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FORMATION OF THE FIRST SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY 
OF THE BAHA'is OF TORSHAVN, FAROE ISLANDS 

The Baha'I Group of Torshavn met together at the home of 
Knight of Baha'u'lIah,_ Eskil Ljungberg, for the historic occasion 
of the formation of the first Spiritual Assembly of Torshavn, 
Faroe Islands. This was made possible by the movement of the 
last pioneer, Mr Artin Dixon, and was the apex of a long and 
persistent effort wh ich started in 1953 when the first pioneer, 
Mr Eskil Ljungberg, came to Torshavn. 

The friends now look forward to consolidation and expansion 
in these islands and have laid plans of activity for the coming 
year, and also look forward to the possibility of Faroes being 
included in the Northern Islands teaching project. 

The first Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'Is of Torshavn, Faroe 
Islands. Left to right, standing: Richard Bury, /Ilona Rodgers, 
Artin Dixon, Roy Philbrow; seated: David Hines, Margaret Hines, 
Emma Reinert (first Faroese Baha'I), Sue Philbrow, Eskil 

Ljungberg, Knight of Baha'u'IMh. 

TEACHING PROJECTS 
It has been a source of great joy and encouragement to the 
National Spiritual Assembly to learn of the many teaching 
projects now getting under way throughout the United Kingdom. 
This indicates an enthusiasm and dedication which, as it grows, 
may well lead to an unprecedented increase in the number of new 
believers. 

The NSA would, however, remind the friends of the absolute 
necessity, as spelled Ol,lt by the Guardian, for any teaching 
activity in a community to be under the direction of the 
Spiritual Assembly. It is therefore essential that any Assembly, 
group of people, or individual planning a teaching project away 
from their own community should keep closely in touch with 
the LSA or RTC of the area to whfch they are going. 

NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITIES 

BANGOR (North Walas): The Bangor community was joined 
by the Epsom and Ewell Baha'Is during their three day teaching 
trip to Wales, on Monday 16 April. After a harrowing journey 
made difficult by carbon monoxide fumes from their van, the 
Epsom friends arrived in Bangor at 6 p.m. and, although many of 
them were feeling the worse for wear,- they immediately began 
to teach the local people in the streets. 

A public fireside was arranged at the Gwynedd Hotel, Bangor, 
and was attended by about nine young non-Baha'Is who seemed 
to be very much caught up with the happiness and joy that 
ema nated from everyone present. There were two declarations 
from youth that night and as a result of the meeting two more 
were subsequently received. 

The Bangor community would like to give grateful thanks to 
all the Epsom and Ewell friends for the wonderful spirit they 
brought and the help they gave and, also, appreciation to Baha'Is 
from Manchester, Bristol, Liverpool, Chester and Henley who 
lovingly gave their assistan<;e during this period. 
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As a result of sending a press release to the Welsh weekly 
national newspaper, Y Cymro (The Welshman), a reporter 

- visited Bangor with a request for more information about the 
Faith as they wished to print an article rather than just the 
release. The following week (10 May) a lengthy article which 
covered a quarter of a page appeared, entitled: 'Is Wales turning 
to Baha'I?' As it is written in Welsh most of the Baha'Is cannot 
read it, but in due course it will be translated into English! 

BRISTOL: Persistent writing to the local publicity media yielded 
a valuable result in Terry Smith's interview in the TV programme 
'Points West' on 2 May. The interview lasted about four minutes 
and an important feature Was the full screen showing ·of :.a 
portrait of ' Abdu'I-Baha. Terry gave an attractive presentation 
in the brief time available, stressing the growth of the Faith in 
recent years and its appeal to youth seeking solutions to problems. 

EDINBURGH: Members of the community have been re­
decorating the Baha'I Centre, and the result has been a much 
lighter and airier appearance. We hope to take advantage of the 
pleasant surroundings for more events in the future. A Naw-Ruz 
party was held in one of the Baha'I homes and about forty 
people attended, of whom some twenty-five were non-Baha'Is. 
An offer to present a Proclamation booklet to the head of the 
University'S Department of Persian resulted in two mem bers 
of the LSA having an interview not only with him but one of 
his lecturing staff as well, both of whom knew something about 
the Faith, but were glad to receive some up-to-date information 
(and to have one or two of their misconceptions cleared up). 

