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Adib Taherzadeh 
Lesley Gibson 
Joe Watson 
Patrick Dawson 
Margaret Magill 
John Turner (Jr.) 
Zebby Whitehead 
Philip O'Brien 
Eleanor O'Callaghan-

8 votes 
8 vptes 
7 votes 
7 votes 
6 votes 
5 votes 
5 votes 
5 votes 
4 votes 

During lunch-time on Saturday the NSA met and elected its Officers 
as follows:-

Chairman: Adib Taherzadeh; 
·Secretary: Lesley Gibson; 

Vice-Chairman: Joe Watson; 
Treasurer: Philip O'Brien. 

The Saturday afternoon session seemed more relaxed now that the 
more weighty busi,ness of the morning had been discharged and the 
first message from the newly. formed NSA was to the NSA of the 
United Kingdom. It was a message of love and thanks for all the re­
sources which had been poured into the Republic by the British be­
lievers. Then followed a specially happy time when numerous pre­
sentations were made to new NSA. Volumes of ' World' 
from the United Kingdom National Assembly and, very precious, the 
pen of George Townsend, which had been used to write his books, 
together with a cheque for £300. From the Universal House of 
Justice a cheque for $500 and a volume of 'Bana1 World.' From 
the Belfast community two of George Townsend's own books and 
from the Publishing Trust the offer of one copy of each of the 
books which the Trust had publishe.d .. 

Again there were many messages sent from all over the world, this 
time to the new National Assembly, and almost too numerous to 
mention. From USA, Zambia, Trinidad & Tobago, Swaziland, 
Switzerland, Paraguay, Samoa, Panama, Peru, N.W.Africa, all Euro­
pean NSA's, Canada and many parts of South America and Arabia. 
Messages flowed in from many individuals, including our .two over­
seas goal islands of Faroes and Cyprus. 

Hand of the Cause, William Sears was introduced by Counsellor 
Louis Henuzet and brought the love of the Universal House of 
Justice to each individual believer present. He read a passage 
written by the beloved Guardian about the special significance of 
the Universal House of Justice and during his talk told some of the 
highlights of what was taking place in the world, of the 
victories being won and of how many countries had surpassed the 
goals given to them. He made special mention of the vital importance 
of everyone giving to the Fund, and said how much better it was to 
have $100 towards which everyone had contributed, than to have 
$3,000 given by a few. He called on Convention to make it a 
unique occasion by every single soul present placing something in 
the Fund box, and he told an amusing story to reinforce the bounty 
of universal participation in giving to the Fund. Later on Saturday 
night, after the Ridva'n Feast, the Hand spoke again, this time about 
the importance of "the function of the Continental Boards of COlJn­
sellars, demonstrating how, with the passing of the Guardian, no 
more Hands of the Cause could be appointed, and how the Universal 
House of Justice had created the Boards of Counsellors gradually to 
take the place of the Hands. 

" Louis Henuzet spoke again after the Ridvan celebration, this time 
stressing the importance of the time in' which we are living, this 
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epoch destined to last at least 500,000 years, of how the world ' 
which rejected Baha'u'liah will now be forced by circumstances into 
accepting His Teachings. He drew our attention to the importance 
of living the Life, and of how, if we each one of us put into 
practice the Laws of the whole world would accept the 
Faith mu.ch Quicker. 
Short talks were given by John Long and-Charles Macdonald. John 
spoke about his experiences in Mexico and painted a vivid picture of 
the Baha'is there and the work they are doing in a part of the world 
very different from ours. Charles spoke about the bounties to the 
whole of Ireland, both Baha'i and non-Baha'i, of having a National 
Assembly, and he urged the believers to give the new NSA every 
support and to try at all times to maintain complete unity. 

