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THE TEACHINGS OF HIS HOLINESS
BAHA'O’'LLAH.

IN all the sacred books of all the re-
ligions there are prophecies about the
one whom God would manifest and

the followers of various different religions
are anxiously awaiting the Coming of their
promised one. The Jews await the
Messiah, the Christians the Second Coming
of Christ, the Buddhist the Coming of
Lord Maitreya, the Hindoos the Coming
of Kalanki Avtar, and the Mahomedans
the Coming of Imam Mehdi, and Ruh-
allah. All these prophecies are fulfilled
in the Coming of His Holiness Baha'O’
llah and he has come and united men
of wvarious different creeds, sects and
nationalities and through Him to-day
Jews, Christians, Mahomedans, Zoroas-
trians, Hindoos and Buddhists, are all
wonderfully united as brothers each
accepting  Baha'O’llah’s Coming as a
realization of the expectations held out
In his own religion and cach considering
the followers of all the other religions
as his brothers.” His Holiness Baha’O’llah
was born in Persia and was exiled to
Ex?gl(]l’:dt (Km?;tantinoplc, Adrianople, and
Who.r(}: 1-?(: ':;'.C'fc_n‘ the sake of His Cause
tHe lpaeoat %"“t,ﬁd [1_'0{11 _tluss worl(! at
49- The principal teachings

of His Holiness Baha’O'llah which wor
revealed nearly half ~ .. s
WY half a century ago are

that the onencss
should' b €SS of the world of humanity

ye are all lt(f 98Nized. ' He  las said,
the frui 1€ leaves of one trec and
le fruits of one T :
commanded independayy 5o, .. e has

; Nt investioni: -
truth. He says, *“ ng stigation of

; ; g an
blindly his ancestors i‘-ndSh?c:i_lc}c follow
Nay each must see with kg O‘Snﬂti;ers_
eyes,

hear with his own ears anq inVestigqt
ate

truth in order that he may g

1 d
Fruth.,” The other teachings tx}fi
“quality between men and “wopoy

Wandonment of all racial, patrigtie
"eligious and political prejudices, cop.
Dulsory male and female education, a

B
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. truthfulness.

Nos 1t

universal language and an International

Tribunal. About fifty years ago
Baha'O’llah commanded the people to
establish universal peace and sum-

mened all the pations to the ‘ divine
banquet of international arbitration **
so that questions of boundaries, of
national honer and property and of
vital interests between nations might be
decided by an arbitral Court of Justice.
In Bahaism, there are no ceremonies and
no priests. No one has the power to
receive confession of sins or to give
absolution. Marriage is enjoined upon
all, whenever possible, asceticism is dis-
couraged and monogamy is universally
recommended.  Begging s strictly
forbidden and occupation is considered
an act of worship. In all matters the
Bahais are advised to observe modera-
tion. All sorts of intoxicating drinks
such as alcohols, liquors etc., are forbidden.
The taking of opium and similar drug
habits are most emphatically denounced.
Gambling is forbidden and the use of
tobacco is discouraged. Loyalty towards
the Government is enjoined upon all
the Bahais. His Holiness Baha'O’llah
says, ““ In every country or government
where any of this community reside,
they must behave toward that Govern-
ment with faithfulness, trustfulness and
So may the armaments
of the world be changed into peace, and
corruption and conflict vanish from
among men.” The economic question
is solved in the teachings  of
Baha’Q’llah and certain regulations are
revealed which insure the welfare and
wellbeing  of all humanity. Just as
the rich man enjoys his rest and his
pleasures surrounded by luxuries, th;
poor man must likewise have a home aII'l
be provided with sustenance and ‘{mt he
in want. Baha’O’llah has said “ O ye
who are wealthy on earth, the poor
among ye are My trust. Therefore gugrg
My trust, and be not wholly occupie
with your own ease.”

