COUTIHUATICN OF "l BAHA'T DAWN: HANCHISTIER.

by "E,Ts HALL (Movember 1933).

This narrative continues the history of the Baha'i Cause in Hanchester
(ngland) from the date of the formation of the first local Spiritual Assembly
in larch 1923, The history up to that date was written and issued under the
title of "The Baha'i Dawn: llanchester'", by the Assembly in March 1925. This
continuation is in obhedience to a request made by the Fational Spiritual Assembly
which requires that eacch locality's history may be written in order that, from
them all, a general history of the Baha'i Cause in Britain may be compiled.,

During the year 1923 the Couse in ingland was erganized and the local
Assemblies and the National Spiritual Assembly came into being, The nine
members composing the latter were elected in such a manncr as to represent the
sroups proportionally and this arrangement permitted two representatives from

lignchester to sit in the National Spirituel Assemblys; in fact, the twe
lianchester representatives sat in the N.S.A. in October 1923 when the first
chairman of that highest Council was elected to Office,

1923,

All that year was eccupied by the Ilanchester friends in deepening the
scnse of the Cause in the Group and in making efforts to spread the glad tidings
end the principles of Baha'u'llazh's teachings, principally by holding nucleus
meetings in the hemes of the Hall's, the Craven's and the Sugar'g (Higher
Breughton, Altrincham and Crumpsall respectively) and by the giving of talks
te various demominational classes such as at Gorton Adult School, the Pendleton
Quaker's ileeting Place, Cross Street Chapel, Church and Chape} classes, the
Theosophical Centre in Deansgate, the isperantist Centre and the Altrincham
Unitarian Chapel School. Baha'i literature was given to people and many letters
were written explaining the Baha'i Cause to ingquirers, In November and Dece
cmber & series of special Addresses concerning the universal principles of
Baha'u'llah, Vorld Unity, Esperanto, Biblical Symbology, fulfilments of
Scripture Prophecies and the history of the Baha'i llovement, were given to
people gathered by IMr, J, C, Craven in the Lltrincham Unitarian Chapel Schosle
room, Dr, J, E, Isslemont and lir., ¢ T. Hall being the speakers.

19244

During the next year, 1924, activities preceeded, augmented by the
appearance of Dr, Fsslement's new pamphlet, '"Baha'u'llah end His llessage'’.

& This production was inithted by the llanchester friends., A representative
took & sum of £10 to the Nationsl Spiritual Assembly requesting that a bog&%g?
concerning ibdul Baha and His teachings should he issued for propagenda/i
Lancashire, The L.5.A. deemed it better to publish a hooklet upon the general

history and principles of the Cause, for gecnerzl use - especially for use upon

the book-stall at the Vembley Ixhibitien, To this the Manchester hAssembly
azreed and dispatched another £2 te aid in the publieation ef the same, Dry
Ussemont's pamphlet, "Baha'u'llah and His llessage™ was the result and cepies
were distributed frem the Baha'i Centres in every direction,

At this period a little class of children (amengst whom were Jehn and
“dwerd Sugar, lMabel Chessell, Ronald and Norman Craven ond Fdward R, Hall),
was being taught the Baha'i elements by ldss Iucy Hall at her home in Higher
& Brouzhton, i

During this year Baha'i Books and Beoklcts were purechgsed from Londen and
imcrica fer distribution; cerrespondence vith friends abrgad wes meintained;
end happy social evenings (besides the regular mectings) helped tg enliven and
vrichten the time, Ilecetings averaged in attcndance about fourteen people, but
now and again much larger audiences were addressed by Baha'i speakers, one such
audience being the Sunday Afternoon Brotherhood of the Swedenborgiesn Church in
fzudcliffe.

T™e ianchester friends were privileged by recelving visits frem lrs, Amy
Wilkins of Sydney in June; Ilrs, Leuisec Greggry of the United States in July; :
idirzo shmed Yazdi of Port Said in Augusts Ir,e end irs, lountford iills_of WS s
in October, The friends gothered tg meet them at one and agoth;r of the homes
¢nd sreat cheerfulness resulted fra;’%%e fellowship and the inspiration of
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1925,

During the following year, 1925, in response to a call from the Teheran
Spiritual Assembly, for locel histories, the !lanchester Spiritusl Assembly
published a small edition of one hundred copies of their history under the
title of "The Baha'i Dawvm: Manchester". (i.T. Hall).

