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THE HEART OF THE GOSPEL

by George Townshend
Book Review by Hugh McKinley, Filaka, Syros, Greece

“FOR | HAVE GIVEN YOU AN EXAMPLE...."”
(John 13 : 15)

“‘Christ’s crowning promise of the Kingdom, which the Churches
have failed to realise and have for all practical purposes abandoned,
stands in the Revelation of Baha’u’llih where in any Christian
system it ought to stand, in the very centre, supplying the great
objective of every Baha'’i endeavour as it once was the objective
of the Apostles and their teaching.”

TO ‘SET AFLAME THE WORLD’

No one could claim there was any ambiguity, any priestly
shuffling, in the forthright, aptly supported and argued yet
quietly and inoffensively phrased, analyses of Christ’s teaching,
Christian response, and Western decline, presented by Hand of
the Cause of God the late George Townshend.

This splendid new edition of his major dogmatic work, THE
HEART OF THE GOSPEL, is one that may be offered with
a radiant confidence, alike to the hierarchy, the erudite both
clerical and lay, and those salt of the earth the common
(who are in every particular so very far from being ‘common’)
people seeking an answer to the catastrophes of our time
within the framework of belief in which they have been reared
and in a simple language they may comprehend without gloss.

Utterly uncompromising in his contention that the Old and
New Testaments may be understood and their wonderful
spiritual promises be realized in spirit and in truth. “in earth
as it is in heaven”, only in the light of the Revelation of
Baha'u’lldh, the author does not go into any details of Bahd'i
history or teachings; these are treated comprehensively in his
other priceless books.

A pre-eminent scholar and the unique dignitary of the
Established Church who recognized and submitted to the
Lord of the Day of Judgement, Mr Townshend is truly one of
“Those divines”, whom Bahd‘u’lldh exalts as unfallen stars in
the heaven of Revelation, “. .. truly adorned with the ornament
of knowledge . . . as eyes to the nations. Know ye that they
are as the lamps of guidance betwixt earth and heaven.”’

In his correspondence with ‘Abdu’l-Bahd, in his close association
with the beloved Guardian and, above all, in his resignation
from ecclesiastical Orders and pioneer services to the Cause of
God in lIreland, we find that biographical proof of active
discipleship which makes his demonstration of the practical
and social mission of our Lord so devastating:

“Jesus did not begin with the known. He began with the
unknown and on His own authority revealed it. He did not
present a chain of argument. His aim was not merely to convince
people’s minds; it was that, but more also. It was to uplift
character and produce action.

“Though He taught men to seek the truth with open minds and
fearless hearts, He did not Himself appear as a truth seeker. . .
The truth lay open before Him. He was one with it. . .”"

CLASSICAL RECONCILIATION

What Christian, of any denomination, could not but warm to so
moving a tribute to his Lord?

Mr Townshend’s classical learning, so lightly worn as to be
never obtrusive, permits a true bridging of the gap between the
essence of the ancient world’s philosophy and the new Revelation.
There are, even at a reading without comparisons of text, no less
than five passages where important correlation is made with
Plato (whose sources, we are informed by Bahd’u’llah, were the
Jewish lesser Prophets), and of which the following is suggestive
in relation to the Forms:

“That spiritual evolution of humanity which is slowly taking
shape among the peoples of the earth is in truth mysteriously
the manifestation in time and in space of realities previously
hidden in eternity, already created and already existent in
heaven in the mind of God.”

And finally, the measure of a Christendom, specific yet
eternal, brought vividly before his readers — and with a
breadth of authentic allusion embracing, among others,
Parmenides, Blake and Teilhard de Chardin —, Mr Townshend
unpugnaciously reverses the mirror upon Western achievement:

“At the opening of the twentieth century, the West believed
that through the guidance of Reason and of Science its security
and continued advance in wealth and power was assured. It
regarded the Order it had established as the apex of the entire
process of human history and as synonymous with civilisation
itself. . .

