CAUSE COUNSEL—
LOR BOARD MEMBERS STOP CONFIDENT INDOMITABLE
SPIRIT FIRM RESOLVE BRITISH COMMUNITY WILL AS
ALWAYS BRING FINAL VICTORY PLAN ASSURE ARDENT
PRAYERS SHRINES LOVING GREETINGS

HANDS FAITH



Page Eight

May 1971

CONVENTION PRELUDE

News from all over the world indicated that this year’s convention would report massive victories. Here are a few such items.

BELGIUM

““Over 150 youth all European countries gathered Namur. Greatly
inspired message. Aware imminence mass conversion. Pledge
support two year youth campaign. Blessed presence guidance 3
Counsellors. Spirit unity Conference generating strength all
present. Youth galvanized win victories preparation Fiesch. Con-
fident achieving December 71 summer 72 goals..."”

BOLIVIA

In the one year preceding the momentous Continental Con-
ference for South America the entire Bahd'{ population of South
America was doubled. Thirty thousand new believers entered the
Faith during that historic year, equaling the number of believers
enrolled during the fifty previous years since the Faith was first
brought to that continent.

COLOMBIA

A believer in Colombia wrote, ““Here in Barranguilla we have
been experiencing something that a few months ago would have
seemed practically impossible. There are almost 1,000 Baha'(s
here now! In the area, including Santa Marta and the other areas
nearby there are more than 1,000! This amazing growth is so
exciting and we are all so stimulated by it — The Divine Power
pouring out all over the earth is creating an atmosphere of
acceptance and comprehension on the part of the people every-
where, it seems. Today, 118 people became Bahd'(s in an area
of three or four blocks! Next Ridvan five new Assemblies will be
formed in this area and a large group is going out into the
Guajira at that time to help with the formation of 120 Assem-
blies on the Colombian side of the Guajira. Last year there were
57. In the Southwestern area of Colombia, there are 2,700 in
Tumaco, a fishing and cannery town on the Pacific! Most of
these entered the Faith during 15 days in December.

“_..It does seem to me that the time ‘Abdu’l-Bahd spoke of when
the people would come into the Faith in troops is here, or cer-
tainly on its way. In all the years that | have been here, working
with one, two, or at the most, three people; teaching, talking and
in general doing everything possible to interest them — this
experience of seeing hundreds enter in a couple of hours is some-
thing which has to be seen to be believed! It is the most marvell—
ous experience there is, bar none."”

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

The Hand of the Cause of God Enoch Olinga visited the Domini-
can Republic in August. Following that visit the spirit of love
and dedication among the believers has led them to double their
numbers. People of all backgrounds have enrolled under the
banner of the Blessed Perfection, the majority of them youth.

JAMAICA

““Hasten share news just received result mass teaching team sent
Jamaica from United States. Quote historic beginning mass ex-
pansion consolidation St. Elizabeth Parish Blackriver. Over 100
new Baha’(s two days,teaching...”

"Mass teachers enrolled 200 believers in four days Black River.
Overjoyed..."”

“Teaching campaign Jamaica gathers momentum. Effected over
300 declarations. Visiting team invited present Faith March 22nd
to Religious conference concerned about reducing number
Christians..."”

“*According latest report six hundred declarations in Jamaica,
including twenty-eight Maroons, descendants slaves who retained
freedom during early period slavery by fierce rebellion and have
maintained ‘to date zealously guarded isolated communities
several parts island. Declarations Maroons occurred place visited
by the Hand Cause Olinga."”

*...Thrilled news brought fresh from Jamaica...Enrollment over
700 enthusiastic eager believers. Particularly impressed their
serious sense purpose, their own insistence upon needs for
deepening...”

MAURITIUS

“Twentysix communities. One hundred seven youth present
second National Youth Conference. Read message Universal
House of Justice. Animated consultation. Rededication accom-
plishment Nine Year Plan goals..."”

UNITED STATES

‘*...Statistics homefront assure us at least 130 new Assemblies at
F(i(jva’n and additional 100 if groups between 7 and 8 adults can
immediately increase their numbers. Youth films just accepted as
religious documentary entry finals American Film Festival..."”

VIETNAM

“The Stieng new minority group Cambodian border Bihhlong
Province joining Faith by hundreds. Expecting thousands new
Baha's in this Province before Ridvan.”

Visitors to Convention
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