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NEWS FROM THE COMMITTEES

AYLESBURY: The Local Spiritual Assembly organised a social
evening which included a fascinating slide show given by Robin
Moore. He showed us pictures of inhabitants of various countries
and their different religions, pointing out that the basis of all
major religions is in reality one.

Bahd'i'songs led by Minou and Martin Cortazi were sung after the
refreshments. The seven non-Baha’is included four youth, who all
expressed their gratitude for having been invited to ‘‘such a won-
derful evening””. One of the youth confessed that she had sung so
many Baha'i songs at home that the patience of her parents had
been quite exhausted.

BRENT: In mid September the Brent Baha"i/community again
took a Stand at the annual Brent Horticultural Show (said to be
the largest of its kind in London). This is the fifth consecutive
year we have taken part and our display consisted of posters de-
picting the basic facts of the Faith simply and clearly. We had an
attractive vase of fresh gladioli and a white cardboard model of a
nine-sided structure to represent the basic concept of a Baha'{
temple. We gave pamphlets to anyone interested, but not the
least valuable aspect of this annual activity is the contact we have
with members of other organisations who have taken Stands and
whose aims are often compatible with those of the Faith. And of
course we become better known year by year to the local auth-
ority officials and to the show visitors, who come to know more
about us and what we stand for.

Earlier in the year, the Brent Assembly decided to help in foster-
ing activity in the neighbouring Borough of Harrow with a view
to bringing it to Assembly status. The first public meeting ever
held in that Borough took place on the 20 July in the VVagabonds
Hall, Pinner, and another public meeting in the same Hall has
been arranged for the 1 October. A Proclamation Book has been
presented to the Lady Mayor of Harrow, and one of the Harrow
friends is holding regular fireside meetings and study classes in
her home. Brent Assembly feels that if support with both finance
and man-power can be given by an Assembly area to a nearby
area where just one or two Baha'is reside, this can result in an
upsurge of activity which would not otherwise have been possible.
Very good publicity in the local paper has been achieved and so
very many more Harrow residents must know about the Faith
than did two months ago. The communities of both Brent and
Harrow are very happy with the progress of this joint enterprise.

CHESTER: The recently held survey was most successful and
the community would like to extend its grateful thanks to all
who helped. We were able to gain publicity in local newspapers
concerning the survey, and one newspaper even printed the re-
sults and asked for more information about the Baha'i commun-
ity. Saturday proved to be a good day for a survey of this kind as
a good cross section of the people visit the town centre. The one
day school, which was held on the next day, was equally success-
ful, with excellent talks and a much appreciated slide show with
a pre-recorded commentary. The day closed with a forum of
speakers drawn from every walk of life who gave short talks on
how the Faith had affected their lives.

EDINBURGH: By officially organising the one day school, held
on 26 September through the University Bahd'i Group we were
able to hold it in the University’s Chaplaincy Centre, a most
pleasant hall with a lounge, kitchen, etc., adjoining, and in a
central position in the city. The chaplain and his staff were most
helpful, while the new international chaplain and his wife attend-
ed for part of the day.

First Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Hamilton.
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First Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'is of Kendal: Left to right,
standing: Jim Walker, Joe Foster, Phoebe Brown, Lucy Hall,
Madeleine Hellaby, Bill Hellaby, seated: Edith Walker, Vera
Simons, Dorothy Foster.

The morning session was devoted to ‘“Mysticism in the Baha'i’
Faith”’, and was attended by some fifty Baha'is and contacts.
In the afternoon we showed the film “It’s just the Beginning”, to
an audience of approximately sixty, about one-third of them
non-Baha'is. In the evening the Audio Visual Centre’s slide pro-
gramme of ““Carmel — The Mountain of God’* was shown.

The School was very well supported by Baha |s from neighbour-
ing communities, and two of the non- -Baha’i members of the party
from Motherwell declared before the day was over. Our own
circle of contacts increased significantly and firesides will be the
more interesting in future, while the excellent relations formed,
with the new University Chaplain bode well for the future Baha'i
activities within the University.