“Then suddenly in an hour when they looked not, taking them
unawares, catching them as it were in a snare from which there
was no escape, the floods of human hate and jealousy and
greed were let loose. The whole vast system began to dis-
integrate.”’
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On a note of joyful optimism that can in no way be interpreted
as derogatory to those “‘old bottles”” whose usefulness has been
outlived, the book ends with — most significantly — the
invitation of the Christ into “the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world.”

Nor is this a book we ourselves do not need to study and
enrich our understanding with; for the effectiveness of our
teaching and proclamation efforts is in direct proportion to our
ability to confirm seekers in that Truth in which they already
believe: Truth cleansed from “that gloomy dust” which human
misinterpretation of centuries has scattered over it.

Published by George Ronald at £1.00

Available from the Bahd'i Publishing Trust, 2 South Street,
Oakham, Rutland
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temembrance of Thee is g remcds. Nearness
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and my succour in both this world and the world

to come.
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A beautifully illuminated text on fine parchment prepared by
one of the friends in Poole. These are sold to thle friends and

the profits sent to the Fund — perhaps other Baha’is may think
of methods to use their talents in this way to help the Fund

NORTHERN REGIONAL TEACHING CONFERENCE

Friends from many of the Northern communities came together
on Saturday 30 September in the Lancastrian Hall in Swinton to
listen to and report on the activities in this area.

First on the agenda was the RTC's report of their activities
during the past few months and their plans for the future. The
main point agreed upon by all the members with their
responsibilities for different fields of teaching was that nothing
could be achieved without the participation of the friends in the
region. It was particularly noted that there was a shortage of
travel-teachers and, in particular of younger Bahd'is, to undertake
this work. This was put right later in the Conference when all
those willing to travel-teach gave their names, addresses and
particular interests to the RTC.

Next came the reports from the communities. These were
fascinating in their scope and variation — small communities
struggling to make themselves felt and larger ones trying to
maintain their successes in the fields of teaching and proclamation.

All those present were very greatly saddened by the announce-
ment of the sudden and unexpected death of Joe Jameson, and
prayers were devoted to his memory. Yet somehow the very
sadness of this news seemed to create a deeper spirit of love and
unity and helped towards the achievement of some of the
targets set for us.

The social held on Saturday evening proved very popular and
those who had to leave and miss it were very sad to lose the
chance of meeting old friends and finding new ones.

On Sunday® morning the friends once again gathered at the
Lancastrian Hall, and this time were organised into small
workshop groups to discuss how to achieve the outstanding
goals in Bangor, Swinton and the Isle of Man. These were very
fruitful discussions resulting in the LSA of Swinton being
assured and an offer being made for the Isle of Man.

In fact this was altogether a most productive and inspiring
conference. Many of us left with new energies and hopes,
taking back some of the marvellous spirit to our own communities
which are awaiting their next Regional Conference with great
eagerness and expecting from it a new influx of creative energy
and spiritual power to carry forward the teaching of the Faith
of Baha'u’llah.
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CHILD EDUCATION COMMITTEE

(Continuing the excerpts from “’A parent’s notebook’’ published
in ““The Child’s Way’' in the USA)

THREE-FOLD EDUCATION IN THE HOME
“The beloved of God and the.maidservants of the Merciful
must train their children with life and heart and teach

them in the school of virtue and perfection.”
‘Abdu’l-Bahd (Divine Art of Living, p. 63)

a. Physical — this means strong and healthy bodies, cleanliness,
fresh air, exercise, simplicity of daily life, avoiding smoking,
alcohol, and narcotics.

b. Intellectual: Stimulation of the mind is important. Develop
the art of thinking, of conversation; stretch the vocabulary,
teaching him to speak clearly and beautifully; discuss
geography, history, current events, books.

c. Spiritual: Greatest education is that of the spirit.