In llay a copy was despatched to Teheran and other copies were sent to
the fmerican Baha'i archives to be preserved, as they contained full trans-
lations of the beautiful and encouraging Tablets written to the lianchester
friends by the beloved iiester, Abdul Baha,

It was at this time that the lanchester group took quick and energetic steis
to stop false accusations made by a certain Liverpool clergyman against the
Baha'i liovement. This clergyman had prepared for publication an attack upon
the Cause, wholly bhased upon prejudice, and, in most subtle manner, connecting
the Cause with devil-worship in London. Ie had given permission for a most
cruel interview to bhe published in the "impire News", far too dangerous to be
"beneath contempt', Letters passed between the Secretary of the llanchester
Spiritual Assembly, the clergyman and the editor of the Impire Heurs, and in the
end (after a very business-like and interesting interview between the ecretary
o T Y the group, the Fditor, and the journalist responsible for the
article in the n"paper)truth came uppermost, At the end of liay there were
published in the Columns of that newspaper the clergymen's apology and a letter
giving the real nature of the Bsha'i teachings and Baha'i cheracter.

In the month of May, too, lir. Seigfried Shopflocher of liontreal and, a few
deys later, Mr, Ruhi Afnan and 1. Kamaloff of Tashkent, visited the friends in
llanchester;  whilst in July came again ifir, lMason Remey - just finishing another
‘uropecan ‘tour., The latter, after describing his journey and encouraging the
friends, remerked that he was "so glad that the friends had kept the cause pure
in llenchester." This he repeated ere he departed.

In October came the visit of Dr. Youness Khen and Dry Arastoo Hakim, learned
friends from Teheran, Persia. Through all these visitors the friends in this
city learned news of the liovement's activities, in a manner inspiring and en-
trancing.

HMeanwhile (to go back a little) in August the centre of gravity which for
two end a half years had been in Higher Broughton was transferred to Altrincham
for temporary economic reasons. Good work followed, many meetings being held in
41trincham,

1926,

During 1926 efforts to meintain activities continued in both kianchester and
Altrincham.,  In Manchester about geventy new people were circulerised three
separate times with Boha'i literature end this resulted in several persons
becoming interested, amongst them being ir, A. Robinson of Chorlton, lir, Xd. I,
Coleman of Sale and lir. Bernard Ingleby also of Sale.

#ltrincham meetings were likewise successfuls,

Then liiss ligrthe Root's visit to Manchester in August also produced good
results eventually, as Iiss Bunn and liss Deakin (both of Fendleton) became
sctively interested in the Cause.

llecanwhile, brother Chessell of last Didsbury had interested Mr, and irs.
Jones, a young couple living on the slopes of a green hill called Werneth Low
on the outskirts of Hyde., All these new friends began to attend Baha'i Mect-
ings and read the matters pertaining to the Glorious Cause.

1927,

In fpril 1927 the Altrincham friends felt strong enough to form their own
local Spiritual Assembly and therefore became (organically) independent of
sianchester,  The lanchester friends re-orgenized minus the Altrincham friends,

the centre of gravity being once more in Higher Broughton, with excellent support
from Crumpsall, The weight of the work fell upon the Hall's and Sugar's, go far
as the home gatherings were concerned. This year was marked by wonderfully
cheerful, ardent and blessed mectings averaging in attendance about fourteen souls.,
The 'Unveiling of the Divine Plan', the '"Seven Valleys", the glorious "Carmel
Tablet", were meditatively studied. Devotional meetings were held. The friends
souzht to understand the inner significance of the Divine Revelation. The year

contd/...o.



