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The Bahai Message is a call to Religious Unity and not an
invitation to a new Religion, not a new Path to Immortality, God
forbid ! It is the Ancient Path cleared of the debris of imaginations
and superstitions of men, of the debris of strife and misunderstand-
ing and is acain made a clear Path to the Sincere seeker, that he
may enter therein in Assurance, and find that the Word of God is
One Word, though the Speakers were many.

ABDUL BAHA

A LETTER FROM HAIFA

Beloved of the Lord and the handmaids of the Merciful
Throughout India and Burmah.

CARE OorF THE MEMBERS OF THE SPIRITUAL ASSEMBLY
Beloved co-workers in the Vineyard of God.
+ a e % » . . <

‘ It has been mygmat pleagne and privilege to send you, sincé
my return to the Holy Land, first my general message of confidence
and of love addressed to all believers throughout the East, and later
9_131(_'tl'1()1' 1lette.r_ wherein I appeal in particular to those faithful lovers
of His Cause in that vast and distant dominion to labour whole-
heartedly and to the very end for the diffusion of His Light and the
;1’_1‘8;1(1 of His Cause. Remembering, however, the few among my
r l{ Ltll‘ds n that land who ave as yet unfamiliar with the I_Del:_S.lﬂ'll
-ongue, I have thought of sending these few lines to them in par-
Eeular and through them to the rest of my brethren and sisters 13
fuose regions who, dospite the diversify of tongue, of race and
to 1 )1111’1{:\l ie all united at heart and_animated by one chl{ligll‘l(i)g“(rolrld
plit Tumanity and carry out His Divine Purpose for th ld.

—y . X i . - 3 - - - leS\.

What an alluring field of service India with alltltS_ Pg}iﬁglht;r_ :
unfpl.ds to our eyes at the present time and how Vaskﬁlli e 'l;pthe
tunities of sowing the seeds of unity and JoyangRianos S
hearts of its divers peoples !

True, that land seems now unhappl
?Ial'kness of prejudice, hate and m1strus§,d ye
Immediate prospect may appear, our conlidenc

lv to be plunged in the
yt however dark the
e remains unshaken




shall make of India a spiritually-quickened,
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that ere long these mists shall clear away, the dawn of a New ]gﬂgl
shall break upon that land and the Rays of this Divine Revelatio g
peaceful and unitec

country. -

The universal Teachings of Baha’O’llah if declared and 1)1'0‘;
pounded with wisdom and judgment, _detgrmmatl_on, selﬂesipez‘g
and sincerity, and above all if exemplified in our l_1ves; and dea 111,1,‘:
with our fellow-men, cannot fail to inspire and stimuiate the 111110f
of the enlightened seeker and win the admiration and allqglzlllcetlle b
all mankind. Ours then is the duty and privilege to bring to. .
attention of this distressed and war-weary worl(} this )')Iessage b
Eternal Salvation and help to establish the Era of Peace an

Brotherhood as purposed and foretold by Baha‘O’llah.

v

The welcome news of the progress of the Third All-IndOl]i;
Bahai Convention as well as the favourable comment madg 111};llei
it by the press of that country have been fully slm_red wlv1tr1 ; B
pilgrims and resident friends in the Holy Lan'd and .we 1m¢‘ ‘li-'
admired and rejoiced at the efforts you are exerting for the conuso
dation of the Movement in that ancient land. vy

May your endeavours in every sphere of your sp}mtual actn.‘lt‘3
{ies be crowned with brilliant success, that His glorious Promis
regarding the future of that land may be speedily fulfilled.

Tt is my earnest hope that ¢ The Bahai News ", the 1'epres;3111 1
tative organ of the Bahai Community in India, may expaud'LO the
develop, may widen the sphere of its correspondence, add i ish!
number and quality of its articles in Persian as well as in EH;;r ties
report regularly in its columns the news of the spiritual act{ vide
of all Bahai centres in India and elsewhere, andlm general pro the
tor the full, correct and dignified presentation of the Cause to f
publie. ’ L

Assuring every one of you of my constant prayers ol yo
behalt and wishing you success in your noble task. i

I am your brother and co-worker, =
Harra PALESTINE -
’ } (Sed.) SHOGHL.

January 9th 1923.