“If man comes under the shadow of the True Educator
and is rightly trained, he becomes the essence of essences,
the spirit of spirits. . . .""

‘Abdu’l-Baha (BWF, p. 332)

EDUCATION IS TO BE EQUAL FOR BOYS AND GIRLS

“The first duty of the beloved of God and the maid
servants of the Merciful is this: They must strive by all
possible means to educate both sexes . . . girls like boys
. .. The ignorance of both is blameworthy, and negligence
in both cases is reprovable. Are they who know and they
who do not know equal?”’

‘Abdu’l-Baha (BWF, p. 399)

"It is decreed that every father must educate his sons and
daughters in learning and in writing and also in that which
hath been ordained in the Tablet. He who neglects that
which hath been commanded, if he is rich, it is incumbent
upon the trustees to recover from him the amount required
for the education of the children; otherwise the matter
shall devolve on the House of Justice. . . . He who hath
educated his son, or any other’s children, it is as though
he hath educated one of My children. . . .”

Baha'u’llédh (BWF, p. 200)

CHARACTER TRAINING

Know thyself
“Man should know his own self, and know those things
which lead to loftiness or to baseness, to shame or to
honour, to affluence or to poverty.”
Bahd'u’lldh (BWF, p. 167)

“Bring thyself to account each day"’
(Hidden Words No. 31)

“The first trainer of the child is the mother. The babe . . .
will grow according to the way it is trained. . . .Endeavour
with heart, with life, to train your children, especially the
daughters . . . (for these girls will come to the station of
motherhood and will mould the lives of the children).”
‘Abdu’l-Baha (BWF, p. 399)

Qualities of character:
“Truthfulness is the foundation of all human virtues.”
‘Abdu’l-Bahd (DAL, p. 78)

Courtesy Love for God Forbearance
Purity Love for mankind Forgiveness
Obedience Sense of justice Sin-covering eye
Humility Sense of service Eloquence
Detachment Gratitude to God Radiant heart
Generosity Gratitude to parents Joyfulness
Kindliness Tranquility and inner peace

USE OF HOLY DAYS AND FEASTS

a. What do you do in the home? There are very few guidelines:
picnic for Ridvdn; new clothes for Naw-Ruz; red roses for
Bahd’u’llah’s birthday? Festivities require parties, dinners,
games, decorations, flowers, candles, and this presents a real
challenge to Bahd'i parents. There are no traditions, no
customs, and yet if we keep children out of school and
expect them to look forward to the holiday, there must be
special plans.

SCIENCES AND ARTS

“The acquisition of sciences and the perfection of arts is
considered an act of worship.”
‘Abdu’l-Baha (BWF p. 377)

“The possessors of sciences and arts have a great right
among the people of the world."” ”
Bahd'u’llah (Third Tajalli BWF p. 189)

CANADIAN BAHA’l NEWS

A one year subscription to the Canadian Bahd'i News may be
ordered by sending $4.00 (for 2nd Class handling) $6.00 Air-
mail, to the Canadian Bahd'i News Committee, 7290 Leslie
Street, Thornhill, Ontario, Canada.
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SALES COMMITTEE ANNOUNCEMENT

The International Bahd'i Audio-Visual Centre has announced the
production of a Bahd'i Unity Calendar Diary for Naw Riaz 1973.
This will take the form of an attractive, educational and helpful
desk calendar with illustrations and quotations on the subject of
unity from Baha'u’lldh, ‘Abdu’l-Bahd, Shoghi Effendi and the
Universal House of Justice. Each Nineteen Day month is on a
separate page and is related to the Gregorian Calendar. As the
separate pages are used, the pictures and quotations may be cut
out and mounted in any suitable form as attractive teaching
cards or for proclamation displays on the subject of unity.

Approximate price of each Calendar will be 65p plus postage.
It would be of considerable help to this committee if orders for
this item are sent in by groups and communities, where possible,
to save postage and packing charges. This also applies to Wall
& Pocket Calendar orders.

