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' The Bahai Message is a ('all to Religious Unity and not an invita-
tion to a new Religion, not a new Path to Immortality, God forlad !
It is the Ancient Path cleared of the debris of imaginations and super-
stitions of men, of the debris of strife and misunderstanding and is
again made a clear Patli to the Sincere secker, that he may enter

therein in Assurance, and find that the Word of God is One Word
< b

though the Speakers were many.
ABDUL BAHA.

EDITORIAL.
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conduct, stiaightforwardness and sincere kindliness unto all the
peoples and kindreds of the world, be they friends or strangers. So
intense mus’ be the spirit of love and loving kindness, that the
stranger may find himself a friend, the enemy a true brother, no
difference whatsoever existing between them: TFor univergality is of
God and all limitations eavthly, Thus man must strive that his
reality may manifest virtues and perfections, the light whereof may
shine upon every one. 'l'he light of the sun shineth upon all the
world and the merciful showers of Divine Providence fall upon all
peoples. The vivifying breeze reviveth every living creature and all
beings endued with life obtain their share and portion at His
heavenly board. Inlike manner, the atfections and loving kindness of
the servants of the One 'I''ue God must be bountifully and uni-
versally extended to all mankind. Regarding this, restrictions and
limitations are in no wise permitted.

Wherefore, O my loving friends! Consort with all the peoples,
kindreds and religions of the world with the utmost truthfulness,
uprightness, faithfulness, kindliness, good-will and friendliness ; that
all the world of being may be filled with the holy ecstacy of the
grace of Baha, that ignorance, enmity, hate and rancour may vanish
from the world and the darkness of estrangement amidst the peoples
and kindreds of the world may give way to the Light of Unity.
Should other peoples and nations be unfaithful to you, show your
fidelity unto them, should they be unjust towards you, should they
keep aloof from you attract them to yourselves, should they show
their enmity be friendly towards them, should they poison your lives,
gweeten their souls, should they inflict a wound upon you, be a salve
to their sores, Such are the attributes of the sincere! Such are

the attributes of the truthful !’

Hence we request onr gentle readers of whatever faith, to look
upon the, “ Bahai News,” as one which stands for the basic truths
of their religion. We shall with pleasure receive such contributions
on their Faith as may bring out the universal truths for which the
Bahai Movement stands, By publishing them we shall be helping

’ 1 . . . e
tho Cause of Universal unity. Theosophists, Freemasons, Brahmog;
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Esperantists, Educationists ete., will find the Bahai News expound-
ing fellowship and fraternity to to their highest expectations.

“Q Lord, my God! Assist Thy loved ones to be firm in Thy
Faith, to walk in Thy ways, to be steadfast in Thy Cause. Give
them Thy grace to withstand the onslaught of self and passion, to
follow the light of Divine Guidance. Thou art the Powerful, the
Gracious, the self-subsisting, the Bestower, the Compassionate, the
All-Mighty, the All-Bountiful.”

SIND AND THE BAHAI MOVEMENT.

It is no exaggeration to say that every educated man in Sind,
be he Moslim or Hindu, is o Bahai. At the most he does not know
it. He has been thinking and even practising as a Bahai. He only
needs to read the Bahai Message and exclaim: “I have been
Bahai by birth” Perhaps no province in India, and no country
in the world, has received the Message so late as Sind, and
yet Sind might not merely lead the whole of India in its
enthusiasm for the Bahai principles, we make bold to say, Sindhis
may sooner or later carry the message all over the world. Already
the “ Seven Valleys,” have been beautifully translated in Sindhi by
Mirza Kalichbeg, and its first edition has almost been exhausted.
% The Traveller’s Narrative * is ready in manuseript awaiting print-
ing, and Mr. Abbasi, a Sindi Bahai is working hard to translate other
works and get them corrected by Mirza Kalichbeg. Gujarat another
Province of India, with a literature vaster than Sindhi, should do

like wige.