e
L

wne warked also by a greater attempt than ever before (in lianchester) to

diffuse the fraogrances of Knowledge of the Cause far and wide bheyond

lianchester, In June, on behalf of the Local Spiritual Assembly, & phmphlet

by 1E.T. Hell entitled '"The Universal Relision" wos written and printed for

propogaada work in thase regicns. Thrce thrusend copies were printed and

at the end of LArvrust and during September somz nne thousand two hundred addresses

in the British Isfes were rcached, amongst which were the addresses of the

editors of about three hunircd ard forly journals and newspapers and the
librerians of the Univei.it.:s Sunort revi s of the pamphlet appearedin the
"Derbyshire Advertiser', the ”Parr,gate Herald", the "Harrogate Advertiser, the
"John o! Groat Journal" of Vick (Caithness) and one or two other journals.

Following this, a friendly end most interesting correspondence developed
between one of the lianchest.r friends (E.T. Hall) and Ir. R.J.G. Miller, the
editor of the "John o'Groat Journal'.,

Soon Dr, Isslemont's book "Baha'u'llah and the New Ira' was added to the
books upon the editor's book-shelf and he was receiving month by month the
Baha'i HMagazine., At fairly regular intervals since then the good editor has
revieved the magazines, in his columns, bringing the history and the principles
of the.Baha'i Hovement before his readers in the north of €cotland and in the
Colonies, for the journal goes far ‘abroad. ‘

1928

Throughout the year 1928 mcetings continued, now at the Fall's and now at
the Sugar's homes, in Higlier Broughton and Crumpsall, the aim being -to decpen
rather than extend the C~use, DBesides the sp-'"en addessses, the studies, the
discussions, three special essays by 2.T. Hall werc typed and circulated amongst
the friends:-

In April the "Rizwan Address"; in August one concerning Baha'u'llah's arrival
in the Holy Land at the end of August 1868; and in December an essay showing
the relationship hetueen certain Bible sayings and the Baha'i Revelation,
metters concerning fulfilmehnt of Scriptures. oixty copies of each essay were
circulated and the next year all threce essays appeared, each in a separate issue
of the.llcw Zealand Baha'i lingazine, '"The Herald of the south".

In October of this year the dcar friends, lidiss Bunn and Ifiss Deakin, left
Manchester to live in Perth, Western Australia. On their way to Perth they
stayed 2 few hours in Port Said and were treated most affectionately and
hospitably by the Baha'i friends of that city who hed received vord of the coming
of the young women.

Letters received by lianchester friends (soon afterwards) exrrc¢sc % S
Bunn's and Miss Deakin's decp and heppy apmruc1utlon of all the Llndncs,F o then
in Port Said. These two lovers of the Baha'i Cause left amongst us three

good friends, namely, lfiss alice V'1liams, who aftcrwards scrved the Agsembly

- as-its secrctary. (during the montks from March 1932 to kiarch 1933) and Mr. and laxe
Zradshaw who showed many kindnesses and much love for the C#&se, These new
friends vere of (1l ~afford and Ashton-undcr-Iyne.

1929,

Throughout 1929, encouraged by lettecrs from the beloved Guardian of the
Cause, Shoghl Effendi, the vork covtinued in lianchester. A very vigorous
activity continued from January tc October, during which period two more special
circulations of Baha'i Literature took place.

In April the Assembly issued 2 booklet cu.'aining an appeal to Inglish
people to give ear to the Beha'i Tcachlngs as they ave for the unification and
happiness of &' the pecipl~ of the worWd: "he Isles" enecially mentioned in
the prop!zeics ure ritish T- 5, o) vhich it was said that they (the Isles)
ishall weit for His fgw"..--meaning tbe full law of the Kingdom of God. A
thousand copies of the boolklet were printed and copies were sent to addresses
of certain people living in the tc'ms of the Libble Valley and others to people
living in the Lune Valley and others to people living by the coasts and in the
cdjacent islands, even to Anglesey, Man, the Hebrides, Orkneys and Shetlands,
ond the Irish Coast and to the islands in the Unsglish Channel, Copies were
also sent to addresscs in Liverporl, Glasgow, Idinburgh, Cumbria and Ceithnegs,
ihis hooklet-essay, like the three essays before it, appeared in one of the 1929
issues of the Iew Zenland "Herald of the South'.
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The second circudarization took place in June, &he main item in each
packet of Baha'i Literature being a folded leaflet,. prepared in llanchester,
entitled "The True Spirit!''.-- -This folded leaflet drew attention to the
beautiful end lofty aims of the Baha'i Cause. The..circularization- touched the

same addresses as were Teached by-the Ribble IEssay of April.