Send orders to: P
BRITISH BAH&’I SALES COMMITTEE
44 Highbank, Brighton BN1 5GB
Telephone: Brighton 506743

to reach the Committee by January 15, 1973.

Copies of the Sales Committee Stock List have already been sent
to LSA and Group Secretaries. Isolated believers who would like
a copy can send a stamped addressed envelope (foolscap size)
to the above address.

Window display exhibited in North Berwick from 24 July t
5 August. The North Berwick friends are most grateful for the
help given them by the Edinburgh Bahd'is

SCOTTISH SUMMER SCHOOL

The second Scottish Bahad'i Summer School was held at St
Regulus Hall in St Andrews from August 5 - 19, attracting
many Bahd'is from all parts of the United Kingdom including
the Inner and Outer Hebrides, Orkney and Shetland. We were
also delighted to welcome Baha'is from France, Belgium, the
USA, Faroes, Jordan, Denmark and Zambia which demonstrated
the international flavour of the Faith beautifully.

During the first week everyone greatly appreciated the presence
of lan and Louise Semple and their family from Haifa. All
benefitted immensely from two long, inspiring sessions during
which lan Semple answered many questions from the friends on
a variety of topics, particularly about developments at the World
Centre.

The programme this year included several valuable workshop
sessions on ‘‘Living the Life"", which produced an excellent
response from all who participated. The evening sessions were
most successful and we were able to hear about deeper aspects
of the Faith which were presented with great insight by the
speakers.

Two public meetings were held which approximately fourteen
enquirers attended and advance publicity obtained a brief
interview with a press representative who arrived at the opening
of the school. We were encouraged to teach and work for the
Faith more energetically and with greater devotion by Auxiliary
Board Member, Mrs Mary Kouchekzadeh.

The Child Education Committee provided excellent and varied
lessons for the children and we all enjoyed the play and
exhibition which they presented.
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LIFEBLOOD OF THE CAUSE

Rate of Contributions

£25,000

£22,500

£20,000

£17,500

£15,000

£12,500

£10,000 J

£7,500

£5,000

£2,500

Oct.
Nov.

Feb.
Mar.

Dec.
Jan.

June
July

Apr
May

Aug.
Sep.

The response from the friends to the urgent appeals from the
National Assembly has been wonderful. This included the
“doubling’” of the minimum amounts of money pledged by
local Spiritual Assemblies regularly to the Fund, as well as many
other increases. Many local Spiritual Assemblies “empty the
fountain” and send all the money they have to spare, but others
have now responded to the call to send all but £10.00, and a
number of large contributions have been received. There was
evidence of true sacrifice on the part of many individual Baha'is.
One friend sent all the money she had saved hoping she would
be able to go on pilgrimage one day. Even the children helped
by sending their pocket money. Without a doubt, all these
wonderful responses will help generate new power to enable
the Baha'is of the United Kingdom to move forward swiftly to
total victory in winning the goals of the Nine Year Plan.

With deepest love,

Betty Goode, Treasurer,

8 Knowle Road,

Stafford

Amount required from donations for the year 129 £26,650
Amount required from donations for the period

21 March—15 November £17,760
Total donations to date £16,780

Shrine of the Bab featured on front page of the Quarterly,
“Rotary Israel” in observance of the tenth anniversary of
District 199 of Rotary International. Bahd’u’llah is quoted
on the inside pages, including the following passage:

“The time. fore-ordained unto the peoples and kindreds
of the earth is now come. The promises of God, as
recorded in the Holy Scriptures, have all been fulfilled.
Out of Zion hath gone forth the Law of God, and
Jerusalem, and the hills and land thereof, are filled with
the glory of His Revelation . ..”