GUI LDFORD: I n January we registered the Baha'I SOcietV at 
Surrey University, and our first meeting was held on World 
Religion Day, when Tony Purkiss gave a very lively talk. 

In February and March we held a series of Friday evening 
discussions on the principles of the Baha'I Faith at the 
International centre in Guildford. Tony Perkiss, Philip and 
Ann Hinton, Sidney Barratt and 'Barbara and David Lewis 
came to speak to us and the meetings were quite well attended, 
resulting in fifty declarations. Street teaching has not yet proved 
very successful, but we are still trying. 

All these meetings received very good Press coverage, following 
press releases and we have booked meetings i'n June and July :at 
the University, planning one-day schools around these. 

On Wednesday, 18 April, we declared the first local Spiritual 
Assembly of Guildford making a bonus goal in a difficult 
cathedral/university town. 

HEYWOOD: Three Baha'is from Swinton and two from Heywood 
visited the Evergreen Club at Alkrington when over 120 members 
were entertained with Persian songs and a Baha'I chan-t by 
Mrs Fahim Noorgostar, and a talk on the history of the Faith 
by Mrs Terry Maginsky. There were many enquiries, leaflets 
were requested and distributed. This was an introduction to the 
Faith in a new area, and will be followed by further visits from 
Baha'I speakers. 

On 30 June we are planning a Proclamation event to include a 
public tal k, presentations to our Mayor and the Agent of the 
M.P., a slide show, a panel and a concert - all to take place at 
the Civic Hall, commencing at 2 p.m. We shall be most grateful 
for your support. 

LEEDS: Our community was recently given time on a local 
radio programme called "Home from Home", ostensibly for four 
of the friends to be interviewed about their interests and back­
ground. Needless to say, the teachings of the Faith were brought 
in many times during the thirty minute programme, both . 
obi iquely and directly, and for the last five mi nutes a straight 
talk on _ the Faith was given in connection with his imminent 
departure for the I nternational Convention by Philip Hainsworth. 
We have also been fortunate in having some very well attended 
meetings, there being some seventy people at the last one, a 
Holy Day celebration. Our University Society is, for the time 
being, quiescent, this being the time for final exam inations. 

First Spiritual Assembly of the Baha'Is of North Berwick 
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NORTH BERWICK: The teaching work in the important goal 
of North Berwick has included weekend teaching visits by 
Baha'is fr~m Edinburgh, Dundee, Newcastle and other places. 
In an attempt to evaluate the success of this work, and perhaps 
to gain an opportunity for more, a public opinion survey was 
arranged by the Youth Committee of Edinburgh and carried out 
in the streets of North Berwick by Baha'Is from a number of 
places. The results were of interest, and included these findings: 

Number interviewed : 52 (of whom 28 were from North Berwick) 

Do you believe in the equality of men and women? 
Yes : 37 . No : 13. Don ' t know: 2 (i.e. over 70% believe in it) 

Is the establishment of a world government possible? 
Yes : 15. No: 35. Don't know: 2 (i .e. less than 30% say yes) 

Will world peace ever be achieved? 
Yes: 15. (Just under 30%) 

Could a single universal faith offer a solution to mankind's 
problems? 

Yes: 33. (67%) 
Would a world language be beneficial to mankind? 

Yes : 39 (86%) 
Have you heard of the Baha'I Faith? 

Yes: 31 (63%) 

PRESCOT AND ST HELENS: We have written 150 letters to local 
writers and editors and have received a few dozen encou raging 
replies; the BBC has promised us a programme about the Faith. 

STORNOWAY: Since Ridvan 129, in Lewis nineteen people have 
recognised Baha'u'llah ~ one adult, thirteen youth, three aged 
fourteen and two under thirteen years of age. Four new localities 
have been opened to the Fa ith. 

During the year several Baha'Is have been granted release from 
work on the Holy Days including the pupils at the Nicholson 
I nstitute. At Naw-Ruz these pupils presented the Rector with 
three Bah~'1 books for the school library. 

For the first time in the history of the Faith in lewis the Baha'Is 
have been granted the use of publicly owned premises, namely 
the Retirement Centre. Several successful meetings have been 
held there, and as many as fifty-six people attended the Naw­
Ruz celebration. Plans are now going forward to try and hold 
regular Baha'I evenings at the Retirement Centre. 