N. R. VAKIL,
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( T7mes of India, 291) December, 1920.)
“ Miss Stewart said she w
from Palestine and the
brought to them from
that men and women were equal and
both must be educated. There were
no differences in the brains of women
and men. Given an opportunity the
woman would prove equal to a man
and this they had found in the colleges
which women also attended. Fifty vears
ago women could not go to colleges, but
to-day they could do so, Spe emphasised
the necessity of educating their girls.*
The morning of the 30th of December
was devoted to a special g
which the delegates to the
the believers
women and children) took

as a visitor
message  she
Abdul Baha was

athering in
convention

part., The
all sat down to g feast and the whol)é
group was photographed, After the

chantm_g_of prayers the convention closed,
The spirit that Prevailed was remarkable
and for the first time ip the history of
India a unique gathering of beautiful
souls assembled to give thanks to Goq
the Glorious and the Merciful for His
wonderful gift of the Bahai Revelation,
A cablegram was received from Hig
Holiness Abdul Baha saying ; '

BAuA‘O’LrAy IS WITH yoUu
CONGRATULATIONS,

—

LETTERS CIRCULATED AMONG THE
BAHAIS OF INDIA BEFOF

XE THE
CONVENTION WAS HELD
By Mr. N. R. Vaxgir,
DEAR FFRIENDS,

YOU will be delighted to learn that
efforts are being made tq publish

_a Bahai monthly magazine and

the friends have approved of it,
Some friends havin

should b § suggested that it

on a secure footin

friends

should be always ready and willing tq

write articles for it, both

and confirmatipy.
We herewith e

Tabiot nclose g tra

nslatj
Yt ation of

for  the Spiritua]

in Bombay (men,
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:\Hm-mhly of

: Poona,
directions, a9

regards

India, in  which
. the Bahai Con-
vention to be held jp India are given.
‘(){1}‘ beloved Abdul Baha has said that
“ The holding of the Convention in the
month of December I quite suitable,
but at the time of holding it correspond
with the friends so a¢ to fix the place for
holding it wit] majority of votes.” \We
Propose that the Convention be held
this year in I)u-(::-mhl-l', (the date to be
settled later on), and we beg to propose
that this year the Convention may be
held in Bombay, an would like to know
the wishes of 3 the friends gs regards
the place where it may be held, ae the
Place will be settled -;l(_‘(;r)l'(lill{{, to the
majority of votes, AJ] the friends who
Wish to communicate in English, will be
good enough to address their IL:ttL'I'H to
me, as at present there is some difficnlty
I getting English lotters translated, and
all  the friends who  would  Jike to
correspond  in Persian, will pe good
enough to write to the Sucicty's adilrc%‘
at Bombay. After we hear from the
friends the Place where it should be held
th_ls year will be fixed and all the frie [ 15
will be informeq about it agip.

As regards thc'mont'h in
may be held this year w
It may he helq iy De
the Christmas there
Lolidays ang

which it
€ propose that
cember, gq during
are about seven

. mMany  people

] ma find

;Emio?velllept to attend it. gcsidcs,
! Ime will he required for necessary

Preparations and e i’

may
ecember, and we hope tp:
ecen ) Hadal:
will find it suitable, l gl

. As regards the work to |
time of the Convcntion,

hold it in
the friends

¢ done at the
. We request all
thlc1 ¥ ;'gu.}lds] t_o send thejy sugflgcstim;s.
would vlg(r f;:)efl? 9 (’lsfcmblies RS rieds

; 25000 enoughifh.suiare - Lty
tatives and ay 51 to send represen

here there - : :
they will make 34 ok . & few friends,
e it tonvenient to attend

he Conventiop . R :
the Holy Cause. e Tpreadine

All the friends whq wish t

: lends /i 0 address
}11'11(1311 (:_‘:mlwcntlon will let ys knm’\lflthiif
“:isl ¢s and the subjects on which they
SR 1T0 "Spealofiadilg the same will be
1r}1c0rpomted in the Programme, During
t1.<131 days of the Convention a¢ friends
Wll be coming from various  different
places we could als like to arrange
that they may be able to address various

3
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Societies in Bombay and separate lec-
tures on the Holy Cause may be
arranged for after the Sessions of the
Convention are over, Various subjects
as regards the publication of articles,
books and booklets in various languages
of India, treating about the history of
the Cause and the principles, as well
as the question of sending teachers in
India, and the publication of a magazine
and  other subjects dealing with the
spread of the Holy Cause in India will
be considered at the Convention.
Suggestions are invited from all the
friends and we hope that all the friends
will do their utmost in this matter.

