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Recognise this old friend?

Modified and revised
for mass teaching.

Price £1 per hundred — Send money with order to:—

Mr. S. Kouchekzadeh
2 Hastoe Park
Aylesbury, Bucks.
Tel: 0296 - 84066

YOUTH WINTER SCHOOL 1971
ISLE OF WIGHT

Report by Farhad Firoozmand

From the very start it promised to be a Winter School with a
difference. For the first time in several years we had broken from
the traditional bonds of York Youth Hostel and had moved to
the larger and better equipped Winchester House on the beautiful
Isle of Wight. The theme of the School was ““universal Participa-
tion’’ and during a general consultation at its beginning, the theme
was put into practice by allocating various responsibilities for
running the school to the youth present. As a whole about seventy
people attended the school.

The programme was designed to deepen the participants in the
major aspects of the Faith and at the same time utilise the man-
power present for extensive teaching work. The mornings were
taken up by deepening sessions and the combination of youth
and adult speakers made very interesting contributions.

After an early consultation, plans were made for systematic teach-
ing in the island. Every afternoon groups of youth equipped with
maps and leaflets converged upon Ryde, Shanklin, Sandown and
the surrounding villages and invited the general public to the
three main teaching events of the week. These were to be a
public meeting in Ryde Town Hall, a big show in the Ryde
Pavilion and a show in a school in Shanklin. All these events
passed successfully with avery good public talk and two excellent
performances of the show, resulting in five mature youth be-
coming Baha is. These declarations were very welcome, since the
local Baha'is tell us that one declaration on the island is equiv-
alent to fifty on the mainland. During the mass teaching effort, a
total of about 5,000 handouts and posters giving information
about the Faith were given out and the activities were supported
by a twenty-four hour prayer rota. A cable was sent to and a
reply received from the Universal House of Justice, which greatly
encouraged everyone in their efforts.

Apart from those taken up by the public meeting and shows,
the evenings were spent in informal deepening and social activi-
ties. Everyone was overjoyed when one evening two of the new,
Baha'is on the island who were married underwent a Baha'i
Marriage Ceremony.

During the whole of our enjoyable stay at Winchester House, the
warden and his wife were extremely friendly and showed the
utmost co-operation. We would like to thank them, our chair-
man and everyone who helped in any way to make the school
the success that it was. Finally we would like to express our
deep appreCIatlon for the help and support which the local Isle
of Wight Baha’ is gave throughout the school.
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SALZBURG YOUTH CONFERENCE.
Report by Adam Thorne, December 1971,

Another exciting phase of the Two-Year Youth Campaign evolved
with the second Youth Conference called by the Board of Coun-
sellors for Europe. The city of Salzburg was the most attractive
setting for this aus/pmous gathering. The Conference, rallying
point for the Baha'i Youth, was blessed by the presence of two
Hands of the Cause of God namely, Dr. Adelbert Muhlschlegel
and Mr. Enoch Olinga. At least 600 Youth from over thirty
countries attended the opening session when the Vice-Burgher-
master of Salzburg spoke briefly. Even those who could not
understand German shared his warm greetings.

The first talk was devoted to the subject of Mass Taaching.
Mr. Olinga stressed important points for those who would later
go Mass Teaching in the area:
1. Our intention or motive must be pure.
2. Have complete trust and reliance on Baha'u’llah and be willing
instruments for His service.
3. We must sacrifice our human qualities for more perfect Divine
qualities.
4. We must allow our hearts to be the focal centre for thelove of
Baha'u’llah.
The Youth were arranged into mass teaching groups at registra-
tion with Bahd'is speaking German, French, English and Italian
working in unity in each group. Forty five teams boldly set off
to proclaim the healing Message of Baha’u’lldh to ‘‘all who have
ears to hear’’. By late afternoon, starry-eyed group leaders
excitedly reported new enrolments and very favourable response.
Many felt this long-dormant continent was stirring at last. Teams
travelled to Germany and to villages in Austria by car or train.
One German couple who expressed a keen mterest offered a con-
tribution. When it was explained only Baha'is may give, they en-
rolled, then gave their contribution! All were invited to the
Proclamation Entertainment_in the Congress Hall. This was
serious business for the Baha'is, who wanted clearly to demon-
strate that unity and love really did work. The lItalian Dawn-
breakers sang with such spontaneous joy and the Austrian Dawn-
breakers’ harmony and feeling touched many hearts.