In addition to weekly quotations and spasmodic press releases 
inserted in the Stornoway Gazette during the first half of the 
year, wonderful publicity was given to the Faith dur ing the 
period January to March, from letters attacking and defending 
the Faith, an article by Charles Macdonald and several press 
releases . 

During the past year we have been pleased to welcome many 
Baha'i visitors, including Auxiliary Boa rd member, Joan Gregory, 
and Charles Macdonald, and, of cou rse, our dear Ernest Gregory 
has pioneered here until he can be replaced. 

MARRIAGES 
17 February: 
31 March : 

14 April: 
14 April : 

28 April: 

NOT ICES 

Peter Smith to Samirih Anvar, at Bristol. 
Mehrdad Akbar-Ghalebi to Denise Anne Birf', 
at Stafford. 
Ridvan Moqbel to Ann Macleod, in london, 
Peter Oldzieh to Katharine Gilbert .(who is not 
a Baha'I), this being the first Baha'I wedding 
in Colchester . 
Dennis Toms (not a Baha'i) to lynne Billing, 
in St Austell. 

YOUTH DEPARTMENT NOTICES 

Scandinavia Conference, Jokkmock, North Sweden - 27-30 June 
For further informat ion write to: 

Swedish Youth Committee, 
Baha' I Centre, 
Matilda Jungstedtsv. 27, 
S-122 35 Enskede, Sweden 

Junior Youth Weekend: 25/27 August: Treen, Allerton Park, 
Leeds 7. 

National Youth Event: Kelston Hall Training Centre, near Bath 
- 21 - 23 September: 
"An intensive study of the Synopsis and Codification of the 
Kita'b-i -Aqdas" . 
Approximate cost of whole weekend with full board: £3.50. 

National Winter School, Wiston Lodge, Wiston, Scotland -
21 - 29 December 1973. 
Approximate cost for full board for eight nights: £14.50. 

Inter-regional Arts Festival, Wiston Lodge, Wiston, Scotland -
21 - 22 December 1973. ' 
People wishing to make contributions in the form of entries 
to the festival should get in touch with their RTC and NOT 
with the Youth Department of the NTC. 
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FARM WEEKEND: 26/28 May 

The first and, it is hoped, not the last, national activity especially 
for junior youth was a resounding success. Few present had 
previously experienced the exceptional spirit of unity and co­
operation felt during the entire school. The glorious weather ' 
allowed most of the sessions to be held informally on the 
beaut iful lawns. The thirty-seven people welcomed at Manor 
Farm enjoyed a particularly 'active, as well as a deepening week­
end, for the hour of rising was 6 a.m. An exhausting game of 
dodge-ball preceded a dance, after which breakfast was served 
at 8 a.m. The sessions then followed as planned. 

These were all marked by very lively and full discussion and 
those taken by the junior youth themselves, together with an 
amusing quiz, increased the feeling of universal participation. 
It became clear during the sessions, and a talent contest, that 
here there were people who would contribute greatly, in future 
years, to Baha'i life. 

At the farewell session many thanks went to Shahram Mottahed 
as chairman, to Margaret Grant and the Youth Department who 
had organised the school and to those who worked tirelessly in 
the kitchen. Our most grateful thanks went to Ted and Alicia 
Cardell, whose warm hospitality and kindness must surely have 
contributed to the unity in the school, as well as making the 
whole occasion possible. RNH 

STOP PRESS: Because of the great success of this 
weekend and the requests by so many of the young 
people for another such school, it has been decided to 
hold a similar one on: 

25/26/27 August 1973 
at the home of the Hainsworth family: 
Treen, Allerton Park, leeds. 

This is an advance notice so that you may keep the 
weekend free - it is intended primarily for youth of the 
thrrteen to fifteen age group, but other youth are welcome. 
Booking forms will be sent out as soon as possible and 
you should book immediately you receive them as places 
are limited . The registrar will be Richard Hainsworth, of 
the above address. 

YOUTH DEPARTMENT 

Groups of young people gathered at the Farm Weekend 
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APPEAL 
There is still a long way to go to meet the target for additional 
loans for the Trust to enable it to continue its expansion. 

