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ENGLISH GOALS COMMITTEE

Dear Friends,

Many thanks for your letters regarding the activities in your par-
ticular Community. It does make it easier to give an up to date
report when the news flows in regularly. This committee feels
that they can sense the beginning of an upsurge in the spirit and
effort in many of the goal towns and believe that this is directly
connected with the recent visit of Hand of the Cause, John
Robarts, when he drew to the attention of the Friends generally
the importance of prayer. We have received reports from several
communities that they have begun regular ‘sessions’ of 500
Remover of Difficulties and already results are beginning to show.

We would like to see.a bigger response to our circular letter sent
out in August, so far only fifteen replies have been received.
Please consult together on the ways in which you can help the
goal towns to achieve assembly status and let us have your
deliberations so that we are able to formulate a plan of campaign.

With loving Baha”n’greetings.
English Goals Committee.

AYLESBURY

There are now six adults and three youth in this community. They
have reported that accommodation is available to anyone who is
able to pioneer there and that there is a good College of Further
Education in the town, Weekly firesides are held every Wednesday
at 2 Hastoe Park, Aylesbury. The Friends hope to have a shop
window display shortly, followed by a public meeting. Please
support these activities as much as you can.

BANGOR

The Friends in Bangor have been very active recently with a visit
during the early part of October from Richard St. Barbe Baker
and a One Day School on October 25th which was supported ably
by Friends from Liverpool, Chester, Southport and Ellesmere
Port, as well as visits from Communities as far apart as Shrews-
bury and Pontypridd. They mention particularly the saying of
500 Remover of Difficulties at the One Day School and the
arrival of Elizabeth Albrow at nearby Menai Bridge.

CHELMSFORD

The recent wedding of Naysan Faizi received very good publicity
in Chelmsford. Unfortunately they were not able to hold * their
planned Week-end School in September but hope to arrange
another shortly. They have recently been joined by Miss S. Ziai,
which brings the total number of adults in the Community to six.

CARLISLE

We were delighted to receive the news of the declaration in Carlisle
of Mr. Roger Burton which brings this community to eight adults.
A One Day School was held in October and much support is
received from local Communities and Friends.

DERBY

A Public Meeting was held in Derby on the 1st November at which
the Speaker was Philip Hainsworth. The Friends from Nottingham,
Eccles, Sheffield and many other Communities supported this
venture and it is hoped that it will enable the Faith to become
established in this goal town which has only one Bahé'l'residing
and is very much in need of assistance.

DURHAM

There are now six adults and two youth in Durham. Regular
firesides are held and the Friends recently welcomed a visit from
Geoffrey Bridle of Peterborough when there were twenty-five to
thirty people present. This community receives regular support
from the Friends in Newcastle.

HEREFORD

This Community now consists of seven Baha"ﬁ, having recently
been joined by Miss Natalie Msimang, and hold regular firesides
on Wednesday evenings. Barney and Erica Leith have recently
returned from Haifa and Barney has been asked to speak to a local
organisation about their visit.

KENDAL

This community continue actively to teach the faith in Kendal,
as well as supporting other communities. They hold weekly fire-
sides every Friday and once a month hold an advertised meeting
with a visiting speaker. They also hold a meeting once a month
inviting a non-Baha’i speaker to talk on their work. In October
the speaker was, wait for it — His Worship the Mayor Of Kendal,
speaking on the work of the Corporation. In December the visit-
ing speaker will be speaking on ‘The Teaching of Comparative
Religion in Schools’. | think we could all take a leaf out of their
book — how about if Friends, get busy!
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LINCOLN

This Community received good publicity from the recent wedding
of Mr. B. Parattian. Firesides are held and a series of public meet-
ings is being arranged over the next few months. An mterestmg
point, a Bahd'i songbook belonging to one of the Bah4'f children
is being used in the school.

OAKHAM

Derek and Seema Cockshut are in the process of settling in Oakham
and we hope that this community will soon grow in numbers.
Their goal is to achieve Assembly status by Rigvafn, 1972.

RYDE

We are delighted to say that Dorothy Brown from Poole has now
taken up residence in Ryde (bringing the total on the Island to
three adults and one youth). They have recently held a most
successful Week-end School which was preceded by a shop window
display — a cutting from a local newspaper about the shop wmdow
and meeting was sent to the committee by a non-Baha’ { living
outside Portsmouth! According to many reports received, a reall
enjoyable time was had by all who attended and many non- Bah4'is
were present.