THE MESSAGE OF THE BAHAI MOVEMENT

Is that Religion is not the monopoly of anybody-

L
Tt is not the monopoly of the greatest prophet; nextllll%lpoly
oldest nor yet the youngest among them. It is not the mo

but asserts,
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of the most ancient nation nor that of the most modern. It cannot
be monopolised by the most voluble among the propagandists nor
by the least articulate of preachers. It is not even the handmaid
of the most powerful amongst mankind nor a minion of the most
oppressed. Kven the holiest and the most worshiptul cannot

claim it to be their minister nor can the meekest and the lost
repentent of sinners, claim it for a servant.

It is a Divine thing born of freedom bearing the imprest of
Divine Liberty scorning all attempts of humanity to prescribe or
cirenmseribe its limits. It loves to manifest itself under varying
circumstances in ever changing moods and forms, greatly upsetting
and scandalising the conventionalists. It is the least crystallisable
of the most uncrystallisable things and the most dynamic of the
least static part of the creation. It has in the past defied the
attempts of all who have tried to formulate it into an oreanised
and stable system; and should the friends and sympathigers ot
the Bahai Movement attempt a similar task to-day inspite of the

clear and emphatic warnings of the Holy Father and Son they arve
sure to meet with a similar fate.

“Thg Bal_lai Movement is the spirit of this age and cannot be
systematised into a crystallised set of teachings,” says Abdul Baha
n his Western Talks and speeches and so does Baha‘O’llah.

Let me interpret this tremandous
E;ﬁgtiilﬂ\ :;;;teg;?;}:fs.l But tml the meantime I shall request you to
a ver; etul mental note of this ‘hich {
negative yet has a most tremendous efgoeilj 12013?1?59'hs“iil:?lggesthglglﬂ
one who claims to be a Divine Manifestation. Tet it sucrcr’éstoto
you the farmer ploughing and harrowine his field and 015:1'5110 it
of undesirable growths preparatory to sm?*insz the seed. 26448
To some of i - | i
Movement must, tg ?Jg ct(;)lzllé?isilzlt*ilst,plfgt}iab] T feestad tuat thesbot o]

- 1te or : i :
velation ; and so it does. the theory of exclusive re-

r 2 S Ve ‘o av ‘ o g
Truth is the Word o God. 3% g;llnt Baha‘O’llah says. The Sun of

: _ : which depends the training of the
lf?é)plve\\.?oi t.he country of thought. It is 516 Spirit of Reaﬁt;iatélfll
ma)n'ife;lt e;_ of Life. All things owe their existence to it. Jts
e ;a] &‘O’n 1S ever according to the capacity and color of the
When? wough which 1t may reflect.  For example its licht
mﬂectg&l Hls n;ntl}l.;.m.% Cg} th;a W’tl.S(tB glves expression to wisdom wﬁen
: m the min ! : i
e, e thrE:) 3g1?1 sts 1t produces new and beautiful

the minds of it
edge and unfolds iy S nds of students it reveals know-

Yes Baha‘O’llah does not
that it is universal.

message into a set of equally

monopolise revelation for himself
““ Universality” is the keynote of

,—
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this movement, and in no stingy fashion.

He claims Divinity for
Founders of Worlqd R
all humanity.
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another 2
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whatever name they choose to call themselves. “A 1_'011:_);15)1} thqf:
feaches discord and enmity deserves no adherence, In‘phglm} 18
better than such a religion,” Says Abdul Baha. Do you ﬂ;mk
India has any use for such teachings now or in the near future?

But you feel that this is not a question that can be settled by
any one without Divine Authority and Divine Sanection. However
desirable a common plattorm for the reunion of all l-ohg'mnm‘rs
may be, a Sublime Permit is essential. And this Is exactly what
the Bahai Movement supplies and more. Tt provides not only a
common platforn an xanction from God but it also provides the
world with a sublime synthesis. This i that which descended
from the souree of Majesty, through the Tongue of Power and
strength upon the prophets of the past.  We have taken its eSSeN-
bl clothed them wit, the garment of brevity as a favor to the
beloved, that they may fy]f) the Covenant of God; that they may

Perform N themselveg that which he has entrusted to them, an
attain thejy victor '

