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Throughout the world the Seven Year Plan must witness the attainment of the following object ives: 

• The Maillriqu'I-Adhkar of Samoa is to be completed and progress will be made in the construction of the 

Mamriqu'I-Adhkar in India. 

• Nineteen new National Spiritual Assembl ies are to be brought into being: eight in Africa, those of Angola, 

Bophuthatswana, the Cape Verde Islands, Gabon, Mal i, Mozambiqu e, Namibia and Transkei; eight in the 

Americas, those of Bermuda, Dominica, F rench Guiana, Grenada, the Leeward Islands, Martinique, St. Lucia 

and St. Vincent; and three in the Pacific, those of the Cook Islands, Tuvalu and the West Caroline Islands. 

Those National Spiritual Assemblies which have had to be dissolved will, circumstances permitting, be re­

establ ished. 

• The Message of Baha'u'llah must be taken to territories and islands which are as yet unopened to His Faith. 

• The teaching work, both that organised by institutions of the Faith and that which is the fruit of individual 

initiative, must be actively carried forward so that there will be growing numbers of believers, leading more 

countries to the stage of entry by. troops and ultimately to mass conversion . 

• This teaching work must include prompt, t hor ough and continuing consolidation so that all victories wil l be 

safeguarded, the number of Local Spiritual Assemblies will be increased and the foundations of the Cause 

reinforced. 

• The interchange of pioneers and travelling teachers, which contributes so importantly to the unity of the 

Baha'i world and to a true understand ing of the oneness of mankind, must continue, especially between 

neighbouring lands. At the same time, each national Baha'i community must aspire to a rapid achievement 

of self-sufficiency in carrying out its vital activities, thus acqui r ing the capacity to continue to function and 

grow even if outside help is cut off. 

• Especially in finance is the attainment of independence by national Baha'i communities urgent. Already the 

persecutions in fran have deprived the believers in that countr y of the bounty of contr ibuting to the 

international funds of the Faith, of which they have been a major source. Economic disruption in other 

countries threatens further diminution of financial resources. We therefore appeal to the friends everywhere 

to exercise the utmost economy in the use of fL.:nds and to make those sacrifices in their personal lives wh ich 

will enable them to contribute their share, according to their means, to the local, national , continental and 

international fu nds of the Faith. 

• For the prompt achievement of all the goals and the healthy growth of Baha'i community life National 

Spiritual Assemblies must pay particular attention to the efficient functioning, in the true spirit of the Faith, 

of their national committees and other auxiliary institutions, and, in consultation with the Continental Boards 

of Counsellors, must conce ive and implement programs that will guide and reinforce the efforts of the friends 

in the path of service. 

• National Spiritual Assemblies must promote wise and dignified approaches to people prominent in all areas of 

human endeavour, acquainting them with the nature of the Baha'i commun ity and the basic tenets of the Faith, 

and winning their esteem and friendsh ip. 

• At the heart of all activit ies, the spi r itual, intellectual and community life of the believers must be developed 

and fostered, requiring: the prosecution with increased vigour of the development of Local Spiritual Assemblies 

so that they may exercise their beneficial influence and guidance on the life of Baha'i communities; the 

nurturing of a deeper understanding of Baha'i family life; the Baha'i education of children, including the 

holdi ng of regular Baha'i classes and, where necessary, the establ ishment of tutorial schools for the provision 

of elementary education; the encouragement of Baha'i youth in study and service; and the encouragement of 

Baha'i women to exercise to the full t heir privileges and responsibilities in the work of the community-may 

they befittingly bear witness to the memory of the Greatest Holy Leaf, the immortal heroine of the Baha'i 

Dispensation, as we approach the fiftieth anniversary of her passing. 