At the Unity Feast, the Hands of the Cause spoke on the signifi-
cance of the Feast and the importance of Youth participation.
Mr. Enoch Olinga raised the spmtual temperature sky-high when
he sang an African song and ‘Allah’u’Abha’, He warmed the
hearts of all present and showed that feeling of joy so much
needed today. Each evening resulted in many enrolments. It was
comforting to find a steady stream of new Baha'is who could
then attend further sessions and start their spiritual deepening.

Recalling the Universal House of Justice’s advice that “the more
you understand the purpose of Baha'u’llah... the greater will be
your success,’’ Muhlschlegel gave a scholarly talk on the real-
isation of the WiH of God in this age, the renewed love for God
that must be shown and the World Order destined to manifest
this love to the world. Counsellor Anneliese Bopp, whilst explain-
ing the or|g|n of the Two-Year Campaign, pointed out that the
earlier Bah3'i Teaching was characterised by individuals, (e.g.
Martha Root, Mother and Father Dunn, Effie Baker), now is the
time to work in groups. The campaign has introduced a new
teaching method into Europe. As the Unuversal _House said in its
message to the Youth at Fiesch: “That Baha'i” Youth are fully
capable of meeting the challenge which evolution has placed be-
fore them has already been demonstrated’’. These heartening
messages amid exciting reports of enrolments from various
countries instilled an immense feeling of confidence, joy and
thankfulness. There was the obvious question; ““Where do we
teach? Who do we teach?’’, We must teach the poor and working
classes, the minority groups and those rebelling against society.

A most exciting moment came when Eileen Norman, secretary of
the American International Goals Committee, told of the 100 -
150 American Youth who will come to Europe this summer to
help achieve the goals. She so lovingly conveyed the sense of de-
votion and breadth of vision of the American Youth by saying:
‘“We need you — because without the co-operation, the assistance
and in many cases the leadership of the European Youth — we
will not have the success we hope for’’.

The second message sent to the Universal House of Justice
summed up the feeling at that time:

TOTAL REGISTRATION 800 ENROLMENTS 111 DEPART
DETERMINED WIN REMAINING GOALS DURING SUMMER.
Through the guidance of the Hands and the Counsellors the
Youth left Salzburg having gained a more profound sense of
unity, a solid conviction in the power of Baha'u’llah’s Revela-
tion and an unshakable determination to surge forward and com-
plete, even surpass the goals of the Nine Year Plan.

Speakers at the World Religion Day meet/ng held in Edinburgh:—
from left — John More Nesbett (Baha’i), Rev. Gordon Simpson
(Christian) and Rabbi J. Weinberg (Jewish).
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‘ABDU’L-BAHA. THE CENTRE OF THE COVENANT OF BAHA/'U'LLKH
By H. M. Balyuzi

Review by Richard Backwell

A truly definitive biography of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd will never be poss-
ible. Nobody can compass His full range of qualities, perfections
and activities. He was unique, the Mystery of God, and will always
be unique, and as Mr Balyuzi writes, “Every event in the life of
the Son of Baha'u’lldh carries a major accent.’

Yet Mr. Balyuzi has achieved in his book the nearest approxima-
tion we are ever likely to get. Indeed, in some respects perhaps,
he achieves more than a definitive biography, in that while quot-
ing aptly and extensively from sources at present inaccessible to
most readers, he does it in such a way as to imbue those readers
with a thirst for more. HIS/bOOk thus becomes an organic addition
to the range of Bah&'i” literature. Furthermore, he provudes
numerous abbreviated accounts of stories of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd in a
way that makes us want to refresh our memories through turn-
ing back where we may to the books from which he derived them.
His own relationship with the Martyr Herald of the Faith and
connection, direct or through his father, with so many of the
great figures of the Faith provide many unusual grace-notes and
a sense of contact not open to many.

Few indeed too from Persia are so well qualified, not only by re-
lationship and contact but by mastery of Persian, Arabic and
English, to present an account of such a life in a way so balanced
and so well suited to English speaking readers.

