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NEWS FROM THE COMMUNITIES

ABERDEEN: ‘The Spirit of the Age’ was the title of a talk given
by Betty Shepherd at a public meeting in Aberdeen on the
20 November. Thirty-two people were present, including seven-
teen non-Baha'fs. A weekend school followed on 21/22 Novem-
ber when talks were given by Stan Fox and Peter Fothergill. Our
guest speaker, Dr. Mary Esselmont, gave a very interesting and
enlightening talk on ‘The United Nations’, after which she joined
in a very happy discussion on subjects including the life of her
cousin, the late Dr. John Esselmont. His book ‘Bahd’u’lldh and
the New Era’ was presented to her; she told us that her own
copy had been given to someone many years ago and she was
very happy to receive another one.

BLACKPOOL: Public meetings are held on the last Sunday of
each month at 2.30 p.m. at the Bispham Community Centre,
and the Blackpool community is very grateful for the support
they have received from Kendal, Burnley, Southport and Man-
chester. As some friends may spend holidays in Blackpool, the
community there would be grateful for their support when pass-

ing through. Ernest Gregory is to be the speaker for February.

CHEADLE: World Religion Day was selected as the opportunity
to hold the first public meeting for a very long time, with Philip
Hainsworth speaking to the theme ‘Progressive Revelation’. Over
thirty people attended this most successful meeting. Philip, using
an audience participation technique, inspired the Baha'is and
aroused deep interest in the visitors.

DUMBARTON: We have been having considerable difficulty with
our teaching programme. At each meeting we would discuss and
debate what to do, but the fact remained that we were at a stand-
still — we had ceased to meet people — those who had already
heard of the Faith did not seem interested in learning more — no
new faces appeared at our firesides. Then we heard John Robarts
speak — he proposed two formulae to help us — pray the
Remover of Difficulties 500 times and use the Long Obligatory
Prayer. Collectively and individually, we determined to do this.
Since then, doors have opened to our teaching our our spirits are
soaring.

DUNDEE: This young and youthful community joyously wel-
comed Miss Beryl Hargreaves, a youth from Burnley, bringing
our number to seven adults and two youth. Despite regular
advertising and the holding of public meetings, firesides still prove
to be the most effective way of teaching the Faith. Ronald
Taherzadeh-Malmiri gave a slide-talk on ‘Israel — Land of Four
World Faiths’ to a Young Wives Club and was subsequently
asked by them to give a talk on the Faith. A one day school held
in November was supported by over fifty Baha'is from every
major community in Scotland. The next one day school will be
held on February 21 at 100 Forthill Road, Broughty Ferry,
Dundee. This is a Baha'l home — if you let us know beforehand
and bring a sleeping bag, you are welcome to stay overnight.

Philip Hainsworth explains a panel of the ‘New Era’ exhibition
to a group in Leeds.
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DUNLOGHAIRE: May Bowers writes: ‘To all the loving friends
both near and far, who were so kind with prayers and letters and
cards to me during my stay in hospital after a nasty accident:
Please accept my sincere thanks, may Baha'ulldh bless you
all, thank God | am on the way to recovery. My warmest love
and remembrance to you all in my prayers’.

GLASGOW: The Baha'ls of Glasgow observed World Religion
Day at the Andrew Melville House, Glasgow. The meeting started
with/ Eeadings from the Hindu, Jewish, Bhuddist, Christian and
Baha'i Faiths, followed by talks by the Rev. J. Morrow, Chaplain
of Glasgow University, and Commander John More-Nesbitt on
‘One World — One Nation — One Religion’. Twenty-five of the
sixty people who attended were non-Baha'fs and many have
promised to attend future meetings.

KIRKWALL: On 27 December, at a public meeting on the island
of Hoy, the speaker was Lambe Fananapazir and the chairman
John Morley, of Dublin, who spent some time in Kirkwall in
December. Books were presented to three people who attended
the meetings. In connection with World Religion Day a meeting
was held in Kirkwall with readings from scriptures of the world’s
religions, and this was followed by meetings in three country
districts of the Orkney Mainland.