DEAR FRrRIENDS 1IN EL Bana,

OU will be delighted to learn that
in reply to the cablegram forward-
ed to our Beloved Abdul-Baha, the

following cablegram was received :—

“ KHAWARI, BouBay,

Convention blessed hoping great results
follow, Abbas.”

These words are very significant and
make us all feel very happy. All the
friends in India including Burma, are
Carnestly requested to try their best, to
send their representatives and do all
n their power to assist the Convention.
All efforts can be successful through the

grace of God, divipe confirmations and
the unity of the friends.

Invitations fegarding the Convention
are already forwarded, and o hope
that the friends and the assemblies have
received the same, e Propose to hold
two sessions of the Conventiop every
day, one in the morning and the other in
the afternoon. The morning  sessions
may be exclusively devoted to the
matters relating t(_J the spread of the
Holy Cause in India and subjects rela-
ting to the same will be dxscussed_ and
such Committees as are deemed advisable
to be formed will be formed by clection
or in such other mzul.ltlers ¥ 1:’1 HoALG
Mmously or by majority agreed upon.
Friends will address the L assaiublen
the importance of Teaching, the words
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of His Holiness Abdul Baha referring
to India, and various other subjects,
the messages from the (liffcrept Bahgu
assemblies that may be received will
be read, the subject-matter of starting
a Bahai monthly magazine, of translat-
ing Bahai pamphlets into the vernacular
languages of India or preparing short
treatises about the history and the
teachings of the Cause in the vernacular
languages of India and getting the same
published for sale or free dlStI‘lbUf}lOI’l
will be considered. . We shall also consider
what steps should be taken to send
teachers to various different parts of
India. These are a few suggestions
which this servant wishes to place before
the morning sessions of the Convention.
All the friends will send their suggestions
so that by the middle of December a
programme may be prepared bagh for
the morning and the afternoon sessions
and the same may be circulated for the
information of friends. Some steps may
also be taken to open a depot of Bahai
books for sale and libraries containing
all the available English, Persian and
Arabic Bahai literature may be opened
in places where there are assemblies.
Besides in some public libraries of India
one or two Bahai books may be sent as
a present or the attention of the secre-
taries may be drawn towards Bahai
literature and they may be requested to
order out the same.

The afternoon sessions of the Conven-
tion may be devoted to public addresses
on the history of the Cause and the
Teachings of this Most Grea!: Cause, on
the proofs of the Manifestation of His
Holiness Baha’O’llah (may the lives

‘of all save Him be a sacrifice to His

servants) from the Hindu, Mahomedan,
Zoroastrian, Christian an_d Buddhlst
scriptures and other Bahai subjects of
universal importance. All the friends
who are going to attend the Copventlon
will kindly let us know the subjects on
which they will speak so that their names
and the subjects may be inserted in the
programme. We also propose to invite
the members of the Theosophical Society, .
Brahmo Samaj, and other religious
movements to attend the Convention
and in the afternoon sessions we may
also allow them to address the Conven-
tion if they wish to do so.
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In about the middle of December the
programme will be prepared and the
same will be circulated for the informa-
tion of friends. Those friends who can
come a little earlier before the days
fixed for the Convention, viz., 27th to
29th December, will kindly do so and
assist the Cause. -

With Bahai love and greetings,
I remain,
Yours faithfully in His Name,
N. R: VaxiIL,

————

NEWS FROM THE BAHAI WORLD.

Inpra,

Mr. N. R. Vaxm of - Surat 'has
up.(lert krr_u a tour of North India with 1
View FO give the message of Bahaism to
the people of India, [ left Bombay
on the Ist of January 192] just aflter
tl_m_ _Convention Was over and intends
visiting  Allahabad, Benares, Calcutta
Dacc?., Lucknow, Patna, Cawnpore, A r'a.’
Delhi, Amritsar, Lahore and Karsoyy
A short account of his tour will bé
published in the next issue of the Baha;
N_ews. Mr. Vakil’s visit to North India
will be very fruitful indeed,

The programme contem lated b
_1?1rst. A'll-In.dia ('Zonventionlin their Isrzwtrlr]:
gg I;,};tmgsg, bfel_ng put into actualities ip

ay. alr progress :
been made. ProE i e already
Allahabad University is assistin

‘ _ g the pe
of India. Al contributions hgg?gg;

small will be gratefully acknowledged b

the Bombha offi 2 n
Fort, Bombgy. it Eorbes Street,

Mirza Sea.vash, a Persian

Professor Shirazi
absent from Indiaz.1 fglf
come and i g0 ho

Karach; will be
SOme monthg to
me. We Wwill 4
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miss him very much but we wish him a
happy voyage and a safe return.  He is
the chief editor of the Bahai News.