X Y by virtue of devotion in the land of spirit:”?
.} TQ > LY. ] r
Says Baha‘O’11al, iy, the Hidden Woprde (1 Ar.)
Baha‘( ; ; . ,, s
I wes cli];'tp(')uiz’n}:]allplltﬁﬁlto the 'Iil'“g ul‘i. Persia says: () King !
: 7 cbll} ) 2 TsSon S1tiine - 3 . 2o wha "
eeres of the AL g ot ing down in iy house when the
knowledge of T ;’, SUblme passed over me and tanght me the
from Hig Wld . hat was and shal] be. This not from me hut
L VY10 is the Knowep and the Wige » g Id your study
reveal that thig claim madg }y. B R 10wl your Zunds
You thinlk of & movemay f uJ:;M__ ?Im O llah is true they what do
Mg synthesis, o commpy l;la‘rll’;nlll m.Slelm'}.l can provide a work-
reunion of : aoonand. g Divine Sanction o) the
Ot all ”l(‘ g](ﬂf “,-(”.Id re]lg'i(_)ns_ {
to tel] VO

Next yoy expect me
conversion iy tha jfvth- i O something abourl‘,1 the place
conversion ceremony iy, 'tl(' L Movement, velll  There is no
that thepe 1S no CONVopa a1 Movement: Lut that does not mean
real conversioy, '1 i on the contrary there is a much more
Bahaism ep g With L 331119:11 IS a Bahai? Certainly not he whose

101e are thyeq kinds of Am and whose works belie his words.
Whogq deeds sy POrt the; ahais: thoge that claim to be Bahais and
8 Bahais but \{}1 . WI8Ir acts: those whose deeds proclaim them to
t0 Pacomn i Sther do not claim to be Bahais or who actually
(o oO8NIZ8 the olaime of Baha‘O’llah. ““The principle of
aws eStmb](? Ac ‘owledge what is revealed by God and to obey the
igian o Dshed in Fig Book.” Thus you see that the need of
thelo]tsi t‘f’o‘fzo}d and ]_3a1_1a‘0’llz_th does not accept the one with-

, 16r,  “Phe bPrinciple of faith is to lessen words and
i . e whose words exceed his ‘deeds, know verily

¥ non-being jg better than his being, and death hetter than

of
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his life.” You can see for yourself now in what estimation are
held the three kinds of Bahais according to these teachings.

The Bahai Movement is a Universal Movement. It has a use
for every body and that too to the extent to which he is prepared
to lend himself to its use. Again every one would lhnd_ a use for
. it no matter what his views on any particular subject; for he
would find that somewhere he agrees with it and in _that _sphe1_-e
the Bahai Movement has something to say whick is highly illumi-
nating and very indispensible.

Now I should like to close this monograph with a brief men-
tion of some of the other phases not mentioned above.

Religion and Science are two phases of Truthj; they must
agree.

All  war should be abolished; whether social, religious,
national, economic, sex and geographical. All disputes should be
settled by arbitration and the central arbitration tribunal should
be convened by an all-world meeting of Kings or Prime Ministers..

There should he one universal langnage and one world scri pt.
HASHMAT ULLAH

LESSONS FOR CHILDREN

Lesson No. VI

Heavenly Instructions

Believe in God! Turn unto the Supreme Kingdom.

Be attracted unto the Beauty of Abha.

Remain firm in the Covenant.

Yearn for ascending unto the heaven of the Sun of the
Universe.

Be disinterested in the world.

Be alive with the Fragrances of Holiness in the Kingdom of
the Highest!

Be a caller to love
Kind to the human race
Gentle with humanity
nterested in all the people of the world,
1sh for harmony
And seek friendship and honesty.

i
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Be a healing for every wound
A remedy for every sick
A source of Harmony among the people.
Chant the Verses of Guidanece
Pray to God!
Arise for the Guidance of the people
Let thy tongue explain
And thy face illumine ‘
With the Glowing of the Love of God.

Rest not for a moment

And breathe not a breath of repose

Until thou becomest a sign of God’s Love
And a banner of God’s Favor!

—ABDUL BaHA, Tablets, Vol. 1, P. 98, 99.

O Children, Look!
Look how Abraham strove to bring faith and love among the
people!
How Moses tried to unite the people by sound laws!

How the Lord Christ suffered unto death to bring the Light of
Love and Truth into a darkened world !

~How Mohammed sought to bring Unity and Peace between the
various uneivilized tribes among whom he dewelt!

And last of all Baha‘U’llah has suffered torty years for the
same cause.

The single, noble purpose of spreading Love among the child-
ren of men.

2 'And for the Peace and Unity of the world the Bab gave up his
ife! ¥

—ABDUL BaH4, Paris Talks, P. 160.

“Goodbye”’
Now I say “Goodbye.”

This I say only to your outer selves—I do not say it to your
souls—for our souls are always together.