A book that has been over thirty years in the making is a book
well founded and substantial, and of scholarly precision. That it
has some 500 pages, several appendices, very useful notes and an
excellent index is the fruit of that making. That there are up-
wards of 600 different people mentioned at least once, many of
them on numerous occasions, indicates that the book teems with
life. That there are sixty quotations many of them extenswe
from ”Promulgatlon of Universal Peace several from Abdu’l-
Bahd in London.” ‘more again from“ Abdu I-Bahd in America”’
over twenty from the American periodical ‘‘Star of the West”
and almost as many from M. M Zarqani, the Persian secretary
and diarist during ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s tours of the West, indicates our
author’s generosity and thoughtfulness.

The book is written in three more or less equal parts, titled
respectively: “Youth, Imprisonment and Freedom®, “America
from Coast to Coast’’, "Europe and the Closing Years.”

The visits to the United States and Canada, and to a lesser extent
Europe and Egypt fulfil the prophecy of Matt. 24: 27:—.

“For as the lightning cometh out of the East, and shineth even
unto the West; so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be.""

Both because of their importance and because the.sources are both
plentiful and reliable, Mr. Balyuzi treats these visits almost on a
day to day basis, so that for the first time we are enabled to
visualise to some degree the magnitude of the achievement. It
was a stupendous effort for any person of whatever condition or
rank. It involved an unforced and unstructured degree of success
in the public relations field that could not have been matched
even by present day sophisticated experts in public relations. For
a man who had spent all but nine years of His life in exile and
forty of his first sixty-seven years under sentence of incarceration
even if not actually imprisoned for more than half that time — in
the modern jargon “‘interned without trial’”” — and for one who
suffered as He did when young from tuberculosis and the severe
cold of the first-exile from Tehran to Baghdad, not to mention
the stresses and strains of antagonisms of even near relatives,
both to His beloved Father while He was alive and to Himself as
appointed Centre of the Covenant — the achievement deserves
description as a miracle, perhaps the greatest miracle of this
century.

Small wonder that His western travels occupy more than half the
book even though they spanned only some four of the seventy-
seven years of His life.

We are given insight into ‘Abdu'I-Baha”s personal difficulties in a
new way, we learn of His insomnia and not infrequent ill health
in later years and we are told much of the desperate strain im-
posed by the intrigues and machinations of the Covenant Break-

ers. Yet we are left with a final satisfaction such as can only be.

given by a fully balanced life with all the positive attributes, not
least the warmly human ones, markedly accentuated in their
appropriate turn. We are left to feel that, as with His glorious
Father, He had done all that could be done by one man in His
allotted life span. Of how many people in history can this be
truly said?

Certain particular events stand out in the memory of the reviewer.

The account (pp 26-7) of Baha'u ‘llAh in Baghdad coffee shops
and later 'Abdu’l-Bahd in coffee shops both in Baghdad and in
Adrianople teaching the Cause to those who would listen gives a
fresh flavour to one’s own activities in similar environments;
His perfect mastery of the situation when meeting the wealthy
and distinguished guests invited to meet Him in New Hampshire
where He told them how He and His family had survived the des-
perate plight of imprisonment in the Akka Barracks, through the
daily therapeutic use of humour (pp 21 - 2); the deeply moving
story of the response of Thomas Breakwell, the first English
bellever and his extraordinarily close spiritual link with ‘Abdu’l-

Baha, his pilgrimage, his painful passing and the Master s excep-

tional tribute (pp 74f); the account of ‘Abdu’l- Baha at long last
laying the Bab to rest in the place specified by Baha'u’llah Him-
self on Mount Carmel (pp 127f); the perfection of His beautifully
balanced yet brief and comprehensive address in the City Temple
in London to His first public audience in the West (pp 140f);
His foresight in encouraging grain harvests in Palestine during the
war and safeguarding the food against dire need, for which he
was accorded and accepted a K.B.E. from a “just king"' (pp 418f);
His utter calm both when threatened by the Turkish Commission
of Enquiry (pp 117f) and while awaiting the arrival of General
Allenby’s army, though still under threat from Jamal Pasha of
banishment or crucifixion (pp 425f); His funeral (p 452f)
attended by 10,000 of all ranks and conditions of men. European
and Middle Eastern, Jews, Christians, Arabs, Druces etc., an event
unparalleled before or since in the Holy Land.