After this more serious part of Saturday evening came the usual 
music, but this time with a difference. This was supplied by the 
Limerick who came to the front of the hall, sat down on 
the floor and invited all those who wished to join them to do the 
same. Many of the well known Baha'i songs were sung, but in 
addition several most beautiful new songs which were very sweet 
and of a spiritual nature, full of the haunting, lilting melodies associ­
ated with Ireland. Listening to these young people was an experience 
few of us will ever forget and .on this wonderful note ended a most 
historic and soul-stirring day. 

Consultation by the delegates took place on both Saturday and 
Sunday but Sunday morning was left free so that two things could 
take place. Firstly the newly elected National Assembly was holding 
its second meeting at which members of the NSA of the United 
Kingdom were invited to be present. Whilst history was being made 
thus, the rest of the friends and visitors were able to board a coach 
and visit the resting place of Hand of the Cause, George Townsend. 

As Sunday afternoon passed we all knew that the time was coming 
when we must disperse to our various communities, the visitors 
back once again to the United Kingdom. Before the Convention drew 
to a close Lady Hornell was asked to say a few words, and she spoke 
of her early years pioneering in Belfast and of the joy she was feeling 
to see the resu Its in the South wh ich had been started in the North. 
During this period ment10n was made of Stan Wrout, the pioneer 
from the home country who had passed away in Ireland so soon 
after starting pioneering there. 

Thanks were made to the Universal House of Justice, to the Hand of 
the Cause, Bill Sears, to the Board of Counsellors, to the members of 
the United Kingdom National Assembly and to all the friends who 
had supported this glorious occasion. Those of us who were present 
will never forget this Convention, will never forget the love which 
was manifested, will never forget the unity and the great joy of the 
Baha'is gathered there. We all prayed that the Convention to be held 
in London would manifest the same tremendous spirit as this unique 
Irish one and we left fe.elingall of these things in our hearts. 

Hand of the Cause Bill Sears closed Cenvent10n, and all present 
especially the ya'ung new Baha'is, listened intently to his last 
precious words. He spoke of how if each one of us brought one 
person into the Faith every year this was the true meaning of mass 
conversion. He said he felt sure the Irish Community would go 
forward from victory to victory, and he ended with these words ...... 
'May the Army of Light go forward to win overwhelming victories, 
with one soul in one body, and conquer the heart of every Irishman 
in the land which they hold so dear'! 

The National Spiritual Assembly of the Bah:'r[ of the Republic 
of Ireland. Left to right, standing: John Turner, Jr., Joseph 
Watson (Vice-chairman), Margaret Magill, Patrick Dawson, Zebie 
Whitehead;seated: Philip O'Brien (Treasurer), Eleanor O'Callaghan 
Lesley Gibson (Secretary), Adib Taherzadeh (Chairman). ©Afnan Library Trust, 2022
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Irish Convention Officers, Lesley Gibson (Secretary) and Adib 
Taherzadeh (Chairman), with British NSA representative Charles 
Macdonald. To the right of the picture, in the audience, can be 
seen Counsellor Louis Henuzet with Board Members Mary 
Kouchekzadeh and Beman Khosravi. 

SALES COMMITTEE 

The following Teaching and Proclamation materials have been 
made available from stock or on order from overseas since the 
Stock List of 1971 was printed. 

Cassettes, each costing approximately £1.70 

Bat{a'i History by Firuz Kazemzadeh 
Bah-a'i Consultation 
Deepening & Consolidation by Daniel Jordan 
A commentary on the Epistle to the Sone of the Wolf by Firuz 
Kazemzadeh " 
Dare to be Different; Baha'i Morality 
A commentary on the Epistle to the .son of the Wolf by Firuz 
Kazemzadeh'. 
Role of Bah'li1 Youth in Today;s World by Ru~iyyah lShanum 
Pioneering - Challenge t~ Baha'i Youth ~,~ RU,~iyyah ~a"nu,:", 
Shoyhi Effendi - Guardian of the Baha I Faith by Rul}rv~ l h 
Khanum 
Keys to Harmony - A musical analogy by Daniel Jordan 
Words for the World - Prayers and meditations with background 
music. 
Role of Education; Talk by Daniel Jordan . 
Education: Where do we go from here: by Dwight Allen. 
God's Great Plan/Faith for Freedom - a narration by Jim 
Beasley. /' 
Hear the Song of the Wind - A Baha'i Chorus. 
Can' t you see the New Day, Baha'is in the South, 1970. 
Enrolling the Masses - a study course by William Sears in two­
cassette pack. 
Youth Visiting Cards - 4 for 5p 
French-Fold Stationery with picture of Wilmette and envelope -
5 for 7p 
Two large colour photos of Wilmette in envelope: set of 2: SOp 