We reproduce below the copy of the
]ctter_ of congratulations from the Chicago
Bahai Assembly and express our grateful
thanks for their words of hope and
encouragement. A beautiful Photograph
of 1.:he Cl}imgo Mashrek-ul-Azkar was
received with it for which the All India
Bahai Convention is very thankful.

“It is the hour of
of men and of the dray
races and classes.””

unity of the sons
ving together of all

. Abha Greetings to the All-India Bahai
onvention convening in  Bombav
December 192, A

The Bahais of Chic
the ‘Bahais of Ingiq that they have
gtt:r.lm:(l such Divipe Unity as to ;Hm-n;hlc
1 one large gathering from ql) parts of
that wvast empire.  Praise be to God
that through the divinity of Baha Ullal
this has been made possible. 2 fy e

ago  congratulate

We received word from the Conte
Klr(rzler_(lovcnapt .after tho]lcl?icrtslgtu/‘:;:’
i tlcan Bahai Convention, in March

ne een hundreq and nipe that sucl
ﬁ?thenr‘]gs are to the spirit{ml b
5 1(::Ox‘;«*]oxlcl] what the inrysp of the spirit
e li(i 3 ms;galtbody of man, quickening
new life ang pc())\irer\.lmrts < S

With heartfals
Threshold, “E(fzcl%)egra
Japtism may descen
Convention.

YEIs to the Divine
that g Pentecostal
d upon this Al India

Your co-workers in the vineyard of God

; The Chicago Assembly
per the House of Spirityals
g [ Spirituality.

11th Octobey 1920,

——

AMERICA,
: We quote in this
i;?cr)? tltle Star of the West  for
5. _r}la 10N as  gome friends do
“Célve the Star of the West.

The 12tp Annual M
. A ashrakol-Azk
folnlvgntmn and Bahai Congrzz.}; A\?\rlezri
e ('lm New York during 25th and 98th
Pril this year and the feast of K-

letter some news
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Rizwan was celebrated on the 24th of
April.

Representatives from various different
assemblies in America were present and
it was a very spiritual gathering. Our
Beloved Abdul Baha has sent Janabe
Fazal Mazandarani, the Persian philo-
sopher with Mr. Minochar Khan for a
short tour in America at the request of
Mirza Ahmad Sorab and they reached
America during the Convention. During
the Convention the Mashrakol-Azkar
design of Louis Bourgeois was accepted.

‘We quote a portion of the article publish-

ed in the New York American, dated

May 23rd, 1920.

“ Mr. Bourgeois’ model was sclected
by a committee of forty nine. This
committee was ready to approve the
design, but because the structure differed
from any other building that had ever
been erected, they felt they needed
guidance, before making the final
acceptance, from an architect who could
tell them whether it was practical.
They called in Mr. H. Van Bureu
Magonigle, president of the A_rchltcctuml
league. Without being apprised of the
preference . of  the committee, Mr.
Magonigle studied all the models sub-
mitted and quickly sclected that of
Mr. Bourgeois. His verdict was: ‘1t
15 the first new idea in architecture
Since the thirteenth century. I want
to see it crected. The first storey
!)I'C’dtlles the spirit of welcome. It is
in the form of a nine-pointed star. Nine
circular exedras curve into the building,
with a great door way in tHe centre of
cach, so that from \hatever side one
approaches, the structure seems to
extend its arms in welcome and embrace.
The first storey in its simplicity suggests
the Greek and Egyptian temples, while
the treatment of the doors and windows
is Romanesque in form, and the intricacy
and beauty of the ornamentation suggests
the Gothic and the Arabic. The second
storey, beautiful in its windowed elegance,
is renaissance,in time, but purely Gothic

‘in the interlaced arches of its openings.

