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PUBLISHING TRUST ANNUAL REPORT 1965-1966

Once again the Trust has had an
active year, perhaps even more so this
year, for as time steadily rolls on we,
like other Committees which work for
this great Cause, surely find that there
is more work and effort required in
our endeavours to spread and teach the
Faith during this present momentous
time. As you all know the Trust
endeavours to supply Bahd’i literature
of all kinds, for those who are seeking
spiritual knowledge, new-comers to the
Faith, and those of us who require to
be deepened in the Faith. So from
time to time, stocks of books, booklets,
pamphlets and leaflets have to be
replenished by being reprinted and
rebound. This new, as well as all the
previous stocks, need to be housed
somewhere and somebody needs to
send off orders to various Assemblies
and individuals in this Country and
also to overseas Trusts.

Active enquiries and investigations
have been made during the course of
the year for both a Book shop and also
for a Trade counter in order to eliminate
the handling of stock at Manchester by
Reg Coulson, for whom we have been
unable to secure effective assistance.
We have been seeking a Trade Counter
—that is to say a commercial firm
specialising in the distribution of books
for publishers—for some years, but our
turnover has been insufficient to interest
any such firm. However, we have at
last managed to find one, and subject
to N.S.A. approval we are endeavouring
to come to final arrangements with this
firm to act for us. Meanwhile we ask
the friends and Assemblies throughout
the country to continue bulk and
individual ordering from our Distrib-
ation Manager in Manchester until
such time as any new arrangement is
announced.

AIDS TO TEACHING

It has been decided to commission
the writing of a new series of leaflets
and booklets specially designed to
meet the teaching needs of the immedi-
ate future. The leaflets are intended
for giving to new contacts, and each is
designed to appeal to a particular kind
of contact. The booklets will each deal
with an aspect of the teachings, or
history of the Faith and are intended
for the progressive deepening of con-
tacts; they are designed to form a set
which will cover all the basic teachings
and history of the Faith. Invitations
were sent to quite a number of the
friends to write these and we are glad
to say that these have resulted in offers
and we have accepted for all nine of the
booklets and all (except one) of the 6
leaflets. It will, however, be some time
before these are ready for printing, for
they have first to be written, sent to
the N.S.A. Reviewing Committee, and
the series edited. We are glad to
announce, however, that the script of
the first leaflet has just been received
and is on its way to the Reviewing
Committee.

PUBLICATIONS

As pointed out in last year’s report
each time we print a new edition, or
have a further quantity of books
bound, we find that the printers’ charges
continue to rise. A reprint, presented
in a new type of binding of * Hidden
Words ” is now ready, and we shall be
able to maintain a selling price of 4/6d.,
in the old cloth binding it would have
meant a selling price of 10/6d. A
quantity of “ Bah&’uw’lldh and the
New Era” has just been bound, and,
due to the cost of cloth binding having
doubled that on which the previous
selling price was based, the new price
would normally have been raised from
13/- to 21/6d., but the Trust has decided
to make the first 500 available at the
reduced selling price of 17/6d.

With regard to the Prayer Book,
although we put this in the hands of
printers some two and a half years ago,
we share your disappointment in that
we have not been able to reproduce it
yet due to the fact that much time has
been taken in carefully checking the
wording and authenticity of all prayers
to be included. We are at present
awaiting new translations for some of
them from the Universal House of
Justice. Work is in hand to produce
in the near future a small Prayer Book
for children.

The Assembly Assistance Teaching
Committee having decided to wuse
“The Old Churches and the New
World Faith> booklets for one of
their teaching campaigns, we obtained
a new supply for them in offset litho,
duplicated by the Bridles in Peter-
borough—which method of production
has enabled us to keep our selling price
for these down to 1/6d. each. Many
of the friends have asked for our
pamphlets to be given more attractive
covers, and having recently had to
re-print ‘“ Economics > and ‘‘ Progres-
sive Revelation,” we have given these
coloured covers and they will sell at
6d. each. The leaflet ““ Questions and
Answers >’ has also just been re-printed
for use in teaching campaigns and we
are glad to announce that we can
maintain for these the price of 10/- for
60. The “Lord is One” priced at
1/- each, and ‘““ Another Religion Call
Isracl Home > priced at 6d. each, are
pamphlets we are importing from
America and will be suitable as intro-
ductory leaflets for Jews (our attention
was drawn to these by the Universal
House of Justice). “ New Way of
Life > which tells what it means to be
a Bahd’i youth, is also a pamphlet
from America and is priced at 2/6d.
each.