£26,650
Target
to be
reached
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NATIONAL DEEPENING WEEKEND

Prompted to respond to the exhortation by the Universal House
of Justice in its Ridvdn message of 1964, to look at the
fundamental purpose of the Cause of God, the Youth Department
of the National Teaching Committee decided to run a National
Study Course on the following questions.

a) What is the Bahd'i purpose for the Human Race?

b) To what end did Bahd'u’llah submit to the appalling
cruelties and indignities heaped upon Him?

c) What does Bahd'u’lldh mean by ‘“New Race Of Man'‘?

d) What are the profound changes Bahd‘u’lldh will bring
about?

The course started on Friday evening 13 October, when non-
superstitious Bahd'i youth started arriving at the Manchester
Bahd'i Centre, kindly loaned to the Youth Department because
of the state of the National Fund.

The Manchester Youth had especially decorated the Centre
cellar for the occasion and they were eagerly waiting for every-
one to arrive. Everything looked rather quiet at about 10.00pm,
but the weekend began to look more exciting when a mini-bus
from Bristol and the Bahd'i ambulance from Henley arrived at
11.00pm with what seemed like hordes of people.

Saturday morning Hooman Momen, the chairman of the school
explained how the sessions would be run. People were divided
into four groups and there were four group leaders, Shahram
Feroozmand, Wendy and Moojan Momen, and Peter Smith.
During the course of the school, each leader led a study and
discussion session on one of the school’s questions. They each
took their class four times with a different group visiting each
session.

It took skill on the part of the group leaders to keep the
students on to the subject of study. The Faith is so vast, and
everything about it is so inter-related, that the thirst for
knowledge from the students seemed unquenchable. Many
thoughts were provoked, which showed the need for further
individual investigation and meditation; and many people went
home with not only some answers to fundamental questions,
but with new questions in mind, which they'd never thought
of asking before. The more you learn the less you seem to know!

The inspiring highlight of the weekend came from a talk by Lou
and John Turner, who were over from Ireland on a teaching
trip. They shared with us thoughts on some of the bounties
that come with pioneering, the doors that seem to open in
response to complete trust in Bahd'u’llah. They also shared with
us tales of the amazing progress made by the Irish Bahd'i Youth,
who, working under the most difficult of conditions, are
succeeding in setting a Bahd'i example to the older generation
there. We also listened to a tape of songs recorded at one of
their firesides, songs with true fire and spirit.

A source of relaxation and unity came from a wonderful party
organised for the Saturday evening by the Cheadle and Gatley
Youth Committee. Indeed the spirit created by all the youth
and the several adults who attended was one of the most
wonderful things about the weekend. There was an air of
joyful dedication to the Cause, and a feeling of universal
participation which manifested itself in the willing brewing
and washing-up teams, organised by Mrs Ada Hufton.

The behaviour of the youth, who stayed as guests in Bahd'i
homes, was highly commended. One Bahad'i “mum" said that
she had never even heard her eight guests coming and going,
they had been so considerate about noise. They had tidied up
the house, seen to their own suppers and breakfasts, and left
without a trace except for a thankyou note.

The study sessions continued on Sunday and the weekend ended
with an exciting talk on methods of teaching by Habib Habibi.
Mr Habibi very kindly stepped in at the last moment, when we
sadly learned that our guest speaker, Lois Hainsworth, had been
prevented from coming by her car’s breaking down on the way.

The registrar reported sixty-eight registrations, but the numbers
were more in the region of eighty people attending from Kendal
to Epsom, Nottingham to Southport. £27.70 was donated to the
National Fund and the Youth Department hopes that the energy
created by the students will be turned into a dynamic force all
over Britain.

National Teaching Committee Youth Department

“THE CHRISTIANITY OF JESUS”
by Richard Backwell,

Volturna Press, available soon from the Publishing Trust.

We will find this book an invaluable aid to our teaching work,
as well as our personal understanding of the Bible. This book,
needed in every Bahd'i library, at every bedside, is a gift to
humanity in its simplicity, thought-provoking scholarship and
sincerity.
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