SHREWSBURY

This Community continues to teach the Faith consistently and
several Public Meetings have been held recently. There have been
more declarations in Shrewsbury and surrounding districts and
the latest report is that they are now eight adults and four youth—
but keep watching this page!

ST. AUSTELL

This is another goal town where a most successful Week-end
School was recently held with about thirty attending. There are
quite a large number of children in St. Austell and regular
children’s classes are held which are well attended. It is hoped
that a youth project can be arranged for next summer — how
about planning to take your holidays in Cornwall next year? Wlth
the arrival of Mrs. Naomi Long there are now five adult Bahd'fs
in St. Austell.

ST. HELIER (Channel Islands)

At the moment there is no one actually residing in St. Helier itself
although Beryl de Gruchy continues to try and teach the Faith
from nearby Bagot. Please pray for this difficult goal and contact
the Pioneer Committee if you feel able to assist in any way.

GUERNSEY (Channel Islands)
Still remains unopened.

ISLE OF MAN

We are delighted to report that Molly Hughes from Glasgow is
now definitely in the process of settling in the Isle of Man. We
wish her every success in her teaching work and know that she
will appreciate the thoughts and prayers of all the Friends.

LAPSED ASSEMBLIES:

EPSOM

A great deal has been happening in Epsom since the departure of
the Bates family and there now appears no doubt that they will
regain their Assembly status at Ridva’n. Phillip and Ann Hinton
are in the process of settling in their new home and we have just
heard that there has been a declaration, which must bring the
number to nine.

NORTHAMPTON

This Community is badly in need of pioneers, it appears that the
numbers will be even further reduced shortly so please pray that
the necessary pioneers will arise to help establish this Community
once more.

PETERBOROUGH

A Deepening School was held recently in Peterborough and  was
well attended. Regular monthly public meetings are held and the
Friends are asked to continue to support their efforts.

YORK

There are at present four Bah4'{s resident in York and they con-
tinue to be actively supported by the Assemblies of Bradford and
Leeds with regular meetings and Firesides. The Youth will be
holding their annual Winter School in York again over the
Christmas holiday and certain activities are planned to coincide
with their visit.
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REMOVAL OF VOTING RIGHTS
HEAVY PENALTIES SPIRITUALLY

The removal of voting rights is an administrative sanction, it is
not excommunication. A believer who has had his/her voting
rights removed is still a Baha'l. It is, however, a very serious step
indeed. As well as being removed from the voting list, which
means that the believer without voting rights is not eligible to be
elected to a local assembly, or as a delegate to Convention, or to
the National Assembly or the Universal House of Justice, the
removal of voting rights brings other sanctions. Shoghi Effendi’s
guider}ce on this matter is to be found on p. 86 of “Principles of
Baha’i Administration’,, under the heading “‘Effect of Depriva-
tion’’, and reads as follows:
‘“Regarding the matter of believers who have been deprived
of their voting rights; just as no one should ever be deprived
of his voting right lightly, it should, likewise, be realised that
to be deprived of it is a grave matter, and involving heavy
penalties spiritually. People who have been so deprived should
not be permitted to attend any meetings involving the ad-
ministration of the Cause, such as an election or a Nineteen
Day Feast. They can attend the Nine Holy Days however;
they should not be married by Bah5'|'Law, no money should
be accepted from them, they should not be given credentials
(which imply a member of the community in good standing)
nor should they be used officially as teachers or speakers.”

SOMETIMES NO ALTERNATIVE

The National Assembly is always reluctant to remove a believer’s
voting rights, and tries by every possible means, sometimes over
periods of many months, to help the Friends to make the
necessary adjustments in their lives so that the removal of voting
rights is not necessary. When all efforts are to no avail, however,
voting rights are removed. When a Law of Baha'u’llah is deli-
berately violated, such as the Law requiring parental consent to
marriage and a Bahé’l’marriage ceremony, then there is no alter-
native but to remove the believer’'s voting rights. The National
Assembly asks everyone carefully to note all this, especially the
heavy spiritual penalties involved, for a believer without voting
rights is deprived of playing a full part in Bahaf'l'Community life,
and his/her services to the Faith are very much restricted. Voting
rights can be restored whenever the believer has correciéd that
action which was the cause of their removal, and the National
Assembly always welcomes the opportunity to restore a believer’s
voting rights.

YOUTH NEWS

The National Youth Committee is delighted to announce the
formation .of the first Irish Youth Committee, which will act as
an arm of the National Youth Committee. We are sure that this
new committee will prove invaluable in the Proclamation of the
Faith in Ireland.