Be comforted! And rest assured, that day and night I shall
turn to the Kingdom of Abha in supplication for you—that day by
day you may grow better and holier, nearer to Gtod—and more and
more illumined by the Radiance of his Love!

—ABDUL BAHA, Paris Talks, P. 161.
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Menmory VErsE.—I am with you always! =~ Whether living or
dead, I am with you to the end—as ye have faith—so shall your
powers and blessings be!

—ArDUL Bana, Pavis Talks, P. 161.

THE NEW VISION OF IMMORTALITY

3y KavusHAT KisHoRre.

Hid in the holiest place in all infinities is locked the seroll
that bears the record of the purposes of God and there it is written
that perfection is the ultimate of life. A seed 1s perfeet in its
embryonie life, but it is destined to unfold, to grow. Into the soil
of every plane these seeds, which were the thoughts of God, were
cast the seeds of protoplast, of earth, of plant, of beast, of man, of
angel and they who sowed the seeds, through Love ordained that
they should grow, and should return af last, by effort of un-num-
hered years, to the great granary of thought, and each: be a
perfection of its kind.

And in the boundless blessedness of Love the man was made
the Lord of protoplast, of earth, of plant, of heaxt and Love pro-
claimed: Man shall have full dominion over everything that i
upon these planes of life; and he who gave the lordship unto man
declared that he must rule by Love. But men grew cruel and they
lost their power to rule, and protoplast, and earth, and plant, and
heast became at enmity with man; he lost his hervitage but Love
was present to redeem. But man had lost his couscionsness of
right; he could no longer comprehend the boundlessness of Love;
he could see naught but self and the things of self; but Love is
there.to save thek_]ost, and let every living stand still and hear!

Man will full regain his lost estate,
do it ina conflict that eannot b2 told In : oy
suffer trials and temptations manifold; but let him hd\f‘z -]u;.
conviction of the final vietory of Love. Man will be ful .\_)
saved, redeemed, perfected by the things he suffers on the pla_ntr--
of flesh and on the plane of soul, for throagh suffering 1s the oui}'
way to perfection. One of the leaders of a «chool of mysties has
said, O thou man who art unaware! Strive that thou mayes
hecome aware. As long as thou hast not walked in the path, how
canst thou ever hope to become a guide. In the school of know-
ledge and love and truth make thou an effort that some day thou

te, his heritage; phut he must
words. Yea he must
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mayest become a teacher. The only way to reach the Court of
Truth is, to walk in every way of earth-life, is to sit in every hall
of learning, is to meet all that any man has suffered so that thou
mayest l::now the griefs, the disappointments and the sore tempt-
ations of thy brother man, that thou mayest know how to suecour
those in need.” And lo! a vision eame to me that of a young man
entering the great Spiritual University of God, when the teachers
welcon‘lad him but warned him of the test and trials, temptations
and disappointments; and proclaimed to him: *Not until thou
hast migrated from self and gone into disappointments shalt thou
arrive at the Sea of Oneness and Union or associate with the friend
of Ef‘z_stasy..” The first tempter in this University is Hypocrisy and
ﬁxe b_lnqe}'lty of a man is tested. The student is apt to feel himself

1e vietim of a cruel plot and Hypocrisy lays before him her vile
wiles of deception. She poisons his love and tries to persuade him
to leave the University, and she cleverly insinuates that he is
doomed to servitude. But a revelation comes to him that his Father
scorns deceit and he is there to do His will. The Spirit prevails
and he gets through the trial chamber of Hypocrisy, but the next
chamber is the trial chamber of Prejudice and Treachery, where
his lovye of J ustice is tested. This chamber is dark as night, but in
the dead of night he sees there two little flickering lamps, direct-
ng him to a seeret door. The hallucinating phantoms of Prejudice
anq it reachery threaten him and persnade him to betray the teachers
and turn traitor to himself bat the assistance of the invisible
surrounds him and his Spirit Conscience prevails. He is released
1& lslatet_y from the claws of these two tempters to be led tc; the
; ’}C ‘ of , Fame and the trial chamber of Ambition, where he
‘n ers \‘Elth h_leganee and Honour. He is tempted to leave the
school of servitude and Faith to become the founder of a school
Qf t-hought that will insure his endless Fame. Ambition is a sturdy
foe to fight and many a soul have yielded to the weird temptations
and 111\fs1ve dreams of Greatness in this chamber, to sink to the
most dismal crypts. Bat Faith strengthened by the wings of
prayer and supplication rises trinmphant seeking poverty and
annihilation in the Path of God. The student is led to the trial