ACTION.

ake your feet firm, make a firm compact,

1 vends of God ! M
O ye friends’o ance of the Love

A iy ypion and accord, endeavour to diffuse the fragr
of Goq and to spread the Divine Teachings, in order that ye may
?mpn:-t life to the dead body of this world, and bestow a real heal-
1ng on every one diseased (in soul).

“0 ye friends of God: 'The world is lilsfe tlle.body ?f m'&n—-it
hag becomse sick, feeble and infirm. Its eye is devoid of sight, its ear



4 - BAHAT NEWS, Vor. T1.

has become destitute of hearing and its faculiies of ense are entirelv
dissolved. The friends of God must hecome wise physicians am‘l
care for and heal this sick person, in accord with the l)i‘vine Teach-
ings, in order that—God willing—is, may perchanee gain health, find
eternal healing, and that its lost powers may be restored; and that
the person of the world mav find such health, freshness and purity
that it may appear in the utmost beauty and charm, The first
remedy is to guide the people, so that they may turn unte God,
hearken unto the Divine Commandments and eo forth with a hearing
ear and seeing eves.  After this swift and cortain remedy hias been
applied, then according to the Divine N'eachings, the_y'nught to be
trained in conduct, morals and deeds of the Supreme Concourse
and encouraged and inspired with the Gifts of the Kingdom of Abha.

“ The hearts should be purified and cleansed from every trace of
hatred and rancor and enabled to engage in bruthfulness, conciliation,
uprightness and love towards the world of humanity ; so that the
East and the West may embrace each otler like unto two lovers,
enmity and animosity may vanish fthm the human world, and tle
Universal Peace be established !

“0 ye friends of God: Be kind to all peoples and nations, have
love for all of them; exert yourselves to purify the hearts as muech
as you can, and bestow abundant effort in rejoicing the souls. Be
ye a sprinkling of rain to every meadow and a water of life to every
tree. By ye a fragrant musk to every nostril and a sonl-refregh-
ing breeze to every invalid, Be ye salutary water to every thirsty one,
a wise guide to every one led astray, an affectionate father or
mother to every orphan, and in the utmost joy and fragrance, a son or
daughter to every one bent with uge. Be ye a rich treasure to

every indigent one; consider love and union as a delectable paradise,

and count annoyance and ]mstih’ty as the torment of hell-fire. Txert
with your soul; seek no rest in body ; supplicate and heseech with
your heart and search for Divine Assistance and F
that ye may make this world the Paradise of Abha
trial globe the Arena of the Supreme

effort, it is certain that the

avour, in order
and this terres-
Kingdom, If ve make an
se lights shall shine, this cloua of mercy

“divided into two parts : one
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shall rain, this soul-nourishing breeze shall waft, and the scent
of this most fragrant musk be diffused !

« (O ye friends of God! Be ye not concerned with the events trans-
piring at this Blessed spot. and give no thought thereto., What-
ever may happen is good, for calamities are Bestowal itself, hard-
ship is the reality of merey, discomposure 1s but composure of
mind, and sacrifice of life is a manifest gift.  Whatever may happen
. . ) . |
is a Bounty from God, the Most High'!

““ Be ve not engaged in vour own affairs; be employed in guiding

] = '. i | : ‘ ;
the people ; train the souls in the qualities aud nature of Apdul
. ” i b . " » y r g4 £ . ’L\.' £ i ) :
Baha, and convey the glad-tidings of the Kingdom of. bha ftc th.e
Do not seek rest during night and day and sit not tranquil

people. ' . :
for a minute. Bring these glad-tidings to the ]I.L‘:lt']ll:f_{ tri" .]lli-llililll'(l
with the utmost exertion, and accept every calamity and affliction in
your love for God and reliance on Abdul Baha. Endure ahele censure
of enemies and bear the ]'(_\l_)[‘nleh(‘S of the people of oppression with
patience. [Follow the example of Apdul Baha and atevery moment
wish for 0{’]_'.91-ing '5-'(1111'501\-'0:%' in the Path ni:.t-he ];(;‘ﬂllfy of Abha.
Shine ve like unto the sun and roar and move like unto r].w =h2 g impars
life to mountain and desert like unto clouds; and similar to the

- Q. OTACEe slecance on the tree of
vernal breeze, bestow freshness, grace and elega

human temples ! ”’
AppuL Bama.