Mr. Balyuzi has now acquired that invaluable ability, which few
writers ever really master, to express himself in flexible language,
always varied and always couched in short sentences. Conse-
quently one reads his book eagerly and easily.

The whole account of that greatest of all human souls, like a
meal from a good roast, leaves one with the feeling that one has
eaten well but that there is plenty more where it came from and
there are parts to which we each will frequently return.

This is a great book about the greatest figure of the twentieth
century. It should be read by all Baha'is who are at home in the
English language. It is so well written that many others, as yet
ignorant of the Faith itself, would find it a more acceptable book
to treat as a bedside companion or as a biography for making the
acquaintance of One so wholly matchless in the annals of
mankind.

OBITUARY LIST

The following Bah4'is are known to have passed away during
the last two years:—

Mr. Louis Harrowell December 1970
Mrs. Hetty Engelsman Date not known

Mr. Jack Pullen 5 September 1971
Dr. Rosey Poole 30 September 1971
Mrs. Lavinia Bennett 17 November 1971
Mr. Najat Kamranpour November 1971
Mrs. Geraldine Cooper 9 November 1971
Miss Joy Savage 10 December 1971
Miss Mabel Joseph 30 December 1971
Mr. Jamshid Kouchekzadeh 30 December 1971
Mr. Len Lewis (Hong Kong) January 1972
Mr. James Robertson 6 February 1972
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LIFEBLOOD OF THE CAUSE
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CONCEPT
THE EARTH
ONE

Another new teaching aid

The card reproduced in full size above, carrying on the reverse
side some principles and a space for your address, has been printed
in large quantities. The same “logo”, or design, will be followed
through in posters, bus advertisements etc so that wherever thls
design is seen it will link the publics mind with the name Baha'i’

40p per 100, 4p for 10, Why not order them by the thousand?

From the Sales Committee: —
Mr. John Reeve,

44 Highbank,

Westdene,

Brighton.

Sep.

Oct.

Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mch.

Spiritual Assemblies and Groups who have contributed to the
Fund. 25 November — 25 January.

Aberdeen, Aberystwyth, Aylesbury, Aylesbury Youth, Bangor
(N. lreland), Bangor (Wales), Barnet, Belfast, Birmingham,
Blackpool, Bournemouth, Bovington, Bradford, Brent, Burnley,
Cambridge, Camden, Carlisle, Canterbury, Cardiff, Cheadle &
Gately, Chelmsford, Chester, Cork, Croydon, Dublin, Dumbarton,
Dundee, Dunlaoghaire, Durham, Ealing, Eccles, Edinburgh,
Epsom, Exeter, Fleet, Hamilton, Haringay, Havant, Havering,
Hereford, Hindley, Hove, Hounslow, Inverness, Jersey, Kendal,
Kendal Youth, Kirkwall, Larne R.D., Leeds, Leicester, Lerwick,
Limmerick, Liverpool, Londonderry, Malta, Manchester, Mother-
well, Newmarket, Norwich, Oakham, Oxford, Poole, Portsmouth,
Reading, Richmond, Sheffield, Shrewsbury, Southport, Stafford,
Stornoway, St. Andrews, St. Neots, Stretford, Swansea, Torbay,
Wandsworth, Watford, Winchester, Wokingham R.D.

Great care is taken to keep a record of local assemblies and groups
who send contributions and sometimes when a town is left out
it is because the local treasurer has not made it clear that the
donation was not a personal one.

It will be noted that since the end of December the ‘““Lifeblood”
has flowed more strongly again and the gap in the target for
donations has lessened. Very warm thanks to every believer who
has responded to this tremendous challenge and has sent increased
donations. How wonderful it will be, if at Rldvan we can joyfully
announce that not only have we won the homefront goals one
year ahead of time, but that we have met this high target for
donations to the Fund.

With deepest love,

Betty Goode, National Treasurar
8 Knowle Road, Stafford.

VOTING RIGHTS
The voting rights of Mr Melvin Dean and Mr Shahram Tabibi
have been restored.

With regret the National Assembly has wnhdrawn the voting
rights of Mrs Doris Matsell for violation of the Baha'i Marrlage Law.
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