GUERNSEY: At last real contact has been made with Guernsey
people, who are notably difficult to approach as they are very
mixed and fight to preserve their identity. Talks and a slide show
provided an excellent response and provoked questions of all sorts,
The Senior family, pioneer family to Guernsey, and Prudence
George, who pioneered there eight years ago, were thrilled by
this new opening and have great hopes for future teaching work.

KIRKWALL: A very successful weekend school was held at the
end of September and attended by visitors from far afield. A
slide show was attended by a number of youth from the local
youth hostel, who afterwards dispersed to several homes for
further discussion. During July and August several youth from
Dundee and London came to Orkney on a project and amongst
other things helped to whitewash the centre! Two other youth
spent three days on the island of Sanday trying to interest a
group of young people in the Faith; a talk was also glven at the
local school. Eight ministers have now received Baha'i books as a
result of personal visits from Baha'i is.

LEICESTER: The Leicester friends most regretfully announce
the closing of their centre.

LIVERPOOL: The community has embarked upon an ambitious
proclamation programme whlch began on 4 October and contin-
ues until the Birthday of Baha'u’llah. It consists of talks, coffee
evenings, films, slide shows, socials, musical evenings and a youth
forum. During the course of this period, the Lord Mayor has
agreed to accept the book ““The Proclamation of Baha'u’llah”.

MANCHESTER: The Bah4'i commumty parthlpated in an exhi-
bition at Platt-Field Park Flower Show. The Baha'i community
had their own stand for three days and exhibited a model of the
Shrine of the Bab made of 1400 white carnations. On the back of
the stand some of the Bahg'i'principles were exhibited surround-
ed again by carnations.

It was a huge success, both in the presentation of the Faith to the
public at large and from a publicity point of view. Some definite
contacts were made and all together 1900 pamphlets and leaflets
were given out to people who really stood still to admire the
stand.

The Shrine itself and the principles dlsplayed behind it was also
the opportunity for most of the Bahd'i fnends to start a conver-
sation with the public and so introduce them to the Baha'i Faith.
It was noticed, for instance, that the mention of Mount Carmel
aroused people’s curiosity.

Interesting questions were asked varying from every-day life
topics to the explanation of the oneness of religion.
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The model of the Shrine of the Ba/b, made with carnations,
displayed in Manchester.

The Manchester Bahé’i’community offers all the material used in
making this stand to those friends who wish to borrow it for
teaching purposes. We are eagerly waiting for next year s oppor-
tunity to promote and introduce the Teachings of Baha'u'll4h to
the public in such a dignified manner.

NORTH BERWICK: A youth project in the town has stimulated
the teaching here and great efforts have been made by prayer,
including the repeating five hundred times of the “Remover of
Difficulties”” and a walk around the outskirts of the town with
three Edinburgh Bahd’ IS saying this same prayer. From the St.
Andrews summer school a number of families returned ho’m/e
through the town and were happily received by the Baha'is.
Friends from Newecastle supported us by attending the Tartan
Fair, where we had permission to display posters and attracted
some notice when the fair was over by singing Baha'i songs As a
result of this we were invited to attend a Christian prayer meeting
that evening. The community has recently been reinforced by
the arrival of a family of Persian pioneers, which is a great bounty.
The community would be most grateful for visits from friends
passing through.

RYDE: The young Baha/’ig of Poole and Bournemouth arranged
a weekend in Ryde, which has grown from one weekend into the
spearhead of two months intensive activity. Far from being dis-
couraged at the fact that one of their speakers was unavoidably
delayed and the other two had to cancel their talks, the youth
went ahead and arranged a new programme so smoothly that only
the “back-room boys’’ were aware that it was almost impromptu,
They organised and took part in talks, slide shows, music, songs
and other entertainment, and also went around the town to meet
people, Their hard work resulted in a very happy weekend, and
the 1.0.W. Baha'is are delighted at this wonderful start to the
winter programme which has already brought two declarations
and four new seekers.
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The host community organised a ‘‘soup kitchen”, serving simple
meals at cost price, which, judging by the turnover, were very
welcome, and saved precious time searching for meals. We plan
to do it again for the expected invasion of helpers, from October
23 to November 8, when we are to have mass teaching beginning
with a week-end school.