LOANS can be made in any multiple of £25 for fixed periods of 
10 or 20 years bearing interest at the rate of: 

7Y2% p.a. on a 10 year loan 
and 8% p.a. on a 20 year loan. 

Application for loan forms and further information from: 

The Publishing Trust, 
2 South Street, 
Oakham, 
Rutland. 

'IN THE GARMENT OF BREVITY' 
"The Messenger of God among us conveys, in terms which we 
understand - through His life and teachings - the boundless 
love of God for His creation. He comes at a time when we need 
Him most, though we in our ignorance are seldom aware of our 
need, and He is prepared to suffer the indignities we heap upon 
Him in return for the love He showers on us and the guidance 

1) He freely gives for our happiness;" 

Precision, concision, rigorous accuracy of fact, an endearing 
universality of perspective - all these elements complement one 
another in a new teaching instrument of the most powerful 
simplicity, ·whose ~alues may penetrate readers' sympathies the 
more det!J)ly for beauty of style in which it is composed . 

'A book' implies 'a reader ' ; so the uses of this volume are, to that 
degree, limited to those with the temperament that does not shy 
from print. But so briefly and so simply - once more let it be 
stressed - is the Cause of God presented here that we may -
after studying and imbibing its radiance for ourselves first of all; 
beautifying ourselves with its beauty - offer it with supreme 
confidence to the casually-met, exchange it with 'night-passing 
ships', as well as with those whom we meet regularly and know 
well. It is an instrument of tremendous power for mass-conversion 
- and the subsequent, vital, mass-deepening as well - throughout 
the English-reading section of the human race. 

Emphatically, it will add to the understanding of all who read 
it : veteran, contact, or neophyte. 

THE BAHA'i FAITH - An Introduction, by Gloria Faizi, 
compasses the history of the Faith, the Teachings, the Covenant, 
and the Administrative Order, in the completest necessary form 
of any work the present writer has yet seen . The balance between 
essential fact and absorbing narrative has been so well struck that 
we have the implications of a comprehensive - even an 
encyclopaedic - review, within the space of a seminar check-list. 

How has the author been able to achieve this? By using the living 
Word of God's Supreme Manifestation. 

~OUT OF UTTER NOTHINGNESS' 
No assumptions of prior knowledge are made. Yet how many 
believers will have their attention riveted, their imagination fired 
anew, by an introductory miniature-in-depth of the World 
Congress: 

" ••• 1 could see that every nation, every colour and religious 
background was represented ... But the most wonderful thing 
about it was that all these people were united in their views, 
and were working towards the same goal - the unity of the 
human race. 

" For the first time in the history of mankind, people had come 
together from every part of this planet, not to solve their 

2) differences, but to work in complete a~reement." 

Could any phrase be better calculated to stir the curiosity of any 
mind than the subtle use, there, of the negative? 

The first part deals .directly, graphically and clearly with the 
History of the Cause: from the evening of the Bab's declaration 
to the consummation of the Guardianship. Drama is highlighted 
by the use of brief narrative quotations, including Professor 
Browne's immortal word-portrait of: 

"The face of Him on whom I gazed I can never forget, though 
I cannot d .... ibe it. Those piercing eyes seemed to read one's 

3) very soul. . . " 

Part Two preSents the Teachings in sharp yet spare perspective; 
brief introductory paragraphs are illuminated by apt quotations. 

Each separate section is brought to full focus, raised up to the 
full 'stature of any individual reader's level of comprehension by a 
passage of the Word, 'Selections from the Writings of Baha 'u 'lIah ~ 
And it is here that the author's intercontinental experience, 
culture and profound learning are so strikingly manifesteo. One is 
spellbound by the inevitability with which each brief passage 
links together, embodies the essence of the formerly-sketched 
ideas, and extends the consequences of its vision - from the 
individual to the race, from the home to the planet, from the 
family to the divine Family. 

'PROOF OF HIS REALITY' 
Part Three, Baha'I Administration, is clear upon the method and 
purpose, unambiguous upon the all -essential sources of Authority, 
of Baha ' I Institutions. 

The infallibility of the Universal House of Justice; the station of 
the Hands of the Cause of God; the spiritual obligation, volunt ary 
character, and confidential nature of Baha'I Funds; the nature of 
Covenant Breakersand necessity for non-association with them -
~II are cogently and trenchantly stated, with an economy of 
easily-understood words one is grateful to draw attention to : in 
a field where we so often get bogged down under m inutae. 