TWELVE BASIC BAHAI PRINCIPLES.

By Aspurn Bama.
1. The Oneness of the world of Humaniy.

X 3
1 ; ~ ; saying ‘ Ye
«« Baha'O’llah addresses himself to the world of men saying
el oL te ol G diet dmrher. * Mhat 18, the
are all leaves of one tree and the fruits of one ¢ .
t ree, and the natiens or peoples

; ' wxistence is no other than one t e
i dlolyesinmng and human indi-

: T hereof
are like unto the different branches or limbs th 1 ; f hile in all
e ;oms sreof...while in
Viduals are similar to the fruits and hlogsoms thereot...whi é
a1l = s

i 1d of humanity has been
ast religi ks and epistles, the wor
St s culle;l the ¢ People of the Book’ or the
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¢ pure tree,’ and the other, the ‘evil tree.” One-half of the people of
the world were looked upon as belonging to the faithful and the other
as belonging to the irreligious and the infidel ; one half of the people
were consigned to the mercy of the Creator and the other half
were considered as objects of the wrath of their Maker. But
Baha’O’llah proclaimed the Oneness of the world of humanity—he
submerged all mankind in the Sea of Divine Generosity.”

2. Independent investigation of Truth.

 No man should follow blindly his ancestors and fore-fathers.
Nay, each must see with his own eyes, hear with his own ears, and
investigate truth in order that he may find the Truth ; whereas the
religion of forefathers and ancestors is based npon blind imitation,
Man should investigate the truth.”

3.  The foundation of all Religions 1s One.

«The foundation underlying all the divine precepts is one reality.
1t must needs be reality, and reality is one, not multiple. Therefore the
foundation of the divine religion is one. But we can see that certain
forms have come in, certain imitations of forms and ceremonials
have crept in. T'hey are heretical, they are accidental, because they
differ : hence they cause differences among religions. But if we set
aside these imitations and seek the reality of the foundation we shall
all agree, because religion is one and not multiple.”

4. Religion Must be the cause of Unity among Mankind.

“ Every religion is the greatest divine effulgence, the cause of
life amongst men, the cause of the honour of humanity, and is produc-
tive of the life everlasting amongst humankind. Religion is not for
tyranny or injustice. If religion be the cause of enmity and rancor
if. it should prove the cause of alienating men, assuredly non-reli:
gion would be better. For religion and teachings whicl appertain to
it are as a course of treatment. What is the object of any course
of treatment? It is cure and healing. But if the outcome of &
gourse of treatment should he productive of were diagnosis and dige

Vor. I1S-
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cussion of symptoms, the abolition of it 1s evidently preferable. In
this sense, abandoning religion would be a step towards unity.”

5. Religion must be in accord with Science and leason.

« Religion must be reasonable; it must agree perfectly with
science, so that science shall sanction religion and religion shall
ganction science. The two must be brought together, indissolubly in
reality. Down to the present day it has been customary for man to
accept a thing because it was called religion, even though it were
not in accord with human reason.”

6. Equality between Men and Women.

« Thig is peculiar to the teachings of Baho'O’llah, for all former

religious systems placed men above women. Daughters and sons must
follow the same form of study and the same education. Having one

course of education promotes unity among mankind.”

7. The Abandonment of all Prejudices.

« Tt is established that all the prophets of God have come to unite
the children of men and not to disperse them, and to put in action
the law of love and not enmity. (lonsequently we must throw aside
all these prejudices, the racial prejudices. We must become the

cauge of unity of the human race.”
8. Universal Peace.