Young people are urgently needed for teaching in this project and
to help with the Dawnbreaker show. On November 12 there will
be a party to celebrate the Birthday of Bah4'u’lldh. Accommoda-
tion will be easily available and further details may be obtained
from Bill Barry, 25 Dover Street, Ryde, Isle of Wight.

ST. NEOTS: Following the success of the picnics at Manor Farm,
Great Paxton, the idea of an action camp was born. A tremen-
dous spirit of happiness prevailed right through the camp, even
when a gale force wind challenged the tents! There were 110
under canvas, drawn from many English communities and from
overseas. Many others came daily from surrounding areas to
attend the devotions, talks and deepening sessions. The annual
carnival week at St. Neots provided opportunity for press and
poster publicity for our activities. The community hall was book-
ed for a twice daily showing of the film “’Its just the beginning”’,
followed by a mime and singing of Bahd'i’ songs with guitar
accompaniment. Visitors were invited back to the camp to join
us for a meal and a social evening in the huge barn which ingen-
uity and hard work had transformed into a meeting room where
over 170 people were warmly received on one evening. For many
present it was their first experience of the power of love at such
a Baha/’i’gathering. The weekend brought thirteen declarations.
Heartfelt thanks go to Ted and Alicia Cardell for providing their
farm as the base for this wonderful action camp. Follow-up
activity includes children’s classes after school, adult classes in
the evening and deepening on Sundays — there have subsequently
been two further declarations.

SHEFFIELD: A weekend school is arranged for October 29, 30
and 31 to be held at Vestry Hall, Cemetery Road. On Saturday
evening there will be a film and colour slides shown and also
dancing. The first twenty youth to arrive (with sleeping bags)
will be given free accommodation. Please come and help to wake
up the city!

SOUTHPORT: There is to be a Youth Weekend on October 30/31
at 9 Scarisbrick Street (off London Street opposite entrance to
main railway station), starting on Saturday at 2.30 pm and on
Sunday at 10.30 am to 5 pm. There will be a social and a showing
of the film ““Its just the beginning’’ on Saturday evening.

Limited floor space is available for those with sleeping hags.
Please come and give us your support.

WINCHESTER: Weekly firesides, public meetings, advertisements
and quotations in the daily press having brought no apparent re-
sults, it was decided to undertake extension teaching in neigh-
bouring towns, including Southampton, still with no apparent
result, It was then agreed to hold prayer meetings every Sunday.
At the suggestion of Hand of the Cause, John Robarts, we under-
took the repeating five hundred times of the ‘’‘Remover of
Difficulties’’. Since that time there have been thirteen declara-
tions and we feel that this is a proof of the power of prayer.

One of the sessions at the Manor Farm Action Camp, held in a
barn cleared of tractors for the purpose and decorated with
posters from Israel and Iran. Peak attendance was 170.
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TREASURER’S REPORT
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE No. 1 A/C.
June 16 — September 16 1971 (inclusive)

INCOME EXPENDITURE
Donations :— National Spiritual Assembly
LSA’s and Groups £ 2111.35 206.46
Individuals 4886.04 Office 1776.73
Telephone and Cables 142.37
6997.39 Post, Lit., Stationery 366.37
Less payments against covenants 407.57 Journal 397.00
Audit 166.50
6589.82 Extraordinary 166.97
Interest and Dividends 563.92 N; E: 232.03
(ORC (0 1064.93
Other sources: — Pioneer Committee 364.00
Sale of Photographs of ‘Abdu’l Baha” 13.15 Proclamation Committee 180.53
N. Y. C. 401.16
N.T.C.R.I. 13.00
N.Y.C.R. I - -
Other Committees 16.46
H. Q. * 305.37
H. Q. Dublin - =
Sundry 34.96
Income over expenditure 1332.05
f 7166.89 £ 7166.89
DONATIONS Budget f 25665.00
To date £12139.82