In June-also. appeared.the -first.issue of the British Baha'i News Letter,

. & _production initiated by the Manchester Spiritual Assembly and carried into

effect by special.efforts in January and in liay. The issue of the News letter
by the N.S.A. has been regular and fairly useful and the necessity for such a
medium is now fully recognized.

In the Summer-time a lichammedan. gentleman from Hyderabad, Deccan, was
staying in lianchester, He came in contact with the friends, attended Baha'i
meetings, went rahbles and outings, became interested and. read several import-
ant books, This gentleman (Mr. M. Carim) returned to India in August, bearing
with him Dr, Isslemont'!s book "Bazha'u'llah and the New Iira" and other Baha'i
Literature,

In October Dr., Youness Khan of Teheran visited lanchester agein, encouraging
and interesting the friends with an account c¢f his very useful tour in IFurope.
The several days of his visit were truly fragrant with his kindly advice and
patient presence.

In December one hundred and sixty prominent people of Manchester and
Salford were circularized with Baha'i Literature and this evoked several
interesting and very amiable replies, correspondence following.

1930.

In January 1930 twe hundred and fifty aldermen and councillors of
lianchester, Salford, Iccles and Stretford, were likewise circularized. In
Pebruary-it - was learncd that the friendly editor of the "John 6%Groat Journal"
of Wick was preparing to make a tour of the United States and Canada in order
to visit the various branchecs of the wide-spread Caithness Assaciatien. This
scemed a good opportunity for Mr. Iillar to come in contact with prominent
Baha'i friends in the West, especially those in Chieago where the Temple was in
course of erection, With lir. Millar's consent letters of introduction were
sent by lir. E, T. Hall from lianchester and in due course Mr. lMillar met several

friends-in Chicago and was showm over the great unfinished Temple and was made

" acquainted with the wonderful symbelical and artistic details by the arChlteCté7ﬂzﬁ“/(;)

himself. The good editor  gave a beautiful account of it in the hugust 29th
issue of the "John o!Groat Journal''.

It was in the month of ipril 1930 that the centre of gravity changed from
Higher Broughton to Crumpsall, Mr. A. Sugar feeling moved by the Spirit
to shepherd the group by keeping in touch with the friends and holding regular
meetings at his home. Mr, Hall had found it impossible to continue them at
his home, '

Splendid .service followed, the group being held .tegether, the fragrances
of Abba being diffused, yhilst likewise through lir, Sugar's efforts, & little
group’® of interested . fr%eds came inta. existence in Bradford, Yorkshire.

1931,

Throughout the year 1931 the good work cqntinued, all the general meetings,

ave a very few, being held as in 1930 in the homeof Mr. and Mrs. Sugar in
rumpsall,  Three meetings during this year stand out in memory---not more
heppily than.usually, but very prominently. One was the Rizwan meeting in
4pril when the friends gathered at the home of Iiiss Alice Williams in 01d
Trafford, about thirty-six adults and children being present. Hospitality,
love, service, and rich and -deep mentionings of the Cause of Il Abha marked
the day of Festivity, Another was on the date of the Declaration of the Bab
in May when the friends gathered in the home of lMr. and Mrs. Jones of Werneth
Low. A certain sweetness prevailed in the homeliness of it all. A very gentle
and pleasant tﬁltterlng of the ccnary and a sound of softly dropping rain upon
the leaves of the rces, just outside of the open window, accompanied the
reading of the intense narrative of the reno”nigz”“vcnlnw of the Bab's Declara-
tion of His liission" (as described in Nabil's X rf;%1VC) A little black cat
dozed peacefully by the warm fireside, and the room was full of adults and
children intently listening,
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A poem entitled 'Werneth Low", written for the occasion, was read by the
speaker, and this poem was afterwards seen in the Indian "Baha'i Weekly™
end in the New Zealand "Herald of the South'.

