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searching questions. We hope that this and subsequent events
of a similar nature will show the high standards of music that
the Faith seeks to express and will manifest the truth of
Bahd'u’lldh’s words:

“We have made music a ladder by which souls may
ascend to the realm on high.”

NEWTON AYCLIFFE — COUNTY DURHAM: The Faith was
publicly proclaimed for the first time within the new Sedgefield
District Council of County Durham recently. At the Clarence
Hall, Newton Aycliffe on 25 May, Philip Hainsworth addressed
a public gathering of Newtonians beautifully describing the
Bahad'i Faith. A wonderful spirit was experienced by those at the
meeting — including several non-Bahd'‘is. Lydia and Michael
Blakey wish sincerely to thank the friends from Durham and
Newcastle who came to support this meeting and especially the
Hainsworth family for coming to get Newton Aycliffe ‘off the
ground’.

NORWICH: The Religions Fair which was held in Norwich on
8 June undoubtedly represented a significant innovation for
this East Anglian cathedral city. In Chapel Field, a small but
beautifully kept public garden in the heart of the city, members
of religions and religious persuasions set up their tents or stalls
and disseminated information and literature about their respective
faiths. We were able to hire a marquee and Richard Morgan riot
only loaned the display he had made for last year’s Barsham
Fair, but he and his wife, Rosemary, gave a recital of songs
during the Fair. Other welcome Bahad'i helpers came from
Peterborough, Lowestoft, Henham, Yaxham and Twickenham.

Wide publicity had been given to the event by the organisers and
the Press gave good coverage (without, however, managing to
mention the Baha'i Faith by name!). We had inserted a double-
column advertisement in the local paper featuring the quotation -
“Consort with the followers of all religions in a spirit of
friendliness and fellowship”. In spite of a morning of steady
rain and a chilly afternoon the Bahd'i marquee was well
patronised by interested enquirers of all age groups. We hope
to hear further from a number of these who were obviously
deeply impressed by the universality of the message. The
Chairman of the Parks and Gardens Amenities Committee
visited the Fair and was outspoken in his approval of this type
of ‘attraction to the Gardens’, asking us to request a repeat of
the event; it is hoped to hold it annually. Having seen the
amazing response in bad weather we can but look forward
eagerly to the crowds that a fine day could bring. It is worth
noting that our Cedar of Lebanon, planted to mark the centenary
of the Declaration of Bahd’u’lldh, flourishes in this very garden.
Thanks are certainly due to the organisers, Mr and Mrs Pete
and Frankie Green (not Baha’is) who initiated the project in
the desire for people to gain a knowledge and understanding of
each other’s religious beliefs.

First Bahd'i teaching effort at University of East Anglia:
Geoff Collins, Stephen Thompson and Julie Wingard, the three
Bahd'i students at the University, recently arranged for a
fireside at the University Chaplaincy. Several enquirers attended
the talk which was given by Bob Cheek, and joined in the lively
discussion which followed.

The Baha’f marquee at Norwich Religions Fair
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The Mayor of Rochdale photographed with Bahd’ls from
Bradford, Cheadle, Leeds, Preston, Oldham and Rochdale
who attended the presentation.

ROCHDALE: Last year the Heywood Group had a well-
supported, well-publicised Proclamation event, and now that
they have been drawn within the Rochdale area, they com-
memorated the Martyrdom of the Bdb with a very full day.
It began when Bahd'is from Leeds, Bradford, Preston, Stockport
and Oldham arrived in the morning for a devotional service at
11.30 am. This was followed by a buffet lunch when contacts,
including the Editor of the local paper, joined the Bahd'is.At
2 pm a convoy of cars set out for Rochdale Town Hall, to meet
the first Mayor of the new Metropolitan District, Councillor
A. A. Kaufman. Mrs Lois Hainsworth, as Editor of the Bahd'i
Journal, presented him with a copy of ‘““Bahd’u’lldh and the
New Era”.

Among those present was a Bahd'i, Hannalore Middlebrook of
Bradford, whose home town is Beilefeld which is the twin city
of Rochdale, and which the Mayor had recently visited officially.
The Mayor then took the Baha'is on a tour of the Town Hall and
afterwards Alan Woodhurst of Preston was invited to play the
organ in the main hall. The Mayor then invited Lois Hainsworth
to sing, which was appreciated not only by the Bahd'i party, but
many people who work in the Town Hall were drawn to listen.
After tea in the Mayor’s Parlour, the Bahd'is took their leave,
happy in the knowledge of the teaching work they had
accomplished on this great Holy Dgy. The day closed by
inviting two people they met in the Town Hall back to Heywood
to an impromptu fireside, who showed a keen interest in the
Faith, having read previously the weekly publicity in the local
paper. Seven contacts in all participated in the day's events, and
two local newspapers (Heywood and Rochdale) printed photo-
graphs and articles, giving further publicity for the Faith in the
area.