The Youth Winter School will be held again this year at York,
from 20 to 28 December. Any youth who has been to a large
gathering such as a winter school will know that the atmosphere
is electric, and leaves everyone with renewed enthusiasm to do
something for the Faith. It is with this in mind that the National
Youth Committee is consulting with the Goals Committees to
find out what are the respective goal town priorities, so that this
enthusiasm can be channelled to priority goal towns. It is hoped
that groups of youth will invade various goal towns after the
winter school to help with the teaching work there.

A European Congress of Youth will be held in BELGIUM from
10-13 April, 1971. Sessions will be held in English and French.
More information about this exciting occasion will follow later
but in the meantime, if any youth who are considering going can
translate English into French, would they please contact the
secretary of the National Youth Committee:

Miss Hazel Baller,

58 Coval Lane,

Chelmsford, Essex.

A Swiss Winter School will be held in Fiesch, Valais, Switzerland
between 25 December 1970 and 3 January 1971. Sessions will be
held in French and German. If anyone should require more
information about this school, please contact the National Youth
Committee secretary, address above.
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TRAVEL TEACHING COMMITTEE

Several itineraries arranged by this Committee have now taken
place. Hand of the Cause John Robarts and his wife Audrey
toured the British Isles for six weeks and it is evident that there
is a new spirit of prayer and dedication amongst the Friends
since their visit. An outstanding example of the success of the
meetings was the declaration of six new believers in Birmingham.

At very short notice Counsellor Betty Reed visited Epsom, Isle
of Wight, Portsmouth, Brighton, Hove, Bournemouth, Poole,
Chelmsford and Durham. She has reported successful meetings
and has confirmed the ““wonderful bubbling spirit throughout the
community, and a lot of activity.”

Two very spiritual young American Bah4'fs from Hawaii, Sheldon
and Linda Ramer, visited various communities and their complete
reliance on the Will of God was an inspiration to all those whom
they met.

One declaration in Cambridge was a result of their visit.

Geoff Bridle of Peterborough had some very good meetings on
his travel teaching trip to Durham, Carlisle, Kendal, Burnley,
Liverpool and Kirkby. Not only was he a great help in these
places, but the trip gave him new spirit and inspiration.

Richard Battrick, whilst visiting Britain from New Zealand, and
before going on Pilgrimage, visited Newton Aycliffe, York, Leeds,
Peterborough and Cambridge, showing some excellent slides of
Bahd'fs in New Zealand and New Caledonia where his parents,
Owen and Jeanette Battrick, are pioneers.

Philip O’Brien from Dublin had an excellent ten days in Eccles,
Manchester, Chester, Shrewsbury, Hereford and Newport. He
reports that he “couldn’t be happier’” with the trip and feels
“completely rejuvenated”. We have heard from various places
that they were very pleased with his visits and Shrewsbury, ‘in
particular, want him back soon!

By next issue of the Journal we hope to have some news for you
regarding a new scheme to carry out the Universal House of
Justice’s request that ‘Systematic plans’ for a ‘constant stream of
visiting teachers to every locality’ be made. This will require the
wholehearted co-operation of every Baha’'i in every Baha'l Com-
munity which we are sure will be forthcoming.

All enquiries to:
Mrs. Sylvia Benatar, Secretary,
63 Hurst Park Avenue,
Cambridge, CB4 2AA
Tel. 0223-51467

SALES COMMITTEE

The following items are, or will shortly be available through the
Sales Committee, 44 Highbank, Brighton BN 1 5GB.

1 Long playing record ““Fire and Snow’’ — sixteen songs com-
posed and sung by Baha'fs. Approximate cost in the United
Kingdom will be £2.17.6. If a large enough order can be sent
to the American Publishing Trust, it may be possible to reduce
the cost of £2.9.6. Ten weeks' delivery.

2 Baha'{ wall calendars and pocket calendars are already on
order but are not expected to arrive until January 1971. Wall
calendars will cost 2/6 and pocket calendars 8d. Please do not
send money with your order — payment is due on delivery.

3 A few copies of the Sales Committee stock lists are still avail-
able. A copy may be obtained by sending a request to
the above address together with a stamped addressed envelope.
Some of the materials listed, which include posters, invitation
forms, display cards, slides and tapes, may be of considerable
use for proclamation.
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BAHA'l PUBLISHING TRUST
DECIMALISATION AND PRICE CHANGES

Decimal currency
On February 15th next existing shillings and pennies will cease
to be used, being replaced by the new decimal currency.