all of Mirth, a hall replete with every thing a carnal heart could
wish. The pleasure seeker in the garb of sages urge him to join
them but how can the Spirit awakened within seek for pleasure
while others are yet in want, while the children are driven to
suffer in the cold, bleak winds and ery for bread, while those in
haunts of vice and sin call out for sympathy and love, for all are
Kin, each one a part of the great human heart. The Glory of God
within speaks out that real pleasure is to help the helpless, feed
the hungry, clothe the naked, heal the sick and speak loving words
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to those unloved, discouraged and depressed. The selfishness con-
quered, the flashes of the fire of passion quenched, the love of
Humanity prevails. The- seeker enters the trial chamber of
Beauty parlour and a love flame enkindled in his soul. The car-
nal nature calls out for companionship and he is brought to face
the sorest trials of life. Into her very depths the soul is stirred
and long has he to wrestle. But the higher ego rises in might and
he hids farewell to his carnal love for he is to manifest Divine
Love. The Spirit consciousness has won all the chamber soul on

tests and yet it is the beginning of the divine unfoldment of the
the plane of soul. ’

NOTES AND NEWS

THE Bamar News Vol. III. will be issued from the Punjab in ab-
sence of Professor Shirazi of Karachi, who is to be in Haifa and

U.S.A. and will bs back from his tour before the next Convention
takes place.

. Doctor Kaushal Kishore delivered a few lectures in Bombay
during March of this year to very appreciative audiances. He
gave the message of the Kingdom to many thristing souls and we
expect that his labour will be fruitful ere long.

The Bahais of Burma will do well to keep the Bahais in India
informed of their activities as they are mnearer home and the
columns of Bahai News are always open tothem. All Burma
news will be joyfully received by us.

We would commed to our brothers and sisters in India the
advisablity of organising the Bahai work. There is much waste
in duplicating efforts and loss of energy in diffused action. Co-

operation is necessary and efficient organisation extremely desir-
able

There is a Bahai Central Fund for all-India Purposes. Those
in sympathy with the ideals of the Bahai Movement would do well
-to send all contributions to the Chairman, the Convention of India
and Burma, Mr. N. R. Vakil, Havadia Chakla, Surat, India.

Vor. IIT. BAHAT NEWS 11

The Executive for the year 1923—24 is composed of the
following : —

(I) N. R. Vakil. (2) Hashmat Ullah. (3) Isphandyar
Behram. (4) Dr. Kaushal Kishore. (5) M. U. Abbasi.
(6) Haji Ahmed. (7) Mehrban Khudabax. «8) Pritam
Singh. (9) Isphandyar Bakhtiar.

FOREIGN NEWS.

The friends in Gtermany held the Annual Children’s Feast
in commemeration of the visit of Abdul Baha to Germany. Miss
Fingerle writes, ‘“Althogh our material and economic conditions
are so trying, yvet we had about 100 children in the feast, which
was charming. It was proposed to have a children’s home. Some
of the articles made by Hsslingen children were sold and the
money was sent to the Mashrek-ul-Azkar (Bahai Temple) Fund. .

Jenabe Fazal Mazindrani arrived in United States of America,
accompanied with his wife and ehild and their stay there will be

bretty long. He will spread the Glad Tidings throughout the
States.

Miss Martha Root, another Bahai lady is travelling in China
and is teaching the ideals of the Bahai Movement there.

Jenabe Avarah of Persia is in- England and will be going
about spreading the Gospel of the Bahai Movement.

Friends in foreign countries will kindly communicate all
news regarding the Progress of the Cause in their midst to Dr.
Kaushal Kishore, Jaipur, India. He is in charge of the foreign
affairs,

The following New Year Message from Germany will be
highly appreciated by our Bahai sisters and brothers in India.
"*The new year has again ushered in with its manifold possibilities.
The entire nature is blossoming and all that our eyes see, speaks
to us a language, which our hearts so clearly understand. A
current of joy thrills our hearts. siThe fowers, hold itheir -heads
upwards to receive the Sunlight; the birds sing their song of thanks
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to their Creator. We also wish to thank the Lovd and pray to
Him to accept us anew in His service, so that we also in the New
Year may bring forth something which may be conducive to the
upliftment of humanity.”’[Luise Kingerle.]
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