set. / / 
Four large colour photos of Baha'i Houses of Worship: set of 4: 

£1.00 set. / t: 
Chart reproduced from the Baha i Journal '19 Letters of the 
Living' : 2 peach. , , , 
Reproduction of Baha'i Journal photograph of ' Abdu'I-Baha 
B/w 3p each. 
Songbook: 'A New Wind blowing' 35p each. 
Pendants (from Japan): £1.25 each . 
'Greatest Name' enamel badge : 18p each 
Tie stauts with enamel badge (from Japan): 60p 
Unity in Diversity slide set with cassette (I nternational Audio­
V isual Production) approx. £12.00 
World Order Blocks (set of 12): £1.10 per set. 

Send all orders to: ~/ 
British Baha'i Sales Committee 
44 H ighban k, 
Brighton BN1 5GB 

RE-BIRTH 
(The night I became a Baha'i) 

It was hard to die, slowly, in Salisbury Cathedral, 
My faith pouring out of my soul in tears, 
But, strangely, much harder in sweet Caesarea, 
Umbilically strangled by torturing fears, 
To struggle and wrench from my womb of a prison 
And reach for the Sun of the Glorious years. 

I died among dozens of wandering people 
Admiring the spire or just worshipping stone. 
My life trickled slowly, no watchers stood vigil, 
I died as they left me, unwanted alone. 
I cannot return to the glory of living 
Unaided, unloved, with no guide of my own. 

(The next day) 
As tears, 
Flowing down the deathly cheek of morning, 
Unchecked, unstaunched, 
The sweet pure rain of God's forgiving grace 
Falls freely, 
Cleansing the guilty mind, 
Blessing the struggling, new-born soul, 
Healing and annealing 
The scars of terror-stricken night 

No more alone , 
Beside me on Fort Regent's heights 
The lover of my soul, 
My friend, my brother, 
Who plucked me, with God's hand 
From out the silvery metal bird 
Flying above the endless cloud 
That hid the earth 

. And buried all the errors of my past. 

Together, with God's world around, 
We stand and stare, 
Engulfed in dazzling radiance, silver streaked. 
A mist of silver and a sea of mist, 
A silv.er sun, a bright translucent sea, 
Glory around us and within , 
Alone and yet as one we stand together 
Poised against the wind 
Like sea-gulls gliding as they sail upon the air. 
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Our souls, like gulls go sliding on the surface of the deep 
Back to the God they serve, 
His loving gift returned into His care. 

And all the while, the tear-stained earth 
Soaks up the Holy tears 
And pretty painted homes, 
And gently rocking boats, 
The new-washed walls, 
The roofs and roads and cars, 
The jewel-laden leaves 
And daisies at our feet 
Reflect His glory. 

FARM PICNICS 1972 

Mary Connell 

Only two farm picnics will be held this year, on 

Sunday June 6 and 
Sunday Sept 3 

Please be assured of · a warm welcome, bring your own 
sandwiches - dress how you like - come early in the day 
and stay late. Free tractor trailer rides for kids (big and 
small ones). Bring your friends for a day in the country at 
the home of 

Alicia and Ted Cardell 
Manor Farm 
Gt. Paxton 
St. Neots, Hunts. 