« All men and nations shall make peace. There shall be universal
peace amongst governments, universal peace amongst religions, uni-
Vversal peace amongst Taces, universal peace amongst the denizc.ans
of al] religions. To-day in the world of humanity the molst im-
Portant matter is the question of universal peace. The realization of

thig principle is the crying need of the time.”
9, Universal Education.

¢ All mankind should partake of both knowledge and of educa-
ion and this partaking of knowledge and education is one of the
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necessities of religion. The eduncation of each child is obligatory. If
there are no parvents the community must look after the child,
Each person should have his part of the seienceg.”

10,  The Solution of the Economic Question,

“ No religious hooks of the past prophets speak of the economie
question, while this problem has heen thoronghly solved: in the
teachings of Baha’OQ’llah,..Certain regulations are revealed which
insure the welfare and well-heine of all humanity,  Just as the rich
man enjoys his pleasures surrounded by luxuries, the poor man musk
likewise have a home, be provided with sustenance, and not be in
want... Until this is effected happiness is impossible.
in the estimation of God, their rights are one and there is no dis-
tiction for any soul : all are protected heneath the justice of God.”

All are equal

11. A Universel Language.

“ A universal language shall be adopted which shall he taught
by all the schools and academies of the world. A committee appoint-
ed by national bodies shall select a suitable language to be used ag
a means of international communieation and that laugnage shall he
taught in all the schools of the world in order that every one shall
need but two languages, hig national tongue and the infernational

language.”
12.  An International Tribunal.

¢ A universal tribunal under the power of God, under the protec-
tion of all men, shall be established. Tach one must obey the decision

of this tribunal, in order to arrange the chfhculﬁes of everv nation,

Ahout fifty years ago Baha’O’llah commanded the people to
establish Universal Peace and summoned all the nationg (o the divine
banquet of international arbitration so that the question of houndaries,
of national honour and property and of vital interest hetween nations

might be decided by an arbitral court of justice,”
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The Logic of the Bahai.
By M. R. Surrazr.
(Reprint from the Sind College Miscellany).

Years back on account of the severe persecutions that prevailed
in theiv country, Persians met in secret and enjoyed the feasts of
reason and flows of soul in their gatherings. But it was not possi-
ble for every one to be permitted in their circles. Their meetings
were more guarded than even those of Freemasons, and their fraternity
was not a matter of name. T had heard a good deal about them and
that, too, mostly from their opponents. While a student at Bombay,
after having come across an article in the East and West on their
teachings, I one night implored of a friend, who had travelled far
and wide and associated with various religionists, to tell me what
he knew of the Bahlais. He, at first, hesitated but then consented
to introduce me to the group of Bombay Bahais, that T might in-
vestigate their beliefs for myself. Next morning, like a child
eagerly awaiting a new toy, T woke up, dressed and got ready for the
arrival of my friend. On that beautiful November morning of the
year 1908, we set out for the Bahai Hall, in Forbes Street, Fort
Bombay. We came to a four storeyed-building from the verandah
of the top floor of which there peeped at us a venerable looking
Persian gentleman of middle age, dressed in white raiments and a
tali white fez with a small turban around it. After climbing seventy
and two steps we came to an open spacious hall, decently furnished
and decorated with Persian inscriptions and tablets. We were met
and greeted by several gentlemen whose faces were not quite un-
familiar. "T'he venerable old Aga Mirza Mahram, bade us be seated.
Tea was next served in small Persian tumblers, unmilked after
the fashion in Persia. The presence of tea reminded me of what igno-
vant Persians, who being unable to understand the rapid progress of
the Bahai movement, assert. They believe that Bahais drug their

guests and thus win them over. I, however, dismissed the thought
from my mind.

