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HOUSE OF COMMONS DEBATES

ORAL QUESTION
October 7, 1998

IRAN

Ms. Colleen Beaumier (Brampton West-
Mississauga, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, on July 21, 1998
Iranian authorities executed Ruhullah Rawhani for
practising his Baha'i faith. There are presently four more
Baha'is on death row.

Would the Minister of Foreign Affairs please explain
to Canadians Canada's position regarding Iran's abhorrent
policies against the Baha'is?

Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, | think all members share the
great concern the member has expressed.

[ took the opportunity last week at the United Nations
to raise the matter directly with the foreign affairs
minister of Iran, making the case that these arrests were
not justified and that they should be released and
furthermore that their freedom should be established in
Iran as it should be established around the world.

SVEND J ROBINSON, MP

BURNABY-DOUGLAS
366 WEST BLOCK, HOUSE OF COMMONS, OTTAWA, K1A 0A6
613-996-5597 ROBINSO@PARL.GC.CA

Yo



RECEIVED 0CT 1 6 1998

HOUSE OF COMMONS DEBATES

MOTION
October 7, 1998

IRAN

Mr. Svend J. Robinson (Burnaby-
Douglas, NDP): Mr. Speaker, following
consultations with members on all sides of the
House, I seek the unanimous consent of the
House to put the following motion, seconded by
the hon. members for Rosedale, Red Deer,
Beauharnois-Salaberry, and Richmond-
Arthabaska:

That this House express its profound concern over
the recent grave attacks on the Iranian Baha'i community
including the brutal execution of Mr. Rahu'llah Rawhani
in July, arrests of 36 Baha'i academics, and confirmation
of death sentences of two Baha'i men and the detention of
11 other Baha'i men for practising their faith; and calls
upon the Government of Iran to end their oppression of
the Baha'i community, ensure the safety and early release
of all those Baha'i imprisoned in Iran, and respect the
principles of the International Covenants on Human
Rights to which Iran is a party.

(Motion agreed to)

SVEND J ROBINSON, MP

BURNABY-DOUGLAS
366 WEST BLOCK, HOUSE OF COMMONS, OTTAWA, K1A 0A6
613-996-5597 ROBINSO@PARL.GC.CA
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