The third most interesting meeting was held at the home of the Chessell's
in Green Pnd, Didsbury, vhen the question of politics arose (amongst other
things discussed by the older Basha'is and tuvo new-comers still dominated by
un-Baha'i views). It came out in full force that Baha'i friends could never
descend to party-politics, as these are, hy their nature, breeders of mis-
trust, jealousy, disunity, and narrowness of thought, whereas the nature of
the administration of the Kingdom of Cod upon earth (for which the Baha'i fricnds
stand) is loving, universal, bent upon justice to all, self-sacrificing rather
than self-geekihg or self-promoting. Put into a fewv words, the outcome of the
discussion that evening was the decisive and definite view that the grand policy
of the Kingdom is universal in its principles, and no Baha'i could ever lower
himself or herself to such a level as to adopt a merely sectional attitude.
Since that evening, as never before, the group has been determined to kcep clear
of party-politics and hes spoker more and more clearly and strongly about the
universality and the oneness of the Kingdom for which the friends are orgenizing
in all parts of the world.

It was during this year that ir. and Mrs, Collinge of Iiddleton (lManchester)
joined the Cause.

12

In Janucry 1932, after these fine efforts to hold the Cause and give forth
the message of Baha'u'llah, iir. Sugar became seriously ill through over-strain
(for he had been continually at work for the Cause after his long hours of
business) and lirs, Sugar was also unwell, It therefore became necessary to
hold the meetings eclsewhere and once agein the centre of gravity became Higher
Broughton, pending a settlement in a public roou somewhere convenient to all,
A very serious change took place all round to meet the new situation, but the
mcetings were régularly held ot the home of the Hall's. i

Lt leugth arrangements were mzde to hold the genercl'meetings every cundoy
evening in a room over the Blackley Co-operative Society's shop at 17, Queens
Hoad, Harpurhey, and a contract was sighed which covercd the use of the room for
twelve months, Fifty-three meetings werce held there during the period from
June 19th 1932 to Junc 18th 1933. In some respects this effort was the greatest
gince the Cause began in lianchester - Circumstances had arisen which placed the
responsibility for the financial maintenance of the Cause, locally, solely upon
the wage-carning section of the friends. These friends rose to the necessity of
the occasion cheerfully, and in the spirit of true sacrifice they gave their
utmost. When the contract ended it was seen that instead of having any debts
the group treasurer had still a little money in hand. Rent of ten shillings
per week, cost of hymn books and the printing of Bahae'i Hymn leaflets, harmonium
reparing, & notice board for the front door, Baha'i literature for sale and dis-
tribution, and other extra but necessary expenses,---all werc met successfully
and the friends were as free when they had finished the experiment as when they
commenced; and this in spite of scversl bLeing unemployed and others unwell,

1933.

licy, Halills etumew, Soii. 388 .! "aatonad dn o hig diary on 'June 24th 1933,
wes as followss~ '"The Queena Road Room was a larie Uppos ruul, welity ol winceg
full of light. At onec end of the room was a table upon which we placed &
dark-red embroidered cloth, the gift of Fuad Rouhani of Teheran to Lucy Hall,
In the cen'rec of this was always a large and pretty glass ¥Wase filled with
heoutiful flowers - in the summer and auturn there were fragrant roses and stocks
from Ir. Chessell's garden and in the winter and spring daffodils, narcissi and
wellflowers brought by Iirs. Hall. The services werc all arronged ond guided
by brother Collinge of idddleton, at the express wish of the Assembly, he
Yaving had much experience in such matters., At cach meeting three friends sat
~t the table beforec the audience, the chairmen in the centre, the speaker to
his right and the readcr to his left, leaving the Persian embroidery and the
flovers in view. Near the table in o cornmer of the room, stood the harmonium
vhich hed been left for our use by Iiss Bunn and lidss Dcakinx when they went to
Justralia. liss Lucy Hell played this instrument ecch Sundey evening, accompony-
in - the friends in their singing---several hymns and Shahnaz Vaite's "Benediction®