The Custodianship of the Hands is not treated of , as it has no 
dogmatic significance. ' All similarly specialist subjects: the 
particulars of progressive Revelation, details of Prophecy, and 
of comparative religion, are likewise, and : for the same good 
reason, deferred. All those growth-making cri ses ~'out of wh ich 
the hand of an inscrutable Providence has chosen to fo,m the 

4) pattern of the Faith", are left for>thf#lbelievers to study. 

For all practical purposes, this little book of 125 pages is a 
complete self-teacher. It contains the material, and is charged 
with spiritual fuel , sufficient to attract the attention of any kind 
of person, ignite her or his love of God, and supply all information 
needful for mature and conscientious declarat ion of belief. 

In her language and choice of words, the author makes no 
concession to either learned or illiterate. Such ease of phrase, 

. such non-tendentious style, is perfectly understandable by those 
with minimum learning grades. Such simplicity is informed with 
those highest standards of expression to which all l inguistic 
studies strive, It is a mighty testimony to the power of the Cause 
of God that such a work of independent high literary merit can 
be written in a language utterly different from the author's native 
tongue. By its own nature, her book will promot e unity - by 
bridging those gaps that are widening, in some parts of the 
world, between the simple mass of humankind and the defenders 
of an intellectual elitism. 

In the study of these pages all can and may come together, 
drawn by the compassionate sincerity of a dedicat ed mind and 
heart; here, around t.he goal of all our earthly str ivings, the 
meeting with God. And in this, the Iron Age of t he Cause, after 
the earthly setting of the Sun of Truth, such a meeting remains 
possible through the existence of an original , a divinely revealed, 
an authenticat ed, and an infallibly interpreted Scripture: 

"He hath established the words He hath revealed as Proo f of 
His reality and truth. " (Baha'u'l!ah) 

References: -
1) Text, page 28 
2) Text, page 1 
3) Text, page 18 
4) God Passes By - Shoghi Effendi (U.S.Ed.): p. XIII. 

Hugh McKinley 
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liTHE COUNTENANCE OF GOD" 

.when, as decreed by Thee, all Thy previous 
Revel at ionsculminated in Him Whom Thou hast appointed 
as the Lord of all who are in the heaven of revelation and 
the kingdom of creation, Him Whom Thou hast established 
as the Sovereign Lord of all who are in the heavens and all 
who are on the earth . He it was Whom Thou hast determined 
to be the Herald of Thy Most Great Revelation and the 
Announcer of Thy Most Anci ent Splendour ." I 

Baha'u'liah 

" . . . the youthful glory of the Bab, infinite in His 
tenderness, irresistible in His charm, unsurpassed in His 
heroism, matchless in the dramatic circumstances of His 
short yet eventful life ." 2 

Shoghi Effendi 

The Baha ' i world shall rejoice for ever at th e unique literary 
historicism of Hand of the Cause of God Hasan Balyuzi. 
Though one reads with excitement in the notice that he is 
presently engaged upon a Life of the Friend of God, the 
Prophet Murammad, it may be safe to say no work of his pen 
may exceed this justly-proportioned biography of his most 
illustrious Kinsman, TH E BAB. * 

It is a book from which eulogy and asseveration have alike been 
excluded ; one in which copious use is made - and for the first 
time to date in any historical exposition of the Baha'i Faith - of 
official documents, government papers and state records. 

Here is a book for the reflective mind; for those who, like Mulla 
Hu~ayn and Va rid, would first of all question, consider and 
weigh the facts of a situation, the warp of all argument. It stands 
as a small model of correct, formal historical presentation : 
original documents and sources, supported by rare and invaluable 
photographs of the same (and including unforgettable views of 
the places and buildings associated with the Martyr-Prophet of 
Shiraz, His companions and followers); a well-backgrounded 
chronological presentation of the early life, mission, incarcerations 
and passion of the Bab Himself; finally, a succinct account of 
those three major holocausts (at Tabarsl, Nayriz and Zanjan 
respectively) where the flower of His disciples was hemmed in, 
attacked and, finally, most bloodily butchered by the rep­
resentatives of that degenerate order whom their Lord had 
summoned to Judgement. 

