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The source of “Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah”
From ‘Andalib, vol.4 no. 13, (Winter 1984-1985), pp.59-71
By Dr. Vahid Ra’fati
Translated into English from its original Persian by Elham Afnan

The beloved Guardian presented the Baha'is of the West with his translation of some of Baha'u'llah's
works under the title Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah in 1935. He had already translated the
Hidden Words in 1923 and the iqan in 1931, as well as some of Baha'u'llih's prayers. Later. he translated
some other prayers and The Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, in 1936 and 1941 respectively. Considering
the fact that only a very few of the important works of Baha'u'lldh had been translated before 1935. we can
imagine how important Gleanings was to the community in the West, both by strenghtening them
spiritually and by familiarizing them with teachings and the vision of the Faith.

A quick study of Gleanings shows that Shoghi Effendi gathered together Writings from among the earliest
to the final works of Baha'u'llah, those addressed to Bahd'is as well as non-Bahd'is. and revealed both in
Persian and in Arabic. Although Gleanings does not contain all of the topics discussed in the Writings of
Baha'u'llah. it does touch upon the basic and important subjects. at least briefly. and can therefore present
the essence of the beliefs and teachings of the Faith. It presents the station of Bahd'u'llih. the purpose of
His mission. and His difficulties and tribulations; the fundamental moral teachings of the Faith such as
courtesy. truthfulness. justice, and obedience to the government: the most important philosophical and
mystical subjects such as creation, the worlds of God. life and death. fate. progressive revelation. the
station of the Manifestations. and the station of man. In addition. it includes Tablets for the Fast. Ri|dvan.
the Tablet of Carmel and the Tablet of the [Hajj, each of which is among Baha'u'llah's important works.

The great wealth of topics in this book has given it a special and unique place among Baha'i publications.
During the half-century since its publication. it has been studied and used as a reference in meetings.
classes. and summer schools. and been quoted directly or indirectly in hundreds of articles and books in
the English language. Parts or all of it have also been translated into many languages worldwide.

To Shoghi Effendi the importance of this book was such that he repeatedly urged the Baha'is. the tcachers
of the Faith. and especially the vouth. to read and study it. For this reason. study of Gleanings has become
one of the basic programs in Baha'i summer schools and it is also taught in many deepening courscs.
Following the publication of this book. some of the Bahd'is in the West submitted a number of questions
about it to the Guardian which he answered but the majority of these have not vet been published.

There has always been a great desire among the Eastern Baha'is to read the Persian and Arabic originals
of the passages in Gleanings. Abdu'l-Hamid Ishrdg-Khavari was a scholar who did much work and
rescarch to find and identify these originals by referring to published books and unpublished manuscripts
alike. He was able to produce a compilation of his findings but did not complete it before his death.
Finally in 1983, the Baha'i publications committee in Germany published the originals of the Writings in
Gleanings which had been compiled and prepared by the Research Department at the Baha'i World Centre
under the guidance of the Universal House of Justice.

The Persian and English versions are exactly the same except that in the English. two excerpts have
mistakenly been given under the same number (#161) whereas in the Persian. each has its own number.
As a result. the English has 165 selections whereas the Persian has 166.

It is of great importance for Baha'i researchers to know both the source and the addressee for each excerpt
so that they can refer to the original if necessary and study the entire work. only part of which has been
translated.

www.shodjai.org/study/gwb/gwb-source html
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