Local Spiritual Assemblies and Groups Contributing to the Fund
16 June — 16 September

Aberystwyth, Aylesbury Youth, Barnet, Bath, Bedford, Belfast, Birmingham, Blackpool, Bournemouth, Bradford, Brent, Bristol, Burnley,
Cambridge, Camden, Carlisle, Canterbury, Cardiff, Castlereagh, Cheadle & Gately, Chelmsford, Chester, Cork, Craigavon, Croydon, Dublin,
Dumbarton, Dundee, Durham, Ealing, Eccles, Edinburgh, Epsom & Ewell, Epsom & Ewell Children, Exeter, Famagusta, Glasgow, Hamilton,
Hammersmith, Haringay, Hereford, Hove, Hounslow, Inverness, Ipswich, Jersey, Kendal, Kensington & Chelsea, Kirkwall, Lambeth, Leeds,
Leicester, Limerick, Lincoln, Liverpool, Londonderry, Manchester, Motherwell, Nelson, Newport, Nottingham, Oakham, Oxford, Pontypridd,
Poole, Portsmouth, Reading, Richmond, Ryde, Sheffield, Southport, St. Austell, St. Neots, Shrewsbury, Southampton, Stornoway, Stafford,
Swinton, Richmond, Torbay, Wandsworth, Watford, Winchester, Wokingham R.D., York.

It is possible that other LSAs and Groups have made contributions, but if the treasurer of the community does not state clearly that it is not
personal donation it is not possible for the National Treasurer to know. This applies equally to all methods of donating.

Wonderful Response

There has been a truly wonderful response to the appeal for increased contributions to the Fund and it will be seen from the report above that
donations totalled £6590. This means that this quarter we reached our target towards the budget set for this year (last quarter we were down
by about £1000). Our very warm thanks to all the Spiritual Assemblies, groups, youth, children and the many individuals who sent precious
donations and special thanks to the friends who sent contributions directly to the National Fund for the first time. There has been an increase
in those friends who have made direct contributions — a step towards ‘‘universal participation’’. We send also, our special thanks to the response
made by the friends at Regional Conferences, special gatherings and summer schools to the direct appeals made by the Treasurer,

The National Giro Account (despite the many rumours that it will close down) flourishes and so far since we started this in May it has yielded
nearly £500. These contributions are mainly small ones and this goes to prove how the words of the Universal House of Justice are coming true
when they told us how, when little drops of water come together, they form a mighty ocean. At present we have a fair sized lake; let us make it
a really mighty ocean!

FIRESIDES AND PUBLIC MEETINGS

BARNET Mr and Mrs Appa, 14a Northumberland Road, New Barnet Fireside Monday 8 p.m.
CARDIFF Mr and Mrs Ramez Delpak, 24 Padarn Close, Lakeside CF26ER

Telephone Cardiff 758180 Fireside Tuesdays 8.30 p.m.
LEEDS Leeds Council of Social Service, 186 Woodhouse Lane, Leeds 2 Public Meetings Second and Fourth

Thursdays 7.45 p.m.
Firesides as before. ursday 5 p

NORTHAMPTON Mr and Mrs Taghighi, 9 Thorpeville, Kettering Road North Fireside Fridays 8 p.m.

READING 85 Christchurch Road Fireside Mondays 8 p.m.
84 Waverly Road Fireside Wednesdays 8 p.m.

STRETFORD Mr and Mrs G. Grant, 39 Barkeley Avenue, (Telephone 061-865-1715) Fireside Monday 8 p.m.

YORK Public meetings discontinued; firesides as before.
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