Aga Mirza Malram proceeded, “ You have come to investigate
the truth of our movement #* T nodded. “If you wish to investi-
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gate the truth of a new thing,” said Mirza, “what should be your

attitude and how will you proceed #” «T1 gshall proceed from the

known to the unknown and shall Lave no preconceived notions. |

as and preju-
“ Bravo,” said he, “now tell me if you bhelieve
any one as a prophet.” *“ Yes. I believe that His Holiness M
med, Christ, Moses and many others have been messe

shall enter into the enquiry with a mind free from bi
dice,” replied 1. in
aho-
ngers of God
to humanity, and we designate them ¢ prophets’ ”, said I,

. . ; _
“Tell me. How have you recognized them as prophets of God,

as for example, by what reasoning have yvou admitted the prophe-
thood of His Holiness Mahomed 2> ¢ |[e performed miracles, the
Koran is a book of such a style that no one has yet been able to

imitate a verse of, and the Koran bears evidence of hig

prophe-
thood.”

~ “You promised ” said Mirza, “ not to be carried away hy pre-
conceived notions. What you assert are mere ]l@:ll‘s‘;ws.“ You
have not logically believed in them. A proof mus y
applicable and good for all men and all times,
wen’t do for our.enquiry.

t he univers:nlly
. This state of mind
You assert that the prophet per

‘ formed
miracles, whereas noun-moslims refuse to helieve

. i that statement,
You say no one can write a verse to match with the composition of

the Koran in point of eloquence and style, whereas Christian scholars

S ULt 5 LS

of Arabic literature and eloquence point out rhetorical and gramma-
D

Flcal mistakes in the Koran, That, is a proof, which leaves no doubt
1o the mind of the seeker,”

I remarked that since Mirza Sahebh himself believed in the pro-
phethood of His Holiness Mobammed, T would rather wish him to
prove to me the truth of the Prophet. He proceeded : “If a pay

claims to be a carpenter, what will you expect him to do? Wit

: 18
the function of a carpenter P’

“ He must make me chairs, tables, teapoys and I gh

all call him a
carpenter. In other words he must do what carpenter

8 have done.”

“ And if he claims to be a doctor p »

o i
1 ell cure
sick men or » he must

produce his university diploma,”

_expect him to do ?

Vor. 11. BAHAI NEWS. 11

““ And supposing he claims to be a watchmaker ?
“ He must repair my watch or make me a watch.”

“ Well, then, if a man claims to be a prophet what would you

What would be his function ? Asked Mirza
Mahram.

“ He must do what other prophets have done,” said I. “If he
does what any other prophet has done I will call him a prophet.”

“Then,” said the venerable gentleman, ““let us see what prophet
Mahomed has done. like his predecessors Christ, and Moses, he
brought a set of teachings, which he said were not his but God’s;
and he claimed to have been sent by God to guide mankind; whoso-
ever heard him opposed him; he single handed and alone, without
any local or physical aid established hig truth and executed the divine
law which was for the good of humanity. Therefore he was God’s
messenger and was aided by God, for if he were not of God how
would a weak, solitary, uneducated orphan, succeed against God
and all mankind ?” T admitted that that was the best proof of the
Prophet’s truth.

“If another person deoes what His Holiness Mohammed has done,
won’t you call him a prophet of God?” said the Bahai.

“But” said I, “there can be mno propliet after His Holiness
Mohammed, the seal of prophets.” ¢ Tell me where has our enquiry
led us. TIf another person does what His Holiness Mohammed has

done, what will vou designate him 2»

Half-confounded and amazed, and quite unwillingly I gently

said, “ We must perforce call him a prophet.”

(To be continued.)
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“1 am with you always”
Words of Anpurn-Bana.

I say unto you that anyone who will rise up in the Cause of God
at this time shall be filled with the Spirit of God, and that He will
send His hosts from heaven to help you and that nothing shall he
impossible to you if you have faith. And now I give you a com-
mandment which shall be for a covenant between you and me—that
ye have faith ; that your faith be steadfast as a rock that no storms
can move, that nothing can disturh, and that it endure through all
things even to the end; even should ye.hear that your Lord has been

crucified, be not shaken in your faith; for I am with you always,

whether living or dead, T am with you to the end. As ye have faith
so shall your powers and blessings be. This is the standard—this.
is the standard—this is the standard.
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THE FUNERAL CEREMONY OF HIS HOLINESS
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