As lawlessness spreads in the world, as governments rise and fall, as rival groups and feuding peoples struggle, each for its own 

advantage, the plight of the oppressed and the deprived wrings the heart of every true Baha'i, tempting him to cry out in protest 

or to arise in wrath at the perpetrators of injustice. For this is a time of testing which calls to mind Baha'u'lIah's words "0 

concourse of the heedless! I swear by God! The promised day is come, the day when tormenting trials will have surged above 

your heads, and beneath your feet, saying: 'Taste ye what your hands have wrought!' " 

Now is the time when every follower of Baha'u'liah must cling fast to the Covenant of God, resist every temptation to become 

embroiled in the conflicts of the world, and remember that he is the holder of a precious trust, the Message of God which, 

alone, can banish injustice from the worl d and cure the ills affl icti ng the body and spirit of man. We are the bearers of the Word 

of God in this day and, however dark the immediate horizons, we must go forward rejo icing in the knowledge that the work 

we are privileged to perform is God's work and w i ll bring to birth a world whose splendour will outshine our brightest visions 

and surpass our highest hopes. 

* * * * * * * 
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THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

BAHA'I WORLD CENTRE 

Naw-Ruz 1979 

The Baha'is of the United Kingdom 

Dear Baha'i Friends, 

In the opening phase of the Seven Year Plan the Baha'is of the Un ited Kingdom are called upon to: 

Vigorously pu rsue individual teaching and th e holding of firesides with a view to increasing the 

number of believers throughout the country, from all levels of society; 

Ensure a continual increase in the number of Local Sp iritua l Assemblies and groups; 

Make special efforts to foster cordial re lations with leaders of thought, people of prominence in 

various fields, the directors of the media, and those in authority , and to familiarise them 

with the basic tenets and teachings of the Faith; 

Encou rage the adoption of extension teaching goals by Local Spiritual Assemblies; 

Establ ish classes for the Baha'i education of children in every community with Baha'i children; 

I ncrease the use of mass media for the proclamation of the Faith; 

Pursue the task of including information about the Faith in school textbooks ; 

Stimulate individual believers and local communities to follow ever more faithfully the Baha'i 

way of life, and to this end engage in a nation-wide programme of spiritual enrichment 

designed to inspire and deepen the friends through such activities as institutes, weekend 

conferences, seminars and locally-sponsored classes. 

The hero ic and wonderfully rewarded efforts made by your dearly loved commu nity during the Five Year Plan have 

broadened the base of you r future operations and added to your experience and capacity in promoting the Faith of God. 

We urge you to pursue the tasks outlined above while still in the full tide .of your dedicated services so that even greater 

confirmations may be conferred upon you by Baha'u'llah. 

cc: International Teaching Centre 

Board of Counsellors in Europe 

With loving Baha'i greetings, 

THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 
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THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE 

BAHA'I WORLD CENTRE 

Department of the Secretariat 

Naw-Ruz 1979 

To National Spiritual Assemblies 

Beloved Friends, 

Explanation of Certain Goals of the Seven Year Plan 

In the message of the Universal Hou se of Justice to the Baha'i s of the wor ld and in its letters to individual communities setting 

the goals of the first phase of the Seven Year Pl an are a number of references which it wishes to amplify fo r your guidance. 

Not all will apply to every national Baha'i community, but you will all undoubtedly find interest in reading even those which 

do not immediately apply to your specific situation. The points we have been asked to set forth are as follows : 

Local Spiritual Assemblies 

In August 1970 the Hou se of Justice sent to all National 

Spiritual Assemblies a compilation of the words of Baha'u'llah, 

'Abdu' I-Baha and Shogh i Effendi on the Local Spi ritual Assembly. 

To supp lement this fundamental and most important gu idance 

we now enclose a compilation of extracts from the letters of the 

Universal House of Justice written between 1966 and 1975, 

covering the importance of Local Spiritual Assemblies, thei r 

development, the supporting role of th e Au xiliary Board 

members and their assistants, and suggested goals for Local 

Assem bl ies. 

In se lecting goal towns for the formation of Local Spiritual 

Assemblies a National A ssembly should ensure that there will 

be a wide distribution of L oca l Assemblies throughout the 

cou ntry. 

National Assemblies shou ld consider calling upon every Local 

Assembly to meet at least once every Baha'i month, and to 

appoint a local teaching committee wherever it is desirable to 

do so and has not already been done. 