FINANCE

The broad picture of the financial
results of the year to the 20th March,
1966, compared with the previous
year, is that Sales are down £500. Two
special factors largely contributed to
this. Firstly, sales to London were at

least £350 less than usual, as the old
London Assembly had been running
down stock in order to clear its account
with the Trust before it went out of
existence, and we would especially like
to thank the London Assembly for
the efforts it made to do this. Secondly,
there was the long delay which has
occured in getting the contents of the
Prayer Book approved before it can
be reprinted which has resulted in our
being out of stock of this, our best
selling line, for more than half the year.
If these had been available, orders for
the Prayer Books alone would in all
probability have more than accounted
for £300.

It is interesting to note that in
relation to gross sales, the prime cost
of sales (i.e. the books themselves)
increased from 48.6%; in 1965 to
50.6% in 1966. This reflects the
inevitable increase in the cost of paper,
printing and binding which the friends
must be prepared to expect to continue.
The Trust, however, has taken steps to
use less expensive binding processes
and printing methods in an attempt to
hold such increases to the minimum.
As in the past it has accepted the risk
of holding larger stocks of printed but
unbound books (i.e. flat sheets) than it
would otherwise do, to obtain the
benefit of a reduced cost resulting from
larger printing runs, Of the remaining
trading expenses postage shows the
expected increase arising from the Post
Office’s increased postage rates. The
cost of storage of type and books has
also risen.

The Administrative expenses remain
comparable with last year, but loan
interest has been reduced due to the
repayment of loans. It will be observed
from the Balance Sheet that the Trust
has not thought it necessary to add
further to the reserve for debts which
stands at £750. It is, however, felt to
be wise, owing to the comparatively
large stocks which we are compelled
to hold, and the lengthy period over
which they are used, to increase the
reserve for stock, depreciation and
delapidation by £250 bringing it to
£700 and to set aside £250 as a reserve
for development costs. The Balance
Sheet reflects a moderate increase in
liquid funds and the total of assets set
aside for the repayment of loans, less
repayment to date, represents 469 of
the Sundry loans of £916 still out-
standingg.

Last July the N.S.A. appealed to the
Trust to repay all the loans from the
N.S.A. which were outstanding in
order that the N.S.A. could find the
cash to enable the purchase of the
Georgetown Haziratu’l-Quds to be
made if our National Secretary could
find one when she visited British
Guiana. This we were able to do, but
we may well need to raise further loan
capital in the next two or three years
as our expanding publishing programme
gets under way.
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The friends will have noticed the
reduction in the amount of debts due
to the Trust in comparison with last
year.

FUTURE POLICY

The future policy of the Trust had
been a matter of special consideration
by the National Assembly during the
Jast two years. Their guidance was
given to us towards the end of 1965, as
a result of which the Trust has now
been able to go forward with the plan
for the new series of Leaflets and
Booklets to which we have already
referred, to the stocking of a wider range
of publications by other Trusts, and to
a planning of its’ future financial
commitments which together with the
greater facilities for distribution, which
the use of a Trade Counter will give us,
will, we confidently expect, result in a
considerable increase in our turnover
in the next two years.

In conclusion, we would like to
convey our heartfelt thanks to all the
friends for their support during the
year. And may we repeat our reminder
that the written word can continue to
teach long after the spoken word is
forgotten, so do endeavour to sell and
buy these priceless books wherever and
whenever you possibly can for the great
purpose of furthering the Cause of God.

continued from page four

Norway

15 attending 5th Convention including
board member 7 delegates grateful
message deeply stirred eagerly studying
effective means meeting challenge.

Portugal.

Friends assembled with board mem-
bers and new body send greetings
request prayers.

Spain.

Spanish Bahd&’i convention assures
faithful adherence U.H.J. grateful pres-
ence Ferraby stop request prayers
advice achievement goals with true
love.

Sweden.

Beloved trustees merciful soul-stirring
life giving message God’s august infall-
ible institution gladdened hearts board
member delegates friends present con-
vention with absolute obedience sub-
mission your Holy Presence beseech
ardent prayers most Holy Shrines fresh
impetus blessings accomplishments Nine
Year Plan goals Baha’u’llah’s Faith.

We also wish to inform the friends
of pioneer settlements since our Ridvéan
message. The additional virgin terri-
tories which have now been opened are:
Dominica, Islas de la Bahia, Mocha,
Nunivak Island, Pribilof Islands and
Seri Reservation (Sonora State) in the
Americas; Bozca Ada and Imroz
Island in Asia; Bathurst Island, Groot
Eyeland and Tokelau Islands in Aust-
ralasia; and Aeolian Islands, Ahvenan-
maa and Cyclades Islands in Europe.

The additional re-settled territories
are: Rio de Oro and Spanish Sahara in
Africa and the Isle of Man and Liechten-
stein in Europe.

Formation of Local Spiritual
Assembly in Paramaribo

The following account being an
extract of a report sent to us by Auxill-
iary Board Member, Anthony Worley,
describes the dramatic events which led
to the formation of the first Local
Spiritual Assembly of Paramaribo.
This lays lays the foundation of one of
the essential steps in the establishment
of the National Spiritual Assembly of
the Guianas.