A series of appendices brings together historical and political 
events of the time, the statements of British representatives and 
others in their dispatches about the happenings in Gilan and 
Tihran,a nd a most salutary conflation of 'various misinformations' 
these same officials as well as sundry other western travellers, 
authors and enquirers recorded and perpetuated about the Faith 
of the Bab; errors that continued, until the recent past, to 
confuse any casual investigators at a distance . 

Notes, index and immaculate bibliography make Mr Balyuzi's 
masterwork a Babi directory, from which extensive detail and 
exposition may be located in Baha'i Scripture, in the literature 
of the Faith , and in those general historical works and memoirs 
he has so closely studied and so clearly interpreted. 

Most moving and even more immediate is the personal note of 
recollection the author may bring through his family, believers 
in this Revelation from the time of Its inception - for example, 
of the assault upon and interrogation of his maternal great­
grandfather in Shiraz at the time of the Bab 's departure for 
Isfahan . 

Using the accounts of participants for exposition, mostly cited 
from his fellow-historian, Nabil'i ' A 'za m, Mr Balyuzi's utter self­
effacement yet enshrines a number ~f dazzling miniatures, where 
his spiritual cognition and most cultivated wit present a whole 
personality in half a line : 

"Haji Allah -Yar used such means as he knew best to take 
the bodies (of the Bab and Mirza Muhammad- ' Aliy-i ­
Zunuzi) away from under the eyes of the soldiers ." 

"Mulla Husayn was a man of profound scholarship and 
unbending ·will. Nothing daunted him." 

On Tahirih: 

"The Bab described ... Ouarratu'I-' Ayn ... as Tahirih , 
the Pure, and Siddiqih, the Truthful, and laid an injunction 
on His followers in 'Iraq to accept without question 
whatever she might pronounce, for they were not in a 
position to understand and appreciate her station." 
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The 'remarkable incident' that occurred when the Bab sojourned 
at Kulayn on His journey to A.dbarooyjan is cited, but not 
elucidated; if one may venture a regret , it is that the dramatic 
recognition of Ouddus' spiritual pre-eminence by Mulla Hu~yn is 
given but one line also - yet this concentration of emphases 
only upon the most exalted Subject of this biography is of 
artistic no less than of spiritual rightness. He it is of Whom the 
Lord of Hosts, Baha'u'liah Himself, has made these decisive 
statements - and such Word shall be final in making ownership 
of this book a treasure and its perusal a constant delight. 

Hugh McKinley 

* THE BAB H . M. Balyuzi £1.60p & $5.25 
George Ronald, Oxford and Baha'i Publishing Trust 

References: 
I Baha'u'lIah : Prayers & Meditations (U .S. Edition) No 128, 

pp 128/ 129. 
Shoghi Effendi: D ispensat ion of Baha'u'llah (British Edition) 
p 5. 

FI RE ON TH E MOUNT AI N TOP by Gloria Faizi 

A collection of stories about the early days of .the Faith, based 
on accounts gathered in Persia by Mr Sulaymani and written in 
Gloria Faizi's inimitable style. 

Here at last , in print , are some of the stories such as we have often 
been told at summer schools by Persian Baha'is whose families 
have served the Faith fo r several generations. 

For the most part they are stories about quite ordinary people, 
people like us, but people who suffered indignities, trials and 
humiliations and untold hardships for the Faith they loved, and 
at a time when they had no inkling of the world uniting vision 
which is a part of the Faith we know today. 

These stories show us very clearly the difficulties under which 
the early believers spread their Faith, but they also give a 
colourful picture of life in Persia in the last century. This book 
should be in every Baha'i library. LH 

BAHJd PUBLISHING TRUST 20p . 

THE ETE RNAL COVENANT by Counsellor Betty Reed 

This eight page boOklet, accompanied by some colourful diagrams, 
is a useful additional to all our libraries, but especially for new 
believers and for those who find difficulty in explaining the 
Covenant to their friends. 

BAHA'! PUBLISHING TRUST 25p 

CONTINENTAL BOARDS OF COUNSELLORS 

This compilation prepared by the Universal House of Justice 
has been reprinted. An additional four page letter from the 
House has been incorporated. 

BAHA'I PUBLISHING TRUST 10p 
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