Pioneers and Travelling Teachers 

The need for the services of pioneers and travelling teachers 

remains very great. I n the goals for the initia l two year phase of 

the Plan few specific assignments for the sending of pioneers 

and travelling teachers have been made . I n recent years a steady 

stream has begun to flow, and the Universal House of Justice 

calls upon the followers of Baha'u'llah in the stronger national 

communities to arise to join this stream. Enclosed are two lists 

showing those countries which are particularly in need of 

pioneers and travelling teachers at the present time. You should 

publish these as soon as possible. Th ey are also being supplied 

to the Continental Pioneer Committees, and those friends who 

arise will be able to decide upon their area of service in 

consultation with their National Assembly and the appropriate 

committees. The international funds of the Faith are now very 

limited and this adds to the need for pioneers and travelling 

teachers to be se lf-supporting. 

Youth Teaching 

Experience has shown that youth can render valuable service 

in many activities of the community, and particularly in 

taking the message to the members of their own generation. 

Those in schools and universities have many opportunities to 

teach their fellow students and faculty members, and many can 

be particu larly effective by attending a school or university in a 

pioneer goal. During vaca tion s you th can often render out­

standing serv ices as travell ing teachers. Travell ing in teams has 

been very useful . 

Border Teaching 

I t is very important that there be collaborative teaching between 

national Baha'i communities in border areas, both by travel 

teaching across the border and in the organisation of joint 

teaching campaigns on both sides of it. Each N ational Spiritual 

Assembly should study this possibility and, if it finds such 

projects profitable, should seek the collaboration of its sister 

National Assembli es and request the advice and assistance of the 

Continental Board of Counsellors. 

Teaching Conferences 

T hese conferences, wheth er national or regional, in addition to 

providing good opportunities for fanning th e enthusiasm of the 

fri ends and fostering their unity, have been effectively used by 

many National Assembli es as working conferences where reports 

are given of the status of the goals of the Plan and of the urgent 

needs and priorities; and, where necessary, calls are raised for 

pioneers, travel ling teachers and funds. 

Summer and Winter Schools 

Th e Guardian once described the institution of the Summer 

School, in a letter written on his behalf, as "a vital and 

inseparable part of any teaching campaign." I n April 1972 the 

House of Justice issued a compilation on the importance of 

Baha'i Summer School s, and it commends this to every 

National Spiritual Assembly for study. In only a few countries 

has it been possible or timely to acquire properties to house 

Summer and Winter Schools; in most they are still held in rented 

premises, and th e Hou se of Justice stresses the importance of 

holding them at as Iowa cost as possible in a place that is easi ly 

accessible to the friends, so that large numbers of believers 

and enquirers can attend. It is hoped that this activity will 

become at least an annual feature of the Baha'i community life 

in every I and . 

The Baha'i Education of Ch ildren 

It is important to hold regular Baha'i children's classes to give 

the children a thorough grounding in knowledge of the teachings 

and history of the Faith, to imbue them with its spirit, to 

establish loving' ties between them and to provide them with 

that firm foundation in the Faith which will enable them to 

grow up as staunch and enl ightened servants of Baha'u ' llah. 

N on-Baha'i parents will often welcome th e opportunity of 

having their children take part in such classes, and this, in 

addition to the benefit it confers upon the children, may well 

be a means of attracting their parents to the Faith. 
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Tutorial Schools 

This is a term, originally adopted in the Baha'i community of 

India, to describe the simple type of school, organised and 

conducted under the auspices of the Baha'i administrative 

institutions, wherein one teacher is employed to conduct classes 

in reading and writing and elementary subjects for the Baha'i 

and non-Baha'i children in a village. In addition to the academic 

subjects, he also conducts Baha'i classes for the children and, 

in his spare time, makes a valuable contribution to the teaching 

and consolidation work in his own and neighbouring Baha'i 

communities. The school may be held in the open air, in one of 

the houses of the Baha'is, in the local lja~iratu'I-Quds, or in a 

simple building constructed for the purpose, as conditions allow. 