bein, sung with pleasent and inspiring effect,
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Lorderfully tender and beautiful was the Benediction at the close of the simple
service everyone loving the words and the nmusic. The readings were from the
"Bgha!i Scriptures'" and "lidden Vords'"; and the address rs were upon the
Principles, History, Biography and Phllosophy of the Baha'i Cause --- the Spirit
@it pEikty = wlk being glad tidings of the coming of a new World Order in which right-
eousness, justice and the Glory of God shall prevail. The various speakers
during the twelve months were ir. A, Colling®, who gave able addresses quite a
number of times; r . A. Sugar, whose addresses are alvays masterly; elogitent
and persuasive; Ir, E, T. Hally Ir. Idward Sugar; IMr. Brady; Ir. Rays I,

JohnCraven: Iir. Bernard Ingleby: I, &. %, Coleman; and liiss Julia Goldman of
Honolulu., The friends came to these meetings from Hyde, Altrincham and iiddleton
besides from verious quarters of Manchester, Selford and Sale. In general the
attentances numbewrseventeen and cighteen people and twenty four attended Ifiss
Goldman's mecting. The literature upon the table was composed of cppies of Dr.

Esslemont's "Baha'u'llah and the New Fra", Thornton Chase's "In Galilee', 2, T,
Hall's "The Universal Religion", booklets of Vital Baha'i FPrinciples, and folded

caflet entitled "The Jrue Snlrlt” and latterly, a booklet of éxtracts from the
beautiful reviews of Bahaﬂj.ﬂp. ;azines vwhich have from time to time appeared in
the "John o'Groat Journal''., The whole effect of the services was unifying, the
friends becoming used to combined effort. Strangers sometimes dropped in and
caught a sense of the universael spirit of the Cause. The services were but an
experiment,

A thousand copies of the booklet of '"John o'Groat Journal" Review Ixtracts

hzd been printed in lanchester, Mr. lhllar, the Eﬂltor cindly contributing
towards the expenses.

On-. Junc 18th 1933 was held the last meeting at the room and that meeting

was typical of them all.  ighteen percons attended. Iir. goe Lee occupicd the
chair, giving out the hymns during the evening One was the grand hymn of the

reformers, the last verse of whlch runs as follows~~

"Oh Forth, thy future shall be great and glorious,
With its reformers toiling in the van,

Till truth and love shall reign o'er all victorious,
And earth be given to freedom and to man'

inother was the tender and hesrt-reaching Baha'i hymns "Softly Fis Voice is
calling now".  The last hymn was the renowneds-

"These things shall be ! 4 loftier race
Than e'er the world hath known shall rise,
With flame of frecedom in their souls

4nd light of knowledge in their eyes",

b'

Ir, faward Sugar was the readcr, the selections being from the Baha'i Scriptures
concerning love and the doing of good deceds even to our enemies, and from
"Iidden Yords" amongst which were these:-

"Sow the S%?b of Iy Divine Wisdom in the pure soil of the lLeart and wate
tiem vith the water of certitude that thé hyacinths of Knowledge and wisdonm
may spring verdantly from the holy city of the heart---How long wilt thou. soer
in the realms of passion? Wings have I bestowed upon thee, that thou mayest
fly to the realms of mystic nollneﬁﬂ and not to the rezions of satanic fancy.
The comb, too, have I given thee that thou meyest tend liy raven locks and not to
wound ify throat----- -0 My servants! Ye are the trees of My Gorden, Ye must give
forth goodly and wondrous fruits, that ye yoursclves and others may profit
therefrom,

ir, Collinge was the speaker, his beautiful address being upon the Bab,
Baha'u'llah and Abdul Behas their great and wonderful missionss the new
spirituel springtime; manls evolution or ﬁlfolding ever towards the Kingdonm of
(rcd, ever towards world hermony in the Glory of God.