The third storey is 1'e11aissanc_e in_ feeling,
restful and quiet. A:bove T Wi
lovely  dome, which suggests the
Byzzmtine, while above the closed top
IS a upique feature—the beams of the
dome arising like hands clasped in prayer,

|
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so as to give the feeling of ascension
and aspiration found only in Gothic
towers. "’ o

Another picce of good news 1s the
marriage oprirm Ahmad Sohrab with
Miss Juanita Storch of Okland, California,
which was celebrated during the Con-
vention on 28th April 1920.

We have recently received a letter
from Mariam Haney, secretary of the
teaching Committee, about the seven
day trip from Boston to Chantanqua
of Janabe Fazel Mazandarani, Harry
Janabe Minochar Khan, and Mirza-
Ahmad Sohrab. They visited Buffalo
and attracted 'some souls there. A
member of the Rotary Club of Buffalo
invited them to come again and speak
before his organization; a clergyman
offered his pulpit. People present from
other cities extended similar invitations.
In every city people pressed forward to
shake their hands or stopped them in

the streets. They were loved! Loved
by all !
Saturday morning they spoke in

Roycroft chapel at Fast Aurora, N. Y.
There they outlined the new economic
system given by Baha'o’llah and ex-
plained by Abdul Baha. They were
invited to come again and speak at
a Sunday service. ““The Roycroft
(magazine) circulation 50,000, will publish
an article about the Visit.

Next day, Sunday, was spent at Lily
Dale, N. Y. The spiritualists had given
to them the morning service in the
auditorium. About three thousand were
present. Fazel’'s address was on the
Bahai Vision of Immortality.

Directors changed their afternoon
service and inviteg Fazel and Harry to
speak at 4-30 o’clock in Forest Temple,
where nearly three thousand came again
to hear about  New Evidences of life
after death.” Janabe Fazel closed the
session by chanting a prayer in Persian.

Monday, they journeyed on to Chan-

. In the great Chantanqua
:.zrlrl;l}c)ll;li%heatre they addressed an a.uc}}ence
of over 4 thousand souls on The

iti and Spiritual Regeneration of
Sgilsi;{:aland Itsp Cause:” gSince Abdul
Baha was in America in 1912, perhaps
no American event has been more
significant in Bahai history.




*“ Chantanqua
the address :

address was given
in the amphitheatr.

Mazandarani,

”A

Professor
in the Imperial Univers
Translated ~into excellen

BAHA]

Two opening paragraphs in the
Daily ”* give the key to
most  extraordinary
yesterday morning
¢ by Mirza Fazel
of Philosophy
ity of Persia,
t English

one of his interpreters, Mirza

Sorab. It was ap eloq
the message of universa]
hood given to the worlq
mystic, Abdul Baha.

love and
by the

several religious movements, U

New Thought,

directors of read

the Bahais op

away happy,
Bahai

hear more.

finished
“vyou have

my life | *7

We quote 2
received by g
of Kulitalai, Ma,

“ O thou who art at

;s to th
horizong (universe) ;

and devoted

Thy detaileq

Christian,
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the Hotel Athenaonap
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brother-
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Some leaders of
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one. Abdul Baha used Harry
those lawyers like the
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Intellect, for about ten m
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brought it
the greatest Tru
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against
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problems ig
When he
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brother
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for_praisu be to God, the light of heavenly
Guidance has been kindled in the lamp

of the heart and the fire of the love of
God set aflame,

God that that light of
Guidance may, from this lamp, stream
out in all directions and illumine all the
surroundings. That is to say, that the
city of Madras may turn into the horizon
of Truth, from which the Rays of the
Heavenly Grace may radiate.

I beseech

Do thou surrender thyself unto God
and have absolute dependence in  the
days on His infinite Bestowal | Because
the Sun of Reality, His Most High,
Baha’o’llan hath with greatest intcns\ity

projectcd His Effulgence upon the
N0TIZons,  whyjcl shall  before long,
illumine g the universe. The cause

of Baha’n'llah h
whole world.
nents of

nath already stirred the
lo-day in all the conti-

lents .l the world, the Call of
L_aha.ollah hath beep raised. Ip every
City of the West an as

sembly has been
S the people to
and spreads the

éstablisheq, which ¢a
the Kingdom of God
Feachings of Baha‘o'llap

In Americq t
ol-Abhg hath arisen g
Proclamation of “yy
supreme of the Most
reached the ear of e
T'he Turls
attracted to
of Abba.
Heavenly
most ch

he cal of. ¢ va Baha-

nd in Africa the
Aliy-ol-Aala
upreme) hath
very intelligent.
and - Tajipg l:favc bcc%omt‘
the breezes of the Paradise
G;IL?IASIa the birds of the
den  are gipes i :
Arming tunes, S