©Afnan Library Trust, 2022
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NEWS FROMTHE COMMUNITIES 
Aylesbury: Norman Bailey and Sylvia Benatar gave a most 
wonderful concert during which the faith was mentioned and 
explained. 

Over 400 invitation cards, accompanied by letters of introduc­
tion about Norman and Sylvia were sent to schools, musical 
clubs and societies as well as prominent local people in Ayles­
bury and the surrounding areas, and resulted in a good attendance. 
Reports about the concert, mentioning the Faith appeared in 
both local papers. Proclamation letters, requesting interviews 
with headmasters for the formal presentation of the proclama­
tion book 'The Call of Baha'u'lla'h' have so far been sent to 
thirty of the seventy secondary and grammar schools in 
Buckinghamshire. Some very encouraging replies were received 
and at all interviews it was mentioned that Bah~'i speakers were 
available to speak on 'The Bah~'i Faith' or on 'Comparative 
Religion'. So far, in addition to the many presentations, talks on 
'The Bah~'i Faith' have also been given at two of the schools. 
Chester: Unusual publicity was given to the Faith recently when 
Mauritian Baha'i Anandah Thaliah won the area heat of a folk 
rock competition and Anandah mentioned the Faith in articles 
written about him following his success. 

The oldest and the youngest pioneers to the Faroe Islands -
Knight of Bah;'u'llah Eskil Ljundberg and Catherine Hines. 

Faroe Islands: Eightyfour years between our youngest and 
oldest active members in the community! Can any other com­
munity beat this record? Anyone wishing to witness this 
interesting phenomenon at closer range are heartily invited for a 
short or extended travel teaching period! 

The Faroe Islands are situated half way between the North of 
Scotland and Iceland and enjoy a mild climate due to the 
proximity of the gulf stream. The islands are very picturesque 
and are well worth a visit. The Bah~'i community is small but 
active and is looking forward to youth projects in the summer. 
More information about the Faroes can be obtained from Mrs. 
Margaret Hines, Niels Finsensgf>ta 46, 3800 Torshavn, Faroe 
Islands, Via Denmark or Telephone (continental services) Faroe 
Islands 13204 or 13146. 

A new air service linking the Scottish islands with the Faroes is 
now in operation at a very reasonable cost. This means that 
teachers are now able to travel through Scotland to Kirkwall and 
thence to Faroes and return. 
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Presentation of 'The Proclamation of Baha'u'lIah' to the Mayor 
of Torbay, Miss A. G. Illingworth with the Mayoress, Mrs. C. 
Thurley (centre of picture) by members of the Torbay com­
munity. 

Stornoway: The teaching work in Lewis has taken several new 
and exciting forms. In order to take the Message of Batra'u'lla'h 
throughout the length and breadth of Lewis, the youth plan to 
walk through the villages (approximately seventy), seeking 
opportunities of meeting the villagers. The island has been 
divided into four regions, one for each of our youth. This plan 
is already in operation. 

On Friday, 3 March, the Bah~'is attended Women's World Day of 
Prayer. It was the first time that Baha'i~ had been welcomed by 
the local churches and had joined with them in worship. The 
World Day of Prayer provided an opportunity for a representative 
of the Spiritual Assembly to meet the minister in whose church 
the service was held. A request for permission for the Bah~'i~ to 
attend the service resulted in a two hour discussion on many 
aspects of the Faith, during which the minister produced and 
read from one of his Baha'i Prayer books! 

WINCHESTER: Extension teaching in Southampton l!Va~ arrang~d : 
by the Winchester Bah~'rs just over a year ago and ' res~lted, at­
RidV;n, in the formation of the local assembly. Simili:Jr ext.~nsion ' 
tea·ching is now taking place at Romsey. In April, two slide shows 
were given, one to the Over Sixty Club and the other at a public 
meeting. In March Norman Bailey and Sylvia Schulman (Benatar) 
gave a wonderful concert at King Alfred College, the music being 
preceded by a short history of the Bah~'(Faith and its Principles 
and Teachings. They were joined at the close of the concert by 
the audience and a young choir group from Southampton, singing 
Bah~'f songs and prayers. A very big thank you, Norman and 
Sylvia. 