The teacher's salary as well as the other costs of the school are 

provided out of fees paid by the parents, supplemented, if 

necessary and possible, by allocations from the local or national 

funds. 

I n the Tablet of the World Baha'u'llah states that "Everyone, 

whether man or woman, should hand over to a trusted person 

a portion of what he or she earneth through trade, agriculture or 

other occupation, for the training and education of children, to 

be spent for this purpose with the knowledge of the Trustees of 

the House of Justice." In many countries this duty is fulfilled 

through the taxes that the government levies for the support of 

the state educational system, but there are other lands where no 

such facilities are provided and the Local Spiritual Assemblies 

may well begin to fulfil this aspect of their duties by encouraging 

the local friends to contribute to a special education fund which 

can be used for the support of tutorial schools or to assist the 

children of indigent believers to obtain schooling. 

Publications 

Every National Spiritual Assembly should have a well-conceived 

plan for the provision and dissemination of a balanced supply of 

Baha'i literature for the believers and for the teaching work. 

In translation and publication, priority should be given to the 

Sacred Texts and the writings of Shoghi Effendi, for without 

access to the life-giving waters of the Holy Word, how are the 

believers to deepen in their understanding of the Teachings and 

convey them accu rately to others? 

Recordings 

I n addition to the publication of Texts and teaching materials 

for the friends, it would be helpful in areas where the degree of 

literacy is nothigh, to find ways to teach the friends Baha'i songs, 

poems, stories and brief quotations from the Writings as well as 

prayers . This can be done through the use of cassette tapes or 

radio broadcasts. 

The goal given to certain national communities to make recordings 

of the Holy Texts is not intended to imply the large-scale 

production of cassette tapes, but rather the development of 

locally based programs for the recording on cassette tapes of 

passages in the indigenous languages. Such tapes can then be 

carried by travelling teachers to outlying areas, used in the 

teaching work, or left behind if there are tape-recorders locally 

available. 
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Communications 

Keeping the friends informed of the news of the Faith is so 

important that every National Assembly is urged to devote 

attention to the prompt and regular dissemination of its national 

newsletter, supplemented, where necessary and feasible, by 

regional and local news organs. Some National Assembl ies have 

also found that cassette recordings can be useful for 

communicating with friends in outlying areas, and radio programs 

can, of course, fulfil a similar purpose. 

Correspondence Courses 

Such courses have proved their usefulness both for teaching 

the Faith and deepening the knowledge of the believers, and 

their production has been given as a goal to some national 

commun ities. If any National Assembly assigned th is goal is not 

certain how to proceed, it may consult with the Continental 

Board of Counsellors or write to the Universal House of Justice 

which will put it in touch with those National Assemblies most 

likely to be able to help. 

Properties 

Many properties have already been acquired in the course of 

previous plans. It is important that these properties be properly 

maintained in good repair. National Spiritual Assemblies should 

set aside sums annually in their budgets for the maintenance of 

national properties so that when a repair becomes necessary 

the funds will be available without creating a sudden crisis for 

the national fund. As far as possible, local f:jafiratu'I-Quds and 

other local properties should be kept up by the local friends 

themselves. 

It is also important to make full use of the properties of the 

Faith for the purposes for which they were acquired. Well 

maintained and regularly used properties will not only be a 

means of fostering Baha"i community life, but will add to the 

prestige and dignity of the Faith in the eyes of the non-Baha'i 

public. 

A number of properties called for in the Five Year Plan, such as 

district and local fja~iratu'I-Quds and local endowments, have 

not y et been acquired, usually as a result of local circumstances 

beyond the control of the friends. These goals should continue 

to be diligently pursued so that they will be attained as soon as 

conditions permit. If there are insuperable difficulties which 

make such a property unobtainable in the foreseeable future, 

a full report should be sent to the Universal House of Justice. 

For goals requiring the acquisition of additional local ~afiratu'l­

Quds during the initial phase of the Seven Year Plan, no 

budget has been provided for assistance from the International 

Fund. 