He showed the trend of creation from the fire-mists and nebulousness of

e beginning to this age of ecducation and invention in which has come the cwoll of

Rahatu'llah for the Unity of the Vorld --- the call for co-operation and peace.
On the table, by the speaker, was a vase of bheautiful flowers, pink and red

sweet william, bluey lupins, sprLvo of delicote white flowers - in the still

brilliant evening sunshine, This last Scrvice at the Room came to a close with

t" e Benediction, which was ever so sw‘ctlJ and lovingly sung".
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Since then, the generul mectingo have been held agein in the home of Iir.
and lirs, Hall in Higher Broughton. Nabil's Narrative - "The Dawn Breakers" -
has occupied the minds of the friends, a copy of that great work having been
lent to the Ilanchester Assembly by lirs. I, P. Kenworthy of York. Trenendous
and soul-stirring are the episodes narrated in that book, and through and
through the soul goes the line of the Babi chant sung in the forest of
iazanderan in the days ending at Shaykh Tabarsi - that lineof exultant preise
of the Holy One, "Lord of the angels and the Spirit'.

Two Bahal visitors from abroad met several of the friends at the home of
Ir, and Frs, Sugar - Ifr, Sharma 3aboo of Rangoon in September and lr, Imeric Sala
of liontreal in October. At a meeting of the friends in Higher Broughton
(sixteen being present) on Tuesday evening, October 10th, lr, Sala gove a very
beoutiful and quiet talk, the spirit of which was this, that it is beginning to
davm upon people thet the Baha'i Cause is not & new religion but the arrivael of
o new Yorld Order - the Vorld Order fulfillingReligion since the world began.
In the past, he said, the individual had learned that he must not kill, steal
or he unjust but this did not extend to nations, peoples and races. They still
fight and destroy onc anothers; they still rob each other to build up Mmpiress
They still treat cach other meanly and ungustly. But now, through the Reachings
~.of Baha'u'llah, the same laws which bind indivmduals will become the universal
wall lews binding all the nations and pcoples and races of the worlds

In the discussion following lir. Sala's talk a2ll thoughts were turnecd towerds
the establishment of a Universal Housc of Justice - the Parliament of IMan.,

During this year (1933) in the weeks prior to the closing of the meetings at

the Queen's Toad Room, several of the young friends decided that the time had
coue for them to form a Youth Group apart from the General lieetings in which the
clders were dominant, in fact, independcnt of the general mectings though under
the local Spiritual Assembly,

This inspired move met with the heaty approval of all the friends and was
officially sanctioned by the local Spiritual Council, receiving the affectionate
hlessing of all, The members of the Youth Group as first formed were: flice
Uilliams,Albbel Chessell, Flsic Richbell, Pauline Freitog (later to become
tlesdanes L, Parkinson, 1d. R. Hell, Joseph Lee, Frank Senior, respectively),
Iucy Hall, #lsie Gibbs, Joseph Lee, John Suger, ldward Suger and Fdward Hall.
Their meetings were held variously at one Baha'i home or another ---  at the
Suzar's, Hall's, Lee's, Chessell's, Freitag's and Richbell's. Ohe of these
hoppy weckly meetings was heldon September 3rd in the verdant country about
Hathersage in Derbyshire, Iir, Lee took them thither in his car and some good
photographs were taoken by John Sugor.

A€ the date of this compilation (November 1933) the activities of the friends
fall into three phases, namely: tlonthly general neetingss weekly lisperantist
clessesy and weekly Youth Group classes., The Esperantist class is chérfully
cnd brilliantly led by Fdward Suger. A1l the meetings are full of good fellow-
ship and spirituallity. The group. is rerresented in the Joint Disarmament
Council,

The Manchester Baha'i .s .embly or Council, consists of nine members,
namelys~ Mr, ¥ T, Hall, Cheirmen: lfr, J. Lee, Secreterys lir. J, Chessell,
Treasurers Mr. 4. Sugoer, Mr. A. Collinge, lir. ¥dward Sugar, Miss Mabel Chessell,

Iiss ILucy Hall ond Idss alice Williams, foreign correspondent.