“*On April 15th the Baha’is of Para-
maribo had the pleasure of meeting
Mr. Rangvald Taetz, Auxilliary Board
Member, who was passing through on
his way to represent the Hand of the
Cause, Mr. Jalal Khazeh, at the National
Convention of Venezuela, returning to
Brazil by way of Columbia and the head
waters of the Amazon river, visiting
the thriving Bahd’i Communities there.
He was with us for two days, when he
not only visited the friends individually
but also had the opportunity of speaking
to some of our contacts on the evening
of Saturday, the 16th. The following
day he departed for Georgetown.
While here, he was interviewed by two
of the most prominent newspapers, one
of which printed a small article on the
front page, headlined, ‘“Bahd’is will
form their Assembly.”

It was perhaps an omen, but up to
April 20th not another soul spoke up.
A meeting was planned for the evening
of the 20th (as it would be the 21st,
Baha’i time). All the Bah&’is were
present, as were our contacts. Prayers
were read and a few words were spoken,
relating these momentous times to the
early days of the Christian Era, and the
first precious few who were the first tosee
the dawn of the new day. All in the
room became silent, and yet a feeling of
harmony and happiness surrounded us.
Then Mr. Friedland spoke, and said
that if anyone felt they would accept
Bahda’u’llah as God’s Messenger for
today, now was the time to come forth.
In his hands were some declaration cards
and of a sudden arms were outstretched
and declaration cards were being signed.
Not all those present felt they should do
so at that time, and with much sincerity
said they wished to know more. So it
was that four souls that night accepted
Baha’u’llah; one other gentleman stood
up and said that many years ago he had
declared himself. “‘Brothers™, he said,
“I am also a Bahd’i’. Words cannot
in any way describe the depth of feeling
that all felt from that moment on;
voices happily joined each other in
expressing their joy of that moment.

Those who accepted the Faith that
night were: Mrs. Wilma Franklin
(hearty congratulations are in order to
Robbie Franklin, for in some mysterious
way he helped donate a strong and self-
sacrificing pillar to our young com-
munity), Zigfried Franklin—the first of
our younger generation to embrace the
Faith—Mrs. Carla Griffiths, Miss Alma
Stoffel and Mr. Antonius Favery. Mrs.
Norina then spoke, truly by inspiration,

welcoming the new believers to the
world embracing Faith of Bahd’u’llah,
and said that therein she had found
universal brotherhood and urged all to
study the Teachings, for only through
them would we understand God’s Will,
“even the Bible has become dearer to
me now”’, she said. Mr. Holland then
proceeded to read from the Netherlands
edition of the Bah4a’i Administration as
voting lists were being prepared.
Prayers were read and the election of
Paramaribo’s first Bah4’i Local Spiritual
Assembly was under way.

This dear friends is only the beginning
and we have much, much to learn. So
we must strive with wholehearted
dedication to the fulfillment of the
world-encompassing crusade set forth
by that August body, the Universal
House of Justice, the touchstone of
whose success is the “universal participa-
tion” of every declared believer. No
matter howincapable we feel we are, that
forceful injunction of Baha’u’llah
should always be brought to mind
“Whosoever arises to aid Our Cause,
God will render him victorious . ...”.
Teaching must be the source of our life
and pioneering is just another means of
teaching. In truth I feel that it is not
so much the person who pioneers, but
the act of pioneering, in obedience to the
request of the Universal House of
Justice, that attracts the ‘“Hosts on
High” with blessings and victories.
Some say pioneering is self-sacrifice but
how can it be when one gains so much
more than one gives up?”

. ......travel to all Parts of the
Continent”’

Friends are advised that on the islands
of Europe there are some Communities,
Groups and isolated believers who are
in need of contact from any of the friends
who are able to visit them. The
following suggestions are made, and
anyone who feels able to offer to go
should write to the undersigned com-
mittee so that introductions and
addresses can be given.

Holidays may be taken in Corsica,
Sardinia, Malta, Rhodes or Cyclades.
Friends returning from pilgrimage may
be able to call at any of these places
without adding greatly to the cost of
travel. Visitors from Canada or the
United States of America may return
via Faroes and Iceland.

This may need a little planning ahead,
but the shortest stay in any of these
places would render invaluable service
to the Cause.