LEEDS: ‘The New Age’ exhibition was mounted in a large show-
room in a very central location in this city, next to a well-known
department store in one of the main thoroughfares. It was opened
by the chairman of the Leeds District Council of the United
Nations and it is estimated that something like 5000 people
stopped to look in the huge windows and 250 came into the
exhibition. A large quantity of free literature was given away and
a fair number of books sold. Every member of the community
who was able threw themselves into building and manning the
exhibition and we were grateful for the help of Stephen Jenker-
son, of Oxford. There was a report in the press and excellent
radio publicity — three advance announcements and an interview
of two Bahd'is during the exhibition. World Religion Day followed
the exhibition and a meeting was held in the hall of the Unitarian
Church, under the chairmanship of the minister, with an excellent
pane}l /of speakers from the Hindu, Jewish, Christian, Moslem and
Baha'i Faiths. We were asked to summarise this meeting for the
radio, and one of the Baha'fs was asked to broadcast the summary.
In addition, we have bee/n,asked to prepare a thirty minute broad-
cast solely on the Baha'i Faith. Speakers continue to give talks
on the Faith to Townswomens Guilds and other groups in and
around Leeds.

MANCHESTER: On the te/le/vision programme ‘Seven Days’ led
by Michael Scott, four Baha'is, George Bowers, Dr. Ta'eed],/Terry
Maginsky and Wilma Fairbank, were able to bring Baha'i prin-
ciples into the discussion and had at least half of the audience
speaking time. Between four and six million people listen to this
programme and will have heard of the Faith through the medium
of television on this occasion. World Religion Day was celebrated
in the Lord Mayor’s Parlour of the Town Hall with a panel of
speakers on the Hindu, Jewish, Christian, and Moslem Faiths and
was attended by about sixty people. There was a declaration at
the end of the meeting.

NORTH BERWICK: The first ever one day school will be held
in the Hope Rooms, Forth Street, North Berwick on February 13
from 2—8 p.m. There will be talks and a slide show.

RICHMOND: A youth school will be held in Richmond-upon-
Thameson February 27/28 at the Richmond Community Centre,
beginning at 1 p.m. on Saturday and finishing at 6 p.m. on Sun-
day. The theme will be ‘Some Answered Questions’. There will
be a social on the Saturday evening from 8—11 p.m.

SWINTON: The public meeting organised for United Nations
Day was a stimulating and thought provoking session. Under the
charming chairmanship of the Borough Librarian, Mr. Devereux,
the Area Officer of the United Nations, Mr. McKinnon painted a
despondent and pessimistic picture of this particular stage of the
history of mankind. He spoke of the starvation, poverty and pollu-
tion facing the world today and of how the United Nations,
which could be so effective in combating these evils, was limited
by the indifference of ‘the man in the street’. Philip Hainsworth,
speaking on the Baha'{ Faith, gave an outline of its history and
principles, and drew attention to the ways in which the appli-
cation of the Baha'l principles could effectively solve the prob-
lems of the world.

WIGAN: About four hundred invitations were sent to members
of the clergy and headmasters inviting them to participate in our
two World Religion meetings, and, in addition, a few thousand
leaflets were distributed to the public. Recently Dr. Ta'eed had a
very interesting interview with the local newspaper and as a
result the Faith is better known in the area.
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FIRESIDES AND OTHER MEETINGS

BLACKPOOL Mrs. S. Noah, 93 Winnipeg Place, Bispham Fireside Fridays, 8 p.m.

Community Centre, Red Bark Road, Bispham Study Classes Alternate Wednesdays 8 p.m.
DUNDEE Mr. Ronald Taherzadeh-Malmiri. Mr. Massoud Tahzib.

100 Forthill Road, Broughty Ferry, Dundee, Scotland Fireside Sundays 8 p.m.
READING Mr. and Mrs. J. Talbot, 84 Waverley Road, Reading RG3 2PY Fireside Wednesdays 8 p.m.

(Tel. 50233)

ISLE OF WIGHT Moose Hall, Lind Place, Ryde

WIGAN

MY SOUTH AMERICAN TEACHING TRIP
by Hoomen Momen

When | landed at Georgetown Airport | was little aware of what
was going to happen during the next eight months. It was early
evening and our rapid descent made the sun appear to set in the
twinkling of an eye, so | disembarked in darkness with a back-
ground accompaniment of throbbing insect noises which seemed
to make everything vibrate.