The mein intentions of this Assembly, looking forwerd, arc, to start again
in & centrally situated public Room and to gather together a children's cless.,

Vdith warm appreciotion it remembers the loving visits of Lady Blomfield,
irs, Slade and 1iss Isobel Rives,

This brings the gencral history of the IManchester Baha'i Group to the
vresent dote and only a few remerks and tender thoughts rcmain to be noted,

o proselytising has ever been done. The teachings of &l Abha, like
agrance, have spread from ecch Beha'i to other ypeople and who can record the
ystery and the results of these spiritusl emenstions and influences?  Souls
licvz been reached in llanchester end far bheyond, by word of mouth, by letters,
by posted litercture ---  souls living in Lancashire, Yoykshire, Cheshire
and Yestmorland; in the valleys of llersey, Ribblc, Lune and Kent; by the lakes
amidst the Cumbrdcn !ounteinsy by the shores of the Irish Sea; and among the
veles and uplands of the Penninesg ycaﬂ, ond far beyond these, in the outer
orld,  The first washes have becn put by the Great irtist upon the canvas of
Gcnlity ond the first washes scem to be indced faint cnd 2ll but unrecagnisablc
' ] ‘et they orc the fundamental necessity and as the
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Ariongst the fTrionds themselves (assisted by prayers, the Guidance and the
loving cncouragenent of the Guardian of the Cause, Shoghi ffendi, by loving
and inspiring letters from friends abroad, and by the frogrant visits of friends
from other Boha'i centres) faithfulness has prevailed. Though the whole
llanchester Baha'i community may not exceed thirty souls, it has come through
all tests as splendidly as meny great and powerful organizations, after making
sacrifices worthy of its existence. The love of Baha'u'llah has been strong -
very strongs; the fellowship very sinceres incidents have occurrcd of a nature
both gratifying and charming. The Spiritual confirmotions have been many and
wonderful, VWar, illness, poverty, have not quenched the Spirits nor have
apathy, indifference, wrohgmindedness and even opposition of the people,
dcterrcd too much the determinsfion of the friends to push on with the Cause.
On the contrary, the Spirit has overcome all that could be set against it from
without and within,

The homes of the Bazha'i friends have been blessed points of light sct in
nany districts, witnessing to the Truth - little centres of sincere love and
hospitality, vibrant with the praise of [l fbha, the liost @lorious Spirit of
the Kingdom! The home of the Jones', set in its little garden upon the lower
slopes of VWerneth Low, so grecen and leafy; +the home of the Chessell's at Green

nd, Didsbury, set in the lovely gorden with its young apple trees, honeysuckle
and roses, which brother Chessell cultivate§ so energctically and carefully for
the pleasure of Baha'i friends when they visit hims the home of the Collingcs
in kiddleton where the good fricnds keep pretty birds in a cage which fills a
whole room - poetry and sincerity are in the very atmosphere of this houseso
near to the lovely park at the foot of the old church; the home of the Sugars
in Crumpsall, eternally at the service of the Cause and full of the inspired
nchtionings of the liaster and His teachingss the homeof lrs. Dean, Mrs., Birch,
ornd Annie in Horpurhey, full of blessed memorics of encouragement and cheerful
hospitality; +the home of the Halls in Higher Broughton with brother Mason
Remey's great picture of the Greatest Neme, like o standard of the Cause, ulways
hanging on the Bastern wall of the front room, so full of light; the,ﬂhome of
the Williems (now in Stretford) with its atmosphere of friendliness and Art, ond
other homes - a2ll rendered peculbrly loveble because of the Frith,

Of such as these is the Kingdom of God, swect with selfless love; the
hories of true-hearted people who look steadfastly towards a future Universal
fouse of Justice and who arc doing their best to assist in bringing it into
rcelity in this world of unrest, anxiety and care (due to lMenkind's lack of
gencrous unity and right administration). If such an effort may appear
infinitesimal in such a vast world, it is, aofter all nonec the less worthy,cnd,
therefore, better recorded than left unmentioned.
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