The Universal House of Justice is eagerly anticipating an upsurge of activity in the years ahead, and assures you all of its fervent 

prayers in the Holy Shrines for the rapid progress of all aspects of the new Plan. 

With loving Baha'i greeti ngs, 

Department of the Secretariat 
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TERRITORIES TO RECEIVE PIONEERS AND TRAVELLING TEACHERS 
DURING THE FIRST TWO YEAR PHASE OF THE SEVEN YEAR PLAN 

NAW-RUZ 1979 
(1 ) PIONEERS 

High Secondary Total High Secondary Total 
Territory in Need of Pioneers Priority Priority Pioneers Territory in Need of Pioneers Priority Priority Pioneers 

• AFRICA CENTRAL AMERICA (Cont'd) 

Haiti. 2 2 
CENTRAL AND EAST AFRIGA Honduras 2 2 4 

Burundi. 2 3 Jamaica. 2 2 

Central African Empire. 5 5 Leeward and Virgin Islands 4 3 7 

Rwanda. 2 3 Mexico 8 8 16 

Sudan 2 2 Nicaragua 4 2 6 

Tanzania 5 3 8 Puerto Rico 2 2 

Zaire. 8 10 18 Total for Central America 41 38 79 

Total for Central and East Africa 24 15 39 
NORTH AMERICA 

NORTHERN AFRICA 
Bahamas 2 4 6 

Morocco 2 2 4 United States 7 
Tunisia 2 2 4 Bermuda 2 2 

Total for Northern Africa. 4 4 8 
Falkland Islands 2 
Turks and Caicos Islands 

SOUTHERN AFRICA Total for North America 7 6 13 

Botswana 2 2 4 
Lesotho. 2 2 4 SOUTH AMERICA 

Madagascar. 4 4 Argentina 3 3 
Reunion. 2 Bolivia 4 4 
Seychelles 1 1 Chile. 1 1 
South and West Africa 2 2 Colombia 4 4 
Swaziland Ecuador. 3 3 

for Mozambique and Angola 2 2 Guyana. 2 2 
Zambia . 2 2 Paraguay 2 2 4 

Total for Southern Africa. 12 9 21 Peru 4 4 
Surinam and French Guiana 

WESTERN AFRICA Surinam. 2 2 
French Guiana 4 3 

Benin 2 2 4 Trinidad and Tobago 3 3 
Cameroon Republic . 3 3 6 Uruguay 2 2 4 
Gabon 2 2 4 Venezuela 2 2 4 
Gambia. 2 2 4 
Ivory Coast and Mali 4 4 Total for South America 12 35 47 

Liberia and Guinea 2 2 TOTAL FOR THE AMERICAS 60 79 139 
Mauritania 2 2 4 
Nigeria 5 5 10 
Senegal 2 2 
Sierra Leone 2 2 • ASIA 

Total for Western Africa 16 26 42 
NORTH-EASTERN ASIA 

TOTAL FOR AFRICA. 56 54 110 
Carol ine lsi ands 2 2 
Korea 2 2 

• THE AMERICAS Marshall Islands 2 2 
Taiwan 4 2 6 

CENTRAL AMERICA Total for North-eastern Asia 8 4 12 

Barbados and the Windward Islands 13 
Barbados 2 SOUTH CENTRAL ASIA 

The Windward Islands 6 4 Bangladesh. 3 3 6 
Belize 2 2 4 India. 10 10 
Costa Rica . 2 2 4 Nepal 2 2 4 
Dominican Republic 2 2 Sikkim 2 2 4 
EI Salvador . 2 2 4 Sri Lanka 2 2 4 
French Antilles 4 2 6 
Guatemala . 4 3 7 Total for South Central Asia . 9 19 28 
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Territory in Need of Pioneers 

SOUTH-EASTERN ASIA 

Hong Kong 
Hong Kong . 
Macau 

Ph il ipp ines . 
Thai land 

To tal for Sou th-eastern Asia 

TOTAL FOR ASIA. 