In brief iy
ye will rajge
of Abha, exhil
the Teachings of B
day by day in the
accomplishmen g ancd
€ the cause of guidl
of the People.
own
look

India too,
the Call of t
erate the

God willing,
he Kingdom
Pcople  througl
aha’o’]1a), progress
Bahai Virtues and
(thus) prove to
ance unte multitudes
O 1ot ye look at your
nay rather,
Kingdom of
he piece of
from the
them to tpe
Produces from ced
he heave S One grain
rom. This is
Grace of God,
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I am earnestly praying to the Kingdom
of Abha, imploring, every momcnt.,“la
new Confirmation for thee and a f‘n_.sn
Bestowal upon thee. As to the .qu(“?stl()‘l':
of (kindness) to animals, in this (,.a‘.l_lb(:
great emphasis has been put on practising
benevolence to animals.

ABDUL BAHA ABBAS.

SoUTH AMERICA—We have received
a V((:)ry splendid report of the wor!c done
by our dear sister Miss Martha Root n}
South America. The report (:nn?l_sts'o
34 typed pagés and is very Illt(‘.lC‘SEIIl%
and instructive and makes tl.l()r]l(_f}ljl‘
throb with joy at the work aclucwd‘ dy
her through love of God and stead-
fastness. May souls like her arise in
this Country to give the Glad Tidings 10
a large portion of humanity which dwells
in this Country. She started on July
22nd 1919 and visited Parg{, Peruambuco,
Bahia, Maceio, Riodejaneiro, Sao Paulo,
Santos, Brazil, Moutlwdeo,I AB.uenos-
Aires, Panama, Havana, W aslungtng
D. C. and a few other places and returne
home on 15th of Noversber 1919,

ing her tour she spoke to numerous
pe?s:;;lsl %ndividually on the Holy Cause
and gave the Glad-Tidings in numerous
newspapers published in South Amerlf{l
in Portuguese and Spanish, althoug‘l
she did not know then either of these

languages. She  addressed various
assemblies and distributed the holy
literature among sincere scekers to such

an extent that all the literature she had
was given away, and not to deny it to
those who demanded it, she purchased
Newspapers — worth about 50 dollars
containing articles on the Bahai Move-
ment. - Besides noting the customs and
manners  of the countries visited by
her she has also noted the places where
friends may go and live permanently
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d earn
and do the work for the Cause an
:Jle(ans of livelihood. S{h(; tsugtglfgzz 31}211;
study of French is useful to se
:ﬁ?ig’l in South America or the Continent.
May God raise many such souls.

Your Brother in El-Abha,
N. R, VAKIL.

Copry OF THE SUPPLICATION SUBMITTED TO
His Horiness ABDUL BAHA
BY THE BAHAIS OF INDIA AND BURMA.

To

THE HoLy PRESENCE OF
His Horiness ABDUL BAHA
THE CENTRE OF THE COVENANT OF GOD.

Bahais of India and the Dele-
Egt;::is present at the First All India
Babai Convention held in Bomb?ﬁr,
solved in the morning session on the
;gt% of December, 1920 A. D. that a;
supplication signed by the Bahais o
India and Burma be submitted to Your
Holiness requesting for a visit to this
ancient land of many religions and many
peoples. The resolution was unammoui:
ly passed and was received m?&;t eve
thusiastically, all standing up. . May ‘li-
not therefore, the Bahais of Indx? supp A
cate Your Holiness to vouchsa 1?' Iisnd
visit and be pleased to tread t lsb?ess
and thus sanctify this old soil and’t =
millions of souls who desire but f(lheir
the holy Beauty of the Faceo
Beloved. Praying again and again.

We remain,
The Servants of Your Holiness,
TuE Banals or INDIA AND BURMA,

BoMmBAy, INDIA,
Mayrch, 1921.

b o A T
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