By now facts and fancies were racing through my mind — it
occurred to me that | was thousands of miles from home and |
did not know anyone in the entire continent. There was just
Jamshid whose name seemed familiar, but whose face | could
not place. As | passed through Customs and Immigration my
anxiety mounted until a cry of “Hooman’’ dispelled all my fears.
It was Jamshid — now | remembered him!

The next few days were spent getting to know the town and the
local Baha'is. There were visa problems to sort out and plenty of
sleeping to do, as the climate, to those unaccustomed to it, can
be extremely tiring at first. Visiting the local friends was a
gastronomic delight!

After making local visits, the time came for a trip further afield
and | went to the Essequibo. After several unsuccessful attempts
we finally contacted a group of seekers and there was one
declaration. The next trip was to mining settlements in the
interior where | met several devoted Bahé'is. | returned to
Georgetown during the Republic celebrations and visited the
East Indian communities on the East Coast. At that time there
was only one pioneer living there — Rashid Ali — just over two
months later, at the time of the Convention, there were over
eighty. The key to this rapid success was undoubtedly the con-
stant stream of Baha'{ visitors.

Convention i}self/ was indes/cribably glorious, the presence of
‘Amatu’l-Baha Ruhiyyih Khanum and the Counsellors adding to
the occasion.

After the departure of the many visitors | left for Suriname where
| stayed at the home of Antony Worley with Jamshid. Here for
the first time on my trip | came across the language barrier,
which curtailed my activities to those times when an interpreter
was available, when we visited contacts in the Paramaribo area or
the Bush Negroes and Amerindians.

My next visit was to French Guyana where | stayed with Mr. da
Silva, who teaches English and who translated for me. We visited
Baha'is in Cayenne and held a study class where there were two
delcarations. We also made a teaching trip to some Indians of the
Galibi tribe.

From Cayenne | went back to Paramaribo and then to George-
town. Visits to Trinidad, Venezuela and Colombia followed, all
of which were very exciting. The conference in La Paz, Bolivia,
was conducted in an emotionally charged atmosphere, the un-
precedented publicity and proclamation gave rise to newspaper
reports, a radio programme and a television show, culminating
” < 74 5 .

in a meeting of Baha'is with the President.

After this | left for a teaching project in Brazil and here | wit-
nessed large scale enrolment, saw the sacrificial efforts of the
pioneers and met some of the most pure and warm-hearted
people that | saw on my trip. The deep love of these people
reminded me of the words of ‘Abdu’l-Baha quoted by the
Universal House of Justice in their message to the conference:
“*Should these Indians be educated and properly guided, there
can be no doubt that through the Divine Teachings they will
become so enlightened that the whole earth will be illumined."”
The Brazilian project was an undoubted success, there being over
350 declarations during the first three weeks. Then | had to
return to England and say farewell to the many friends | had
made.

Mr. and Mrs. R. Coulson, 6 Hanover Road, Hindley.

Public meetings First Saturdays 8 p.m.

Firesides Tuesdays 8 p.m.

INSPIRATION TO ACTION
by Elsie Cranmer

Inspiration? What is it? It is the indefinable, inexpressible some-
thing that is contained in the Word of God and flows from it. At
times it descends upon us like manna from heaven. Because of IT
men and women perform deeds of splendid heroism. Mystics,
saints, artists, poets, musicians, scientists, the intellectual and the
simple, all, according to individual capacity, receive a share of
this great bounty. Non-believers, whilst not acknowledging the
source, are unconsciously influenced by the teachings of the
particular Manifestations in which they have been reared. Hos-
pitals, welfare societies, all humanitarian work would never have
come into being were it not for this Holy Word. First inspiration,
then resultant action, both of which should proceed hand in hand.
Alas, how much easier it is to write of inspiration than to act
upon it!

In our particular day we think of the pioneers, especially of
those who are the natural ‘stay at home’ type, whose roots are
firmly planted in the dear and familar, and to whom all change
may be anathema. They leave their jobs, their/horr)es, their
families. Their sacrifices are known only to Baha‘u’llah and to
God. They give, as Horace Holley points out in one of his books,

. . . “bounty, (cosmic payment, as it were) for the bounty
received through the continual sacrifice undertaken by the Divine
Manifestations.”