New Catalogue

In readiness for this change the Trust are preparing a new descrip-
tive catalogue to be accompanied by a price-list giving all prices
in NEW PENCE (N.P.).

All local Assemblies in the British Isles will be sent a copy FREE
as soon as it is available, which is expected to be in early Feb-
ruary; individuals will then be able to obtain copies at 10NP (2/-)
each, post free.

Increased prices )

Constant rapid rises in printing costs are forcing us to frequently y
increase our prices so the price-list will be revised and issued
afresh every six months.

Imported books and pamphlets
Owing to substantial rises in postage, carriage and other costs we
are forced to increase the price of all imported items by 10%.

To avoid confusion and for the convenience of the friends we are
postponing this increase to coincide with the change to decimal
currency and, providing we have the items in stock so that we
can despatch them before February 1st, we will not charge this
extra 10% on orders received by us before January 10th.

Invoices

Invoices for goods despatched by us before the end of January
will be priced in shillings and pence; all invoices for goods des-
patched by us on or after February 1st 1971 will be priced in
New Pennies (N.P.).

77
BAHA’'l WORLD, Volume 13

It is much regretted that owing to delay at the printer, it
will still be some time before we receive this book from
Haifa.
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PROCLAMATION COMMITTEE
PRESS RELEASES

The Proclamation Committee is in the process of preparing several
standard press releases which can be used locally to obtain some
publicity for the Faith. Naturally, local newspapers are interested
in local people and the committee feels that one of the best ways
of obtaining publicity for the Faith is when one of the local
believers goes on pilgrimage.

We would, therefore, ask members of the community who feel
that they have an ability, to submit a proposed press release to
the community. This release should consist of 200/300 words
and we would be grateful if you would submit it to Mrs. Margaret
Bachrich, 63 Nelson Road, Ipswich iP4 4DU, before the end of
December in order that the Committee can use all your contri-
butions to compile a release tc be distributed for general use
amongst the community.

EXHIBITS

The following Bahd'{ exhibits may be borrowed free from Mr,
Ted Cardell, Manor Farm, Great Paxton, St. Neots, Hunts. Local
assemblies or groups should arrange to collect them from Manor
Farm or bear transport and other costs.

1 "“The Earth is One Country and Mankind its Citizens”’. A
revolving stage displaying dclls in many national costumes
dancing round a globe. A stage surrounds all. The above
caption is fixed over the top. Spotlights on dolls and caption.
Stands on table. Separately, an illuminated box 2'x1'x10"
showing prayer for all nations. This exhibit travels in three
packing cases and was delivered to Cornwall and back by
British Railways van for £7. Handyman needed to assemble
by diagram.

2 Eight coloured photos of the Holy Places (8" x 10”) plus
poster of four temples and information, 3’ x 4'. Can be sent
by post.

3 Wording ‘The Bahal’l’Faith" mounted on 11" base. Letters
are 12" high in %" polystyrene. Dismantles into package for
back seat of car. Designed to be mounted over big shop
window, etc., inside or outside. |s waterproof.

4 Display box. World map with 80 coloured lights showing
N.S.A.s 4 x 3’ x 10", Stands on table. Travels by van or boot
of big car.

5 Display box. Map of Europe with photos of eight Rulers to
receive letters from Baha'u’llah. Coloured ribbons run to
lighted box showing names of Kings with comments. Stands
on table. Travels in van .or big car boot, Opens out to 3’ x
8'. Travels as 3’ x 4’ x 10",

6 Coloured photos of Shrine and Temple in glassed frames 16"
x 20"". Only travels by car.

Please book well ahead and pack very carefully when returning.

BRAND NEW PUBLICATION!

Stories for Children - by Jacqueline Mehrabi

Thirteen beautifully written stories, each one subtley highlighting
a simple moral, are presented in this exciting first publication by
Jackie Mehrabi.

The gaily coloured drawings which illustrate each tale in this 8’
x 5’ publication make this a book which every child will want
and will treasure, indeed, while reading these stories together
simple lessons of living happily may be learned by children and
parents, alike. Price 6/-.

STOP PRESS!

’Bahé’l’ News Index’, Volumes 1, 2 & 3, are now in stock price
19/- each.

Volume 4 is also available from the U.S.A. and the Trust will be
delighted to order this item for you on request. Price 20/-.
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