EUROPEAN AND SOUTH AMERICAN
COMMITTEE

OVERSEAS PUBLICATIONS

Friends wishing to purchase literature in other
languages as published by Overseas Publishing
Trusts, can do so through our Trust which has
now obtained price lists of publications relating
to the following countries: Belgium, Canada,
Denmark, Finland, Italy India, Norway, Persia
Uganda and Central Africa.
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BAHA’l PUBLISHING TRUST
Special Cash Discount of 20 per cent
off the normal prices (quoted below) of ONLY the following books published by

the Trust
ON ORDERS RECEIVED BEFORE THE END OF AUGUST, 1966
Baha’u’llah and the New Era — Hidden Words ...................... 4/6
—cloth cover.......ccccoeienennn. 17/6 - Kitdbi-i-Igan ......................... 15/-
= PAPEL COVEL . vvvsvssivsssns sumsbns 9/~ - Magnified Be Thy Name ......... 12/-
Baha’i Faith 1844-1952 ............. 3/6 - Paris Talks—cloth cover .......... 13/6
Baha'i Revelation ................... 20/- - —paper cover 11/-
Covenant of Baha’uv’llah .. ... 15/6 - Prayers and Meditations 18/-
Dawnbreakers .................. ... 30/~ - Principles of Baha’i Administra-
Dispensation of Baha’u’llah ...... 2/- - tion—cloth cover ............... 11/6
Gleanings from the Writings of - —Dpaper cover ............... 7/6
Bah@PWIIAN * vooi. v pm ooy 17/6 - Some answered Questions ....... 18/-
Guidance for Today and — Will and Testament of
TOINOTTOW ataiesihiiiond s ten e 14/6 — ‘Abdu’l-Baha (Excerpts) ......... 2/-
PLEASE NOTE

1. This special discount is for CASH WITH ORDER ONLY.

2. Assemblies and Groups sending cash with order will also be allowed this 209%
discount on these books (plus the discount normally allowed them).

3. If stock is exhausted of any of the above books before the end of August then the
offer in respect of that book is automatically cancelled .

4. This offer IS NOT extended to orders received from © Trade * or other non-Baha’i
sources. This offer IS NOT extended to orders received from Baha’is outside the
British Isles.

5. If ordering other items at the same time, please make out your order for the above
books on A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER.

THIS IS YOUR CHANCE

to stock up on these basic Baha’i books before prices rise again, for last autumn pub-
lishing costs rose by 124 % and this January printing wages rose another 61 %, so there
is no likelihood of the Trust being able to continue this offer after 31st August.

209 CASH DISCOUNT

AMERICAN BOOKS

It should be noted that the Publishing
Trust of the United States does not
accept individual orders from this
country. Therefore assemblies or friends
wishing to purchase literature which is
published in the U.S.A., must put their
orders through our own Trust, addressed
to Baha’i Publishing Trust, 37 Westbury
Road, H. Crumpsall, Manchester, 8.

FOR YOUR
DIARY

Asma’ (Names) 20th August, 1966
’Izzat (Might) 8th September, 1966

Feasts.

N.S.A. Meetings.

16th — 18th September, 1966
14th — 16th October, 1966
25t — 27th November, 1966
30th December, 1966 — 1st January, 1967

Teaching Conference 7th-8th January 67

WORLD RELIGION DAY
15th January, 1967.

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE No. 1 A/C.
9th May, 1966 to 4th June, 1966 (incl.)

INCOME. £ isoad: \ EXPENDITURE e
Donations:— N.S.A.
L.S.A.’s and Groups 185 10 0 (31) Travel BANL 9
Individuals ... 439 11 5 (52) Office ... 95 9 0
Tel. and Cables ... 13, & .2
629 1°N 5 Post and Stationery 43 1 7
Less Payments against Covenants 26 5 9 Journal, Annual Report 105 10 O
—————— Suspense [tem 62 6 6
598 15 8 AA.T.C. 74 18 4
Interest and Dividends ; 14 11 1 N.T.T.C. & 28712 75
Excess expenditure over income ... < 5619 3 Other Home Committees ... 99 19 0
Overseas Committees 6 0 7
‘ Pioneer Committee ... 326 12 0
Other Committees 11 5 0
‘ Youth Committee 6 0 0
| Sundry... 815 8
| Monthly Transfers:—
H.Q.—Rprs. & Dec. ... 50 0 O
‘ —Running ... -3 ’ 100 0 O
| H.Q.—Dublin 42 0 0
Donations 68 0 0
£1,174 16 0 | £1,174 16 0

Communities contributing:—Belfast, Brent, Burnley, Canterbury, Cardiff, Chester, Eccles, Epsom, Hammersmith, Harringay,
Inverness, Leicester, London, Malta, Manchester Youth, Nelson, Newcastle, N. Berwick, Norwich, Oxford, Paignton, Peterboro’,
Portsmouth, Reading, Romford, Sheffield, Southport, Wandsworth, Westminster, Winchester, Watford.

Please Note.—Change of address : NATIONAL TREASURER :—

C. Macdonald,
1, Hampton House,
Glenmachan Road,
Belfast, 4.

Printed by the Co-operative Printing Society Limited, Rutherford Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, 1.
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