The right to individual expression is encouraged in our Faith, We
need not fear that any originality of thought will open the gate
to dangerous unorthodoxy. In any case, the unorthodoxy of
today is often the commonplace of tomorrow. We cannot imperil
the integrity of the Faith if we give implicit obedience to the
Divine Laws. Obedience does not preclude inspiration. On the
contrary, it leads us to it.

Of course we cannot accept the wild statements that are so often
scattered in our path like forest leaves, and as unsubstantial.
Although we may have missed a leaf of gold. Even there,

Within the Administration both rigidity and plasticitycan work
side by side, each counterbalancing the other, Thus the Baha'f
pattern of unity is preserved.

Baha'fs know the “dark night of the soul.” It is inevitable when
one is trying to walk on a spiritual path, We are but human and
have our moments of dark despondency, the major contributory
factor being the apparent indifference and lethargy with which,
by the majority, our Message is received. But this is only a passing
cloud that obscures our own little individual suns, In reality, we
have been ““on the golden road to Samarkand,” and we knew it
not.

We cannot help but suffer for the sufferings of our time. Evil
seems to be more evil than itself, and paradoxically, goodness
has never seemed more good. We feel rather like a physician who
knows the remedy for a certain disease but is prevented from
administering it, because of the obstinacy of the patient. But we
know that our Prescription is infallible, and by and by, we hear
of results of which we have never dreamed. How could it be
otherwise?

“Whoso openeth his lips in this Day and maketh mention of
his Lord, the hosts of divine inspiration shall descend upon him,
from the heaven of My name, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. On
him shall also descend the Concourse on high, each bearing aloft
a chalice of pure light."”
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ENGLISH GOALS COMMITTEE
Dear Friends,

It was wonderful to see so many of you at Teaching Conference
this year and to share with you the wonderful spirit of joy and
confidence. Somehow we seemed to come away feeling re-
dedicated to the task of achieving the goals of the Nine Year
Plan and we know that we are going to see some wonderful
things happening during the next few months.

Goal Town Conferences

We are eagerly looking forward to what we hope will be exciting
and stimulating weekends at the two Goal Town Conferences
which have been arranged. The first will be held in Shrewsbury
on the 6/7 March and the second in Kendal on the 13/14 March.
These have particularly been arranged to coincide with the
period of Fasting in order that we may draw upon the mighty
power of Prayer and Fasting. We hope that as many as possible
will take this opportunity to share with the friends in the Goal
Towns a really inspiring and fruitful weekend. For details of
venue and programme, please see your 19 Day Feast Newsletters

With loving Baha'{ greetings.

English Goals Committee

Latest report on the goals of the Home Front.
To reach Assembly status by Ridvan, 1971:

AYLESBURY. We were delighted to hear of the declaration of
Mr. Kohli. However, as one of the friends has recently moved
from Aylesbury, their number remains at SI1X.

CARLISLE. EIGHT Baha'is resident.

CHELMSFORD. SIX adult Bahd'(s resident. They have recently
had a declaration but the friend unfortunately lives outside the
boundary.

DURHAM. We welcome news of the declaration of Mildred
Brownless which brings this community to SEVEN. They have
recently held a One Day School.

EPSOM (Lapsed Assembly). The latest report from Epsom is that
there are now ELEVEN Baha'(s resident. We welcome their new
declaration, Mrs. Edna Hamilton, and feel sure that they will re-
gain their assembly at Ridvan.

HEREFORD. This community has SIX adult Baha”n’s resident.
They have welcomed a visit from the young Baha'fs recently
arrived from Australia, as did several other of the goal towns,
and we feel sure they must have benefited from this spontaneous
enthusiasm.

KENDAL. Once again we warmly welcome a new declaration,
Mrs. Vera Simons, who brings the number of Baha'fs in Kendal
to TEN. We look forward to meeting this very active community
at the Goal Town Conference on the 13/14 March.

LINCOLN. A public meeting was held in Lincoln in January and
several more have been arranged. They now number SIX adults.

PETERBOROUGH (Lapsed Assembly). There are now SEVEN
adult Baha'is resident in Peterborough and they also were
visited by the youth from Australia on their teaching trip. This
is a wonderful way of teaching the Faith, there are more and
more songs being written and the friends in the various
communities will have a chance to learn them.

SHREWSBURY. At the moment there are EIGHT adults in
Shrewsbury but this number may drop before Rigvan owing to
moves from the community. We look forward to meeting all the
friends at the Goal Town Conference on the 6/7 March.