Winchester is a corporate member of the local branch of the 
United Nations Association and recently presented the books 
"The Call of Baha'u'lla'h" and "Tomorrow and Tomorrow" to 
the chairman and secretary, when the Faith was discussed for 
over an hour. At a recent general meeting of the United Nations 
branch, the chairman told the audience of about sixty members 
that "the Winchester Baha'i~ had presented the local branch 
officers, and notables of the city, with two Bana'l books". She 
held them up and recommended that every member should read 
them and stated that the members of the Bah~'i Faith alld the 
United Nations must work hand in hand to try to bring about 
the unity of nations and world peace. 

Friends attending Unit Convention No. 12 held at Bedford. 

©Afnan Library Trust, 2022



Page Si xteen 

LIFEBLOOD OF THE CAUSE 
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£22,500 
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THE FUND 

There are three ways to make contributions to the FUND 

1 Directly to the National Treasurer :-

Mrs. Betty Goode 
8 Knowle Road, 
Stafford. 
Tel. Stafford 62157 

2 By Bank Giro, directly to the Bank, which is 

The National Westminster Bank 
186 Brompton Road, 
London SW3 

Our account no. is 18188443 

3 By Post Office Giro. Our number is 43 301 4008. 

POINTS TO REMEMBER 

A All cheques and postal orders should be made payable to 
'NSA of the Baha'Is '; please NOT to 'Betty Goode'. 

B They should be crossed. 
Cit is not wise to send paper money or any money through the 

post unless it is registered. 
D Receipts are sent automatically for money sent directly to 

the National Treasurer, unless the donor specifically requests 
that one not be sent . With the increasing numbers of friends 
it helps the Treasurer if a stamped addressed envelope i~ 
enclosed for the receipt. It really does save much work and is 
greatly appreciated. Receipts are not issued for Giro payments. 

PAYMENTS BY COVENANT 

These are handled by Mr. John Morphew 
41 High Street, 
Hoddeston, 
Herts. 

P.lease contact him directly. 

FOR THE PERSIAN FRIENDS 

Huquq'u'llah payments are handled by 

Mr. John Long 
2 South Street, 
Oakham 
Rutland. 

Spiritual Assemblies and Groups who have contributed to the 
Fund. 
26th January - 20th March 

Aberdeen Aberystwyth Aylesbury 
Bangor (N.lreland) Bangor (Wales) Bath 
Bedford Birmingham Bournemouth 
Brent Brighton Bristol 
Burnley Cambridge Camden 
Carlisle Canterbury Cardiff 
Cheadle & Gatley Chester Cork 
Croydon Dublin Dumbarton 
Durham Ealing Eccles 
Edinburgh Epsom Epsom children 
Exeter Gt.Manchester area Hamilton 
Harringey Havant Harrow 
Hereford Hindley Hove 
Hounslow Inverness Jersey 
Kendal Kendal Youth Kensington & Chelsea 
Kirkwall Larne R.D. Leeds 
Leicester Lerwick Limerick 
Lisburn Liverpool Londonderry 
Malta Manchester Manchester Youth 
Motherwell Motherwell children Nelson 
Nottingham Oxford Poole 
Portsmouth Reading Ryde 
Scarisbrick Sheffield Shrewsbury 
Southampton Southport Stafford 
Stockport Stornoway St. Andrews 
St. Austell Sutton Coldfield Swansea 
Torbay Wandsworth Watford 
Wokingham R.D. 

National Treasurer, 
Betty Goode, 8 Knowle Road, Stafford 

©Afnan Library Trust, 2022
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