SEVENOAKS: On Saturday, 15 June, Sevenoaks had the great
privilege of a piano recital by Sylvia Schulman, which provided
a delightful evening for about fifty Baha'is and non-Bahd'is. The
Group were fortunate to be allowed to hold it in the house of a
non-Bahd'i, a most kind and helpful Methodist, because the
Music Club piano was housed there, and this gave it a warm and

intimate atmosphere which greatly enhanced the evening.

Sylvia‘s wonderful playing was much appreciated by the audience
(mainly non-Bahd‘i), and she interspersed this naturally and
attractively with short and effective talks on the Faith.

The Group had previously circularised between 250 and 300
addresses with an invitation and programme, which also contained
information about Sylvia and her connection with the Faith.
These addresses included all Sevenoaks Music Club (some of
whose members attended the recital) as well as the local M.P.,
the Town Mayor (a new institution!), the occupants of Knole
House (Lord and Lady Sackville), the editors of the local
newspapers, etc., all of whom declined most courteously for one
reason or another, but wished us well!



August 1974

There was a photograph and short account before the recital in
both local papers, but only one paper printed a shortened version
of the appreciation supplied by a member of Sevenoaks Music
Club. We shall have to wait and see whether the seeds sown
bear fruit.

The following Friday Ted Cardell came to our Fireside, and we
had another stimulating evening of discussion and slides with one
or two contacts present.

We have had four declarations since last December, two adults
and two Youth, but one adult now lives in Spain and one youth
is ‘loaned’ to Shrewsbury during term-time (our blind friend
from Uganda, Francis) as he is studying there, so we are
naturally anxious to find those few but elusive ‘waiting souls’
who will help us to form an Assembly!

SOUTHPORT: On 8 May Mrs Laetitia Shanks passed away, and
was buried according to Bahd’i Law. This was the first Bahd'i
funeral in Southport, and quite perplexed the undertaker who
needed to pay someone to officiate! Mrs Shanks was the oldest
Bahd'i in Sefton, aged 86. It was a beautiful service with readings
from other sources including Bahd'i.

On 6 and 7 July Sefton Bahd'i Youth are organising a Youth
Weekend. We have had the opportunity to take the service at
the Southport Unitarian Church on Sunday 7 July, so it will be
quite an eventful weekend, and we are hoping for great support.

TRAFFORD: On Friday 28 June, the Trafford Baha'is presented
the local M.P., Winston Churchill Jnr., with a copy of “The
Proclamation of Bahd‘u’llah’’ and Gloria Faizi's book on the
Baha'i Faith. He was delighted that we should think of him and
showed warm appreciation. This was followed the next day by
a mini-exhibition at the annual Stretford Pageant held in a
beautiful local park. Despite gloomy weather forecasts, our
prayers won us some lovely sunshine, and after the initial work
of getting everything ready everyone relaxed, listening to some
beautiful songs recorded by Fiona Dunn; then later some live
music from Ted Edwards and David Brown. Over 100 people
took away literature voluntarily, and several hundred people
stopped to look at the exhibition material. A pleasant inter-
change of information took place between some charming
young people from the Divine Light Mission who stayed an hour
or more enjoying and contributing to a loving atmosphere.
What the results of the day actually were in terms of people
being attracted to the Faith we cannot tell, but the park keeper
was very impressed that we were one of the few stalls to clear
litter from our own patch. A lot of work and support came from
the Manchester and Stockport communities, otherwise the five
members of Trafford group would have found it impossible to
put on the event. We are sure that such loving inter-community
co-operation is the key to ‘recharging the batteries’ of smaller
groups like ourselves. Our thanks and loving greetings to all
who helped in any way.

The exhibition material — three boards 7' high x 4’ wide —
is available for hire to communities. We are charging what they
can afford and giving the proceeds to the National Fund. Those
interested should contact Mrs Margaret Grant of the Trafford
Group.

The Bahd ‘i exhibit in Trafford
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Children attending the day school at Winchester

WAVENEY (SUFFOLK): We held a most successful public
meeting, the first ever, in the Theatre Centre at Lowestoft on
Friday 3 May.

Earlier that same day the Seals and Crofts film ‘The Riding
Thumb’ was shown at the Technical College in Lowestoft, after
which Phillip Hinton answered the students’ questions about the
Faith.

At the evening meeting he gave a talk entitled ‘World Unity’, and
the film about the Temple in Panama was shown. This was
followed by tea and coffee, and informal discussion. About
forty people attended, over half of which were non-Bahd'is and
the Waveney Group are very grateful to the friends who
supported them from Norwich.

Several very interested people were invited to an informal social
evening at the home of a Bahd'i in Lowestoft the next evening,
where a slide show ‘Carmel, Mountain of God’ was shown, and
a very friendly evening was enjoyed by all.

As a result of these two evenings at least twelve people in and
around Lowestoft are becoming very close to the faith, including
a United Reform minister, a Spiritualist, a Quaker and a
Meditator (T.M.).

A follow-up meeting is being planned for late June and the
Waveney Baha'is will have a stall at Barsham Medieval Faire, as
they did last year.

WINCHESTER: On Sunday 26 May, a very happy and successful
Children’s Day School was held at ‘Northleigh’, Winchester,
when twenty-six children from the ages of two to twelve years,
took part in drama, song, painting and dancing sessions, all
illustrating various aspects of the Bahd'i Teachings.