ST. AUSTELL. T/hi/s community, which is rather isolated, has
FOUR aduit Baha'is and we were pleased to see two of their
number at Teaching Conference. The establishing of the Faith in
Cornwall is a mighty task and we ask for your sustained prayers
for the friends there.

YORK (Lapsed Assembly). A public meeting was held in York
during the week of the York Youth Winter School. There are at
present FOUR adult Bahd'fs in this community.

RYDE (Isle of Wight). Goal, to establish a Group of FIVE by
Ridvan, 1971. Great things have been happening in Ryde, there
have been two declarations and we warmly welcome Mr. Bill
Barrie and Mr. Clive Robinson. This means that there are FOUR
Bahd'{s resident in Ryde (only one more needed to achieve their
1971 Goal of a Group by Ridvan). There are now five adult
Baha'is on the Island.
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To reach Assembly status by Ridvan, 1971:

BANGOR, North Wales.. This community is now THREE adults
as one of their youth has reached voting age and we welcome
Jill Herron who is a recent youth declaration.

DERBY. Still only ONE Baha'{ resident and pioneers are needed
to start the activity in this goal town. Please offer your assistance
if you are able: this community must have nine believers by
Ridvan next year.

KIDDERMINSTER. There are TWO Bahd'fs resident in Kidder-
minster and pioneer offers would also be welcomed for this goal
town.

OAKHAM. With the arrival of Rita Green from Burnley this
community now numbers FIVE adults. Please give the friends
your active support in their teaching efforts throughout the
coming year.

ST. HELIER (Jersey, Channel Islands). Still no movement on
this Island and pioneer offers would be welcomed.

NORTHAMPTON (Lapsed Assembly). The two active Baha'is in
Northampton would welcome the help of anyone who could
assist in this town. It was once a very active community and we
pray that by Ridvan, 1972, it will have a thriving assembly.

GUERNSEY (Channel Islands). Goal: to be re-opened. (Still
remains unopened.)

ISLE OF MAN. Goal: to establish a Group. This Committee has
had word from Molly Hughes that she has arrived in the Isle of
Man and is looking for a job. Please pray that she will be success-
ful and will be able to remain on the Isle of Man and make a
start towards the establishment of a group there.

WANTED

A teacher — helper for Miss Claire Gung;
A lady who would pioneer to Uganda.
The position offers free accommodation
plus a salary of between £50—£60 per month.

Claire Gung left England to pioneer to Africa so many years ago
that many of the friends in England will not know her, But it
should be known that after the Guardian had called for pioneers
to Africa during the British Two Year Plan in 1951, she was the
first to leave for her pioneer post in Africa. Shoghi Effendi called
her ““The Mother of Africa”.

The difficulties and problems she encountered in her pioneering
post are too many to be recounted here, but her spirit of dedi-
cation and sacrifice is one which continues to be a wonderful
example. She went first to Tanganyika, then to Nyasaland (now
Malawi) and then to Uganda. She was not afraid to do menial
jobs, and her first teaching position was a poorly paid post in an
Ismaili nursery school. Eventually she opened her own kinder-
garten — the very first multi-racial nursery school in Uganda.
After many years of real sacrifice and saving, by not using her
hard-earned money to go on pilgrimage or to conferences, and by
making constant personal economies, Claire eventually built her
own school. This is a unique story in itself — she overcame
unimaginable difficulties, from the time she bought the land,
obtained building permission and through all the stages of
building until the school was finally opened.

Claire says that she could only have done this with the help of
Baha‘u’llah and, truly, when one surveys the incredible obstacles
which she overcame there can be no doubt of this,

Now she is tired, and desperately needs the help of an experienced
and devoted teacher to run the school. Can anyone help her?

Offers should be made to the Overseas Goals Committee, 27
Rutland Gate, London SW7.

VACANCIES.......... NATIONAL OFFICE

The National Spiritual Assembly wishes to thank all those who
applied for the secretarial and housekeeping posts at the national
Haziratu’l-Quds, the positions have now been filled. These
appointments, in conjunction with further re-adjustments in the
National Office, the use of new equipment and some reorgani-
sation of the accommodation, are all contributing to the success-
ful implementation of the long-term plans to provide the British
Community with an efficient National Office and a befitting
Haziratu’l-Quds.
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