• AUSTRALASIA 

Fiji Islands . 
Gil bert Isl ands and Tuvalu 

Gil bert Isl ands 
Tuvalu 

New Hebr1 des . 
New Zealand 

Chatham Island 
Cook Islands . 
N iue Isl and. 

Papua New Gui nea 
Samoa 

American Samoa 
Solomon Isl ands. 
South West Pac ific Ocean 

Loyalty Isl ands 
Marquesas ~ s l a nds 

New Caledonia 
Society Islands (Tah iti ) . 
Tuamotu A rchipe lag o . 

TOTAL FOR AUSTRALASIA 

* French-speaki ng 

High Secondary Total 
Priority Priority Pioneers 

2 
2 

6 

10 

27 

2 

4 
2 

4 

4 

1 
2 
2 

26 

2 
2 
6 
4 

14 

37 

2 

4 

1 
2 

2 

13 

8 

6 
10 

24 

64 

2 
6 

2 

8 

6 
9* 

39 

Territory in Need of Pioneers 

• EUROPE 

Austri a . 
Cyprus . 
Denmark 
Finla nd 
Greece 
Iceland 
Ireland 
Neth erlan ds 
Norway . 
Portugal . 
Spain 
Sweden . 
Switzerland 

TOTAL FOR EUROPE 

• TOTALS WORLDWIDE 

A f r ica 

Amer icas 

, As ia 

Austra lasia 

Europe . 

TO TA L . 
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High Secondary Total 

Pr iority Priority Pioneers 

3 
4 
4 

3 
2 
2 

2 

20 

56 

60 

27 

26 

20 

189 -

2 
2 
4 
4 
4 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
5 
4 
4 

40 

54 

79 

37 

13 

40 

223 --

5 
6 
8 
4 
4 
2 
2 
5 
4 
5 
5 
6 
4 

60 

110 

139 

64 

39 

60 

412 --
(2) TRAVELLING TEACHERS 

• AFRICA 

High Priori ty 
Benin 

Botswana 

Cameroon Rep . 

Central A frican 

Empi re 

Gambia 

Secondary Priority 
Burundi 

Chad 

Ivory Coast & M ali 

Kenya 

Liberia & Guinea 

• ASIA 

High Priority 

Ghana 

Lesotho 

Madagascar 

Mauritan ia 

Mauritius 

Nigeria 

Malawi 

Rwanda 

Sierra Leone 

Sudan 

Bangladesh M arshall I s. Sr i Lanka 

Burma Pakistan 

Carol ine Is. Sikk im 

Hong Kong 

Secondary Priori ty 
Korea 

Taiwan 

T hai land 

M arian as I ndia 

Japan Malay sia (E) Phil ippines 

• AMER ICAS 

Reunion 
High Priority 

Seych elles 
Bahamas 

South and West 
Barbados & 

A frica 
Windward Is. 

Tanzan ia 
Cuba 

Zambia 
French A nt il les 

Secondary Priority 
Swaz iland A rgentina 

Togo Boliv ia 

Upper Volta Brazil 

Z aire Colombia 

Costa R ica 

• AUSTRALA SIA 

High Priority 
Gilbert Is. & Papua New Solomo n Is. 

Tuvalu Gu inea South West 

Samoa Pacif ic Ocean 

Secondary Priority 
New 

Hebrides 

Tonga 

French Gu iana 

Guatemala 

H aiti 

L eeward & 

Virgi n Is. 

Dominican Rep . 

Ecu ador 

EI Salvador 

Guyana 

Honduras 

Nicaragua 

Paraguay 

Uruguay 

Venezuela 

Jamaica 

Mex ico 

Peru 

Puerto Rico 

Surinam 

• EUROPE 

High Priority 
Denmark 

F inl and 

Iceland 

N orway 

Secondary Prior ity 
I rei and 

Italy 

Sweden 

Switze rl and 

N etherlands 

Portugal 

A ustria 

Cyprus 

France 

Germany 

Luxembourg Spain 

N.S.A. NOTE: Pl ease refer t o the last sentence of the paragraph on Page Five, "Pioneers and Travel ling Teachers", 
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