Children and parents came from as far afield as Derby and
Cardiff. Each child was given a photograph of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd,
and at the end of the school — the tiny tots kissed their parents
as they presented them with a flower from ‘' ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s
Garden’.

Our community and friends had the bounty of a visit from
David Hofman who spoke on Progressive Revelation, for which
we are all very grateful.

Wyn Pratley has recently been on a week’s travel-teaching trip
to Guernsey and in June we had the joy of a Bahd'i wedding,
when Christine Knight of our community married a Canadian
Baha'i, Roy Stone.

“BAHA’l NEWS”

Communities which have news of world wide interest
should send their typed contributions to:

Ted Cardell,
Manor Farm,
Great Paxton,

St. Neots. Hunts.

Where possible, these should be accompanied by glossy
black and white photographs.
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INVESTMENT SCHEME — LOAN APPEAL

The appeal for loans to support the work of the Trust has now
reached just over £22,200, but there is a long way to go before
the target of £35,000 will be reached. The friends may be
interested to know that loans have come from as far afield as
Australia and New Zealand.

You may wish to be reminded that loans can be made in any
multiple of £25 for fixed periods of 10 or 20 years bearing
interest at the rate of:—

7%% p.a. on a 10 year loan and

8% p.a.ona 20 year loan.

The Trust acknowledges with gratitude the help given by those
who contributed to a previous appeal who have extended their
repayment time into the new appeal.

Application for loan forms and further information from: —
The Publishing Trust, 2 South Street, Oakham, LE15 6HY.

LIVING THE LIFE

This is the latest in the series of compilations prepared by
the Universal House of Justice to be published by the Trust,
and has been planned so that it may form a companion
volume to “PATTERN OF BAHA'([ LIFE”. In addition to
the original compilation sent to National Assemblies on 24
November 1972, this edition contains a letter of further
guidance sent by the Universal House of Justice to National
Assemblies on 6 February 1973.

The booklet contains guidance of all kinds and in general
elaborates upon the teachings contained in “PATTERN OF
BAHA'l LIFE”. The first part of it is entirely taken up with
quotations from the letters of Shoghi Effendi ,for example:—

“The great thing is to ‘live the life' — to have our lives
so saturated with the Divine teachings and the Baha'i
Spirit that people cannot fail to see a joy, a power, a love,
a purity, a radiance, an efficiency in our character and
work that will distinguish us from worldly-minded people
and make people wonder what is the secret of this new
life in us’’.

The value of this book is enhanced by the inclusion of a
comprehensive index as so many facets are mentioned in the
letters.

Our National Assembly has made a gift to believers in the
United Kingdom of a copy of this booklet but it is available
from the Trust at 20p.

“LIVING THE LIFE" : ; s : ’ 20p.
“PATTERN OF BAHA'[LIFE” . : ; ! 12p.

Living
THE
LIFE

A Compilation

ing Trust

THE BOOKTRADE

TRUST STAFF WEDDING

On 18 May June Rose, the first member of staff to be
employed full time by the Trust which she joined on leaving
school three years ago, was married. Although neither June
nor her husband, Alan Strickland, are Baha'is, quite a number
of the Trust customers throughout the world feel that they
know her and the first of many telegrams of congratulation
read out at the wedding reception was from Ken Gratton,
Treasurer of the Bahd'i Book Sales Committee of Australia,
cabled from Coogee.

BOOKS ON THE BAB

With 20 October, the Birthday of the Bab, as the next Holy
Day in our calendar, the Trust would like to remind the friends
of two books on the Bdb. The first is the magnificent volume
written by Hand of the Cause Hasan Balyuzi, “THE BAB',
which was extensively reviewed in Journal No. 217 of June
1973, and which is a model of literary historicism. The author’s
family have been believers in this Revelation since its inception
and the book contains reference to documents hitherto un-
published, in addition to appendices which bring together
historical and political events of the time and statements of
British representatives and others about happenings in Persia.

The second book, “EDWARD GRANVILLE BROWNE AND
THE BAHA'l FAITH" is an assessment by Mr Balyuzi of the
writings of Professor Browne on the Baha'i Faith. Professor
Browne first became interested in the Babi religion when he
was a very young man and this interest was sustained throughout
his life. He was privileged to have had an audience with
Baha'u’lldh and we owe to him the only pen-portrait which
exists of the Blessed Beauty.

“THE BAB" . ? $ ’ 3 ; . £1.60
“EDWARD GRANVILLE BROWNE AND THE
BAHA'l FAITH” . ; : . £2.00

Both published by George Ronald and available to believers
in the British Isles from the Bahd'i Publishing Trust.

“TOKENS from the Writings of Bahd’u’lldh’’: US Trust: £5

A collection of the Writings made and illustrated by Joy and
Constance Conrader, both of whom are artists and writers. The
book and jacket were designed by Eunice Braun and contains
a varied selection of quotations illustrated by photographs and
line drawings of flowers, birds, leaves etc. A delightful
presentation volume.
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